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Buy/Sell
All Art & Collectibles

Buyl/Sell
All Jewelry

BuylSell
Gold, Silver, Platinum

YOU MAY HAVE HUNDREDS OR
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS JUST
SITTING IN A CLOSET OR A
DRAWER AND YOU MAY NOT

EVEN KNOW IT!

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR
COLLECTIBLES ARE WORTH.

RARE CoOINS, OLD CURRENCY, GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SILVERWARE, JEWELRY,

ARTWORK, ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, AND MORE!

United States Gold Coins
$1 Gold Coin 1849 to 1889—From $105 up to $40,000
$2.5 Gold Coin 1796 to 1834—From $3,500 up to $500,000
1834 to 1907—From $120 up to $125,000
1908 to 1929—From $135 up to $50,000
$3 Gold Coin 1854 to 1889—From $500 up to $100,000
$5 Gold Coin 1795 to 1807—From $2000 up to $275,000
1807 to 1834—From $1600 up to $150,000
1834 to 1838—From $190 up to $45,000
1839 to 1908—From $105 up to $1,000,000
1908 to 1929—From $150 up to $150,000
$10 Gold Coin 1795 to 1804—From $4,000.000 up to $1,000,000
1838 to 1907—From $205 up to $550,000
1907 to 1933—From $245 up to $150,000
$20 Gold Coin 1850 to 1907—From $415 up to $500,000
1907 to 1933—From $415up to $1,000,000
United States Silver Dollars
1795 to 1798—From $600 up to $500,000
1799 to 1803—From $500 up to $150,000
1840 to 1873—From $120 up to $100,000
1873 to 1884—From $50 up to $7,000
1878 to 1935—From $750 up to $500,000
United States Half Dollars
1795 to 1797—From $400 up to $400,000
1801 to 1807—From $100 up to $45,000
1807 to 1839—From $30 up to $28,000
1839 to 1891—From $15 up to $150,000
1892 to 1915—From $5 up to $25,000 .
1916 to 1947—From $2.25 up to $45,000 Buy/Seil
1948 to 1964—From $2.25 up to $500 Coins & Paper Money

1965 to 1970—From .55 cents to.85 cents
1971 to 1995—From .50 cent to $25 KNOWN & TRUSTED
DEALER IN SOUTH

Proof and Mint Sets
1936 to 1942—As low as $800 as high as $5,000 FLORIDA SINCE
1977.

1950 to 1955—As low as $100 as high as $450

1956 to 1959—As low as $20 as high as $50 PLEASE DO NOT

1960 to 2004—As low as $4 as high as $35,000 CLEAN YOUR ITEMS...
THIS CAN CAUSE IRREPARABLE

*Prices may be higher or lower based on HARM TO ITS VALUE
current precious metal prices.

RARE COINS & PRECIOUS METALS
219 COMMERCIAL BLVD.

PLEASE COME IN FOR
A FREE VERBAL
APPRAISAL OR A FREE
PRICE & INFORMATION
GUIDE ON COLLECTIBLES

954-493-8811

WALK-IN STORE HOURS: M-F 10-3 PM. OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

# The Galt Mile News

SERVING
THE 14,000
RESIDENTS

OF THE
~ GALT OCEAN
MILE
INCLUDING:

Caribe
Commodore
Coral Ridge Towers

" Coral Ridge Towers East
Coral Ridge Towers North
Coral Ridge Towers South

Edgewater Arms
Fountainhead
Galleon
Galt Merchantss Assc.
Galt Ocean Club
Galt Towers

L’Ambiance
L'Hermitage I

L'Hermitage 1T
Ocean Club

Ocean Manor

Ocean Summit
Playa del Mar
Playa del Sol
Plaza East
Plaza South
Regeney South
Regency Tower
Riviera
Royal Ambassador
South poin.t!

Article by Eric Berkowitz

March 7, 2005 - Last year, condominium owners
throughout the State of Florida narrowly dodged
a legislative attempt to disabuse them of the right
to govern themselves. The legislation was “spun”
by proponents as “the people’s bill” and promised
“empowerment” to condo owners. Much to the
chagrin of those it was supposedly designed to
help, it revealed itself as a poorly drawn set of
proposals that brazenly punished people living

in condominiums. When the legislation’s defi-
ciencies were obviated during its review by
various House and Senate Committees, it became
known as the “Condo Killer” bills. Perplexingly,
the bills' sponsors flatly refused to fix the
damaging provisions, clouding their motives

and suggesting an ulterior agenda. The bills’

supporters, after blaming their product’s defeat
on the “naivety” of condo owners, promised to
reintroduce the damaging bills “again next year.”

The lives of condo owners are once again threat-
ened by a political coalition with a surreptitious
agenda. The public face of the coalition is a
small collection of disgruntled condo owners
who weren't satisfied with decisions made by
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their respective Boards. In response, the “Cyber
Citizens for Justice” adopted a scorched earth
policy; if they couldn’t control their condos,
nobody would. Their intention is to dismantle
the Condominium system in Florida. Their
methodology is to regulate it into oblivion. To
accomplish this end, they've assembled several
key ingredients.

To create “regulations”, they’ve allied themselves
with certain legislators in Tallahassee. The St.
Augustine-based “Cybers” enlisted the aid of
second-year Miami Representative Julio Robaina
to compose legislation designed to dismantle
Florida’s condo system. During the 2004 legisla-
tive session, Robaina and several other Miami
legislators sponsored a bill laden with assorted
provisions to disenfranchise hundreds of thou-
sands of condo owners, stultify self-governance,
engender senseless litigation and cripple every
Association’s daily operations. Upon being told
that she would be “empowering condo owners”,
Senator Evelyn Lynn agreed to sponsor the com-
panion bill in the Florida Senate. However, after
reviewing the actual wording and realizing that
the bill was actually an attack on the rights of
condo owners, she withdrew her sponsorship.

Left without a Senate supporter, Robaina turned
to fellow Miami legislator, Senator Rudy Garcia,
to carry the ball. Thousands of condo owners
objected to this unconstitutional attack on their
rights by contacting their representatives to
overturn these damaging provisions. Although
the dangerous provisions were excised from the
bill, Robaina promised to renew his attack on
the rights of condo owners during the next
legislative session.

Continued on page 10

www.galtmile.com



April 2005 % Galt Mile News % Page 22

We are your Beach & East Fort Lauderdale Experts.

We know Gondos!
Thinking of Selling?
Inventory is Low! We need Listings.

Discover our Superior Level of Service.

Some of the currently available Condos on the beach*
Fountainhead 1,2 or 3 BRs

Plaza East 1 or 2 BRs

Plaza South 2 or 3 BRs

L’Ambiance 3 BRs

Galleon 1 or 2 BRs

Ocean Manor Condo Hotel

Ocean Club Studio or 2 BRs

Ocean Summit 2 BR

Playa Del Mar 1 or 2 BRs

Regency Tower 1 BR

Galt Ocean Club 1,2 or 3 BRs

Regency South 1,2 or 3 BRs

Royal Ambassador 1,2, or 3 BRS

Riveria 1 or 3 BRs

Play Del Sol 1 or 2 BRs
Commodore 1 or 2 BRs

Southpoint 1,2, or 3 BRs
L'Hermitage 2,3 or 4 BRs

The Tides Studio, 1,2 or 3 BRs
The Palms 2,3,4 or 5 BRs

The Vue 2 or 3 BRs 485,000-995,000
New Construction 1,2,3,0or 4 BRs 455,000-2,100,000

Always interested in working with investors and silent partners for
Great Returns on Real Estate.

Call Albert or Tlim Byrd
greatcondos@greatcondosinc.com

399,000-679,000
348,000-593,000
650,000-743,000
695,000-1,993,000
3/5,000-485,000
159,900-575,000
210,000-550,000
439,900
321,900-543,000
359,000
399,000-1,030,000
3/5,000-625,000
289,900-565,000
3083,900-729,000
327/,500-533,000
312,000-549,000
329,900-729,300
/797,0004,400,000
244,000-565,000
623,000-6,000,000

GREAT CONDOS INC
954-566-3225
www.greatcondosinc.com

& The Galt Mile News

The Galt Mile News is the official newsletter
of the Galt Mile Community. Published

12 times a year, this publication is

designed to educate the Galt residents of
neighborhood-oriented current events and
issues, and to offer residents Galt-specific

discounts from various local merchants.
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Allison Weingard Muss
954-292-6553
galtnews@yahoo.com

Art Director:  Gio Castiglione
Distribution:  Michael Loomis

Ad Sales: Allison W. Muss
Editor: Eric Peter Berkowitz
The publisher accepts no liability for the
accuracy of statements made by association

members, outside contributors, third party
articles, or advertisers.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Robert Rozema
(954) 563-6353

Chairman, Presidents Council
Pio leraci
(954) 561-9795

Treasurer
Leah Glickfield
(954) 563-1001

Secretary
Eric Peter Berkowitz
(954) 564-4427

Director
Rose Guttman
(954) 563-2425

Director
James Gill
(954) 565-0770

Director

Charles Rossi
(954) 564-6328

ADVISORY BOARD

Lorraine Alfano
Joe Ayoub

Charles Baldwin

Dott Nicholson-Brown
Francis Casier

Dr. Jim Comis

Dr. Robert Drews
Kathleen Freismuth
Richard Gabrielle
Howard Goldstein
Ralph Hamaker

Ed Harwood

Warren Hurley
Marlene Katkin
Herbert Kwart

Dr. Alex Leeds

Dr. Gwilyn Lodwick
George Mayer

Sam Montross

Dr. Thomas E. Piemme
Kevin Songer

Huey Vanek

www.galtmile.com
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THIS MONTH AT-A-GLANCE

10

Auschwitz Photographs
Museum of Art
Through May
Info.: 954-525-5500

1 5 Ocean Fest
Through 4/17
Info.: 954-839-8516

Green Day
University of Miami
Convocation Center

Tix.: ficketmaster.com

16

Art and the City
United Jewish Community
of Broward County's Young
Leadership Division's
Las Olas Art Center
Info.: 954-252-6908

17

18

Commissioner Teel:
Pre-Agenda Meeting

(ity Commission
Megting City Hall
6 p.m.
Disney's On The Record
Through 5/11

1 Fort Lauderdale

20

Marlins v Mets

(lueless on
Las Olas

21

Galt Mile Communitgy
Association Meeting

2 2 Earth Day

A Girl’s Guide to Chaos
Through 4/23

2 3 Erev Pesach

Market Pro Computer
Show &Sale
War Memorial

Beach Community Center Broward Center Pro Player Nick's Italian Restaurant Broward Center 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Info.-954:828'5033 | _Info.: 954-462.0222 705 p.m. 1 om Ino. 9544620222 | info. 9545707785

Marlins v Cincinati
2 Pro Player

25

26

27

28

29

30

1:05 p.m.
Disney's Beauty
Dog Social and The Beast Air & Sea Show
Bonnet House Through 4/30 Through 5/1
410 6:30 p.m. Broward Center Ft. Lauderdale Beach
Info.: 954-563-5393 X 126 Info.: 954-462-0222 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
_ Cinderella Commissioner Teel: Marlins v Colorado Marlins v Colorado
1 Family Fun Series Pre-Agenda Meeting 3 4 5 6 Pro Player 7 Pro Player
Broward Center Beach Comm. Center 7:35 p.m. 6:05 p.m.
Info.: 954-462-0222 Info.: 954-828-5033
Sunday Juzz Brunch Cinderella Fort Lauderdale City Margaret Cho Kenny Chesney
Riverwalk, Downfown FL |~ Family Fun Series Commission Meeting The Assassin Tour Office Depot Center
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Broward Center City Hall Broward Center 7:30 p.m.
Info.: 954-828-5985 Info.: 954-462-0222 6 p.m. Info.: 954-462-0222 Tix.: ticketmaster.com

Marlins v Colorado
Pro Player
1:05 p.m.

Mather's Day

Sarah McLachlan
Office Depot Center
Tix.: ticketmaster.com

9

Marlins v Houston
Pro Player
7:05 p.m.

10

Marlins v Houston
Pro Player
7:05 p.m.

11

Marlins v Houston
Pro Player
7:05 p.m.

12

13

14

A 1

OO

K

ahead

May 13 - 15 — Florida Marine Aquarium Show War Memorial Auditorium.

May 20 - Smokey Joe's Cafe Office Depot Center, Broward Center, Tix.: 954-462-0222.

May 26 - 29 — Marlins v Mets Pro Player Stadium, Tix.: www.florida.marlins.mlb.com

THE
OMBUDSMAN
QUESTION

Eric Berkowitz

Dr. Virgil Rizzo is the Condominium Ombudsman. The 67-year-old
attorney-retired physician-was appointed by Gov. Bush on Dec. 3,
2004. His responsibility is to mediate conflicts. Specifically, conflicts
between condo owners, board members, Associations, Managers, etc.
If an owner has a problem with the Board, they can call him. If a
Condo Board has a problem with an owner, they can call him. If a
Board member has a problem with another Board member, Rizzo is
available. He is supposed to be a neutral dialogue facilitator. He is sup-
posed to hear the facts surrounding an issue and apply the law; his
mandate is to serve as a fair and impartial mediator. On January 28th,
Rizzo attended a meeting in Dania Beach. Unfortunately, Dr. Rizzo
has made certain statements implying a lack of conversancy with the
real problems facing condominiums. Mr. Ombudsman stated that he
will be making a recommendation to the Legislature that every condo-
minium association in the State of Florida needs to have the same set
of Condominium Documents..

Apparently it is irrelevant if you live in a small 4-unit condominium
conversion or a huge 2000-unit condominium community; not
important if you live in a timeshare condominium, mobile home con-
dominium, commercial condominium, mixed-use condominium or

a basic Chapter 718 (standard) condominium. Obviously, this would
also deftly remove a basic right that condo owners now enjoy; the
right to set rules pertinent to their unique problems. Rules about park-
ing, rules for appropriate security, rules that maintain the physical
premises, elevator use restrictions, rules governing noise - if it’s not in
his “standard” set of Condo Documents - it doesn’t exist - even if
every owner in the building wants it.

This isn’t simply a threat to majority rule; it’s an effort to do away
with any form of self-governance. The decisions about your home
would pass from you to Tallahassee. Instead of being decided by elect-
ed representatives, conflicts not addressed in the boilerplate Condo
Docs - from security and maintenance issues to late-night construction
- will all wind up in the courts. Condominiums would operate like
public housing. Enactment of the Ombudsman’s idea would deter any
sane person from purchasing a condo unit. The value of existing units
would be reduced to the value of their furnishings. A strange proposal
from a “fair and impartial medi-
ator.”

Ombudsman Rizzo carries some
baggage that some feel should
have precluded Governor Bush
from selecting him to fill the
office. Dr. Rizzo lives in a river-
front condominium complex in

Continued on page 7

River Reach
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/NEIGHBORHOOD
|7 REALTOR ..
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A ASSISTING -
--~YOU TO.SELL,
L= PURCHASE,.. 7|
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== FOR A"COPY.OF

| /APARTMENT SALES ||~

N YOUR-BUILDING

Li1zziE PIND
Realtor

Call: 954-294-2787

pind@bellsouth.net
- For access to the MLS online,

visit website at Www.

... SoFloridaproperties.com

OzniunIZL

Real Estate for Your World

HANSEN REALTY
25 YEARS OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Elaine M Norton,pa
Certified Public Accountant

H

Serving small to mid-sized
businesses & families in East
Fort Lauderdale for 20 years

Personalized attention &
quality professional service

Complete customized
accounting & tax services

Monthly, quarterly
& annual business
services, as needed

Personal & corporate
income taxes

(federal & all

50 states)

Electronic filing
available

Free initial
consultation

954-566-9906

3330 NE 32 Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL

www.galtmile.com
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Social Security... Continued

A visiting Coral Springs retiree asked the Congressman if his plan
received an endorsement by AARP or other legitimate Social Security
watchdogs. Shaw answered that the plan’s infancy hasnt yet afforded
AARP the opportunity for an in-depth review, although

he “expects their support to be forthcoming.” Congressman Shaw
asserted that his plan compared favorably to President Bill Clinton’s
aspirations for a Social Security fix while in office. Shaw said that when
he recently asked former President Clinton his view of the “Add-On”
plan, Clinton responded, “I see no reason why it shouldn’t work!”
During Clinton’s reign, it was Shaw’s Welfare Reform Bill that the
President ultimately signed into law with the avid approval of 98 House
Democrats. Shaw anticipates bi-partisan support for his Guarantee Plus
Plan, having caucused with key Democratic leaders prior to its release.
Shaw exclaimed that Senators Joe Lieberman and Tom Harkin both
favor personal retirement accounts that serve as an adjunct to the exist-
ing Social Security plan benefits instead of as a replacement.

The meeting demonstrated Clay Shaw’s remarkable resilience. His plan
is a creative response to President Bush’s call to place Social Security on
a solvent footing using personal self-directed retirement accounts. His
plan differs from the Administration’s in that it doesn’t slash benefits or
further undermine the trust fund. Throughout its history, Social
Security has been subject to minor adjustments to accommodate evolv-
ing demographics. AARP and other Social Security guardians have
opposed the Administration’s attempt to “scare” benefit-cutting legisla-
tion through Congress by characterizing a fixable imbalance as
“impending bankruptcy”. AARP analysts view efforts to “carve out” and
redirect payroll taxes into the stock market as a thinly veiled resurrec-
tion of the failed British and Chilean experiments which resulted in

In this newsletter

parenthetical disaster. Social Security watchdogs like the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities support AARP’s contention that
Administration assertions not only misrepresent the Social Security
shortfall, but that by “carving out” personal account contributions, it
would hasten its demise by six years. According to Chief Actuary
Stephen Goss of the Social Security Administration, Social Security is
projected to have a cash surplus of $48 billion in 2012 under current
law (in current dollars) and that under the President’s proposal; it
would have a cash deficit of $14 billion. Shaw’s plan mutes these criti-
cisms by adding on a new component that will correct the imbalance
using methods deemed credible on both sides of the aisle. Past resist-
ance to “Add-On” plans stemmed from their tendency to increase the
deficit. Shaw responds by rhetorically asking “Is there a deficit in the
short term? Yes. All of these plans create a deficit in the short-term. All
of the plans that are out there have to create a deficit to get the
accounts started.”

While the Social Security Administration attractively scored a similar
bill offered by Shaw during last year’s 108th Congressional session,
Shaw’s updated version hasn’t as yet been reviewed. Once SSA and the
Congressional Budget Office analyze Shaw’s new entry, it may survive as
the only long term rescue capable of eliciting both AARP’s blessing and
the bi-partisan support necessary for passage. Time, as always, will tell!®

A DV ERTI S E

Post & Post, Inc.
Realtors

(954) 564-2992

3300 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, 33308
Visit www.CONDOPAGES.com

'HERMITAGE

PLAYADELSOL ROYAL AMBASSADOR REGENCYTOWER OCEAN CLUB

Selling? Buying? Leasing?
Call the #1 Brokers in Beach Condo Sales!

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION

THE PALMS
SOUTHPOINT ~ GALT TOWERS REGENCY TOWER SOUTH RIVIERA GALT OCEAN CLUB OCEAN SUMMIT GALLEON PLAZA EAST

Patti Post & Sandra Post

dYW 13 VAYd SIWYY ¥3LvM3DA3 JYOQOWWOD HLNOS ¥ZYd

L'AMBIANCE BEACH

Ombudsman... Continued

Southwest Fort Lauderdale called River Reach.
A few years ago he filed a suit against the
Association’s Board of Directors, claiming that
they mishandled condominium investments.
Condominium residents coalesced in support
of their board and countered by filing a libel
suit against the Ombudsman. To avoid the
appearance of a conflict of interest, Rizzo
stepped aside as the litigation’s main catalyst.
Fifteen of Dr. Rizzo’s neighbors met with
reporters after his appointment, questioning
his qualifications to lead the State’s condomini-
um mediation efforts. Neal Ketcher, a retired
airline pilot who has lived in River Reach for
33 years, surmised, “It strikes me that someone
who has created such disruption, confusion
and distrust in his own condominium . . .
should not be allowed to do the same at

other condominiums.”

While the Ombudsman has made some dis-
concerting remarks that serve to arouse suspi-
cion about his real agenda, opining about that
agenda seems premature. He is new to the job.
The job itself, at least in its present incarna-
tion, is also new. The resources made available
to him to accomplish his uncertain agenda are,
in his opinion, inadequate. Additionally, when
certain individuals are elevated into a position
of power, a strange political phenomenon
occurs. As exemplified by the overnight “mod-
eration” sometimes experienced by some newly
appointed Judges to the Supreme Court, past
behavior ceases to be an indicator of how the
individual will treat his/her new responsibility.
For these, and other, reasons, it seems only fair
to continue observing Dr. Rizzo and reserve
judgment about his efficacy. Should you have
questions for your new Ombudsman, please
email Dr. Rizzo at virgil.rizzo@dbpr.state.fl.us
Telephone at 1-(850)-922-7671 or Fax at
1-(850)-921-5446. His address in the

State Capitol is 1940 N. Monroe Street,
Tallahassee, FL 32399.

For additional information about the
Ombudsman or other impacts on our commu-
nity issuing from Tallahassee, please check the
Galt Mile Community Association web site
(www.galtmile.com). Click on “Issues” on the
top navigation bar, scroll down to the
“Tallahassee” section and click. Keep track of
the “surprises” that the legislature has in store

for the Galt Mile! ®
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stigious Marble
olishers=-

Stone Restoration Specialists

MARBLE
GRAHIE TERRAIZO

lll"'r

PORCHAINWCOHCRETE

Residential and Contmercial

954-227-2600
Fax 954-227-4714

Licensed and Insured

www.galtmile.com
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We take your soul to ltaly,
without leaving your
bank account in ruins.

While our passion for finding the best wines takes us
around the globe, you need only travel minutes to bring
the treasure of greatwine to your table tonight. Bold
Cabemets, Mellow Medots, Crisp Pinot-Grigios. Come
experience our hand selected, world-class wines, uniquely
arnanged by flavor and taste. Your journey awaits at
WineStyles, where it's never an expensive trip with most

Social Security... Continued

Those who voluntarily participate will receive
an annual refundable income tax credit of up to
4% of their earnings, maximizing at $1000, to
establish their own Social Security Guarantee
Account. Shaw’s concept serves as a voluntary
“Add-On” to currently mandated benefits, layer-

Free Daily Wine Samplings Spm-Tpm
Wine Tastings Every Friday Spm-8pm

v e
-!',.L—-—r"" e s ﬁ:}, S a g
i Y e ) t ’
2
"ff-_j p WINE & GIFTS

‘ it's what's inside that counts

NOW OPEN
In Galt Ocean Marketplace
4028 N. Ocean Bivd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
3 . 954-630-1325
el wwwy winestyles.net
|

Coming soon to Boca Raton & Fort Myers

Franchises Available Wine Club Memberships Available

Mary Crincoli, Realtor
& Team

954-560-1282

marycrincoli@msn.com

Parlo Italiano o
Hablo Espafiol .,;_':fﬁ‘:)
Call if you are ready to

SELL or BUY

Beach Area
Condos/Homes.

We appreciate referrals!

A1A, Galt Ocean Mile, Las Olas

Eﬁ_i!]r &= =xit Ocean Realty, 3350 N. Ccean Bivd., Fort Lauderdale, FI. 33308

wines remarkably priced between$10 and $25.

Locations in Coral Springs & Palm Beach Gardens

ing a personal retirement account over the exist-
ing Social Security plan. Account owners would
select where to invest the funds (from a pre-
approved set of alternatives) which then grow
tax-free until benefits are paid. Shaw continued,
“At retirement or when the worker becomes
disabled, a portion of the Guarantee Account is
paid directly to the worker and the rest is used
to help pay full, guaranteed Social Security
benefits. Should an individual die before becom-
ing eligible, the balance of their money will be
passed along to their heirs.” Where does the
roughly $3 trillion program investment come
from? The audience patiently awaited the
distinct “thud” that accompanies the other shoe
dropping. It never came. The Shaw plan borrows
general revenues to fund the accounts. “Even
assuming borrowing for a transitional period,
my plan pays back every borrowed dollar plus
interest within the seventy five-year period. Not
only would we pay off the mortgage on Social
Security, we would leave workers with substan-
tial account balances and the federal government
with excess cash,” Shaw explained.

Continued on page 17

advertise!

call allison muss

@ 954 292-6553

reserve your space in

fort lauderdale’s fastest growing

neighborhood publication!

Congressman E. Clay Shaw Jr.

=4

£ Social Secur

“Every responsible financial advisor recom-
mends a diversified portfolio to clients. In
addition to investing in growth and value
equities, corporate bonds, government
bonds, precious metals and perhaps some
real estate, professional consultants will
always put some resources in the mattress.
A portion of any model financial plan has
some ‘rainy day’ money sitting in savings
accounts. Gambling with futures and
options can make you rich but that cash in
the bank will buy food if your crystal ball
malfunctions. While Social Security was
never intended to serve as a self-sufficient
retirement plan, it gives every participant
a ‘cash in the bank’ safety net should

their other life’s plan’ investment
machinations go awry.”

- Economics of Financial Planning 101

Whether or not
he’s conversant
with your particu-
lar political Muse,
Fort Lauderdale
Congressman E.
Clay Shaw Jr. is
conceded several
admirable qualities
by both con-
stituents and peers.
His lengthy tenure
reflects Herculean
staying power. In the 1960s and 1970s, Shaw
built an impressive record of service to the
residents of Fort Lauderdale as an Associate
Municipal Judge, Chief City Prosecutor, and
Assistant City Attorney, City Commissioner,
Vice Mayor (1973-75) and Mayor (1975-
80). Elected twelve times to represent the
500-square-mile, 700,000-person 22nd
Congtessional District, the Republican
Congressman has consistently managed to
garner the confidence of his bi-partisan con-
stituency. In fact, his predominantly urban
electorate includes an area addressed in whis-
pers by fearful Republican prospects as “the
killing fields”. This staunchly Democratic
section of Broward County has dashed the
political aspirations of Republican hopefuls
for decades. Shaw has managed to skate
through this dangerous gauntlet unscathed
for twenty-four years. His secret? He took a
page from Claude Pepper’s playbook. No
matter who occupies the White House, Shaw
plays to his biggest audience, SENIORS.
Not surprisingly, District 22 boasts the
highest percentage of over-65 voters in

the nation.

o

Continued on page 11
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A distinctive selection of museum
uality arework, sculptures, nautical
themed pieces, home furnishings and
other exceptional works of art.

Save 10%
with this ad.

308 » Tel. 954-566-8011
-9PM, Sun. 12PM-5PM

3556 N. Ocean, Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
OPEN Mon.-Wed. 10AM-6PM, Thu.-Sat.

ATTENTION SNOWBIRDS!!!

Leaving you residence vacant for months at a time?
Stay clear of unexpected problems upon your return.

We are a full service Home Watch Company
that will take care or your residence while you
are away. We offer competitive pricing with a
personalized touch. You will be notified after
each weekly visit to reassure you that your
property is free from leaks, pests, storm
damage, mold/ mildew and more.

Snowbird Home Watch, LLC
% )%r;:/)}'(r(’(?/ﬂ Drrce of mind white you re aney ’

For a complete list of services call or visit our website:

954-816-7965

www.SnowbirdHMwatch.com

Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

www.galtmile.com
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Social Security... Continued

H.R. 2971 would restrict the sale and public
display of Social Security numbers, limit dis-
semination of Social Security numbers by
credit reporting agencies, make it more diffi-
cult for businesses to deny services if a cus-
tomer refuses to provide his or her Social
Security number, and establish civil and crim-
inal penalties for violations.” While these bills
and others supported by the Congressman nip
and tuck to correct inequities in the program’s
administration, they carefully avoided expos-
ing the program’s funds to experimentation.
By the same token, they don't include his
entry into the “Save Social Security” sweep-
stakes.

Mr. Shaw revealed that entry to Galt Mile
residents, City Commissioner Christine Teel,
City Manager George Gretsas and other

civic leaders at the town hall style meeting.
Introducing it as the Social Security
Guarantee Plus Plan (H.R. 750), he summa-
rized, “Promised benefits, including cost of
living increases, are guaranteed for people
receiving benefits today, tomorrow and for all
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CONFIDENTIALITY.

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

JOY AT 954-564-0025
OR
VICTORIA AT 954-551-6102
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U.S. CITIZEN
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future generations. My plan does not raise
taxes, does not lower benefits, and does not
change the retirement age.” Shaw explained
that while the plan guarantees full, promised,
current law benefits for all workers, it does so
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FINE QUALITY ANTIQUES, PAINTINGS,
PORCELAIN, SILVER AND ESTATE JEWELRY.
LOCAL BUYER GUARANTEES HONESTY AND
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by setting aside real assets, not IOUs, to pre-
fund benefits. “These assets are saved in each
worker’s own account, thereby providing
workers the opportunity to create real wealth
for themselves and their families.”
Continued on page 16

Social Security... Continued

Another of Shaw’s distinguishing characteristics is an Ahab-
like courage. The Congressman convened a 3 PM meeting at
the Beach Community Center on February 21st to edify Galt
Mile residents about his version of a Social Security rescue.
Social Security is a political minefield. Its mere mention stirs
fear in the heart of any elected official with a functioning sur-
vival instinct. Once safely re-elected, President Bush turned
Social Security into a hot button issue, portending its immi-
nent demise. Responding to the President’s dictum,
Republican legislators across the country scheduled local
meetings on President’s Day to engender support for the
Administration’s controversial intention to channel payroll
taxes into the stock market, change the basis for Social
Security’s benefit structure from “wage indexing” to “price
indexing” and “means test” affluent retirees to lessen their
benefits. In turn, Democratic legislators scheduled similar
local meetings to mollify overreaction to the Administration’s
inflammatory rhetoric. Although the actual depth of the prob-
lem is a hotbed of contention, most responsible officials assert
that immediate attention to the fund’s projected shortfall
would be the least painful prescription. While “fixes” range
from radical surgery to minor tweaks, depending on whose
“facts” you deem credible, Shaw’s “senior-heavy” constituency
is naturally concerned about the efficacy of these supposed
“solutions”. The residents in Clay Shaw’s district suspect that
their Social Security benefit could fall prey to a political agen-
da masquerading as “concern for their grandchildren.” The
meeting was innocently entitled, “A Social Security Update”.
An Attorney and a Certified Public Accountant by training,
Clay Shaw’s experience has adequately prepared him to
authoritatively address his South Florida seniors on this
controversial topic. He recently completed a six-year term as
Chairman of the House Social Security Subcommittee of the
powerful Ways and Means Committee.

Congressman Shaw opened the meeting by offering his cre-
dentials as a champion of “senior” issues. On March 2, 2004,
Shaw’s Social Security Protection Act of 2003 (H.R. 743) was
signed into law by President Bush. AARP (Association for the
Advancement of Retired Persons) CEO Bill Novelli comment-
ed that Shaw’s legislation would “make Social Security more
secure and equitable for millions of the most vulnerable Social
Security beneficiaries.” Novelli elaborated, “It will protect
Social Security beneficiaries from unscrupulous scam artists
and will remove barriers that have prevented individuals with
disabilities from working. We (AARP) are pleased to have
been part of this significant bipartisan legislation.” Shaw’s leg-
islative history is peppered with efforts to fine tune Social
Security... such as the Social Security Number (SSN) Privacy
and Identity Theft Prevention Act of 2003 (H.R. 2971). Shaw
describes the bill’s rationale as, “In order to protect SSNs from
theft in the public and private sector,

Continued on page 14
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PHARMACY BY THE

The Pharmacy That Delivers!
Delivery & Drive-Thru Service Available

Geneen Graber, PharmD “Dr. 6"

234 Commercial Blvd. ® lauderdale-By-The-Sea
(2 blocks west of ATA)

954-938-0005

We're Competitively Priced and Accept Most Insurance Plans,
Medicaid, Medicare Assignment and Workman’s Compensation

Luxury BEACH CONDO REALTOR

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

L' HERMITAGE
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Will Montes de Oca
Realtor
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Portuguese ¢ Spanish e Italian ¢ French

www.galtmile.com



April 2005 % Galt Mile News % Page 12

April 2005 % Galt Mile News % Page 13

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

* SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.
 MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YEARS oF

ATTORNEY AT LAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Handling cases-in Broward, Dade and Palm Beach Counties from Ft. Lauderdale. The hiring of a
lawyer is a important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask me to send you free written information about my qualifications and experience.

.1
CLOSETS BY CHRISS

LET US HELP YOU ORGANIZE YOUR
CLOSETS, LAUNDRY ROOM,
PANTRY AND GARAGE

ProCraft systems will make the most of your space

FREE ESTIMATES

CUSTOM MADE AND DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

(954)696-8845

Insured GLO510004725-00

Licensed 753116373

Playbill.. Continued

Their Associations, fulfilling their fiduciary responsibility to
protect its members from having to “carry” those who don’t pay
their obligations, took action. Perhaps the legislators felt that
they were entitled to special treatment because they were
Florida State Representatives. Their
Associations did not. The East Atlantic
Gardens Condominium placed a lien
against Barreiro’s unit on May 29, 2003
after he was legally notified on April
22nd that his $595 maintenance pay-
ment was past due. Barreiro claims that
he was away in Tallahassee at the annual
legislative session when he missed his
maintenance obligation. The session was
over on April 30th and he wasn’t liened
until May 29th, a month later. Juan C.
Zapata neglected to pay monthly mainte-
nance for his unit at Elan at Calusa
Condominium from June through
October, 1989, in the amount of $181.
He claimed that the Association was
sending his bills to the wrong address. Is
it possible he forgot that he owned a con-
dominium for five months until they
filed a lien?

Senator Atwater

Senator Bogdanoff
The legislators might have found a more

appropriate way to exact revenge on their Associations for
expecting them to pay their bills. To dismantle the entire
Condominium Association system in the State of Florida and
place 1.1 million condo

owners at risk is a severe response to the
embarrassment they brought on them-
selves. Enlisting the aid of legislative col-
legues to accomplish payback is an abject
abuse of their position and the power
that accompanies it.

Noting that support for the legislation

was limited to certain Miami legislators,
Representative Ellyn Bogdanoff speculat-
ed that their participation was possibly in
response to a problem indigenous to

some Miami condominiums that may have
behaved inappropriately. However, she professed confusion
about why they would attempt to perpetrate their punitive
“cure” on all condominiums throughout the State. To disallow
self-governance for over a million condominium owners to cor-
rect a possible local abuse seemed wildly excessive.

Senator Robaina

Not surprisingly, SEIU made a “campaign” contribution to
Juan Zapata on October 28, 2004 (eleven months after his elec-
tion), following his support of the ill-fated “Condo Killer” bills.
Incidentally, on August 17, 2004, Ombudsman Virgil Rizzo
also contributed to Zapata’s campaign, shortly before he was
selected by Governor Bush to fill the office that Zapatas legisla-
tion created. SEIU didn’t overlook Representative Barriero’s
help with their agenda, contributing to his campaign on July
16, 2004. As is often the case in Tallahassee, you can’t tell the
players without a scorecard. ¢

$530,000—closed 2/25/05

JUST SOLD!

Information provided by Eastside Properties, 954-565-7644

Twelve more properties were sold in the Galt Ocean Mile Community:

Coral Ridge Towers #1412
(1/1)
$165,000—closed 3/09/05

The Continental # 604
(2/2)
$360,000—closed 2/15/05

Fountainhead #6C
(2/2) (2/2)
$391,500—closed 02/25/05

Regency South #306 L’Hermitage #502S

(2/2) (2/2)

$390,000—closed 2/24/05 $750,000—closed 3/02/05
Commodore #612 Southpoint #502S

(2/2) (3/2.5)

$330,000—closed 2/28/05 $660,000—closed 2/25/05

Riviera #1001 Regency Towers South #1102 l
(2/2) (2/2)

Playa del Mar #1508
(1/1.5)
$300,000—closed 3/02/05

Royal Ambassador #1704
(1/1.5)
$297,500—closed 2/25/05

Berkley South PH-8

$345,000—closed 2/16/05

$455,000—closed 3/14/05

GALT FAMILY PENTISTRY

954-563-1362
3343 NE 33RD STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE

DOUGLAS N

COSMETIC DENTISTRY

IMPLANT PLACEMENT & RECONSTRUCTION

DIGITAL X-RAYS

DIGITAL INTRAORAL CAMERA EXAMS

RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

CROWN & BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION

PERIODONTAL SERVICES

STATE-OF-THE-ART STERILIZATION

NITROUS OXIDE
EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE
DENTAL FINANCING AVAILABLE

PYSER, D.M.D, M.A., P.A.

o

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

|COMPREHENSIVE ORAL EXAM (0150)
[FULL MOUTH X-RAYS (0210/0272)
[ORAL CANCER SCREENING (0100)

s4()

YOU SAVE $140 WITH cOUPON

TEETH WHITENING

50D

PLUS $1(0 MAIL-IN REBATE
CALL FOR DETAILS

www.galtmile.com
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Playbill.. Continued

The group also needed financing and media access. For this, they
turned to a local union looking for new business opportunities. SEIU
(Service Employees International Union) a national union that repre-
sents building service employees and health care workers. The Building
Services component represents janitors, doormen, reception personnel,
maintenance workers, housekeeping personnel, etc., employed in
hotels, apartment buildings, stadiums, private parks, etc. A Miami local
of SEIU, Local 11, perceived condominiums as a fertile untapped
source of new revenues. For years, the union has unsuccessfully
attempted to organize anyone working in private homes. Their cam-
paign to organize Homeowner Associations, Neighborhood
Associations and, above all, Condominium Associations, has also yield-
ed disappointing results. Their problem is simple; to organize a condo-
minium, they need to be invited in by disaffected employ-
ees. The vast majority of condominiums have good rela-
tions with their employees. Quiescent, well-run condo-
miniums are anathema to the union. Without dissention,
the union is precluded from the opportunity to add $mil-
lions in prospective “dues” to the maintenance assessments

of targeted condominium owners.

By way of investment, SEIU made a contribution to the campaign cof-
fers of Julio Robaina on June 27, 2003 to help emplace him into office.
They also arranged several “Cyber” demonstrations and meetings. They
engineered a demonstration at the office of Senator Jeffrey Atwater, the
sponsor of a 2004 Homeowner Association bill (SB 2984) in the
Senate. Senator Atwater’s bill was consistent with Governor Bush’s

T

objectives, to make Homeowner Associations more responsive to their
membership. The demonstrators, a combination of SEIU members and
“Cybers”, picketed the Senators office. They protested his bill as inade-
quate because it didn’t conform to Robaina’s radical notion of placing
all Associations under the jurisdiction of a prosecutorial Ombudsman
with wartime-style search and seizure powers. Wanting no part of the
group’s attempt to disenfranchise condo owners, Senator Atwater
refused to comply with their demands. The feudal-style bounty hunter
Robaina envisioned was ultimately modified by the legislature into an
impartial mediator. Since a “neutral” Ombudsman would be insuffi-
cient to foment the dissonant environment that SEIU needed to get
their foot in the door, Robaina committed to reviving his assault on
condominiums during the 2005 legislative session. Representative
Robaina said, “I am accepting what they have given us
because that’s how it works in the legislature, but 'm
coming back with it next year with a complete rewrite.”
As a reward, SEIU made another payment to his cam-
paign on July 16, 2004, eight months AFTER he was
elected.

Several Miami legislators that participated in the group’s machinations
had another incentive. Representatives Juan Zapata and Gustavo
Barreiro both own condominiums. Apparently, both of them neglected
to pay legal assessments due on their units.

Continued on page 12
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Shirley B. Atnas
BROKER

L'HERMITAGE REALTY

NhenpoulDeEnyanel EZXKEE@DD@[H](E@
www. lhermita

3293 East Oakland Park Blvd., Fort Lauderdale 33308

| Serving the real estate community for over 30 years
| Personal Service - We are not satisfied until you are

REALTOR®
L’Hermitage L’Ambiance The Palms
Las Olas Galt Mile Waterfront
Commercial New Construction Sales & Rentals

Luxury Wateriront Properties in Fort Lauderdale

ereal i Com

Hablamos Espaiiol, Mous Parlons Francais

Breast Cancer
Awareness
Fund-raiser

Marilyn Greenberg
There is a humility to be

lent to the works of chari-
ty; and there is a moment
when giving is far better
than receiving. One such
special moment occurs

at the CHermitage
Condominium under the
sensitive leadership of
Hazel Greenberg, her
committee, and the social
committee chair, Marilyn
Leeds. The moment, how-
ever, plays out all through
the year as eager commit-
tee members raise funds
through a kick-off lunch-
eon, a holiday boutique
bazaar, a tennis tourna-
ment, swim-a-thon, Mah
Jongg game luncheon

and a cruise event. Alas,
March 5th, the slam
dunk!!! We hold a Casino
Night. This night (cocktail
attire) fulfills all expecta-
tions; the dining, the gam-
ing, the auctions (silent
and live), the raffles and
ending with the Viennese
dessert table, completely

delight our 150 guests.

Sibling's 4

The Tea and Coffee Store

Our friendly and cozy shop carries over
200 teas, gourmet coffees, teapots, tableware,
ceramics, accessories, gifts and gift baskets.
Serving daily tea, coffee, espresso, cappuccino,
frozen gourmet drinks, salads, bagels and

}10]1’[9 ma(‘]e p:’lStI’“]ES.

We ship throughout
the U.S. and Canada.

2671 E. Commercial Blvd.

(just a few blocks west of the intracoastal)

954-492-0006
Open 9-5 M-F & 9-2 Sat.

www.siblingtea.com

BOFTP

Antiques/Estate Appraisals
Vintage
Collectables

Consignment
Fun Finds

Come check us out af the Galt Village Shops
3323 NE 33rd Street
Open Tues - Sat at noonish

Call for an appoinfment

954-564-8500

This year, our best in four years, we are antic-

ipating raising over $80,000. You may ask

what for? The “what for” is dear to many

hearts as we endeavor, through continued
research funds, to put an end to the suffering
of breast cancer. Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Research Foundation has been work-

ing to unlock the tools of eradication. May

this be the year!!! We at the UHermitage,

in our small way, are honored to lend our
support. Please direct all inquiries to

Ms. Marilyn Greenberg at CHermitage
at (954) 565-4412. ¢

www.galtmile.com
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Bedfellows.. Continued

the same job was simple. According to them,

ability, this provision is unintelligible. the Division was so “inept” and “corrupt” that
The entire bill is laden with provisions this duplicate office was absolutely necessary.
that are incomplete, unworkable, finan- While the bill contains provisions that hurt
homeowners living in condominiums and cooperatives, HB 1229

is primarily devoted to bringing Homeowners’ Associations under the
On March 8th, Senator Gary Siplin filed — aegis of the same “inept” and “corrupt” Division. If the Division was
Senate Bill SB 2632, secking to severely inadequate to supervise condominiums, why are the bill’s sponsors
limit or eliminate an association’s right to suddenly demanding that they also oversee thousands of Homeowners’
Associations? Ironically, the legislation also seeks to bring Community
Association Managers under the wing of the supposedly “inept”
seriously interfere with an Association’s Division. After insisting that condo owners pay for a duplicate office -
ability to pay its expenses. Florida is the Ombudsman - because the Division was incompetent, they now
already infamously reputed as a debtor’s recommend an expansion of the Division’s responsibilities to include
paradise. When Association members Homeowners’ Associations and Community Association Managers.
don’t pay their obligations, it acts as an The Division’s name would be changed to the Division of Florida
unfunded mandate on every other mem- Land Sales, Condominiums, Homeowners' Associations, Community
ber. The condo has to pay its bills Association Management, and Mobile Homes. This glaring contradic-
whether or not the individual members tion beclouds the credibility of those supporting the legislation; it

pay theirs - forcing the scofflaw’s neigh- implies an agenda inconsistent with their legislation’s claim to

. . . « »
bors to make up the resulting shortfall. It is unconscionable to legally empower condo owners”.
force homeowners to pay their neighbor’s debts!

layout, space position, and space avail-

cially onerous or dangerous.

lien or foreclose when members ignore
their financial responsibility. This will

After a full review of the text in Representative Robaina’s HB 1229 and

A strange contradiction surrounds the legislation. Last year, the legisla- ~ Senator Gary Siplin's SB 2632, a comprehensive assessment of the
tion’s supporters frantically accused the Division of Florida Land Sales, ~ inherent damage to condominium owners will be forthcoming. the
Condominiums, and Mobile Homes of gross inefficiency bordering on  sponsors will respond to the input of condo owners and offset the legis-
criminal neglect. This was the basis for their demanding an lator’s flaws. However, in view of their repeated rejection of input other
“Ombudsman” to perform the functions already ascribed to the than from their small radical group of disgruntled owners, this appears
Division. Their rationale for forcing us to fund two entities doing unlikely. If only life - and politics - were that simple! More to come...®
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Social Security ...Continued

Regency Tower Condominium retiree Ginia Wexler asked Shaw
how this sizable investment would impact the exploding federal
deficit. Shaw responded, “Other plans may cost less, because they
cut benefits or raise taxes. If our goal is to pay full promised bene-
fits and enhance them, the Guarantee Plus Plan is the lowest-cost
proposal to date. The Guarantee Plus Plan does all this and pays for
itself over the seventy five-year actuarial period, and that’s con-
firmed by the Social Security Administration’s Office of the Actuary
in the 108th Congress. Even under the most conservative estimates,
the Guarantee Plus Plan allows the new Social Security system to
generate surplus cash in the latter part of the century, actually
adding black ink to the government’s bottom line.” Former Acting
City Manager Alan Silva offered that minor adjustments to the
trust fund would correct its current insufficiency. He suggested rais-
ing the combined contribution from 6.2% to 6.5% or increasing
the current contributions cap from $90 thousand to $140 thou-
sand. Ocean Club Condominium retiree, Terry Cook, concurred,
“I paid into Social Security while making $15 a week, why should
someone currently earning $400 thousand annually have 3/4 of
their income exempted from contribution?” Shaw expounded the
political realities under which the Congress currently operates. A
tax increase would alienate Republican support, adulterating the
fund would alienate Democratic support and lowering benefits
would betray his longstanding commitment to constituents. Ms.
Wexler then asked the Congressman about the President’s intention
to “means test” affluent retirees, resulting in “richer retirees not get-
ting as much in benefits as their poorer counterparts.” Shaw repeat-
ed that his plan eliminated the need to cut anyone’s benefits, obvi-
ating the necessity for tests to determine where such unpopular cuts
would elicit minimal political blowback.

Continued on page 18
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Physical & Massage Therapy for:
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LET ME PUT
YOU AT THE

FRONT OF
THE LINE...

With a free pre-qualification
or consultation

Buying a house or condo? 1 Most every credit type/
Looking to refinance? situation

Need cash out? 1 Up to 100% financing
B Sclf-Employed/

As an independent broker )
Stated Income

with over 200 lenders, I can

tailor a loan to your needs.. I Never an application fee

Call me - I've been your neighbor for more than 20 years!

Curt Brown MULTILINE MORTGAGE
Licensed Mortgage Broker  SERVICES, INC.

954'55 1 '90 1 2 A State of Florida Licensed

Mortgage Brokerage Business

nlOUSERIOLD COMPANION

For atlentlive loving care and dedicated experienced service:
Jamie Walker

954-333-8834 561-558-8937

FULL DAY and IIALFDAY
ELDER CARE EXPERIENCED with EXCELLENT REFRENCES
= Personal, emotional & physical care provided
» Transport to doctors appointments, program
outings and social engagements
s Offers diversified activities based on interest of
the client
» Assist with meal preparation, assuring safe
feeding of meals for clients with identified needs
= Telephone Assurance Program (update family
members on client care)
+ Medication management
+ Light housekeeping, laundry and linen changing
s Grocery shopping

“THE COMPANTON MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD'

Bedfellows... Continued

Tallahassee operates under an adversarial set of rules and constraints.
If an offering is uncontested, despite its inherent absurdity, its momen-
tum will often carry it through to enactment. Should it encounter
enough obstacles, it will fail. Although Robaina has insinuated that
our “uninformed opinions” should be ignored, our legislators will be
primarily guided by direction from their constituents - us. If we want
to avoid being steamrolled by this year’s version of last year’s “Condo
Killer” bills, we will again have to contact our legislators to communi-
cate our objections.

The reworked agenda currently being proposed contains threats to any
Condominium Association’s operational underpinnings. Representative
Robaina has indicated that he intends to promote mandatory full
reserves every year, eliminating an Association’s current right to either
waive funding the reserves or opt for partial reserve assessments. If an
Association has to replace a roof unexpectedly damaged by a hurricane,
they might normally consider offsetting the expense of the impending
assessment by temporarily lowering or suspending their reserves require-
ment. Until now, this decision has rightfully been left to homeowners -
those affected by its consequences. Robaina has stated that he intends
to expand the “grandfathering” of rental rights to pets and parking.
Currently, condo owners have the right to make rules governing their
homes. These rules are constitutionally guaranteed to have universal
application. Grandfathering rules that only apply to certain members
will create two classes of condo owners with differing rights. In last
years bills, these rights were determined by when a unit was purchased
or the number of months it is annually occupied - disenfranchising
snowbirds. The legislation dispets equal protection under the law!

The issue is not pets, parking or leasing, but the right of homeowners
to govern themselves. Robaina has revived his call for two-year term
limits for board members, guaranteeing that board decisions will
always suffer from the board’s chronic lack of experience. Ironically,
similar term limit proposals for State House representatives like
Robaina, in contrast, were for 8 years. Not surprisingly, Robaina also
expects to expand the powers of the Ombudsman, changing the office
from an even-handed moderator to last year’s originally envisioned
bounty hunter with dictatorial powers. Many other provisions that
hurt condo owners have been promised, their common denominator
being the transition of governance rights from homeowners to

Tallahassee.

We had hoped that many of the worrisome issues would have been
responsibly reviewed and effectively refined to meet their stated
objectives without the disastrous repercussions that plagued last year’s
legislative efforts. As this would have likely aligned universal support
for the legislation, we incorrectly assumed it to be a “no-brainer”.
Unfortunately, our suspicions were recently justified. On February
28th, Representative Robaina filed House Bill HB 1229. It is a
disorganized attempt to rewrite many of the provisions of Chapters
718 (The Condominium Act), 719 (The Cooperative Act) and 720
(Homeowners Associations). Consistent with last year’s poorly drafted
“Condo Killer” products, the new version is 106 pages of ambiguous,
confusing provisions. By way of example, the bill states, “Residents
with disabilities shall not park in a disabled guest parking space unless
their assigned parking space is in use illegally.” As each Association
has different parking regulations that vary according to their size,

Continued on page 8

Make Sure Your
Family is Well

PROTECTED

Mike Christiansen, Attorney, Mastriana & Christiansen, PA.

OK, I know you're good at what you do, and your business affairs are

in good order. But are you treating your family matters with the same
integrity as your business matters? Is your family protected? Do you have
a family protection plan? Sadly, many of us have to answer “No”.

What do you mean by “family protection” What will happen to your
family in the event of your death or an emergency? If you should die, are
your affairs in good order? What would happen if you became incapaci-
tated? What would happen if a loved one became incapacitated? You can
protect your family against these possibilities and Florida law strongly
recommends that you do so.

‘What is involved in protecting my family?

Certainly the starting point would be a will and a basic estate plan. With
a will, you can direct the disposition of your assets, provide for your chil-
dren, and see to it that everything you've worked for is disposed of in the
way you choose and not the way the State of Florida or the IRS chooses.
With a basic estate plan, you spare your spouse and/or family the pain of
probate — and the attendant probate costs, fees and delays — with a few
quick, simple, inexpensive steps.

I’'m going to leave everything to my spouse, so why should I do
anything?

Why be a burden to your spouse at such a difficult time just because you
didn’t take the most rudimentary steps to protect him or her from the
delay, expense and turmoil surrounding a death? And what would happen
if the both of you were to die in a common accident? What would hap-
pen to your children — where would they go? What happens then?

Ok, you're making me nervous here. This is not an easy topic to discuss.
I'm not trying to make you nervous, I'm just counseling you that every-
one should have a rudimentary plan to protect their family. Besides wills,
you may want to have a declaration naming a guardian for your minor
children if youre not around; or naming a pre-need guardian for yourself;
or a durable power of attorney. It also involves life insurance. It includes
a living will so that if you become disabled to the point where you're in

a vegetative state, a physician can honor your wishes as to whether you
desire to be kept alive by heroic means or not. Remember, in this State,
you still have no “right to die” and anyone who assists you by the with-
holding of medical treatments may be guilty of a homicide.

You can also make a decision about organ donation — you won't be using
your organs, so you can decide if you want to let someone else use them —
or not. A little forward planning can resolve any unanswered questions
and see to it that your wishes are honored before it’s too late. Your family
protection plan can also include a health care surrogate in case you are
injured and you're unable to give your consent to an operation, a treat-
ment plan, etc., a designated health care surrogate could do that for you.
However, without a health care surrogate who would speak for you?

Look, you spend your life at your job doing things in a careful,
responsible and professional way. Don't you think you ought to
treat your personal affairs with the same integrity?
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@ Baskets of J oy &
vOrange King Grove

e Custom Gift Baskets-choose from
over 10,000 items

e Terry’s Homeade Key Lime Pies

* Fresh Fruit, Produce, & Seasonal
Tropical Fruit

* Florida Gift Fruit Shipping

® Plus a whole lot more

Local delivery & shipping throughout
the United States, Europe & Canada

3410 Ocean Bivd.
Ft. Lausderdale, FL 33308
954-567-9632

www.basketsofjoy.net

MIKE CHRISTIANSEN
Mastriana & Christiansen, PA
Attorneys At Law
1500 North Federal Highway,
Suite 200
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33304
(954) 566-1234
mike@m-c-law.com

Established in 1980, we are a
full service law firm, are
proud members of the Bar
Register of Pre-Eminent
Lawyers and are here to assist
with your:

Business Matters
Wills and Estates
Real Estate Matters
And More!

We offer our clients:
o Excellence ® Responsiveness
e Integrity e Stability

Give us a call for a free consultation and let us help make your life
easier.

www.galtmile.com



April 2005 % Galt Mile News % Page 4

“Insuring Your Galt Mile Property”

Condominiums +* Homes % Flood
Condo Associations +* Commercial
Auto < General Liability

954-318-0404

Educational Seminars
( A Free Public Service)

2900 E. Oakland Park Blvd. Ste 200
(East side of bridge)

Ruth Marx — Owner/Agent - Your Galt Mile Neighbor

A Florida Licensed Insurance Agency
restigeunderwriters @earthlink.net

Tired of High Medical Expenses ?

Don't sacrifice your health because you don't
have medical health Insurance. We specialize in
providing superior health care services to new
patients by a board certified physician from
Burma with over 25 years experience in General
Medicine, Surgery and Family Practice.

Sample of Costs:
v" Initial office visit fee for new patient is only $50
(Others charge $ 90 to 125)
v Tollow up office visits $30 to $40 depending on the case
(Others Charge $50 to $60)
v Our Lab. test costs save you 20% to 25% off customary fees for :
Complete Blood Count, Comprehensive Blood Chemistry,
Thyroid and Lipid profiles, Liver, Kidney functions, Electrolytes,
EKG & the New Metabolic Function evaluation test etc...

We can refer you to reputable specialists when needed
v" Please clip and bring this ad. with you to receive discount.

Offer Expires - December 31, 2005

By Appointment:

KYIN HO, M.D.M.B.,.B.S.,F. AAF.P., FAMILY PRACTICE
2800 East Commercial Blvd., Suite 103 - 104,

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
Telephone : 954 - 776 - 5508 Facsimile : 954 - 776 - 5509.

BEDFELLOWS

Article by Eric Berkowitz

The coalition behind the “Condo Killer” efforts, a collection of
“strange bedfellows”, has a persistent problem. Their public “call
to arms” has been the “empowerment of condo owners”. Their
legislative efforts last year ran into crippling grass roots opposition.
How could they justify another “bite at the apple” when the
“enemy” turns out to be the majority of condo owners throughout
the state? This would never do. No sane legislator would “sign on”
to seriously damaging 1.1 million homeowners to curry favor with

a few hundred disaffected individuals.

They had to fashion a “straw dog” upon which they could blame
their “empowering” legislation’s disappointing result. Since they
couldn’t admit that it was the vast majority of condo owners that
opposed their legislation, they created an alternative rationale for
its unfavorable reception. “Condo Killer” bill sponsor
Representative Robaina stated that, “the owners were misled by
their condo board attorneys.” That became their battle cry... a
handful of attorneys deliberately confused over a million “naive”
condo owners. The thousands of emails, letters and phone calls to
legislators and the governor were “engineered by a small cabal of
unscrupulous lawyers.” Whether full-time resident owners or
snowbirds visiting a Florida home, condo owners are almost
“generically” passive, wanting primarily to get on about their lives.
Every year they vote for representative board members to let them
worry about running the building. Anyone that lives in a condo
knows that the only thing that could elicit last year’s overwhelm-
ingly negative response is a direct threat to their lifestyle. The fact
that the vast majority of condo owners dont even know who their
condo attorney’s name wouldn’t matter. By claiming that their
opposition “didn’t know what they were doing”, Robaina found
the perfect scapegoat. After all, attorneys already suffer from a curi-
ously suspect public perception. Robaina’s contention that since
these average condo owners had been hoodwinked by their
lawyers, legislators should ignore their input and pass his damaging
legislation over their objections. They should, in effect, protect
condo owners from themselves.

This deliberate misrepresentation demonstrates this group’s
intention to win at all costs. Their problem is you. They can
only “sell” the insulting proposition that condo owners as a class
are incapable of representing themselves if we remain silent. The
target of this deception is not condominium residents-as they
generally consider themselves to be no less rational than any
other class of homeowner. The primary audience for their pro-
poganda are fellow legislators. By using a group of disgruntled
owners as “props” and feeding the media a few examples of
anecdotal abuse, these legislators aspire to mislead their peers
into harming a large but generally silent group of homeowners.

Continued on page 6
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luxurious  and  prestigio
plexes of ocean front
consisting of condomini
operatives and hotel conde
apartments that strerch north of |
Oakland Park Blvd on AlA on the
Barmer Islands in Fort Lasderdale.
Florida over looking the Atlanti
Ocean golden shores with, S
tine sand beach and breath
views,

RAWLE V. GOSINE
GRI, CIPS {(can.}

THE KEYES COMPANY
Tel: 305-945-5359
Fax: D54-467-2722
E-Mail: inquir‘y'@gaItmilecondos.com'

PERSONAL TRAINER

certified by:
American College of
Sports Medicine

specialization:

Older Adults, Pilates,
Cosmetic Bodybuilding

954.763.9763
contact@polishtrainer.com
www.PolishTrainer.com

2D AY CRUISF To

THE BAHAM4g

SUITES AND BALCONIES TO $499

—| Great for
: Weddings!

Guests may go to the
¢ wedding and cruise or stay
- # ashore after the reception

Attention Activities Director, Party,
Retreat, Wedding, Reunion, Meeting Planner
{or anyone who knows 8 peoplel)

Groups receive:

Special rates, preferred seating and cabin assignments, designated

activities and event planner and much more. AND ask about added
benefits of planning your event September thru November.

IMPERIALMMA]ESTY

CRUISE
LINE

Phone Jim at 954.655.3592 or e-mail

imH@ImperialMajesty.com
P jesty

PAY YOUR
WATER BILL
ONLINE

City of Ft. Lauderdale utility
customers can now view their
water accounts and pay their
water bills online at
www.fortlauderdale.gov/
utilitybilling

i

Customers may pay their bills by using
a Mastercard or Visa credit card. For
more information, call 954-828-5150.

www.galtmile.com
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DEDICATED & HARDWORKING
A S T S I D TO SERVICE ALL YOUR
Lpno pE RTIES ) [E RFAL ESTATE NEEDS E o

OWNER PROPERTIES INTERNATIONAL INC
BROKER #1 Real Estate Office on Galt Ocean Mile!

9 5 4 » 5 6 2 » 6 3 5 5 Serving the Galt Ocean Mile residents with more than 20 years of professional service.

_ Over 40 Agents
to Serve All Of Your
ToNy | Real Estate Needs!

NAPLES We Have Some of the "Best Deals' in Town!

WWW.TONYNAPLES.COM
; : * Great Selection of Preconstruction
Condos in Miami, Fort querdafe &

Palm Beach e

* One Bedroom Oceanfront starting in
 the low $300,000

REALTOR .
& e T _» Two Bedroom Ocean Views starting
SE HABLA ESPANOL from $430,000

954-801-6825 VIR

* Ne

| price

u mid '

o wnhomes W‘e startmg ""\"‘

m $350,000 & up '
* Rentals Available (Annual/Seasonal)

RODRIGUEZ ,I W//f//////}?/ﬁ/ n
WWW.JORGERODRIGUEZ.COM 3324 NE 32 STREET

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL
33308

SPECIALIZING IN THE
GALT OCEAN COMMUNITY GALT OCEAN MILE
FOR 17 YEARS VILLAGE SHOPS

www.galtmile.com
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