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REVERSE MORTGAGE EXPERTS

The U.S. Congress has authorized a home loan
program that may benefit you!

*Homeowners 62 and older

*Get cash out of the equity in your home

*No payments for as long as you live in your home
*Retain ownership of your home with complete control
*No income / credit requirements

*FHA Insured

THE LOAN OFFICE

Creative Financing Specialist
LICENSED CORRESPONDENT LENDER

PLEASE COME INSIDE FOR
A FREE EVALUATION

(954) 537-2524
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PENSION TIME BOMB
BURIED IN BU

Mayor Naugle Addresses the Galt Mi

On November 16, 2006, Fort lauderdale Mayor

Jim Naugle addressed the Galt Mile Community
Association Advisory Board. He traditionally visits
the Galt Mile in October or November, imparting
his vision for the city. With the exception oﬂost
year, the thematic content of his topic is consis-
tent. His November 17, 2005 address was dom-
inated by the City’s catastrophic encounter with
Hurricane Wilma during the previous month. He
carefully reviewed the gi s successes and short-
falls in its preparation and recovery. He briefly
fouched on the possibiH% of assuming control of
the electrical grid from FP&L in response to their
unconscionable failure fo adequately maintain
electrical equipment and ancillary resources. Parts
of the city were blacked out for almost a month.
He also discussed the substantial steps taken and
strides made in recovering from the three year old
budget crisis.

This year, however, he picked up where he left off
two years earlier. He LL(Jmped on a disconcerting
neighborhood reality. The Galt Mile community
feeds enormous tax resources to the city each
year. Mayor Naugle habitually points out that we
receive an embarrassingly small fraction of our
contribution for public services, developmental
assistance, municipo| maintenance, efc. The gen-
eral senfiment he repeatedly leaves attendees with
is a blend of disgust and anger at having been
fiscally molested. The Mayor honed the Advisory
BoorcT{s natural aversion to municipal taxes into
rabid resentment.
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At the outset of the recent meeﬂng, Mayor NougD|e
passed ouf a table entitled, “FY 2006,/2007 A
VALOREM TAX PROFILE: BY SELECTED MUNICI-
PALITIES.” The table reinforced a variety

of positive aspects derived of living in the Venice
of America. Tﬁe Mayor pointed out that Fort
Lauderdale’s total 2006 taxable value is about
82% of Miami's total 2006 taxable value and our
debt millage rate is only 43% of theirs. The Fort
Llauderdale per capita faxable value (dollar value
for the average property owner) is $161,657
while Miami per capita value is only $88,699.

In fact, Fort Lauderdale topped the list of all twelve
included Florida cities. Only Pembroke Pines,
Coral Springs and Tallahassee had @

lower operating millage.

Having previously witnessed similar presentations
in prior years, Advisory Board members anticipat-
ed the Mayor's conclusion. As expected, the
Mayor drew attention to the last column on the
table - 2006 Per Capita Toxes levied. Fort
Llauderdale demonstrated an average taxpayer
assessment of $821.64, topping dll twelve cities
for this adverse statistic. Mayor Naugle squinted
and smiled as he scanned the room. While some
of the newer members quizzically watched the
Mayor, others nodded in agreement as he sfated,
“We are paying too much in taxes.” Unsurprised
by Mayor Naugle's familiar pronouncement,
affendees agreed that the exorbitant municipal
fax bite bears no ostensible jusfification.

Continued on page 5
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CONDO INSURANCE

WHICH POLICY IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

CONDOMINIUM POLICY
Designed to provide coverage for owner
occupied or tenant occupied condominiums

HOMEOWNERS POLICY
Designed for owner occupied dwellings

RENTER’S POLICY I —
Designed to cover contents in a rented dwelling R
[} I L.I . 1
DWELLING POLICY !
Designed to protect Landlord’s dwelling oo

INLAND MARINE POLICY L k.
Designed to protect scheduled high value items N
such as jewelry, arl, [urs ete.

AUTO INSURANCE

Dan DeSantis
“Servicing Clients Since 19757
954-345-1214 » Cell: 954-253-1054 « Fax: 954-563
dddesantis@yahoo.com =\
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Buy Your WINDOWS
From a WOMAN™

Impact Glass is Our Strength™

Visibly Berters

JAN PETERSON

COWNER

For A Comph}nemary Estimate

938-5009

1018 Floranada Rogi_

e Aluminum Windows ¢ French Doors &
Sliding Doors * Wood Blinds & Shutters e

ﬂgf Window & Glass

LICENSED & INSURED » 329-224286 = CGC053497

Insurance...Continued

At present, the Committee’s recommendations apply only fo residen-
tial property owners and not to community associations. Association
members need fo contact their legislators to insist that should any of
the Committee’s recommendations be adopted, they must also
extend to those living within common interest ownership communi-
ties and to their governing boards charged with insuring common
areas.

The Committee also needs tfo shift info overdrive. Although empan-
elled in June, their initial official work product surfaced on
November 15th, six months later. VWhile most rational property
owners are resigned fo enduring this year’s insurance mou|in%, they

need — and expect — relief before next year. If Governor Bush could

have aligned consensus among incoming House Speaker Marco
Rubio, Senate President Ken Pruitt and other legislative leaders over
what should have been brought up at a December 4th Special
Session and what should wait until a special session next year or
the regular session in March, the Governor could have seen some
of the Committee’s recommendations fastracked.

The new legislative leadership responded with trepidation. Ken
Pruitt wanted to touch base with Governorelect Charlie Crist as
well as Chief Financial Officerelect Alex Sink to secure their bless-
ing before moving on Bush's request. While Republican Speaker
Marco Rubio was amenable to tackling some of the more pressing
Insurance issues at a December Special Session, the success of his
tenure will derive from his relationship with Crist and, to a lesser
extent, new CFO Sink. In his campaign, Charlie Crist proposed
setting fotal losses of $3.2 billion, rather than the current $5.3
billion, as the level at which insurance companies can tap into the
Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund for reinsurance to her pay
claims. Since the change should enable insurance companies fo
obtain more reinsurance at the CAT fund’s lower rates, he would
mandate that those savings be passed through to homeowners.

Alex Sink, former president of Bank of America’s Florida operations,
said she agrees with his proposal “with the caveat that [insurance
companies] would look me in the eye and say, ‘If you do this,

we will refurn to the Florida market.” While grist and Sink each
support incepting a National Catastrophe Fund to buy reinsurance
for claims on hurricanes and other natural disasters, Sink said

a more achievable possibility is the creation of a regional fund,
with coastal states from Texas to Maine parficipating. Curing the
insurance dilemma was a key plank in both of their campaigns.
Their decision about a Special Session will reveal the extent of
their commitment.

If the Committee’s efforts produce results, the Administration will
have slain an economic dragon and salvaged the Governor's lega-
cy. During the gubematorial campaign, Governor Bush refused to
endorse either CFO Tom Gallagher or Attorney General Charlie
Crist, both of whom served with Bush in the Florida Cabinet. The
question then became, did Charlie Crist care about saving Bush’s
legacy? By waiting until January 2nd, Crist and Sink chalk up any
progress fo their own legacies. That is exactly what they did.
Although the Special Session will consider the insurance crisis in
January, House Speaker Rubio held a December insurance
conference in preparation for the big show. While a delay of one
month won't make much difference in their implementation of the

Committee’s recommendations, the effectiveness of these recommen-

dations certainly will. If they fail to impact rates, we're on our own.

The Galt Mile Community Association is currently invesfigating
alternatives to this potential eventuality. Progress will be reporfed
at future Presidents Council meetings.®

The Galt Mile News

The Galt Mile News is the official newsletter of
the Galt Mile Community. Published

12 times a year, this publication is

designed to educate the Galt residents of
neighborhood-oriented current events and
issues, and to offer residents Galtspecific
discounts from various local merchants.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Director
Robert Rozema Rose Guttman
(954) 563-6353 (954) 563-6679
Chairman, Presidents Council Director

Pio leraci James Gill
(954) 561-9795 (954) 565-0770
Treasurer Director

Leah Glickfield Ralph Hamaker
(954) 563-1001 (954) 568-4146
Secretary

Eric Peter Berkowitz
(954) 564-4427

ADVISORY BOARD

Lorraine Alfano Ed Harwood
Ismet Baker Warren Hurley
Charles Baldwin Marlene Katkin
Dott Nicholson-Brown Herbert Kwart
Francis Casier Dr. Alex Leeds
Dr. Jim Comis Dr. Gwilyn Lodwick
Dr. Robert Drews George Mayer
Kathleen Freismuth Fern McBride
Richard Gabrielle Sam Montross
Kevin Songer

Huey Vanek

All Professional Home Care, Inc.
N ¢, A State Licensed home care provider
S i Providing qualified
) nursing care in Florida since 1994
Committed and dedicated to serving our clients with exceptional
care while anticipating their needs with...
*Bathing *Grooming Dressing *Ambulatory
* Activities % Transferring *Prepare & Serve Meals
* Assistance with Eating %Exercise %Bathroom
*Doctor Visits *Medication % Shopping
*Housekeeping *Laundry and more
All of our personnel are screened, and tested

All employees are bonded and insured

We accept most insurance - We do all the paperwork
Live-Ins $120.00* - CNA/HHA $13.00 per hour

*Some cascs may require slightly higher rates.

Receive the undivided attention
of our staff in the privacy ;

and comfort of your home
Care is only a phone call away

954-578-4998
800-799-4988 *

License #21385096

www.galtmile.com



January 2007 <+ Galt Mile News <+ Page 16 January 2007 < Galt Mile News < Page 5

Pension...Confinued

Elaine M Norton,ra
Certified Public Accountant

THIS MONTH AT-A-GLANCE

JAN/FEB

TUE WED THU Y~ FRI SAT | | Consiemicmonind

Mayor Naugle diagnosed the problem as stemming from labor costs.

The city is no longer playing fiscal catch-up for past sins, as was nec-
essary following disclosure of suspicious budgetary irregularities sever-
al years ago. Municipal reserves are finally adequate, and the emer-
gency outlay for hurricane damage was largely reimbursed. Fire-

HAVE A GREAT Rescue, Police and Parks are no longer grossly underfunded. City Serving small to mid-sized

NEW YEAR! Manager Gretsas has clomped down on uncontrolled spending, businesses & families in East
L. . . Ft. Lauderdale for over 20 years
' —~ requiring accountability from department heads and making advance-
/, O O / ment a function of merit. Where, then, is the ship of state leaking Personalized attention &
resources? quality professional service

} In particular, he identified our nemesis as the City's pension plans. Monthly, quarterly
Rod Stowart The General Employees’ and the Police and Fire pension packages & annual basiness
f BAC " " tonal budaet in wual imbal Althouah services, as needed
ix.: ticketmaster.com row the operational budget info perpetual imbalance. Althoug
Moty Pyhor's Spamclot lazz on the Square salaries and health benefit packages are on the high side, they aren't r;:;?l?:ltiegorporate
RIVSeUrnWtLuIK Jgéiv Errg\r;’(nhﬂ (%Loz\,mﬁ %e/n%r) Eomm:rxgllﬂglev t?nyieMA morkad|y incon/s\i/ifent V\I/\ilfh Th|osT l<offerdedhby comparable mumcipih- ggdsErTr]e S{ all
lam.to2pm (Throug 7p. ties. However, Mayor Naugle likened the pension programs fo those <
|ﬂf0 9548285985 Tix.: 954-462:0222 Info.: 954'776'5092 liquidated by bankrupt United Airlines in 2005 as part of a Chapter Electronic filing
Uibon Outdoor 11 survival package. To further illustrate the destabilizing effects of available
1 4 S 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 20 overgenerous pensions, Naugle recalled that General Motors and F I
1201 E. Las Olos Blvd. / ree initia
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. i i i ; imi consultation
Vice Mayor Teel Ft. Lauderdale City Jazz on the Square fprd/ na sup|?||cohfin.for feo:er?\ ES?ST?H?G’ hod'fggged 5|m|1.c:.r p
Glenn Miller Orchestra Pre-Agenda Meeting Commmission GMCA Advisory The Village Grille INSUrance cosis as Ineir greatest obsiacie 1o remaining compentive. 954-566-9906
Parker Playhouse Beach Community Center él\eeﬂn?l Board Meefin Commerci7u| Bivd. & ATA | CVC Péoiect ot Snyder Park Naugle repeated the automakers’ contention that they were “spend-
Tpm. 6 p.m. ity Ha Pa DeGennaro's p.m. .m. 10 noon ing more on insurance than on steel.” In fact, the original reference 3330 NE 32 Street
info 9544620222 | Info: 954:828:5033 bpm. 1 o, o 9547765092 | Info.: 9548285005 el oractod the o of haclh benufin eivon ororel Motore s | Fort Lauderdale, L

21 Household\ll'\lluz?rdgus 22 23 24 25 26 Mlg(}?vlvgrl cﬂg 27 tus as the nation’s largest private purchaser of health care. The $5.6
ase oy (Through 1/28) billion they spent on health care this year prompted Senator Barack

Afteroon Tea Jo %n ?h5e484(ﬂ% 0222 Obama fo quip that “GM is no longer a car company that offers
Fiest((l) lFT Luudsfrdule Fairchild 3Tf0DiCU| Gorden S The Village Bill Maroone Moonlight Movie: health insurance — it's a healthcare company that makes cars.” TAKE c H ARG E
Las Olas Riverfront p.m. urnado Q IBI d. & ATA Knute Rockne ' :
11am. to5pm. Reserevations Required: Broward Center ommercm . Huizenga Ploza Nonetheless, Nougles point was made.
Info.: 954-527-0627 305-663-8091 Tix.: 954-462-0222 Info.: 954.776.5092 Film Starts @ Sunset
The Mayor harkened back to 2001, when city pensions were fully 0 F YOU R FUTU RE
28 29 30 31 1 2 3 funded. In contrast, one of the city's plans was only 70% funded last
year while another received 76% of its expected contribution. Create and implement a g
Juzz on the Square Although the city successfully cut what the Mayor characterized as strategy designed to help A '
Urban Outdoor Gourmet Mkt|  Hungarian Symphon Red Hot Chili Peppers The Village Grille A ‘ ' ' . 7 %
r]uZn0 uIE ()L?]rs Oolg;n?ﬁ?vd gOrches‘rup y Bank AP Commercml Iglvd R AIA frills" during that period, the pension formulas remained unaltered. you achieve your long-term | JRROVR §
10 a.m. o 4 p.m. Broward Center 7:30 p.m. He said that if the insurance drain continues, no austerity measures financial goals. & A
Info.:954- 4624]66 Tix.: 954-462-0222 Tix.. www.fickefmasfer.com Info.: 954'776'5092 could ever offset the resulting deficit. Moreover, the Mayor said that ) N g I
Vice Mayor Teel "3 major confracts were on the horizon” - general employment, Fire- Do something positive for
4 Pre-Agenda Megfing 6 7 8 9 1 0 Rescue and Police. City employees covered under the General voursell, Call today for a If I
Bch Communlty CenTer | s Employee’s Pension System contribute 6% of their income. Police and no-cost, no-obligation port- P e/ 1Y
Sundov lozz Brunch Info: 954-828-5033 Ft. Lauderdle Ciy (]T%]Ze?/[:lltlgee éﬁfge Fire P.en.sion participants contribuT.e 7% of income. Many receivg 75% folio review. Together we —_ ;npq o “;ﬂhegl .
Rlverwulz Downtown FL Boston Pops Commmission Meefing Commercial Blvd. & ATA of their income annually upon refirement. Those employees participat- can create the plan that’s \nvestor Satistaction With Ful
I ]f] 09?4%)2% 53185 ; gr%v;(irtiggn(;%rzz C(i)ty Hall . .924 T ing in DROP (Deferred Retirement Option Program) programs also it For vou based on vour Service Brokerage Firms, Two
nio |X 40/ p.m. : S nio.: 704-//6- receive an additional “nest egg”, which They can take as a |Ump sum g N } o L Edward Junes received the highest nurnsncal
or roll over info another plan. He intimated that if adjustments weren't current situation, objectives e st e oy bl
implemented, it could reverse the fiscal recovery. While the Mayor and risk tolerance ond Assuciats 2005 200 Tl S et
A | OO k O h eO d confirmed that “Fort lauderdale is a national leader in job growth E,E:E-Etr::al r-.'!sl-unnl:sf{s r;casutriljézl]l.i;ail‘agc
and economic prosperity,” he exclaimed that the growing pension 25 Bill Whice L;T’ e e "
February 12 Chicago Symphony Orchestra  Broward Center, Tix.: 954-462-0222 burden would undermine future stability. Naugle scid, “Paying lifetime M 0= s sco.ca2o oo potmest o st
February 24  Maroone Moonlight Movie  To Kil A Mockingbird, Huizenga plaza, Film Storts ot Sunsef benefis to employees that refire in their 40s is not sustainable. o e 206 sy 205, Yo
February 24 - 25 Rose Show & Sale  Fairchild Tropical Garden, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Info.:www.fairchildgarden.or : .
Rl Y 25 Justin Ti [ BankAflartic Cent ;30 T'I , e L PRl 9 9 Retired senior asset consultant Robert Nagle of Gabriel, Roeder, ?240 NF 52"_" b"‘“‘ft _
SRLCTY Sl lm S S =" IC eniel, /- L M- i S R =L el Smith and Company (GRS) agrees with the Mayor's contention in the Galt Village Shops Edv -*arr.l]ones
March 3 -4 Infernational Chocolate Festival  Fairchild Tropical Garden, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Info.:www.fairchildgarden.org Conined on page 9 wiw.edwardjones.com P AKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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¥FMARY C RINCOLI¥

Pado Italiano » Luxur Yy Estate A gcnt « Hablo Espariol

MERICHAN AT ONE NORTH OCEAN
i  BOCA RATON'S
§ NEW UPSCALE BUILDING
ON AIA.

3 BED /3.5 BATHS + DEN
2 GARAGE PARKING SPCTS
AND DIRECT OCEAN VIEW,

51,695,500
Call me to BUY or SELL a LUXURY
R BEACHFRONT CONDO from
m BOCA RATON to MIAMI BEACH:

MARY CRINCOLI: 954.560.1282

marycrincoli@msn.com

E All New Properties, Inc.
4090 NORTH OCEAN BLVD. FORT LAUDERDALE FLORIDA 33308

PATIO

Contemporary * Classic * Extraordinary

Surnishings

Hurricane Lighting System for Homes and Condos
‘@~ | o Special Condo Package

I | = All Equipment Included

: Living Arcas . - R f c t I

® | o ————| * 100Plus Hours of Light

l-i — _ "\ This lighting system provides 100 Plus hours of
e

®  residential /condo lighting in the event of power

| ;|| failure. Provides security during blackouts and
Tl reduces the risk of fire from candles. All light

,.ﬂ.: 1  fixtures are small and nondescript blending into

2,999.99

Plus Instalation

décor.
Power Supply

Ciarage ‘

2155 North Dixie Highway, Wilion Manors, FL 33305
T: 954.568.4479 * www.patichaven.com

[nsurance...Continued

* More strict requirements by ratings agencies [A.M. Best,
Standard & Poors and Moody's) for reinsurers to maintain
favorable financial rafings.

There is no confention over the recent increase in South Florida
property values. However, premium increases included in 2004
policy renewals already rerecTeol higher valuations as of their
renewal dafes. Likewise, premium increases in the 2005
renewals considered the prior year's jump in value. The 2006
renewals should only reflect any change in value from 2005.
That single~year percentage increase in property values only
marginally contributes to ﬁ\e 250% - 350% increases supposedly
being “passed through.”

The demand for repairs and rebuilding skyrocketed following the
two destructive seasons. The cost of building supplies has been
climbing steadily for years, especially copper, cement, steel and
concrete. When demand intensified, the construction industry
stepped into a sellers’ market — creating a competitive premium
on labor cosfs. Although demand has unquestionably increased
repair costs, the mid-double digit percentage increase (21% over
two years — Bureau of Labor Statistics) does not support the
frebling of premiums.

Since oceanfront property in Florida is always in demand, it's

a prime Tor?et for development. VWhile this steadily adds to the
inventory of shoreline properties, the annual percentage increase
is nominal. In fact, much of the oceanfront development is recon-
struction — where older existing structures are replaced by newer
ones. In compliance with the Florida Building Code and local
codes, new consfruction must contain windsform mitigating com-
ponents not found in the buildings they replace. As coastal devel-
oEmenT evolves, the increased storm mitigation will lower the risk
of windstorm damage, not increase exposure.

While these three factors play a part in elevating reinsurers’
exposure, they clearly do not account for a 300% rate boost
from 2005 to 2006. Most of the increased property values were
accounted for by 2005 and included in the 2005 renewal cost.
The new coostorconstrucﬁon, given ifs required inherent mitiga-
fion features, is less prone to storm damage than earlier coastal
construction, lowering coastal risk exposure. Appreciated con-
struction costs are dwarfed by the 350% increase in premiums.

That leaves two remaining factors to account for the vast majority
of the increase. As their primary jusfification, reinsurers point fo
predictions of increased frequency and severity of future hurri-
canes by the hurricane modeling firms. Responding to queries
about the botched forecast for Hurricane Ernesto, Director Max
N\GYv‘ie|d of the National Hurricane Center in Miami-Dade County
explained, “The simple fruth is there are some processes in hurri-
canes that we don't understand vet, particularly storm infensity. |
want people fo understand: This is the state of the science. Some
of the newer experimental forecast models would yield more reli-
able results but significant improvements are at least 10 to 15
years off. We're Eeoded in the right direction, but I'm not expect-
ing miracles.” Mayfield said that our state of knowledge makes
current predictive capabilities extremely short term. Beyond a few
days, predictions are mostly guesswork tempered by history. As
if to emphasize the arbitrary nature of existing hurricane models,
20006 passed without incident. The single event for which the
State issued an alert = Eresto — was downgraded fo a Tropical
Storm before reaching Florida.

Continued on page 17
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Homestead...Confinued

e Proof of Permanent Florida Residence, all dated prior to January 1 of the
tax year for which you are filing. Acceptable forms of proof are as follows:

For All Applicants: Florida Driver's License ("Valid Only in Florida” driver
license is not acceptable) or Florida Identification Card is required
in addition to one of the following:

® Florida Voter's Registration; or

® Recorded Declaration of Domicile.

For Non-U.S. Citizens: The items listed above and proof of permanent
residency, resident immigrant status (such as a “Green Card”),
asylum/parolee status (or other *PRUCOL status).

* PRUCOL is an acronym for “Permanently Residing in the United States

Under Color of Law.” PRUCOL applies to individuals who are neither U.S.

citizens nor aliens lawfully admitted for permanent residence [i.e. lawful
temporary residents, refugees, political parolees, asylum grantees,
deferred deportation, efc.). Essentially, it includes aliens living in the U.S.
with the knowledge and permission of the INS and whose departure that
agency does not contemplate enforcing.

Note: it is generally against the law for a Florida resident to drive in Florida with an
out-of-state license or tag if he/she daims Homestead Exemption (Sections 320.37
and 322.08 of the Florida Statutes).

® The Florida Department of Revenue application form [DR-501) requests
the following information for ALL owners living on the premises and filing.

1- Date of each owner's last Florida permanent residency

2- Date of occupancy for each property owner

3- Social security numbers of all owners filing (including the Social
Security numbers of any married spouses, even if not named in the

, Excellence 8 Exper{eneEe $
GALTEAMILY 49
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SAVE $140

GET ACQUAINTED
SPECIAL

*Comprehensive Oral Exam
*FMX (Full Mouth X-Rays)
oBitewing X-Rays

+0Oral Cancer Screening

TISTRY

Cannot be used in
combination or any
other offer limited
time offer

Deed) are required
4- Florida Drivers License and/or Vehicle Tag numbers
5- Florida Voters Registration number (U.S. citizens) or Immigration
number (not U.S. citizens)
&- Current employers of all owners
7- Addresses listed on last I.R.S. income tax returns

e Florida Statute 196.011(9) (a) requires the owner to notify the Property
Appraiser whenever the use of the property or the sfatus or condition of
the owner(s) changes so as to change the exempt status of the property.
If the status of the property or the ownerls) alters Homestead eligibility,
the law requires nofification of the Property Appraiser's office by March
1st. Failure to so notify the property appraiser exposes the property
owner to 10 years of retroactive tax indebtedness plus 15 percent
inferest per annum and a penalty of 50 percent of the taxes exempted.

If you have a Homestead Exemption in any other state or county (or an
equivalent residency-based exemption or tax credit, such as New York's
"S.TAR.” exemption) on another property you also currently own, you will
not be eligible for a homestead until you surrender the exemption in that
ofher jurisdiction.

The Homestead Exemption does not transfer from property to property. If
you had this exemption last year on another property and moved, you
must file a new application for your new residence. Notify the Property
Appraiser to cancel the exemptions on your former home. Property pur-
chased during last year may show qualified exemptions of the seller. The
sellers” exemptions will not carry over fo this year; you must apply for your
own exemptions!

The amount of the homestead exemption granted to an owner residing on
a particular property is to be applied against the amount of that person'’s
inferest in the property. This provision is limited in that the proportional

Continued on page 8
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Insurance...Continued

puerile plan? In actudlity, they
will emulate OPEC, setting their
own price marks while thumbing
their noses at the State. Angry
civic leaders are questionin
whether we were victimizeg by
some passive collusion between
the Industry and our supposed
representatives. Although this cri-
sis crystallized almost three years
ago, legislators and insurance
o&icioh seemed to have belated-

STRE ET ly awakened from a deep sleep,
only now calling for crisis resolu-

ANDGIVE -
The Governor realized that he

YO“R needed a fresh perspective. On
a wing and a prayer, he man-
dated the creation of the Florida

BUSI NEss Property and Casualty Insurance
Reform Committee. Chaired by
Lieutenant Governor Toni

A FRESH Jennings, the Committee is com-
posed of State insurance offi-
cials and legislators and is

VOICEI counseled by a “Technical

o Committee” comprised of indus-

fry executives. On November
15th, the Committee released

SAVE A SPA(E IN THE their “Final Report and
Recommendations.”

GALT OCEAN M"-E’S In fulfilling the Governor’s man-
date “"to examine the Florida

insurance market and make rec-

0N|.Y TRUE NEWSLE'“'ER ommendations to reduce the

. cost of premiums, increase the

availability of insurance, and

reduce the risk to homeowners

WH ETHER FOR and businesses,” the committee

took Q0 days to compile a 230

page report of which 110

A MONTH OR TWELVE pages are exhibits. Included are

! 6 pages of what the commitiee

entitled “final recommenda-

WE CAN HEI-P tions”. The 51 recommenda-

0 tions fall into @ relevant cate-

gories. Some highlights of the

= Committee’s handiwork (10 of

their 51 recommendations) are
as follows:

CALL NOW AND
| ADVERTISE IN Recommendations under the
- THIS PUBLICATION coteEor\/ "Residential Insurance

Market/Consumer Issues”,
include: more transparency for
consumers by requiring the pre-
mium nofice and policy fo spec-
ify premium mitigation discounts
available b doﬁor amount;
identifying the dollar amount of
the agent's commission; idenfify-
' ing the amount of any premium
- increase that is due to a rafe

ASK FOR
ALLISON MUSS

il

‘ |
| TEL: 954-292-6553 :

increase and the amounts that are due fo a change in coverage;
requiring plain language

in insurance policies; requiring that insurers offer a policy that
excludes windstorm coverage from a residential property insur-
ance Fohcy if the policyholder signs an approved written rejec-
fion of such coverage; the elimination of maximum allowable
deductibles; i.e. allow insurers to offer deductibles of any
amount in addition fo the 2%, 5% or 10% deductibles currently
offered.

Under the category “Florida’s Commercial Insurance
Market/Property Casualty Joint Underwriting Association (PCJUA)" is
adoption oEsToTuTor\/ language that would allow risk pooling for
windstorm property coverage for all “like” enfities such as public
hospitals, public educational facilities and community colleges;
development of a plan to depopulate Citizens commercial risks
to either the PCJUA or creafe a new statewide entfity for all com-
mercial risks.

Entries under “Florida Building Code” include development of a
code plus standard that the insurance industry would recognize
for maximizing premium discounts; encouraging local govern-
ments to "promote and advocate for code plus structures by pro-
viding incentives to builders like density bonuses, lower impact
fees, and concurrency credits when new construction is built at
higher levels than the current approved building code.”

Under the “Reinsurance Market” category, they offer a recom-
mendation to “reduce or eliminate the trust fund (collateral)
requirement for non-U.S. (foreign) insurers based on a defermina-
fion by the OIR of the adequacy of regulation of the country of
licensure and the financial strength of the assuming insurer.”

Corelocus Pilates

Rehabilitation & Fitness

New Year's Resolution 2007 Made Simple!

Spring back info health at

Corefocus Pilates Rehabilitation &
Fitness, Inc. Whether you are experienc-
ing back pain, hip or other joint pains,
difficulty walking, balance issues,

or you just want to look and feel great,
CoreFocus Pilates is the place for youl

Qur dlinic is private, and our caring
physical therapist delivers oneonone
care fo meef each individual's needs.
We accept Medicare and most private
insurances!

954-202-9009

www.corefocuspilates.com

1825 NE 45th Street, Suite A
Fort lauderdale, FL 33308

(2 Blacks south of Holy Cross Hospital]

CALL TopAY FOR A FREE CONSULTABION

and see 1l Corelocus Pilates 1s right [or vou!

Pension...Continued

that the current employee benefit packages are unsustainable. Nagle,
whose insurance expertise he|pechecure for Regency Tower an
unconditional windstorm renewal from sole carrier QBE, was also
manager of the New York Group Pension Office of the John Hancock
Insurance Company. The Regency Tower Board member noted that
"fringe benefits in TKe 2006 budget amounted to 16% of the fofal
budget or, about $75 million. The 2007 budget obscures salaries
and fringe benefit cost but we can assume the same relationship i.e.;
fringe benefits cosfs are equal to about 50% of salaries. | know you
would never, ever find this rafio in the private secfor.”

Mayor Naugle also discussed the phenomenal growth of Fort
Llauderdale’s local Marine Industry. Its $10 billion economic impact
and 130,000 jobs have elevated it into the city's largest business,
bypassing Fort L}uderdde’s $8 billion Tourism industry. The Mayor
oéserve that “the "boat business’ captured the number 1 spot despite
a sterling year for tourism, the city having chalked up 10 million visi-
fors last year.” Not to shabby.

Fulfilling a campaign commitment to work closely with the Galt Mile
Community Association, newly elected District 4 Broward County
Commissioner Ken Keechl also attended the Advisory Board meeting.
In a tribute to his defeated opponent, Jim Scott, Keechl acknowl-
edged the myriad confributions Scott made o Broward County during
his thirty years of public service. Keechl said that he was confident
that Scoff would continue fo assist Broward in its dealings with
Republican Tallahassee. Confirming that he and Scoft shared many
objectives, he promised to build on Scott’s legacy as well as promote
his own agenda to cut taxes and control development.

When Keechl stated that Scott left some big shoes to fill, longtime
Scoft supporter Rose Guttman quipped, “You're darn (sic| right.”
Maintaining a conciliatory demeanor, Commissioner Keechl smiled
and said that he aspires to “represent every Broward resident, not
only supporters.” Affer expressing gratitude to Regency Tower
President Dott Nicholson-Brown and Ralph Hamaker of Coral Ridge
Towers South for their campaign support, he invited input from an
constituent, stating, “We will have to work together fo fix Browosz
problems.” Responding fo an inquiry about his tenure’s sfart date, the
Commissionerelect explained that he was scheduled to be officially
seated on Tuesday, November 21st, af a 10 AM swearing in cere-
mony.

GMCA President Robert Rozema opened the floor for nominations to
fill the Board of Directors seat vacated by Charles Rossi. Former
Coral Ridge Towers North resident Rossi moved to Hawaii, requiring
his replacement on the Association’s Board of Directors. Pio leraci
nominated Coral Ridge Towers South resident and longtime Advisory
Board member Ralph Hamaker to fill Rossi’s seat. The %oord unani-
mously installed Hamaker fo the
position. Ralph has actively partic-
ipated in every major community
effort and brings authoritative
insight into issues unique to the
Coral Ridge Towers Complex. In
addition fo fighting for beach
renourishment, insurance and tax
relief, traffic control and noise
abatement, Ralph was instrumen-
fal in negotiations with Il Lugano

pin for the Galt Ocean Village
Shoppes area. A longtime civic
activist, Ralph is also the only
Board member hailing from a
cooperative. ®

X i

New GMCA Director,‘RGIph Homaker

fo serve as a neighborhood lynch-
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CHARLES COHEN 24 YEArs oF

ATTORNEY AT IAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL
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[nsurance...Confinued

o change or a twoyear anomaly, the indusiry had a $36 billion reason EVE RYBO DY'S FLI PPI NG OVE R
Strictly ?

to roll back the twelve years of rafe protection. Small carriers unpre-

pared for the onslaught tanked. Industry spokespersons warned that the y
state would have fo allow them astronomical rafes or kiss the industry so UTH F LORI DA s NEW H ITI
goodbye. Since the Stafe’s protective structures mitigated the cost to car- =

riers, officials realized that the actual hit taken by insurers was not as

[ devastating as hyped in the media. However, this fact didn't alter the
u m I n industry’s planned response.

Ordinarily, the actuarial model used to formulate rates is rooted in actu-
al experience. Not surprisingly, the reinsurers reconfigured their model
fo better fit their intentions. Instead of basing reinsurance costs on the

A ditions Inc. 8-event, $36 billion two seasons; reinsurers created a Hurricane model
24 Hour Emergency Service that predicted significantly more frequent and expensive future events.
Instead of doubling premiums, the new “worst case scenario” model
Blockages supports a trebling of rates. Rather than argue with the Office of

Water Heater Change Outs Insurance Regulation (ORR), special legislative committees or executive
) fask forces about this and other disconnects, the indusiry opfed fo
Leak Repair ochielve their gocT\s by Wﬁ\king out onﬁ negoﬂ?ﬂrlwg fro(;n across the
: state line. To implement this strategy, they simply lapsed into a passive
Fixture Installation posture as State officials fried to incentivize their refurn with huge rafe
Remodels increases. It worked like a charm.

: : realized that they had to do something... anything. There were few
fully insured, and knows how to run a clean job. options available. Some legislators actually claimed that the insurance

Call today for a free estimate! carriers were bluffing, ignoring the fact that they had already left the
g state. Others opted fo reinforce Citizens, eoredicting that the carriers

would refurn if convinced of their tactic’s futility. Two facts eventually
PH O N E' 754_2 14_8116 dawned on state officials. They weren't dealing with isolated egocen-
= fric companies motivated solely by cutthroat competitive instincts, they
were facing a well organized industry strategy designed to elicit dereg-

ulation. The second reality was that the carriers could afford fo do noth-
ing and bide their time for as long as necessary. The State could not.

Trust a professional that is licensed (78-CMP-250), ERIEYECREINS |onguishin§ impotently for the bulk of last year's session,
|

By leaving, they triggered the mutation of Citizens from a safety net info
the largest insurer in Florida. Since its structure assesses any costs fo
po|icy%o\o|ers across the state, it has inadvertently become a self-insur-
ance vehicle. Not created fo perform that function, nervous officials
began engineering a divestiture of Citizens’ current client load. A recent
board action prec?udes it from covering properties valued in excess of
$1 million. Already encumbered by 1,264,000 property owners as of

CALL NOW AND ||
ADVE{%TKE !N il (?}ctober 2006, Citizens is averaging 70,000 new policies perbmonth.

They are also feverishly dumping clients upon their acceptance by an
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current level of commitment despite the absence of viable alternatives.
MUSICAL THEATRE!”

In what appears to be a contradictory policy, by removing the safety “Now York Times

net prior fo implementing a strategy to relieve the pressure on property

Ag( FO‘?‘ | owners, the Stafe is salvaging the company at the expense of those it - WI N N E R ! L}

was created fo assist. They would gladly implement that strategy - if

VR Ve ‘ they had one. The Administration and legislative leadership have come T
ALLKON Mugg fo Tﬁe realization that they blew it. Raising a white flag, they passed

. SB 1980 toward the end of last year's session. It created the statufory .

- basis for removing price regulations. Anticipating an adverse public BINGO HITS

' reaction, officials attempted to spin their capitulation as “progress”. A JAC KPOTI L}

- = s wagthe-dog explanation of the legislation characterized it as the first -

EL: 95 4"" 292*‘65 b 3 step in a refurn to normaley. How is that “If insurers are allowed to -

charge whatever they want, they will return. Once they retumn, good
oldHfashioned competition will pressure rates downward.”

Obviously, this ignores the fact that the industrg is no longer driven by For 1li0ke1.s cqll 954 = 344- 7 765 Or ViSill. .I.ix- Com

carriers frenefically undercutting one another. Since they were organ- Tickets: $32.00 Call for special group rates!
Stage Door’s 26™ Street Theatre — 1444 N.E. 26™ Street — Wilton Manors, FL 33305

ized enough fo overturn the Stafe’s regulatory framework, what makes
officials believe that they aren’t capable of seeing through this ) .
www.BingoTheMusical.com

Continued on page 12
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@ Get Back On Your
Feet Weth

BACK IN ACTION

PHYSICAL THERAPY

One on One Individual Care e Arthritis & Pain Management
Education & Exercise ¢ Orthopedic & Sports Medicine
Work & Auto Injuries » Neurological & Occupational Therapy
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$20 Gift Certificate
Winn Dixie or Publix
At The End of Your Treatment

(Most New Patients Only)
With Coupon

FORT LAUDERDALE
Galt Ocean Market Place
4022 N. Ocean Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL

954-567-2617

Your local
hardware and
lumber store.
Come visit!

Hello!

Neighbor

We are not one of those insanely huge
home supply stores. We are a well
stocked, normal sized store with friendly
sales people and easy parking.

SUNRISE BLVD.

We've been serving the community since

1937 for all your building needs and have g %
relocated from our old downtown store to £ E:
our new bigger and better Wilton Manor g glF m=H A
|C!Cat|0f'l COmE visit us. NE 25TH STREET [ WLTOH | _':H‘i-
STATIN —,_
u (QAKLAND PARK BLVD,
» Lumber & Plywood

» Drywall » Hardware

» Millwork & Doors

» Quality Hand Tools
& Accessories

» Concrete & Masonry

LUMBER & HARDWARE & much more.
e + Delivery available

(954) 537-0444
2449 NE 13* Avenue, Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Contractors and Builders ask us about a revolving line of credit.
We are open M-F from 7am to 5pm and we accept all major credit cards.

Homestead...Continued

amount of the homestead exemption allowed any person shall not
exceed the proportionate assessed valuation based on the inferest
owned by the person. For example, assuming a property valued at
%40,000, with the residing owner’s interest in the property being

20,000, then $20,000 of the homestead exemption is all thaf can
be applied fo that property. If there are multiple owners, all as joint
tenants with rights of survivorship, the owner living af property filing
receives the full $25,000 exemption. Residents 65 vears or older as
of January 1st may qualify for the additional $25,0éO "Senior
Exemption”. Qualified seniors must have a total 2005 household
adjusted gross income not in excess of $23,463 (adjusted annually
for inflation by the Department of Revenue) to be eligible for the
additional exemption. This exemption must be applied for annually.
While the exemption applies to the county portion every Broward
resident’s taxes, only those residents living in cities that adopted the
exemption may apply it fo their municipal tax bite. The filing period
is between January Tst and March 1st each year.

The Property Appraiser’s Main Office (115 South Andrews Ave.,
Room 111 {just south of Broward Blvd.) is always open weekdays
from 7 am until 6 pm. The telephone number is: 954-357-6830
and the web site is: “http://www.bcpa.net”. The Property Appraiser
also maintains branch offices in North, South and West Broward
that are open from 8:30 am fo 5 pm. The North Broward Branch is
located af North Regional Courthouse, Room 156, 1600 West
Hillsboro Blvd., Deerfield Beach, FL 33442 (954-831-1270). The

West Broward branch is located at 1 N. University Drive, Suite 111-

A (NW corner of Broward Blvd. & Universim, Plantation, FL 33324
(954-370-3700). The South Broward branch is located at the South
Regional Courthouse, Room 110, 3550 Hollywood Bivd.,
Hollywood, FL 33021 (954-831-0470).

The Broward County Property Appraiser’s Office also conducts spe-
cial taxpayer sign-up sessions for the 2006 Homesfead Exemption
and Senior Exemption at City Hall, the Beach Community Center,
and various Homeowners and Civic Associations during November,
December, January and February. As part of this Qutreach Program,
the Appraiser's Office sends Deputy Property Appraisers fo the meet-
ing locations fo assist new area residents with their property tax
exemptions filings.

Beach Community Cenfer (3351 NE 33rd Street] remaining sign-up
dates are: Friday, January 12th and Friday, February 9th of 10 am.

Jarvis Hall in the [-B-T-S Town Hall (4501 Ocean Drive, -B-T-S)
remaining sign-up dates are: Thursday, January 18th and Thursday,
February 15%@ at11:30 am

Note: Qualified homebound individuals with disabilities can call:
(954) 357-6910 to arrange for a visit from the Property Appraiser’s
Homehound Outreach Program.

The Property Appraiser's office has instituted a new Online
Homestead Filing Program. While the Property Appraiser’s Outreach
Program is remarkably convenient for new filers, the inferetbased
Frogrom is even easier. You can save fime, %os-money and avoid
ines and crowds that assemble at the local Broward offices. Go to
the Galt Mile Community Association web site (www.galimile.com),
click on “Homestead Express” {located in the BCPA part of the
Broward County page in the Issues segment] and scroll down to the
links af the botfom of the article fo access the “Online Homestead
Filing Program”. Also, Broward Coum?/ Property Appraiser, Lori
Parrish, personally answers questions from Erovvord residents about
every issue relevant to property taxes in her “Ask Lori” segment of the
web site’s Broward Page. If you have a question that isn'f there, ask!
Please contfact Bob \/\/glfe o?/\/\edia and Government Relations af
(954) 445-5732 or by email at “media@bcpa.net” for further infor-

mation.

FYI = Bob Scherer is no longer in charge of Condos and Coops in the Real
Property Office. Scott Lewis is the Broward County Property Appraiser’s new
Condo Supervisor. Scott can be reached at 954-357-6893 or by email at
slewis@hcpa.net.o

(%)};F{(y }{7(}4 E@enfa ( @m‘“e 61‘))/213
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[nsurance...Continued

The report's first 108 pages provide background and perspective for
the Committee’s opinions. They also review the rationale behind their
recommendations. For instance, the insurance carriers contend that
they are only passing through reinsurance increases to policy hold-
ers. As such, the Committee examined the underlying rationale for
the reduced reinsurance capacity in the Florida property market.

Direct writers, such as State Farm, Allstate, efc., are able to provide
coverage for relatively high risk policies, such as property insurance
policies, by spreading their exposure fo the reinsurance market. A
reinsurance company essenﬂolE/ provides insurance to an insurance
company. By laying off some of their potential risk, carriers can limit
their losses. When Florida property insurers (both residential and
commercial) submitted their rate filings to the OIR, factored in were
significant reinsurance rate increases, resulting in requests for com-
mensurate rafe increases fo the insurance buying public.

In addition to considering the losses from the eight hurricanes of
2004 and 2005, the report lists these factors as also contributing
fo the reinsurance fightening supposedly responsible for the trebling
of insurance premiums:

e Predicfions of increased frequency and severity of future hurricanes
by the hurricane modeling firms

® Increased property values in which a similar book of business
created a much higher exposure

® Increased coastal exposure throughout the state
® Increased cost of repair and rebuilding due to demand of building

supplies and labor (demand surge)
Continued on page 14
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INSURANCE '

Gov's REFORM COMMITTEE WEIGHS IN

Article by Eric Berkowitz

In consideration of events leading to the insurance crisis currently
threatening to undermine the Stafe’s economic future, Governor Jeb
Bush released Executive Order 06-150 on June 27, 2006.
Pondering the pink slip awaiting him at the end of this term, the
prospect of his legacy bearing so fafal a scar sfirred the Governor
fo create the Florida Property and Casualty Insurance Reform
Committee. He spent the past three years hoping that some State
entity would somehow mitigate the crisis. Since officials drew a
blank, Governor Bush has gone back to the drawing board.

Having formed itself info an efficient trade organization with a well-

oiled palitical lobby following the trouncing from Hurricane
Andrew, Florida's Insurance Industry outplayed, outfought and out-
?unned the State’s overconfident insurance bureaucracy. It took the
egislature over twelve years to erect regulatory profections
designed fo resist an indusiry “overreaction” to catasfrophic events.
Simultaneously, it created a specialized infrastructure to cushion the
industry from another Andrew-style claims assault. During this peri-
od, legislators seeking reelection issues would sponsor UnworEob|e
insurance bills useful only as campaign fodder and Administration
officials hoping fo snag a quick sound bite would propose unend-
ing layers of gratuitous regulation.

can prevent prolonged suffering!

e State-of-the-art technology
e |V sedation available
¢ Most insurances accepted

Marcos Szeinfeld, MD

Aaron B. Rosenblatt, MD

While weathering this
profracted legislafive
assault, the industry
became proficient at
profecting ifself.
Despite the absence
of serious windstorm
events from 1992
[Andrew) until a few
years ago, the indusiry was able to fend off politically motivated
affacks on its rate

structure. They patiently awaited an opportunity fo furn the tables.
Subject to statute, they needed some actuarial basis for raising
rafes. Given the existence of the CAT fund and other components
of the safety net Florida built to help carriers survive catastrophes,
their anticipated benefit expenses would be well worth a green
light to hike premiums.

Finally, 2004 and 2005 rolled in like freight trains, pounding the
state throughout two Hurricane Seasons. While there was contro-
versy over whether Florida had experienced a meteorological seed

Continued on page10

Article by Eric Berkowitz

The Galt Ocean Mile lost an irre-
laceable asset on November
27th. When President Robert
Rozema of the Galt Mile
Community Association passed
away, not only did the neighbor-
hood residents and merchants
lose an irrepressible advocate,
they lost a fast friend. Robert John
Rozema lived in neighboring
Southpoint Condominium, the
double tower near the southern
end of Galt Ocean Drive. After
moving fo the Galt Mile from
New Jersey in 1983, he focused
his efforts on improving his home.
His Southpoint friends and neigh-
bors, cognizant of his organiza-
tional skills and talent for achiev-
ing consensus, elected him to
serve on their Board of Directors.
He organized the Association
office and streamlined their main-
fenance and security to better
address their residents’ needs.
Bob whipped Southpoint into a
model for the rest of the block.

Having taken nofice of Rozema's
achievements as Southpoint's
President, Galt Mile civic leaders
recruited him to the Galt Mile
Community Association. He
joined Earl Lifshey, Rose Guttman,
Oscar Kraehenbuehl, leah
Glickfield and Dick Tymeson in
planning the Galt Mile’s impend-
ing rehabilitation. Bob brought
his fellow Galt Mile Directors fo
the table with then District 1 Ci
Commissioner John Aurelius an
other city officials. Together, they
hatched the Galt Mile
Improvement Project, arguably
the most successm of its kind in
Fort Lauderdale history. Enlisting
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ROBERT J. ROZEMA
GALT MILE LEADER

the cooperation of every partici-
pating Association, they settled
on an assessment amount that
would actualize the pioneering
project. For the $658 that every
Calt Mile resident chipped in,
they received a model communi-
ty. Our high-end lighting,

avered crosswalks, tailored
andscaping, pink aggregate
sidewalks, street indents and
below ground electrical lines
were some of the fruits of their
labors.

The city was committed fo main-
faining the block “in Disney-like
fashion”. To this day, that contrac-
tual agreement forms the legal
basis ?or the communig's persist-
ent demands that the City fulfill

its obligation. Although many
Association officials and other
volunteers contributed to the
effort, Bob Rozema is widely con-
sidered fo be the project's spark-
plug. After rising to the organiza-
tion's Presidency, Bob relocated
Calt Mile heodyquorters fo the
Southpoint administrative office.

As President of the Association,
Bob expanded its venue from its
previously local impact. Bob
engineered relationships that
reached into City Hall, Broward
County Headquarters,
Tallohassee and Washington. He
initiated FLPD's local noise abate-
ment and traffic safety project,
new signage and fraffic lights,
the construction improvements at
the “Mile’s Corner” area, new

landscaping and the renourish-
ment of Broward’s critically
eroded beaches. Bob waged
campaigns against destructive
legislation while supporting
laws that helped condo own-
ers. Given the political diversi-
ty of its members, Bob main-
fained the Galt Mile
Association’s non-partisan polit-
ical voice. In addition to
being a resource for focusing
on Galt Mile political objec-
fives, he shaped the
Association info a platform for
sharing information.

Hundreds of friends and
neighbors affended Bob's
wake at the Kraeer Funeral
Home on December 1st. Fort
Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle
fold mourners how fortunate
he was fo have shared lunch
with Bob at an Advisory
Board Meeting two weeks
earlier. Other officials paying
their last respects were City
Manager George Gretsas,
Florida State Senator Jeffrey
Atwater, City Commissioner
Christine Teel, assistant City
Manager Kathleen Gunn,
former City Commissioner and
Broward Housing Authority
Commissionerjo%n Aurelius
and Bob Wolfe from the
Broward County Property
Appraiser's office. Fiancée
arilyn Peters was joined by
Bob's children (Darlene Joy
Scruggs, Robert John Rozema,

Jr., John Frank Rozema and
stepson, Richard Albanese,
Galt Mile officials,
Southpoint friends and
employees, local merchants
and scores of friends and
neighbors from every build-
ing on the block as well as
the Coral Ridge Towers
Complex. En route to the
service, GMCA Advisory
Board member and
Regency Tower resident
Fern McBride expressed
the general sentiment,
"He will be sorely missed!”
Bob's GMCA responsibili-
ties will be assumed by
Vice President Pio leraci.

Those of us who knew Bob
- or knew of him - are
aware of his copious civic
contributions, his relentless
commitment to improving
the Galt Mile community
and a dogged devotion

fo his beloved Southpoint.
Anticipating how BOE’S
passing will challenge the
community, Senator Jeffrey
Atwater commented, “the

Galt Mile neighborhood
Lusf lost a good friend!”
ort Lauderdale Mayor Jim
Naugle announced the
plans for a municipal cere-
mony commemorating
Rozema's confributions fo
the neighborhood and the
Ciy.®

www.galtmile.com
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BEST OF EUROPE
TOURS & CRUISES

Your Neighborhood Travel Agency
in association with

TRAFALGAR TOURS
Invites you
Monday, Jan. 29 -- 5:15 PM
4250 Galt Ocean Dr. (Galt Towers)
and
Monday, Feb. 12 —- 5:15 PM
Friedt Hall, Community Church
4433 Bougainville Drive, LBTS

Serving South Florida

DISCOUNT VERTICAL BLINDS

UNHAPPY WITH YOUR HEARING AID?

* Are sounds too soft or oo loud or too finny?

Florida Drapery
—

| # Do you have trouble hearing on the phone,
or listening to TV?

DISCOUNT FAUX WOOD BLINDS
DISCOUNT DESIGNER BLINDS

e Do you always sound ke you're in  barrel? 3

* Are you constantly adjusting?

Florida Drapery Service
South Florida’s
DRAPERY
CLEANING LEADER
*on-site and off-site
*take-down and re-hang
*reasonable turn-around
ALL WINDOW TREATMENTS

7 Stephanie Fiorella, BC-HIS SPECIALIZING IN S
% Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences \§») [e] §f: VB8 [TV 1] (el [0 L) &

i n lI"i.ilrn- '
‘a,,;_._}g‘

o

2 * HMO Patients Welcome
=  without referral

= » Serving Broward County
% Since 1946

5 * 0% Financing Available

Better Hearing :
World Of Sound <
Hearing Aids :

2450 E. Comm. Bivd.
‘. Blks East of US1

(Wine, cheese, and discount vouchers)
www.bestofeuropetours.com
Tel.: 954 630 8942

T
*All Blinds 25% OFF or More

HunterDouglas CALL FOR YOUR IN-HOME SHOPPING
5 APPOINTMENT 954-467-1426

*installation may have additional charges, expires 3/31/07

Battery Special 4 Pack

10% off with this ad
REGULAR Prices:
Drapes $1.90/Pleat
Sheers $1.70/Pleat
Call for other treatments

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
MADE EASY — 2006

but there is a $15 fee set by state law and additional
(but simple) paperwork required.

Dream...,Pack...,And Leave The Rest to
Us!
CRUISES/RIVER CRUISES/
ESCORTED TOURS
WORLDWIDE

F GEC0EED

window fashions

Priority Dealer Insurance...Confinued

The final factor, and cloudiest, is the imposition by rafings
agencies of increasingly strict requirements for reinsurers to
maintain favorable financial rafings. While this may raise

the bar for a reinsurer to demonsirate financial viability, it

has virtually no impact on their exposure fo risk.

ICTURE PERFECT

framing

At the end of the day, there is little correlation between the
huge 2006 rafe increases and the real world. The factors
being promoted as “actuarial justifications” appear fo be
litle more than arbitrary rationalizations. The new rate
schedules combined with the newly legalized cherry pick-
ing currently being practiced foretell banner years for the
carriers (as experienced by QBE last year).

ustom picture
January Tst of each year is the date on which MECARERMEIVE I VE ERSNING BREUVES LS
peiieni Esielenes i efenminee. OVER 2,000 FRAME SAMPLES TO CHOOSE FROM
When filing an application you must bring the
following items listed below, dated prior to January
1 of the tax year of you are filing. To claim 100%
coverage, all owners occupying the property as
Tenants in Common (i.e., proportional share co-
owners) must file in person on jointly held property.
In the case of a husband/wife (“Tenants by the
Entirety”) or Joint Tenants with Right of Survivorship
("JTRS"), any one owner may qualify for 100% cov-
erage — although it is always highly advisable to
have all eligible owner-occupants to file. If you are
married and the Deed has different last names for
a husband and wife, a marriage certificate must
be presented if the deed does not indicate the two
co-owners are "husband and wife.”

"Permanent residence” means that place where
a person has his frue, fixed, and permanent
home and principal establishment to which,
whenever absent, he has the infention of return-
ing. A person may have only one permanent
residence at a time; and, once a permanent
residence is esfablished in a foreign state or
country, it is presumed to continue until the
person shows a change has occurred

[Fla.Stat.Ann. § 196.012(17]].

ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS IN BROWARD COUNTY

NEEDLE WORK - SHADOWBOX FRAMES
Aside from the insurers, the only other beneficiaries of this

dilemma are political ideclogues antipathetic to regulations.
Some plans filed last year extolled the virtues of allowing the
insurance market fo regulate ifself, blaming the current crisis
on the exisfing regulatory environment. Plan sponsors
expressed de?ight with the current state of affairs.
Notwithstanding anyone's views on government regulation,
when critically desfructive rate increases go right to a com-
pany’s bottom line, it fails to pass the smell fest.

MUSEUM QUALITY CONSERVATION FRAMING

CREATIVE MATTING - FOSTERS - MIRRORS

Broward County Property Appraiser, Lori Parrish

All legal Florida residents are eligible
for a Homestead Exemption on their
homes, condominiums, co-op apart-
ments, and certain mobile home lots
if they qualify. The Florida Constitution
provides this fax-saving exemption on
the first $25,000 of the assessed
value of an owner/occupied
residence. You are entitled to a

There are two Homestead Exemption filing peri-
ods during each calendar year. Traditionally,
property owners apply between January 1st and
March Tst for the previous year's benefit. With
the advent of “Pre-Filing”, owners who pur
chased properties after January st can file from

While there are some confradictory elements in the report,
there are also many constructive recommendations roofed
in common sense. The report's heavy focus on the relafion-
ship between construction mitigations and premium cost is

10% OFF

YOUR FIRST

e Proof of Ownership: Recorded Warranty Deed,

All work done on premises

Homestead Exemption if, as of January
1st, you have made the property your
permanent home or the permanent
home of a person who is legally or
naturally dependent on you. By law,

March 2nd to December 31st for the following
vear. The filing period for a 2007 homestead
exemption is March 2, 2006 through March 1,
2007. There is no cost to file for Homestead

if you file by the March 1st deadline. Note: You
may still “late file” for 2006 until Janvary 2, 2007,

Co-op Propriety lease, Notice of Proposed Taxes
or Tax Receipt, if in your name(s). A deed must
be presented if the property is jointly owned.
If the property is held in a trust, either a notarized
certificate of trust or a complete copy of the trust
agreement is required.

Continued on page 7

intuitive. VWeeding out costly regulations with no osfensible
benefit and removing arbitrary obstacles to being an
admitted carrier should promote productive competition.

Continued on page 18

FRAMING ORDER Under new management

3337 NE 32nd St. Ft Lauderdale, FL 33308 in the Galt Mile Shoppes

(954) 630-1800

www.galtmile.com
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REALTOA®

WWW.TONYNAPLES.COM

RODRIGUEZ fn/ f////?/ |

WWW.JORGERODRIGUEZ.COM

SPECIALIZING IN THE
GALT OCEAN COMMUNITY
FOR 17 YEARS

DEDICATED & HARDWORKING
TO SERVICE ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

OWNER
BROKER

954-562-6355

REALTOR
SE HABLA ESPANOL

954-801-5585

3324 NE 32 STREET
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL
33308

GALT OCEAN MILE
VILLAGE SHOPS

January 2007 < Galt Mile News < Page 19

PROPERTIES INTERNATIONAL INC
#1 Real Estate Office on Galt Ocean Mile!

Serving the Galt Ocean Mile residents with more than 20 years of professional service.

Over 40 Agents The Pams
to Serve All Of Your b
Real Estate Needs!

We Have Some of the "Best Deals" in Town!

* Great Selection of Preconstruction
Condos in Miami, Fort Laqgerdale &
Palm Beach 4

* One Bedroom Oceanfront starting in
 the low $300,000

_* Two Bedroom Ocean Views starting
from $430,000

- Brand New Oceanfront Condos
: at $800,000

|- 'annhomes a\@ﬂ#‘é startl“!

from $350,000 & up "
* Rentals Available (Annual/Seasonal)

www.galtmile.com
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