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The Grand Opening of our New Coral Ridge
Banking Center

With an Investment
Worth Cheering About

€ Equitable Bank

Invest in a Relationship

APY*

On a One-Year or 18-Month
Certificate of Deposit

(“Annual Percentage Yield)

(525,000 rminimum reguired or $10,000
minimum with the opening of a new
checking or savings account)

Offer may be withdrawn af any fime.
Early withdrawal penatty applies.

February 2005 Only

- Your New Neigorhod Bank

New Coral Ridge Banking Center
2800 East Oakland Park Boulevard
(S.E. corner of Bayview and Oakland Park)

Other Banking Centers

All bank locations

(954) 537-9554 ,
offer Drive-thru
» Checking and savings and ATM
accounts designed for you Downtown
and your business ggg;?;‘;;;:g;'ﬁigm
» Business and personal financing 954-524-2265
tailored to your unique needs Coral Springs
5418 University Drive
954-752-2265
Free Online Banking
Plantation
H ; 6950 Cypress Road
Free oniine Bill Pay 6950 Cypross

Free Telephone Banking with Equiline Express North Miami Beach

15801 Biscayne Blvd.
305-940-4050

Experience our old-fashioned O s
pe rsonga I |Zed SerVvICe Areal person not a machine answers your calls == FDIC
www.equitablebankfla.com

® The Galt Mile News

0 LY

SERVING
THE 14,000
RESIDENTS
OF THE
" GALT OCEAN
MILE
INCLUDING:

Caribe
Commodore
‘Coral Ridge Towers
Coral Ridge Towers East
Coral Ridge Towers North
Coral Ridge Towers South
Edgewater Arms
Fountainhead
Galleon
Galt Merchantss Assc.
Galt Ocean Club
Galt Towers
L’Ambiance
L'Hermitage I
L'Hermitage I1
Ocean Club
Ocean Manor
Ocean Summit
Playa del Mar
Playa del Sol
Plaza East
Plaza South
Regeney South
Regency Tower
Riviera

Roya.l Am ba.ssafl'or

Southpoint

T,

GEORGE
CLOONEY

of the Morth Atlantic,

Twao wecks later, an event
at had never oceurred

in recorded history.

Article by Eric Berkowifz

“The Perfect Storm” is a movie pitting man against
the elements. The title is an allegory Tor the assort-
ment of meteorological events that coalesced fo cre-
afe a powerful and unique backdrop for a
schmaltzontoast mythic struggle. More people
came to see the Herculean weather dynamic than
to watch Mark Wahlberg or George Clooney jerk
tears. In South Florida, a similar unique confluence
of factors has conspired to formulate “The Perfect
Condo Market”. The Fort Lauderdale budget circus
couldn't crimp the highflying market. Not even the
fourhurricane season that prompted the jittery State
fo spend millions putting the bloom back on the
fourism rose (and spurred the Governor to call a
special session in Tallahassee) could slow it down.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, South Florida

was awash in multifamily units that overoptimistic

FEBRUARY 2005

PERFECT CONDO MARKET

THE

developers chumed out like Pez. Assembly line
homebuilders were giving plaid stamps and
Dolphin tickets to pofential purchasers. Alan
Greenspan'’s Fed KO'd the high flying equities
market with five illadvised rate hikes. With the
collapse of the Dot.Com driven stock market,
orphaned investment dollars took up residence in
the overbuilt and underpriced South Florida Real
Estate environment. Properties were quickly
absorbed by stock-sh E)rmer day traders at K-
Mart prices. Broward County realtors soon real-
ized that inventories were depleted. Savvy devel
opers grabbed and earmarked the few remaining
waterfront lots for high priced, high rise pre-con-
struction sellouts. Ovemnight, sing?e family homes
acquired a premium not seen for two decades.

Continued on page 5

www.galtmile.com
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We are your Beach and East
Fort Lauderdale Experts

Are you selling your Condo?
Are you ready to buy a Condo?
Discover our superior Level of Service

Some of the currently available Condos on the beach*

1,2 or 3 BRs
Plaza East 1,2 or 3 BRs
Plaza South 1,2 or 3 BRs
Galt Towers 1 BR

L’Ambiance 3 BRs

Galleon 1, 2 or 3 BRs
Ocean Manor Condo Hotel
Ocean Club Studio or 2 BRs
Ocean Summit 1 BR

Playa Del Mar 1 or 2 BRs

Galt Ocean Club 1, 3or 4 BRs
Regency South 1 or 2 BRs
Royal Ambassador 1, 2 or 3 BRs
Playa Del Sol 1, 2 or 3 BRs
Commodore 1,2, 3or4BRs
Southpoint 2 BRs
'Hermitage 2, 3or4BRs
The Tides Studio, 1, 2 or 3 BRs
The Palms 2,3,4 or 5 BRs
The Vue 2 or 3 BRs
Other new construction 1, 2, 3 or 4 BRs

Fountainhead

399,000 - 650,000
343,900 - 579,000
374,900 - 775,000
280,000 - 290,000
725,000 - 1,395,000
338,000 - 665,000
149,000 - 498,000
210,000 - 574,000
318,000

290,000 - 549,000
398,000 - 1,100,000
315,000 - 459,000
297,500 - 489,000
260,000 - 625,000
320,000 - 825,000
548,000 - 649,000
788,000 - 4,400,000
233,500 - 589,000
689,000 - 6,000,000
533,000 - 880,000
625,000 - 2,100,000

We also buy Condos and Mortgage Notes for cash. Call us First!
Always interested in working with investors and silent partners

for Great Returns on Real Estate.
Call and ask for Albert Byrd

GREAT CONDOS INC
954-566-3225
www.greatcondosinc.com

® The Galt Mile News

The Galt Mile News is the official newsletter
of the Galt Mile Community. Published

12 times a year, this publication is
designed to educate the Galt residents of
neighborhood-oriented current events and
issues, and to offer residents Galt-specific

discounts from various local merchants.

l\y/))

PUBLISHER

YELLOWDOG

P R ES S : L L C

Allison Weingard Muss
954-292-6553
galtnews @yahoo.com

Art Director:  Gio Castiglione
Distribution:  Michael Loomis
Ad Sales: Allison W. Muss
Editor: Eric Peter Berkowitz

The publisher accepts no liability for the
accuracy of statements made by association
members, outside contributors, third party
articles, or advertisers.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Robert Rozema
(954) 563-6353

Chairman, Presidents Council
Pio leraci
(954) 561-9795

Treasurer
Leah Glickfield
(954) 563-1001

Secretary
Helen Quinlan
(954) 563-6061

Director
Rose Guttman
(954) 563-2425

Director
James Gill
(954) 565-0770

Director

Charles Rossi
(954) 564-6328

ADVISORY BOARD

Lorraine Alfano
Charles Baldwin
Eric Peter Berkowitz
Dott Nicholson-Brown
Francis Casier

Jim Comis

Dr. Robert Drews
Kathleen Freismuth
Richard Gabrielle
Howard Goldstein
Ralph Hamaker

Ed Harwood
Warren Hurley
Marlene Katkin
Herbert Kwart

Dr. Alex Leeds

Dr. Gwilyn Lodwick
George Mayer

Sam Montross

Dr. Thomas E. Piemme
Kevin Songer

Huey Vanek

www.galtmile.com
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Sibling's

The Tea and Coffee Store

Our friendly and cozy shop carries over
200 teas, gourmet coffees, teapots, tableware,
ceramics, accessories, gifts and gift baskets.
Serving daily tea, coffee, espresso, cappuccino,
frozen gourmet drinks, salads, bagels and

hOll’lE ma(‘]e p:’lStI’“]ES.

We ship throughout
the U.S. and Canada.

2671 E. Commercial Blvd.

(just a few blocks west of the intracoastal)
954-492-0006
Open 9-5 M-F & 9-2 Sat.

www.siblingtea.com

BOFTP

Luxury BEACH CONDO REALTOR
PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

L' HERMITAGE
L' AMBIANCE
THE PALMS

GALT OCEAN MILE

Will Montes de Oca
Realtor

Cell: 954-224-0221
office: 954-630-8339

Portuguese ¢ Spanish e Italian ¢ French

1ANT Sale

Come one, come all to the annual
Silent Auction, hosted by the members
of Coral Ridge Towers.

Date:
February 15th

Time:

Q-11 a.m. & 24 p.m.

Date:
February 16th

Time:

@11 a.m., 2-4 p.m.,
& /79 p.m.

Date:

February 17th

Time:

Q-10 a.m.
Where:

3233 NE 34th St.

For information, contact Bonnie Leavitt at

?54-709-8820.

Odverﬂse!

Perfect Condo...Confinued

Miami's longstanding status as a center of world trade has dif-
fused throughout the region. South Florida not only continued to
affract emigration from the north, but its growing reputation as an
infernational hub precipitated a world-wide population influx. The
decline of the dollar has widened the welcome mat to inferna-
tional investment and fulfilled the dreams of world-wide second
home buyers. The 200,000 euros that couldn't dent the market
several years ago, now places European fravelers into luxury
beachfront condos.

After recovering from 9/11, South Florida'’s historical tourism and
importexport business was joined by other industrial resefflement
aftracted by the region’s enficing economic environment. The
exploding Florida Information Technology industry (Computer
Hardware and Software), Biomedical Research and Development
i.e. Scripps in Palm Beach County), Motion Picture production,
Telecommunications, Surgical and Medical Instruments, efc. infen-
sified the demand on housing and helped expand the seller’s
market from the coastal region through VWest Broward. The grow-
ing population required a commensurate expansion of public
services. Accompanying the increase in Broward's new business
residents, public sector personnel working in Fire, Police and
Parks Departments, teachers, nurses, etc. placed additional pres-
sure on housing.

On the Barrier Island, “affordable housing” became a cynical
oxymoron. The exuberant market shot home prices out oz reach
for all but the healthiest household budgets. The average home
buyer, unable to compete for housing in the County’s single fami-
ly home market, turned to multiunit housing (townhouses, condo-
miniums, coops, etc.). Those left behind by escalating housing
price points tumed to the renfal market. Since a large segment of
rentals are condominiums, this neglected to relieve the pressure
on dwindling housing stocks. Since land availability for luxury
coastal and downfown multifamily high-rise construction had
thinned, developers targeted South Florida’s western suburbs.
Mixed use developments and apartment house conversions in
Kendall, Sunrise, Plantation and West Boca that were zoned as
"affordable” housing experienced "appreciation creep” within
days of permit approval.

A substantial portion of the Barrier Island's “second home”
retirees encountered an unanticipated consequence of their
overnight windfall. Those unprotected by the “Save Our Homes"
omenc?menf found that the increased faxes on their newly appre-
ciated properties had outstripped their fixed incomes. This precip-
itated a multiyear selloff that E)\Nered the age demographic of
the County’s beach communities. However, this confribution to
available stocks was offset by many sellers then opting for less
expensive replacement housing, resulting in no net inventory
increase - simply turnover.

Another large segment of the existing population is the empty
nested baby boomers. After launching their progeny info society
at large, the average nuclear remnant of 1 or 2 parents occu-
pied a residence that previously housed 4, 5 or more family
members. Aside from stirring activity for realtors, their obvious
inclination to downsize had litfle net effect on the overall market.
While putting single family homes back into play, the relocating
parents made the natural transition to multi-unit housing. To avoid

Continued on page 9
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CLOSETS BY CHRISS

LET US HELP YOU ORGANIZE YOUR
CLOSETS, LAUNDRY ROOM,
PANTRY AND GARAGE

ProCraft systems will make the most of your space

FREE ESTIMATES

CUSTOM MADE AND DESIGMED TO FIT YOUR MEEDS

(954)696-8845

Licensed 753114373

Insured GLO510004725-00

: E

Elaine M Norton,pa
Certified Public Accountant

H

Serving small to mid-sized
businesses & families in East
Fort Lauderdale for 20 years

Personalized attention &
quality professional service

Complete customized
accounting & tax services

Monthly, quarterly
& annual business
services, as needed

Personal & corporate
income taxes

(federal & all

50 states)

Electronic filing
available

Free initial
consultation

954-566-9906

3330 NE 32 Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL

www.galtmile.com
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THIS MONTH AT-A-GLANCE

SUN MON TUE WED T

72 YOUR, .
|NEIGHBORHOOD

Li1zziE PIND
Realtor

Call: 954-294-2787
_ pind@bellsouth.net
X - For access to the MLS online,

HU

17

SAT

1 4 Valentine’s Day

Commissioner Christine Teel:

13

Oliver!

15 16

Article by Eric Berkowitz

Galt Mile Communitgy

(Through 2,/20) Pre-Agenda Mesfing White Elephant Sale Association Mesting = -\ = i OU TD SELL’ Ry 3 visit website at Www.
Broward Center Beach Community Center 3233 N.E. 34th St. Nick's Italian Restaurant - u - Lz - Q I.' ' RCHASE... .. SoFloridaproperties.com
Info.: 954-462-0222 Info.; 954-828-5033 | (See article on page 24) 11 am. - AT

l 1 4 N s
20 20 22 |23 |24 (25 |26 el Leteeleele e .
The S S(Imdf(}h 70 s Cioleage Mosters Challenge :."- .:1 L '. | Real Estate for Your World®
. e(nm sho2/2e7) : Swim Meet Swim Meet This Flu season was cloaked in mystery. In the spirit of dispens- | RINMENT, 9 |
Eerléwgr(?c(rgh?e? Browugr B Ft Luu%erdulle Aquatic Ft Lauderdale Aquatic ing regular warnings for a variety of incipient dangers, N-YOUR-BUILDING HANSEN REALTY
President’s Doy Info.: 954-462-0222 Info. 954-462-0222 8 u.%mngp.mA g u&?}’.“_plzexn.m. WGS'hi.ngTOH alerted theA noﬁonfhover theT sur:;]mer fo or[iwmpendbing _ EAI M 25 YEARS OF
pernicious Flu season. Across the country, the annual November ORCAL ) PRISFESSIIRAL SERVICH
27 28 1 2 3 4 5 through March influenza gauntlet kills more than 36,000 and bk 1A e €
hospitalizes thousands more (114,000 last year). The Belway V00 L AR T TS
Master's Challenge declared that they would be ready - they would stockpile
Swim Meet Commissioner Christine Teel: | Fort Louderdale City "enough vaccine o sink a ship.” Each year it has o be custom Independently
Ft Lauderdale Aquatic Pre-Agendo Meeting Commission Meeting Los Olos Art Fest Part I prepared to combat the strains of Flu that are expected fo do the Owned
) (omplzex BTGfCh (8215"33'{;\/5%93"?' (6|ty t'r‘]]” 9ng2% g|7\/(515 most damage. Influenza vaccine is touchy stuff. Influenza viruses {;__. )
SUAE e vl — for both the inactivated and live attenuated influenza vaccines k R ’ﬁ d
are initially grown in embryonated hens’ eggs. Thus, both L

10 11 12

vaccines might contain limited amounts of residual egg
profein. breakfast is served|

Las Olas Art Fest Part Il
6 Las Olas Boulevard 7 8 9
954-472-3755

PHARMACY BY TH SEA

- i i i

Sundﬂz Juzz Brunch

13

14

(oumiSEionedr (If\lArisfirne Teel: (Fort Lauderdale City ke Riverwalk Run/Walk
re-Agenda Meefing ommission Meefin Elfon Joh 5 Mile R ' ild wi
Beud, Comrin Coe Cohol g e [‘))gpé? 8- 0 Pk ForTuanel\/, the season so far has been fairly mild with the
Info.: 954-828-5033 6 pm. St. Patick's Day Tix.ficketmaster.com 7am. exception of New York and Vermont. As of Flu season week 52

15

16

17

18

19

A

0 +0 &

April 21 Clueless on Las Olas

Jen* € a d

May 8  Sarah Mclachlan  Office Depot Center, Tix.: ficketmaster.com

Because a huge amount of vaccine is required for world-wide

Riverwalk, Downfown FL Los Olas Wine & Food Fest ' |
N(]ang.m, rngng‘:vnn 7 OLSUS (';TSS ng? 3 distribution and the formula varies every year, the manufacturing The Pharmacy That D e"vers'
Info.: 954-828-5985 954-524-4657 process is shared by pharmaceutical companies around the De|ivery & Drive-Thru Service Available

globe. In October, the nation lost about half of its expected
supply of 100 million doses when Brifish officials shut down
a Chiron Corp. plant and suspended their license for three

months due to possible confamination. Bad timing.

[ending on January 1st), Florida rated a “green” alert, the Center
for Disease Control (CDC) designation signifying sporadic out-
break. Dispensation of vaccines was planned for what were
considered fo be "high risk” groups. These include healthy chil-
dren aged 6 to 35 months, adults aged 65 and older, CKildren
up fo age 18 on longterm aspirin therapy, residents and
employees of longterm-care facilities, pregnant women in their
second or third frimester, care givers of in?oms under the age of
6 months, individuals with chronic health conditions such as
heart or lung disease, asthma, diabetes, weakened immunity or
cancer and household members of high-isk individuals.

Continued on page 18

Geneen Graber, PhormD “Dr. 6"

234 Commercial Blvd. ® lauderdale-By-The-Sea
(2 blocks west of ATA)

954-938-0005

We're Competitively Priced and Accept Most Insurance Plans,
Medicaid, Medicare Assignment and Workman’s Compensation

www.galtmile.com
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H O M E M O R T G A G E L O A N S Perfect Condo...Confinued

a significant tax consequence, profits
from the sale of their home were often

REDUCE MONTHLY CALL TODAY BEFORE reinvested info another property - the

ideal candidate being a smaller, less

stigious Marble
PAYMENTS BY 50% YOU MISS OUT! e T O g

If you have been waiting for the right time borrow, 90% LTV Foreign National Mortgages, 4.2% Commercial receive the lion's share of downsizing lS I E;
Don't miss out on the lowest payment mortgage in empty nested baby boomers from across

Colonials Hi Property Loans, 100% Loan to Value loans, Private Equity the country, further squeezing the condo
LOlonial s lStO[‘y‘. . . k [ ] L ]
Loans, No Documentation Loans, All Difficult to market. S R . S ; I
* Purf:hase or ref;mant':e Impossible loans. We have a mortgage for everyone! From January 2003 fo June 2004, prices tﬂ HE Es tﬂ rﬂt‘lﬂn pEClﬂ I'Sts
* No income verification of South Florida condos climbed by as
* Unlimited cash out much as 24 percent while singlefamily
houses whmﬁ typically cost more, only

LOAN AMOUNT  MONTHLY PAYMENT ,(.1.11 mmnl mm Lmn"g I“cl increased by 18 percent. /\/\orke’rlng

researchers expect the gap between multi
$100,000 $2 A Licensed Correspondent Lender

and single family homes to further widen

when the yearend sfatistics are released.
3344 N.E. 32nd Street

In fact, condominium appreciation is
55 expected fo substantially outpace the rest
$1,000,000 $251C Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308
$1,500,000 Phone: 954 567-1369

of the housing market. On the Barrier
Island, the discrepancy is more pro-

Fax: 954 567-1318

Cell: 561-901-4414

nounced as many condo unit prices have
E-mail: : rschmitz@colonialmortg.com

Iy 'F’

. i

more than doubled over the past few
years. Three bedroom luxury units in 35
yearold Galt Mile buildings like Regency
Tower, the Commodore Condominium
and Galt Towers that went for
$180,000 in 1996 and jumped to
$300,000 in 2000 were selling for
over $()OO 000 by the end of 2004.

Post & Post, Inc.
Realtors
(954) 564-2992

3300 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, 33308
Visit www. CONDOPAGES.com Patti Post & Sandra Post

Analysts have identified the current hot
market as “having legs”. David lereah, il
chief economist for the Nafional MARBLE
Association of Realfors (NAR), explained,
"We've seen an incredible pace of exist-
ing condo and co- op sales over the last GRA“I
six months, but we're also seeing some
excephono| price appreciation.”
Anomaly markets driven by one or two
factors are predictably limited and, as PDRCElAI co“cnm
such, often spontaneously decline. "While
markets are cyclical, those that enjoy a
broad base and substantial economic “__..
underpinnings proliferate until the i
impelling factors deteriorate. The combi- |
nohor|1 of firsk nr?e biners 5|n|g|e prof?s ! % y
. . . sionals, young families, employees o 1T 10 _
Sellin g? Buymg? Leasmg? s ehisl e e e Residential and Contmmercinl
casual investors and hardcore specu|o
fors, downsizing baby boomers and ani- 954""22 7"2 600
mated domestic and infernational sec-
ond-home markets comprise a broad sus- Faxy 954-227-4714
fainable client base. Li o J ' 17 ] ;
SACETISCA AL S sHTEr

Call the #1 Brokers in Beach Condo Sales!

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION

L'HERMITAGE THE PALMS UAMBIANCE BEACH
SOUTHPOINT  GALT TOWERS REGENCY TOWER SOUTH RIVIERA GALT OCEAN CLUB OCEAN SUMMIT GALLEON PLAZA EAST Continuedon page 13

PLAYADELSOL ROYAL AMBASSADOR REGEMCYTOWER OCEAN CLUB
dYN TIOYAYId SW¥Y ¥3LYM3IDA3 HOQOWINOD HLNOS VZvd [

www.galtmile.com
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0 Free Daily Wine Samplings Spm-7pm
8 \) Wine Tastings Every Friday Spm-8pm

WINE & GIFTS

We take your soul to Italy, Flu...Confinued
without leaving your
bank account in ruins.

On December 28, 2004, Florida
Department of Health (DOH) Secrefary

While our passion for finding the best wines takes us John O. AgWUﬂObi MD/ M.B.A

around the globe, you need only travel minutes to bring
the treasure of greatwine to yourtable tonight. Bold N
Cabernets, Mellow Medots, Crisp Pinot-Grigios. Come of adult flu vaccine purchasea from
experience our hand selected, world-class wines, uniquely Cghlr'omio hgd been received W|Th Qddi-
arranged by flavor and taste. Your journey awaits at
WineStyles, where it's never an expensive trip with most
wines remarkably priced between $10 and $25.

M.PH., announced that é0,000 doses

fional shipments fo the sfate anticipated
on an ongoing basis. Stepping up fo the
challenge, Aventis Inc. whipped up addi-
tional flu shots to help offsef the tainted
British vaccines and boost the nation’s
supply to 58 million doses. In January,
Florida started receiving 200,000 vac-
cines for distribution 1o the 67 Coun
Health Departments throughout the State,
40,000 earmarked for Broward and
Palm Beach Counfies. This wealth of new

o & ‘ ks what's irslde that counts medication will allow people ages 50

{1 - through 65 to also be eligible for the

i ‘ | | f NOW OPEN vocci%oﬂons. Deputy odrr%nistrotor%effrey
; Keiser of the Broward County Health

Franchises Available

In Galt Ocean Marketplace
e RO . 4028 N. Ocean Blvd.

-~y : Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

' 0 954-630-1325

- J’] b www winestyles.net

Locations in Coral Springs & Palm Beach Gardens
Coming soon to Boca Raton & Fort Myers

Wine Club Member‘ships Available

Mary Crincoli, Realtor
& Team

954-560-1282

marycrincoli@msn.com

Parlo ltaliano =Y
Hablo Espaiiol | il
Call if you are ready to

SELL or BUY

Beach Area
Condos/Homes.

We appreciate referrals!

A1A, Galt Ocean Mile, Las Olas

=xit Ocean Realty, 3350 N. Ocean Bivd., Fort Lauderdale, FI. 33308

Department remarked, “| think the
demand is sfill there. A lot of people held
off geffing a shot. | don't see this vaccine
just sitting” here.”

To soften the adverse effects of the vac-
cine shortage, Medicare announced that
it will pay for prescription drugs fo freat
those among its 40 million beneficiaries
who caich t%e flu. With the exception of
the 20% copay (ranging from $4 to

‘), Medjcare will pay for about 14
days’ worth of one of four flufighting drugs: amantadine
rimantadine, oseltamivir (Tamiflu) and zanamivir (Relenza).
Dr. William Rogers, a Medicare medical officer, explained,
"We needed to do something fo ameliorate the damage
from the failure of this vaccine manufacturer.” This uncharac-
teristic_benefit starts immediately and will extend through
May 31, 2005. Despite the flu season being more than
half'over, the disease continues fo represent a lifethreaten-
ing danger.

Any Medicare beneficiary 50 or older that postponed
becoming vaccinated can now sidestep a most unpleasant
experience at no cost. The Broward County Health
Depariment start dafe for administering flu shots to high-risk
individuals was Tuesd\?\y, %onuory 111h, at Festival
Marketplace, 2900 W. orrglo|e Road, Pompano Beach.
Another round was scheduled for %cmuory 26th af the
Pembroke Lakes Mall, located at 11407 Pines Blvd. in
Pembroke Pines. Additional flu clinics are planned through-
out the rest of the season. To avoid long clinic wait times
appoiniment slips will be distributed at the beginning of the
day. Medicare beneficiaries should bring proof of
Medicare Part B coverage. Maxim will also provide free
immunization to anyone covered by the following: Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Florida, Avmed, Wellcare, %Gre Plus,
Health First Health Plans, Quality Health Plan, United
Healthcare, Aetna, and Preferred Care Partners. Proof of
Insurance is required. All others not covered by the above
E{Ions may purchase their vaccinations through' Maxim
ealth Systems for a cost of

Continued on page 19
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10% Off any purchase  10% Off any purchase 10% Off any purchase 10% Off any purchase  10% Off any purchase

I Offer not combinable with any B Offer not combinable with any B Offer not combinable with any B Offer not combinable with any B Offer not combinable with any
other coupon or discount offer. M other coupon or discount offer. ™ other coupon or discount offer. ™ other coupon or discount offer. ® other coupon or discount offer.
One coupon per visit. One coupon per visit.

One coupon per visit. One coupon per visit. One coupon per visit.

Expires March 1, 2005 Expires March 1, 2005

Expires March 1, 2005 Expires March 1, 2005

Your Favorite Spot to Shop

All products are GLATT KOSHER & under @ suppervision - Closed on Saturdays & Friday afternoons

Expires March 1, 2005

You can come in for Coffee & Bagel for Breakfast
Or, maybe we can interest you in a Deli Sandwich
or delicious salad for Lunch

On your way home, treat yourself and pick up your
Dinner from a selection of Gourmet prepared foods

* Fresh Meat & Poultry

¢ Delicious Gourmet Rotisserie Chickens,

Salads & Meals to Go
¢ Cold Cuts & Sandwiches
¢ Fresh & Dry Fruits
* Variety of Imported Products

) Me 2 3

¢ Variety of Judaica
e Create Your Own Kosher Gift Basket
‘ } { E[ OLLYITIO t ﬁ*ﬂj’ ¢ Halav Israel Dairy Products
~— * Pat Israel Bread & Pastry
3515 Galt Ocean Drive * Ft. Lauderdale o Chocolate, candies & cookies

954. 564. 651 1 ¢ Fresh Kosher Coffee

3600 N Ocean Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale FL. 33308
Phone: (954)561-1417 (Thard Floor over Wachovia Bank)

East Fort Lauderdale Community Orthodox Jewish Synagogue
with traditional Sephardic prayers and melodies

Daily 7:30 am & 15 min. before sunset
Saturday, Sunday and Holiday Mornings - 9:00 am

www.galtmile.com
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Buy/Sell
All Art & Collectibles

BuyiSell
All Jewelry

BuyiSell
Gold, Silver, Platinum

YOU MAY HAVE HUNDREDS OR
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS JUST
SITTING IN A CLOSET OR A
DRAWER AND YOU MAY NOT

EVEN KNOW IT!

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR
COLLECTIBLES ARE WORTH.

RARE COINS, OLD CURRENCY, GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SILVERWARE, JEWELRY,

ARTWORK, ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, AND MORE!

United States Gold Coins

$1 Gold Coin 1849 to 1889—From $105 up to $40,000

$2.5 Gold Coin 1796 to 1834—From $3,500 up to $500,000
1834 to 1907—From $120 up to $125,000
1908 to 1929—From $135 up to $50,000

$3 Gold Coin 1854 to 1889—From $500 up to $100,000

$5 Gold Coin 1795 to 1807—From $2000 up to $275,000
1807 to 1834—From $1600 up to $150,000
1834 to 1838—From $190 up to $45,000
1839 to 1908—From $105 up to $1,000,000
1908 to 1929—From $150 up to $150,000

$10 Gold Coin 1795 to 1804—From $4,000.000 up to $1,000,000
1838 to 1907—From $205 up to $550,000
1907 to 1933—From $245 up to $150,000

$20 Gold Coin 1850 to 1907—From $415 up to $500,000
1907 to 1933—From $415 up to $1,000,000

United States Silver Dollars

1795 to 1798—From $600 up to $500,000

1799 to 1803—From $500 up to $150,000

1840 to 1873—From $120 up to $100,000

1873 to 1884—From $50 up to $7,000

1878 to 1935—From $7.50 up to $500,000

United States Half Dollars

1795 to 1797—From $400 up to $400,000

1801 to 1807—From $100 up to $45,000

1807 to 1839—From $30 up to $28,000

1839 to 1891—From $15 up to $150,000

1892 to 1915—From $5 up to $25,000 Buy/Sell

1916 to 1947—From $2.25 up to $45,000 Coins & Paper Money

1948 to 1964—From $2.25 up to $500 KNOWN & TRUSTED

1965 to 1970—From .65 cents t0.85 cents
1971 to 1995—From .50 cent to $25 DEALER IN SOUTH
FLORIDA SINCE

Proof and Mint Sets
1936 to 1942—As low as $800 as high as $5,000 1977.

1950 to 1955—As low as $100 as hlgh as 5450 PLEASE DO NOT
1956 to 1959—As low as $20 as high as $50 CLEAN YOUR ITEMS...

1960 to 2004—As low as $4 as high as $35,000 THIS CAN CAUSE IRREPARABLE
HARM TO ITS VALUE

PLEASE COME IN FOR
A FREE VERBAL
APPRAISAL OR A FREE
PRICE & INFORMATION
GUIDE ON COLLECTIBLES

RARE COINS & PRECIOUS METALS
219 COMMERCIAL BLVD.

954-493-8811

WALK-IN STORE HOURS: M-F 10-3 PM. OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

Perfect Condo...Continued

Llow inferest rates, growing consumer confidence (102.3 as
of December 2004) and a demand that outstrips supply
form the basis of the market's economic foundation. Dr.
lereah explained that some of the backup in housing
demand is being met, “We're sefting our fourth consecutive
record year for existinghome sales, and even with sfrong
fundamentals such as %ousehdd growth, low interest rates
and an improving economy, we simply can't set records
every year. Given the sharp rise over last year's record, a lot
of buyers have found the home they've been looking for and
we can expect a bit of a breather in 2005, which will
remain a historically strong year.” lereah predicts the 30-
year fixed-rate mortgage should rise s|ovv’§/ but average only
6.4 percent in 2005. The reemerging equities market,
while initially presumed to be a competitive threat to real
esfate appreciation, has had litfle impact on climbing prices.

Analysts concur that the real threat to the market's economic
basis is runaway energy (oil) costs and the Federal
Government's $400 bimon deficit (CBO projection).
According to NAR's Dr. Lereah, massive infernational capifal
inflow derived of the weak dollar has kept inferest rates low,
temporarily offseffing upward rate pressure from exploding
Federal deficis. \/\/Eﬂe infernational investment and oil
prices are volatile factors over which we exert limited influ-
ence, our selfinflicted record deficits are the greatest threat
fo a marketfriendly, low interest rate environment.

While the market appears sustainable and well grounded,
rampant speculation has overstimulated prices. New devel
opments at every price point are being closely monitored by
motivated investors. As pre-construction sales opportunities
arise, these shortterm speculators grab a block of units for
quick resale, offen fo another speculator. Every turnover
adds an additional price premium. Jack Winston, a senior
consultant at Goodkin Consulting in Miami (and an adjunct
professor at the University of Miami's Schools of Architecture
and Llaw), said “such investors make up about 70 percent of
the new condo buyers in Miami. In Broward and Palm
Beach counties, they make up between 20 percent and 40
percent of buyers.” lewis M. Goodkin (Goodkin
Consulting’s founder) expounded, “Traditionally, the develop-
ment industry’s biggest challenge is avoiding an oversupply.
The huge surge in speculative %inng/seﬂing in the past
three years has distorted real demand in the market, sefting
the WKee|s in motion for a rude awakening.” Goodkin char
acterized the danger as “a condominium bubble” that
would behave “like a giant margin call.”

Condominium Associations usually protect themselves from
speculators by infusing their Condo Docs with restrictions
requiring the purchaser to hold the unit for a year or two
beﬁore the Association will agree to the Trons?er of title.
However, in the pre-opening phase until such time that the
new owners represent a majority of the residents, the gov-
eming "Board” is controlled by the developer. During %ﬂs
inferim period, units can be summarily resold at the develop-
er's discretion. This pre-opening “FlipMart” serves to soften
the developer’s substantial financial exposure. To profect
themselves from the tidal wave of speculative investment,
banks and other mortgage lenders are requiring down pay-
ments of 20% or more.

Continued on page 19
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A distinctive selection of museum quality artwork,
sculptures, nautical themed pieces, home furnishings
and other exceptional works of art.

3556 N. Ocean, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 08 * lel. 954-566-8011
OPEN Mon.-Wed. 10AM-6PM, Thu.-Sat. 10AM-9PM, Sun. 12PM-5PM

Sweet >op

4}‘ Riz7ecmaas 7 J‘}f’*"" FLs
Sop up the Sweet Life

Fine Dining & Extraovdinary Live Music !!!!
» ¥ Open Monday for Valentine's Day ww

954-566-4449
2761 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale
5-8 p.m. Early Dinner Specials » $19++
www.sweetsop.com for information and reservations

www.galtmile.com
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Deductible...Continued

or less, and most of the rest (40.7 percent] have 2 percent
deductible policies. Less than 1 percent of condominium unit own-
ers have a percenfage deductible greater than 2 percent (see
fable below). While 54.7% of the Condo owners are exposed fo
"multiple deductible jeopardy” of $1000 to $2000 (2 to 4
deductibles @ $500 each), the 40.7% that carry 2% deduchb|es
on average propernes of $103,916 have exposures of
$4156.64 to $8313.28. The real pain is feF t by the 0.3% of
Condo policy holders that carry 15% or more on properties aver-
aging $438,058. Thelr double through quadruple deductible
exposure is from $131,417 1o $262.835 and h|gher| While the
$3000 maximum rembursemem should “make whole” more than
half the Condo policy holders victimized by the deductible
inequity, the rest could be significantly assisted by these bills. Of
course, the $3000 reimbursement will only marginally buffer the
one half of one percent of policy holders that have “special”
deductible requirements of 15% or higher.

On January 6, 2005, CFO Gallagher announced that the
"Multiple Deductible Reimbursement Program” assistance be paid
first to Floridians who paid two or more full deductibles, followed
by those who paid part of a second or third deductible.
Gallagher explained, “The program to provide these storm victims
financial relief is now up and running and applications to eligible
individuals will soon arrive in thousands of mailboxes across the
state. | encourage those who are eligible to submit their applico-
fions as soon as possible so that we can get them the financial
assistance they need fo start rebuilding. Policyholders will receive
an application from their insurance company by mail along with
information needed to complete the application.” He advised that

if the application packet does not arrive by January 27, 2005,
then the po||cyho|der should call the Department o Financial

Services at 1-800-22 STORM for guidance.

For additional information about the Special Session in
Tallahassee, go to the weather section and/or the new Tallahasse
Poiltics section under (Issues) in Galt Mile Community Association
web site (www.galimile.com) and read “The Impending Insurance
Hurricane” and "Double Deductible Dumped”. Available are links
to the State of Florida House and Senate web sites that contain
the legislative details of the new law. To read the actual text of
the enrolled bill, simply click on the appropriate link.

(Current Hurricane Deductibles for Condominium Unit Owner Policies\
Dedluctible Number of Percent of Average Insured
Amount Condo Units Condo Units Valve
S1 10 $500 381,339 54.7% $74,763
$501 to $1,500 24,190 3.5% $103,349
$1,501 10 $2,500 1,801 0.3% $147,761
2% 283,776 40.7% $103,916
5% 3,285 0.5% $306,922
15% or greater 2,306 0.3% $438,058
Other deductibles 1,025 0.2%
Total 697,722 100%
\_ J

In response fo the legislation mandating a single annual
deductible, insurers threaten significant premium rate hikes.
This lead to negotiations with T%e state to present associations
with a choice. Essential, an association will be able to opt for
either a higher premium with a singe annual deductible or
multiple deductibles with a lower premium expense.®

BROKER

J,,

L'HEEMITAGE REALTY

NI Enpyouilgnenanal EZXZEE@DDCEDDCE@
www_lhermita

\ 'Eﬁ‘ .
Shirley B. Attias 9 54 5 6

3293 East Oakland Park Blvd., Fort Lauderdale 33308

SIEWIII!I the real estate community for over 30 years
| Personal Service - We are not satisfied until you are

REALTOR®
L’Hermitage L’Ambiance The Palms
Las Olas Galt Mile Waterfront
Commercial New Construction Sales & Rentals

ereal ‘ COI’T'I

a— 1

Thinking of Buying
or Sellmg A Home?

This Could Be Your Window Of Opportunity!

Introducing, WindowTalk™, a FREE service offered by The Loan Office
for anyone interested in buying or selling a home. WindowTalk™ is

a state-of-the-art talking window display that provides you with the
latest mortgage information as well as showcases properties to
prospective buyers, 24 hours a day. Whether you are working

with a realtor or selling your house or condo on your own, now

you'll be able to connect with buyers who might have otherwise,

never seen your home.

For more information or to place your FREE property listing in
our window, call or stop by our office. We're just down the street!

(954)566-9350

South Florida's

e — Creative Financing Specialists
THE LOAN OFFICE LICENSEDCORHESPO{DE’;IT LENDER @

Galt Ocean Marketplace * 4024 N. Ocean Blvd. ¢ F. Lauderdale ¢« FL 33308 « www.loanofficeinc.com

www.galtmile.com
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INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

* SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YEARS oF

ATTORNEY AT LAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Handling casesin Broward, Dade and Palm Beach Counties from Ft. Lauderdale. The hiring of a
lawyer is a important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask me to send you free written information about my qualifications and experience.

STYLISH
FURNITURE

&
SLEEP CENTER

518 E. Oakr.ann Park Bivn
Wizron Manors, FL 33305

B

Deductible...Continued

® Maximum reimbursement of $10,000 per policy, or
$20,000 per policy if damaged by three or more hurri-

canes.

® Maximum reimbursement for a condominium association
policy in amount up fo $3,000 per unit.

® $100 Deductible applied to the reimbursement.

* Applications for reimbursement must be filed with the
department by March 1, 2005, including such information
as the department requires to verify the claim, including
documentation from the insurer.

® Depariment of Financial Services may investigate and adjust
reimbursement claims, and may contract for this service.

* Applications for reimbursement are subject to insurance
fraud penalies.

® Insurers must mail nofice of the reimbursement procedures
fo policyholders who had more than one hurricane
deductible applied.

® Total amount paid fo all policyholders is limited fo the
amount appropriated. Department of Financial Services
must first pay policyholders who received claims payments
for two or more hurricanes for which each payment was

reduced by the full amount of the deductible. All other eligi-

b|eJoo|icyho|ders would be paid on a pro rata basis if
funding is inadequate to pay everyone in full.

® Up to $150 million is transferred from the Florida
Hurricane Catastrophe Fund (FHCF) to the department’s
Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund and appropriated for reim-
bursement. In order to maintain actuarially indicated premi-
ums, the State Board of Administration must increase future

premiums fo insurers for FHCF coverage over 5-year period.

The bill also requires residential property insurers to apply
future hurricane deductibles on an annual basis to all hurri-

JUST SOLD

Information provided by Eastside Properties

Twelve more properties were sold in the Galt Ocean Mile Community:

Coral Ridge Towers N #1410

2/2)
250,000 - closed 1/10/05

Galleon #401
3/2)
550,000 - closed 1/10/05

Fountainhead #1C
2/2)
390,000 - closed 12/20/04

Plaza South #3E
2/2)
355,000 - closed 12/23/04

Commodore #207
3/2.5)
605,000 - closed 12/23/04

Riviera #1401
2/2)
475,000 - closed 12/21/04

Playa Del Sol #607
&2/2)
480,000 - closed 1/4/05

Cor)al Ridge Towers E #316
2/2
212,500 - closed 12/21/04

Galleon #1507
2/2)
405,000 - closed 1/5/05

Coral Ridge
2/2)
186,000 - closed 1/10/05

Playa Del Mar #1115
2/2)
450,000 - closed 1/11/05

Ocean Club #1011
2/2)
554,000 - closed 12/20/04

Fayingaioodviuch For

Windstorm Ins
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CHARMAINE
Pii: 954 565-7061

CLICK ON OUR WEB- ‘ -
SITE AT WWW. CRE::AHE(JI

SimplyStylishFurniture. &3
’ com f LiresTYLE SOLUTIONS

AND VIEW OUR "" - = Home
WeikLy SpeciaLs S[BEATAGAT  FURNISHINGS

- Come Visit our
ERTFURNITURERS s SLEEP CENTER i€

eTyrYYIYV YV EEEY Y Y Y Y XYY

canes that occur during the calendar year. The annual
deductible applies fo losses that are covered under one or
57 . more policies issued by the same insurer or an i?suLer in Lhe
same insurer group. However, insurers may a the “other
FULL LINE OF perils” deductgible,por the remaining omounx Oﬂ?ﬁg hurricane
STYLISH deductible, whichever is greater, to subsequent hurricane loss-
es. Insurers may require policyholders to report claims below
their deductible oni fo maintain records or receipts in order to w4
apply the loss to a subsequent hurricane. If a poﬁcyhdder has 1ISD ns
a hurricane loss and then changes the hurricane deductible,
g 9

mpany that guarantees to save you money on
ave not already received your shutter discount.

vill' be: no charge for thelinspection?

Featuring

> nothing to lose and substantial savings to gain.

the highest deductible applies. These requirements apply to
policies issued or renewed on or after May 1, 2005.

For condominium unit owner policies (which generally cover
only the contents, wall and floor coverinc?s, and appliances),
most policies (54.7 percent) have a deductible of $500

s in the state of Florida.

Continued on page 14

__Wilton.Manors Showtoom

K5 LdS L) =

www.galtmile.com
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Deductible...Confinued

The 2004 hurricane season has been particularly destructive for
Florida, with Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne caus-
ing extensive damage throughout the sfate. According to the
Office of Insurance Regulation (ORR), as of December 2, 2004,
insurance companies have reported over 1.5 million property
insurance claims for all four hurricanes and $10.5 biﬁ?on in fotal
claims payments. The companies estimate that the total expected
gross property loss will reach $20.8 billion.

Insurance companies and the State spent the last
four months jockeying for position in an anticipated
clash over the fiscal impacts of the catastrophic sea-
son. Florida Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher
publicly disparaged Florida insurance policy for per-
mitting insurance carriers to charge several
deductibles for damages incurred by serial weather
events. In turn, Allstate Insurance stopped writing
new homeowners' policies in 17 Florida counties
brutalized by the weather. In counties that were not :
hit as hard, it is only writing renters’ and homeowners' policies
without wind coverage. The special session is the State's first vol-
ley in what appears to be maneuvering on both sides to protect
themselves from overreaction by the other.

As such, the legislation will fulfill @ commitment that Mr. Gallagher
made during the hurricane season fo abolish the multiple
deductible, characterizing it as “fundamentally unfair”. This proac-
five legislation serves as a useful plank from which Mr. Gallagher
can launch a prospective 2006 gubernatorial campaign. The field
will likely include, among others, fellow cabinet member and
Florida /Kﬂorney General Charlie Crist.

Residential hurricane deductibles are typically 2 percent of policy
limits and may generally be as high as 5 percent of policy limits,
or even higher for certain policies. However, $500 hurricane
deductibles are sfill prevalent for homes and mobile homes valued
under $100,000. T?we deductible applies to each hurricane,
which can result in significant outof-pocket expense fo many poli-
cyholders. In many cases of multiple hurricane claims, occoroﬁn

fo a survey of insurers by OIR, the insurer waived application o?
multiple deductibles. But, using the survey results and attempting to
account for missing information, the
legislative committee staff estimated that
about 36,000 policies had multiple
deductibles applied and that the cost to
policyholders of second and subsequent
deductibles may total about $70 million.
While this estimate apparently includes
only policies for which insurers paid two or
more claims and deducted the full amount
of the deductible, it does not include “no

i
- g payment” claims below the deductible or
: claims not reported fo the insurer.

The bills require the Department of Financial Services to reimburse
residential and commercial policyholders for the financial loss due
fo the insurer applying multiple hurricane deductibles under the fol-
lowing specified congi’rions and limitations:

® A policyholder must have incurred damage in excess of the full

amount of one deductible (which may be met by adding two or
more claims below the deductible).

Continued on page 12

954-563-1362
3343 NE 33RD STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE

GALT FAMILY PENTISTRY

COSMETIC DENTISTRY

IMPLANT PLACEMENT & RECONSTRUCTION
DIGITAL X-RAYS

DIGITAL INTRAORAL CAMERA EXAMS
RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

CROWN & BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION
PERIODONTAL SERVICES
STATE-OF-THE-ART STERILIZATION
NITROUS OXIDE

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE
DENTAL FINANCING AVAILABLE

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

COMPREHENSIVE ORAL EXAM (0150)
FULL MOUTH X-RAYS (0210/0272)

ORAL CANCER SCREENING (0100)

YOU SAVE $140 WITH COUPON

DOUGLAS N PYSER, D.M.D, M.A., P.A.

¢
A A

TEETH WHITENING

50D

PLUS $10 MAIL-IN REBATE
CALL FOR DETAILS

s4()

Perfect Condo...Continued

The downside to this glowing real estate environment is that it's
rooted in a non-enewable limited resource...land. Broward's pop-
ulation of 1.6 million is expected to grow to 2.5 million by 2030.
In an August 2003 report entitled “Accommodating Population
Growth in Broward County, 2000 to 2030, the Broward County
Office of Urban Planning and Redevelopment asserts, “Existing
vacant land is insufficient fo susfain the anticipated population
growth. All vacant residential land in Broward County will be
absorbed before 2030: Build out conditions will be reached by
2015 for single family and by 2010 for multi-family units.”

The fact that land is a zero sum game presents two significant
problems. As previously stated, the exploding population requires
a proporﬂono’oincreose in accessible public services. Due to the
shortage of available land, accommodating this need after the
fact is not an option. Provisions for traffic control and route plan-
ning, hospitals and medical services, police and fire services,
green space and commercial access must be made before the
land is “spoken for”. There isn't any additional space that could
serve as a safety net once build out conditions are aftained. This
leaves five years (for multi-unit housing) to ten years (for single fam-
ily homes) to incorporate a public services framework info the
"master plan” before it is too late.

The second problem stems from the frenetic pace of this market. To
financially optimize the real estate heat, developers are churning
out construction in a hurry. There are 30 municipalities within
Broward County, each exhibiting different land use, population,
and development characteristics. Trying fo achieve services equi-
librium for Broward's rapidly morphing municipalities has Planning
and Zoning Boards in a dither. Instead of filling out a “master
plan” in an organized manner, planners must compromise “on the
fly”, deftly dancing around codes while hoping to hit a moving
target. To avoid legal entanglements with the developer and the
ire of project neighbors, planning boards squash and stretch
municipal code guidelines while racing to plunk the property into
next year's fax roll.

Some analysts predict a slowdown of appreciation in about two
years when a glut of new units hits the market and investors have
fo unload them. While waterfront luxury housing will likely hold its
value, huge developments currently under construction in VWest
Broward and Palm Beach Counties should soften without the
hyperactive investment that currently inflates appreciation. Lewis
Goodkin depicts a “best case scenario” when this happens in
2006 as ”oﬁthe speculators will close on their units — then put
them back on the market to compete with new construction at that
time.” Those forced into the rental market anxiously await this cor
recfion fo realize their slice of “The American Dream”... to own a
home! o

advertise |
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WELL READ

New and Used Books

OPEN DAILY!
“

1338 SE 17th ST Causeway

954 467 8878
WELL_READ@earthlink.net

Flu....Confinued

The Broward County Health Department South Regional
Health Center is located af 41605 Pembroke Roodg
Ho%ywood, FI 33060. The telephone number is 8554)
985-4800. The Paul Hughes Health Center at 205 NW
6th Avenue, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 can be reached
at (954) 788-6140. Broward County has a history of flip-
flopping visavis their policy for conducting flu clinics. They
waver between esfablishing direct public ministrations for
vaccinations and recommending that residents consulf their
private physician. To leamn the location and time for the
County-opergted flu clinic vaccinations, Galt Mile residents
can call the flu hotline or go to the Galt Mile Communi
Association web site (www.galtmile.com) and click on the
clinic link fo||owin§ the “Flu” article. For current information,
r

and to avoid the Broward County telecommunications
nightmare, call the recorded hotline at (954) 713-3067.

GALT MILE RESIDENTS-Flu shots are available af the Galt
Ocean Village Medical Cenfer locaed at 3298 N.E. 33rd

Streetacross the street from the Beach Community Center.
Call (954) 568-6789 for information. ®

=l

www.galtmile.com
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State to Dump
Double Deductible

Article by Eric Berkowitz

The December 13th special session of the Florida Legislature

called by Governor Bush to tackle the “"double deductible” inequity

framed by the 4-hurricane season has borne fruit. Senate Bill
S10-A, sponsored by Senators Garcia and Llynn and House Bill
H O009-A by Representatives Ross, Barreiro, Baxley, Farkas,
Harrell, Maytield and Murzin provides for the Florida Department
of Financial Services to reimburse policyholders of residential
property insurance for multiple deductibles applied by insurers

for two or more hurricanes.

Although the original bills were limited to individual homeowners,
intense pressure applied by the Condominium Association
legislative Lobby (CALL) opened the door to Condominium inclu-
sion. The amount of reimbursement to condominium associations
will vary depending on each association’s hurricane deductible
under their policy and the amount each association paid for
hurricane deductibles. While the maximum reimbursement to
condominium associations is limited to $3,000 per condominium
unit, the State is earmarking $75 million to fund the plan.

Filed on December 10th
and infroduced on
December 13th, Senate
Bill STO-A was referred
to the Senate Banking
and Insurance and
General Government
Appropriations
g Committees for

review. It sailed through
Banking and Insurance by a vote of 10 YEAS vs. O NAYS on
December 14th. The next day it passed General Government
Appropriations by a vote of 4 YEAS vs. O NAYS. It was placed
on the Special Order Calendar for consideration on December
16th and then “laid on the table” after its sister House Bill HO-A
was substituted for it. The House Bill HO-A was also filed on
December 10th and introduced on December 13th. The bill
was referred to the House Insurance Committee, Fiscal Council
and Commerce Council. It immediately passed the House
Insurance Commitiee by a 16 YEAS vs. T NAY vote. On the
14th, it passed the Fiscal Council by a vote of 20 YEAS vs.
1 NAY. later that day, it zipped through the Commerce Council
by a 10 YEAS vs. O NAYS unanimous vote. It was added to the
third reading calendar the next day. On December 16th, the bill
passed a vote in the House by 115 YEAS vs. 2 NAYS (3 not
voting) and the Senate by 38 YEAS vs. 1 NAY (1 Not Voting)
and ordered enrolled. It was signed by the officers on December
21st before being presented to and signed by the Governor.

Continued on page 10

Florida Drapery
D

Serving South Florida Since 1950

15% OFF Vertical Blinds

More affordable than designers

Specials on already low-priced NEW SALES:
10% OFF Pinch-Pleat Drapes and Blackout Liners

Personalized customer service unrivaled by department stores

Call for your Complementary Consultation on NEW Window Treatments

954-467-1426 LIS

Drapes* Blackout Drapes#* Sheers#* Cornices
Valances* Verticals*Blinds *#Plantation
Shutters*Roman Shades#*#AND MORE!

‘Florida Drapery
-

SERVICE

South Florida’s
Window Treatment
CLEANING LEADER

#on-site and off-site

*take-down and re-hang
#*reasonable turn-around

ALL WINDOW TREATMENTS

20% off with ad

Regular Prices
Drapes: $1.90/Pleat
Sheers: $1.70/Pleat

Call for other treatments

Defibrillators ...Continued

Defibrillators. Every defibrillator is approved by the FDA
and is designed for easy use by any untrained first respon-
der. Every concemed Galt Mile resident should support
their Board's acquiring and mainfaining this inexpensive
device that may one day save their life or that of a loved
one. No more dawdling... there’s too much at stake!

BTW - As a result of a decision rendered by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration on October 20, 2004, AEDs will
soon be available to anyone “over the counter”. The Philips
HeartStart Home Deﬁbriﬁator can now be purchased with-
out a prescription. The FDA is currently considering similar
applications from other manufacturers. It appears ﬁwot all
FDA-approved Automated External Defibrillators designed
for use by lay “first responders” will also be available with-
out a prescripfion in the near future ®

DANCE DANCE DANCE

Valentine’s Day Special
6 Private Lessons $299
Professional Instructions

Salsa ® Disco ® Latin
Ballroom ® Nightclub

Get ready for:
Cruwes, Weddings,
tond, Anntversarted,
zvahs, Parties,
Corporate Events

Body Development
Exercives e5

Stretch Programs

Gift Certificates
Avadlable

ance Academy
954.630.8008

Call for complimentary lesson
3515 Galt Ocean Drive » Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308
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Buy Your WINDOWS
From a WOMAN™

Impact Glass is Our Strength™

PGI

Vi Si}'f;lr\ﬂr Better

JAN PETERSON
OWNER

For A Complimentary Estimate

938-5009

1018 Floranad_ali__Hogd

¢ Aluminum Windows * French Doors &
Sliding Doors » Wood Blinds & Shutters »

MGE Window & Glass

LICENSED & INSURED » 328-224286 » CGC053497

* NO Crowded ' \ I ’ S
Waiting Rooms | { \ :

¢ Personalized, ) .
Individual One Ay -
On One Care

Phuysical & Massage Therapy for:
Back/Neck Pain * Fibromyalgia * Sciatica * Auto Accidents
* Post Surgical Rehab ¢ Sports Injuries

Specializing
in Auto Accident
Recovery

S

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Brian Richman, MPT, Physical Therapist

3320 NE 34" Street © Ft. Lauderdale ¢ 954-565-9710

Most Insurance Accepted. A Medicare & Humana Provider

6.E07E6

www.galtmile.com
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Defibrillators ..Confinued

The LA. Finess Health Club at 3825 N. Federal Highway is
being sued by the family of Alessio Tringali. The 49 vearold Mr.
Tringali suffered a fatal collapse on April 3, 2003 while exercis-
ing at the Oakland Park finess facility. The wrongful death lawsuit
filed by the victim's family alleges that supplying a defibrillator
may have saved his life. The family of another 51-year-old man
who had a fatal heart attack at the Coral Springs L.A. Fitness gym
filed a similar lawsuit in July. The legal liability s%oe appears to
have switched feet. The law is starting to consider the availability
of defibrillators o be as important as fire extinguishers in private,
as well as public, venues. As with fire safety systems, preparation
is the key fo liability. In framing the industry-wide liability issue,
family attorney Russell Adler stated, “VVe hope as a result of this
litigation and other litigation that is ongoing in the United States
that health clubs will take basic measures fo save the lives of
members who have heart attacks in their clubs.” These legal
developments aren't lost on Association attorneys. The question
confronting condo residents and their Boards is no longer, “What
will happen to us if we purchase and install a defibrillatore” It is
now, “What will happen if we don'te”

Following President Clinton’s signing the “Cardiac Arrest Survival
Act of 2000 into federal law, state legislatures across the nation
passed some variation of a "Good Samaritan” law designed to
encourage public placement and use of defibrillators. These laws
originally envisioned deployment by a trained user. The state ver-
sions of this immuniVY from civil liability have been expanding
almost annually. As legislators educated themselves about AEDs,

Antiques/Estate Appraisals
Vintage
Collectables

Consignment
Fun Finds

Come check us out at the Galt Village Shops
3323 NE 33rd Street
Open Tues - Sat at noonish

Call for an appoinfment

954-564-8500

they reconfigured their legislation to profect any first responder to
an SCA emergency.

Chapter 768.1325 of the Florida Statutes, also entitled the
"Cardiac Arrest Survival Act”, is a work in progress. Originally
designed to protfect trained personnel, the protection was later
extended fo any person maintaining, testing or acquiring an
Automated External Defibrillator. Su%sequenﬂy, anyone operating
the devise in good faith and any medical professional providing
oversight and/or training for ifs use was OEO included. During the

2004 legislative session in Tallahassee, laws mitigating civil liabil-

ity for Condominium Associations, Cooperatives and Homeowner
Associations were enacted.

Targeting profection for Associations, House Bill 0411 and
Senator Walter G. (Skip) Campbell's Senate Bill 1184 amended
the Statute with, “Notwithstanding any other provision of law

fo the contrary, and except as provided in subsection (4), any
person who uses or attempts to use an automated external
defibrillator device on a victim of a perceived medical emer
gency, without objection of the victim of the perceived medical
emergency, is immune from civil liability for any harm resulting
from the use or attempted use of such device. In addition, any
person who acquired the device, including, but not limited to,

a community association organized under chapter 617, chapter
718, chapter 719, chapter 720, chapter 721, or chapter 723,
is immune from such liability...” Chapter 718 is also known as
“The Condominium Act”. Chapter 719 governs the creation and
operation of Cooperatives. Chapter 720 is devoted fo
Homeowner Associations. Governor Bush signed the bills info law

on June 23, 2004.

In addition to immunizing Condominiums from civil liability for
AED deployment, the new amendment also protects Associations
from whimsical insurance vagaries. It states, “An insurer may not
require a community association to purchase medical malpractice
liability coverage as a condition of issuing any other coverage
carried by the association, and an insurer may not exclude dam-
ages resulting from the use of an automated defibrillator device

from coverage under a general liability policy issued to an associ-

afion.” Condominium frepidations about civil liability or perceived
insurance exposure were mitigated in one fell swoop. There are
no longer any “good reasons” to delay acquiring a defibrillator.

Galt Mile Associations are overcoming their prior queasiness
about installing AEDs. More than half of the 26 Galt Mile
Community Association members have equipped their premises
with defibrillators. The new legislation has paved the way for the
rest to likewise protect their residentmembers as well as their indi-
vidual Associations. The Galt Mile has reinvented ifself in the past
few years; almost every building has expended substantial
resources fo upgrade construction, fire safety and security systems.
Most residents have friends and relafives in other buildings as
well. An unnecessary SCA tragedy will resound throughout the
entire community. VWe can only hope that the unprotected condos
win their dangerous race with the clock.

The Galt Mile Community Association strongly endorses the instal-
lation of a defibrillator in every one of its member Associations.
While deciding to emplace an AED is a no-brainer, selecting one
is a challenge. Inasmuch, we mainfain a substantial segment on
our web site with extensive information about Automated Externa

Confinued on page 21
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Welcome Galt Mile News Readers
‘Save the Date’ Friday, March 4th

Please Join Us For Our Open House
From 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.

Be our guest for donuts, danish, bagels
and coffee, and meet our staff.
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We can service all of your real estate
financing needs with competitive rates
and terms on commercial and residential
real estate loans. For expert advice
please call our Lending Department at
954-776-2332, ext. 111.

1

Cheryl Folino
AVP, Branch Manager

Janet Mohalley
Branch Operations Manager

OptimumBank Coupon

OPEN A NEW CD AND GET AN

Additional 15 Basis Points

OVER THE CURRENT ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELDS

CALL 954-566-7316 FOR DETAILS
Offer Expires March 15, 2005. 1
| S

OptimumBank

3524 N. Ocean Boulevard

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
Phone (954) 566-7316
Weekdays, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

‘On the East side
of ATA, Just North
of Nick’s Italian
Restaurant.’

Celebrating our 4t Year Serving the South Florida Community with Three Convenient Locations.

www.galtmile.com
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Ocean Front Properties

R B L
Spaying & Neutering

A Race
with the

A
'{'f;;l][ Mile Condos are tweniy-8

luxurious  and  prestigious @
plexes of ocean front reside
consisting of  condominiums, " cos
operatives and hotel condominium
apartments that stretch north of
Ouakland Park Blvd on A LA on the
Barmier Islands i Fort Laonderdale,
Florida over looking the Atlantic
Ocean golden shores with 115 pris-

“Insuring Your Galt Mile Property”

lock

Article by Eric Berkowitz

Condominiums <+ Homes % Flood
Condo Associations < Commercial
Auto % General Liability

Senator Walter 6. Campbell [

954-318-0404

Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) is a condition that kills more
people than house fires, AIDS, firearms, prostate and breast
cancer, and automobile accidents... combined! In the

United States, it attacks about 700 victims every day. i Educational Seminars

Division + Without freatment, the 250,000 unfortunates that SCA ( A Free Public Service)
strikes annually face a survival rate of less than 5%. There is C || h A . | Ri h F d . ][
RAWLE V. GOSINE only one treatment - defibrillation. If defibrillation is adminis- all fne Anima |9 fs Foundation o 2900 E. Oakland Park Blvd. Ste 200
GRI, CIPS (can.) tered, survival rafes skyrocket to 50%. Defibrillators are inex- . } (East side of bridge)
e Keves company censive, serizkle eme o e ferdly” fher amirEmed 10 Florida {ARFF) for an appointment at o o
Fee et aa. vl year-olds have successfully used them to rescue SCA vic- Ruth Marx — Owner/Agent - Your Galt Mile Neighbor
fims. Of the 30 to 40 Florida residents that succumb to Q5 4—6 ] 5—273 3 ) A Florida Licensed Insurance Agency

E-Mail: inquiry@galtmilecendos.com ‘

SCA every day, 2 or 3 live in Fort Lauderdale.

restigeunderwriters @ earthlink.net

“Fl')T a LUmpk:lt: Il‘\l'll"lg Df d“ units fi_]r sale in the Se\/erg| \/egrs ngl a debofe Commenced over ]’he efficgcy
Galt Milc arca, Pleasc visit www. galtmilccondos.com” of defibrillators. Proliferating in public venues, Automated

External Defibrillators (AEDs| sprouted up in airports, bus :
and frain terminals, government buildings, ballparks, stadi- ReOCh -| AIOOO reS|denTS O]( The

Tired OfHIgh Medical Expenses ? ums, theaters, shopping malls and public parks. The plum- GOH Ocean /\/\||e
meting cost of defibrillators has made them accessible to

Don't sacrifice your health because you don't _ almost any household budget. Their similarity to fire extin-
have medical health Insurance. We specialize in <201 guishers as an effective yet inexpensive life-saver swiftly

E;?i\ggingiuanggpdhg:migsrﬁhsyesrizii(;isf:grzew popularized the devices. Sudden Cardiac Arrest kills far

Burma with over 25 years experience in General

.
3 more people than fires ever did. Every responsible house- ‘
Medicine, Surgery and Family Practice. ' hold has a fire extinguisher. Why not a defibrillatore .

v Tollow up office visits $30 to $40 depending on the case
(Others Charge $50 to $60)

Sample of Costs: Why not? Defibrillators made people nervous. In deference
v Initial office visit fee for new patient is only $50 E'ti(;hno]p;%bgs W]hg 8'(')' STO]rez Cg(;heird\/(f':g 'ﬁonﬂnuoﬂy <
Others charge $ 90 to 125 inking 12:00... 12:00... 12:00... defibrillators appear . ‘o
(Others charee 3 50 t0 123) fo be a daunting piece of hitech wizardry. They have all CO | | O | | | SO n m U SS In-Your-Home Pet Sitting To Keep Your Pets

Happy & Healthy While On Vacation Or Business

the intimidating earmarks of equipment that seemingly
requires years of training before proficiency is achievable -

¥" Our Lab. test costs save you 20% to 25% off customary fees for : : : . c 5
' : ' K T colored buttons and lights. (This phobic perception is unwar
Complete Blood Count, Comprehensive Blood Chemistry, ranted in view of the device's voice capability that actually Services include Walking, Playing/Exercise,
Thyroid and Lipid profiles, Liver, Kidney functions, Electrolytes, “talks” a user Through an incident.) In addition, there were - Feeding, Brushing, & Administering Medications
EKG & the New Metabolic Function evaluation test etc... legal issues. People labored under the assumption that if the
We can refer you to reputable specialists when needed person next fo you collapsed and you deemed to he|p, affer . Additional services available during visits:
V' Please clip and bring this ad. with you to receive discount. a few visits fo fhe local courthouse, he wogld be moving reserve YO urs pO ce n gathering mail, light rotation, & plant watering
Offer Expires - December 31, 2005 info what used to be your house. Condominium Boards / _ d ’
By Appointmen: e ad weanaially i loving ho proo and cane fort lauderdale’s fastest growing
KYIN HO, M.D_M.B.B.S.FAAF P FAMILY PRACTICE o In9iiing @ aefibrilaior. Tor years, e specier of @ 1aws , , . .
2800 East Commercial Blvd., Suite 103 - 104, f:grdiggfg(:?gn‘zccepmce of defbrloros bylliigation neig hborhood pUb| ication! Contact Jaime @ 994-568-2925
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 v : Confinued on page 6
Telephone : 954 - 776 - 5508 Facsimile : 954 - 776 - 5509.
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DEDICATED & HARDWORKING
A S T S I D TO SERVICE ALL YOUR
(PROPERTIES) [E REAL ESTATE NEEDS ; : ; 3

OWNER PROPERTIES INTERNATIONAL INC
BROKER #1 Real Estate Office on Galt Ocean Mile!

9 5 4 = 5 6 2 = 6 3 5 5 Serving the Galt Ocean Mile residents with more than 20 years of professional service.

Over 40 Agents
A to Serve All Of Your
Tony ¢ | Real Estate Needs!

NAPI'ES We Have Some of the "Best Deals'' in Town!

W.TONYNAPLES.COM ——  Great Selection of Preconstruction
Condos in Miami, Fort Laqgerdaie &

Palm Beach

* One Bedroom Oceanfront startlng in
 the low $300,000

REALTOR .
~ e TR | _» Two Bedroom Ocean Views starting
SE HABLA ESPANOL I from $430,000

954-801-6825 = E.'"Td “1'2:33"5’:5" Gy

lo wnhomes W‘E startmg

m 3350 000 &up '

RODRIGUEZ |

WWW.JORGERODRIGUEZ.COM 3324 NE 32 STREET
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL
33308
SPECIALIZING IN THE
GALT OCEAN COMMUNITY GALT OCEAN MILE
FOR 17 YEARS VILLAGE SHOPS
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