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[ {with $5 minimum pul:l'me

Our Certified Packing Experts pack your items right. In fact we're so
confident, that if your package is damaged or lost we promise you'll
be reimbursed 100%:

It's the Pack & Ship Promise—and a whole lot more. You'll not
only be reimbursed for your item’s value; but also for the cost of
packing and shipping. Plus, UPS" package tracking comes standard
with all shipments.

Stop by and save.

*Subject to the lesser of actual value, replacement or repair cost for items packed and shipped via
UPS by The UPS Store associates. Restrictions and limitations apply. See store for details ar visit
www.lheupsstore.cam,

Al participating locations, The LIPS Store cenber: ate independently owned snd apeiated by licemed franchisees 0 Mail Boaet Fio., ni
an indirec! sobinidiary of Uniled Parcel Service of Ametca, ing, & Delaware corpadation, Services and haurs of apevation may vy by
location. Copyiight D2008 kil Baxes Etz., Inc

Bayview Location
2805 E. Oakland Pk Blvd
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

Tel: 954.568.1990

Gateway Location
1007 N. Federal Hwy
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304
Tel: 954.764.6245

200

MOVING & PACI{AGIHG SUPPLIES
{includes boxes, tape bubble cushioning, etc.)
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You might not be able to do
everything at once, you can

however do it all in one place.

Mailbox services

Digital printing, copying
& finishing services

Packaging services
Moving boxes & supplies
Notary services

Shipping services
UPS Next Day Air
UPS 2nd Day Air
UPS 3 Day Select
UPS Ground
UPS International
Freight shipments
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AND MUCH, | | .
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0 : The LIPS Store The UPS Store

i DAKLAND and BAYVIEW GATEWAY

i 2805 E. Oakland Pk Blvd

1007 N, Federal Hwy

i Fr Lauderdale, FL 33306 Fi. Lauderdale, F1. 33304
ALL PRODUCTS & SERVICES : Fel: 954.568.1990 Tel: 954.764.6245
With $10 minimum purchase. Excludes stamps & : Fax: 954.568.1579 Fax: 954.764.6332
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SUNSET BLUE

ENERGIZES GALT OCEAN SHOPPES-
NEIGHBORHOOD s

The Sunset Blue Block Party is redefin-
ing the old-fashioned neighborhood
wing-ding - it virtually explodes with
mu?blues, box-banging bands and
Eackﬂged fun on the run. On Sundays

etween 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., NE
33rd Street undergoes a dimensional
severance from the surrounding werld
as the whole block fills with stalls,
tents, tables, hippies, retirees, philoso-
phers, hot bodies, pedestrian artists
and people marching around in ever-
diminishing circles while attempting to
communicate telepathically wilﬁ their
Eets. Live music, lfmd. drinks and

ooths from local bars, restavrants
and businesses energize the enfire
Galt Ocean Shoppes neighborhood.
The party area is just norﬁw of Oakland
Park Boulevard, east of the Intra-
coastal and west of ATA. Sunset Blue
is a FREE community event conceived
by the Galt Ocean Shoppes Improve-
ment Association, Inc.

For years, Galt Mile community ac-
tivists tried to stimulate interest in this
litle commercial corner of our neigh-
borhood. Thousands of planning hours
were devoted fo shaping the Galt
Ocean Village Shoppes area into a
begu[]ing destination site ulluring s]
tourists as well as locals. Given its
proximity to the beach, a stable
nearby residential base, unfettered ac-
cess and egress, both merchants and
residents have long nurtured that belief
that the area boasted many of the
characteristics and qualities required
to compete with Las Clas, Worth Awv-
enue and other popular South Florida
destination sites. The late Dr. Alex
leeds, a local civic force of nature,
teamed with Larry Blacke, Ralph
Hamaker, Bob Rozema, the Galt Mile
Community Association, economic de-
velopment officials, and assorted local
merchants to ulfimately attract the
Beach Community Center and |l
Lugane in an effort to anchor the
community’s metomorphic commercial

component. Over the years, District |
City Commissioners have hiﬁtcricnuy
supported measures aimed ot an area
reincarnation, including John Aurelius,
Gloria Katz, Christine Teel and most
rE-:enH\I,r Bruce Roberts.

Unfortunately, the disconcerting an-
nual merchant turnover clouded the
neighborhood's prospects by fueling a
reputation for insmbiﬁly. Ironically, it
was that predisposition for change
and the entropic commercial rotation
that ultimately produced the commu-
nity’s current merchant menu. The for-
tuitous blend of current vendars has
created a synergism of sorts. Every
Sunday through September 20, 2009,

ME 33rd Street morphs into an incredi-

ble BLOCK PARTY! Jazz Bars and
restaurants like Blue Jean Blues, the
Dive Bar and Fish Tales anchor the
event. The block becomes a magnet
for clothing stalls, soap vendors, food
stalls and a wide variety of ambitious
opportunists merchandising an eclectic
assortment of goods and services.
Cold beer, t-shirts and pizza are al-
ways within arms distance - along with

a laudable lineup of noteworthy musi-
cal icons.

The casual concerts are fantastic.
Some of the best music in South
Florida radiates from ME 33rd Street
every Sunday evening. Emanating
from an outdoor stage erected for the
event, the sounds engage partygoers
Qs rhey stroll from booth to shop to bar
to eatery. Sunset Blue is clearly the
coclest - and most successul - buzz to
hit the Galt Mile in years. In July,
headliners such as Charlie (#1 Top
Seller on Masterbeat.com and #9 on
Billboard - unbelievable voice), the
Joey Gilmore Band (At the Interna-
tional Blues Challenge in Memphis,
they outscored all bands worldwide
while showcasing his amazing talent
at the blues industry event - nailing
recognition as the best unsigned band
on the planet), Mr. Nice Guy [MNG is
one of the area’s most popu],c:r classic
rock groups), Billy Vasquez (unworldly
Blues guitarist], Troy Anderson and
The Wonderful Warld Band [killer
headliners at O'Hara's on Las Olas).

Continued on page 7

BLOCK PARTY

EVERY SUNDAY 6-10PM - LIVE MUSIC-FOOD -DRINKS -MERCHANT BOOTHS

NE 3370 ST
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FLORIDA GOURT FIXES 18T
AMENDMENT FOUL-UP...

1S Senafors John MeCoin ond Russell Feingold

Concerned by the growing perception that legislative seats
were essentially commaodities with price tags, in 2002 U.5, Sen-
ators Russell Feingold |D-WI) and John McCain ([R-AZ) collabo-
rated across the aisle to sponsor the Bipartisan Campaign
Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA, McCain-Feingold Act, Pub.L. 107-
155, 116 Stat. 81, enacted March 27, 2002). Effective as of
MNovember &, 2002, this United States federal law amended
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, which regulates
the financing of political campaigns. The Act was designed to
address two issues.

By prohibiting national political party committees from raising
or spending any funds not subject to federal limits, the Act was
anticipated fo stigmatize the increased role of soft money in
campaign financing, even for state and local races or issue dis-
cussion, Not surprisingly, a wide variety of unaccountable inter-
est groups and PACs su{:tsequen'rl filled the finance vacuum
created by the Act's soft money d):alerrent.

Seeking to stem the proliferation of issue advocacy ads, it de-
fined any broadcast ads that name a federal candidate within
30 days of a primary or caucus, or 60 days of o general elec-
tion, as “electioneering communications”. The Act prohibited

payment for such ads either by corporations or by unincorpe-
rated entities using corporate or union funds. In J;bufing TEE
bill, Congress per?uncfarily approved an amendment sponsored
by the late Senator Paul Wellstone, (D-MM], that reconstituted
the Act's definition of “corporations” to include nonprofits. The
prohibition against sponsoring ads therefore applies to non-
profit issue advocacy organizations such as Right to Life, Save
the Whales, Planned Parenthood, the American Heart Associa-
tion or the Children’s Defense Fund. The law draws no distinc-
tion between General Motors and the ACLU.

From its outset, provisions of the legislation were challenged as
unconstitutional by palitical parfies and public interest “watch-
dog" organizations. Aware of its inherent First Amendment bag-
gage, when President George Bush signed the bill into law, he
expressed “reservations about the constitutionality of the broad
ban on issue advertising” and suggested that the courts would
clean up the legislation down the road.

Continued on page 8
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Block Porty...Continued

While the event is currently authorized through September Eve ry S u n d ay

20th, locals would like to see it continue through the winter
months. Longtime area residents view this event as an c,:;pcrfu-
nity to finally stabilize this historically erratic commercia

neigh-
borhood, Frospecfively affracting more customers and a more th I‘O u gh
C

substantial class of local enterprise. The increased traffic could
help fill the storefronts left intermittently vacant since Hurricane
Wilma devastated the uriu. In addition to providing local resi- b C
dents with an improved shopping experience, a thriving com- S t i 2 O
mercial area onld enhuncETocgﬂl development and hjp ep e m L)e r

stabilize property values throughout the entire community. Not
sure? Try pricing a unit on or near Las Olas Boulevard. For .
more im?::rmuﬁcn about the Sunset Blue Block Party, check out .

the web site at: www.destination33rd.com/EventSB0.aspx or ) rC tree t
go to the Galt Mile Community Association web site [www.galt-

mile.com) and click on the “Sunset Blue - New Hope for Galt
Shoppes” headline in the center column or the Sunset Blue entry

on the right home page sidebar.» morph S i n tO an

incredible
BILLOCK PARTY!

) i oo | -
ML 2 el Locol residents ond visitors jam

"'l 1-'{""'_'- NE 331d Street ot the Sunset Blue
e Block Party on Sunday evenings.

A ATLANTIC HEARING AID CENTER

Same Location Since 1971/

PROUDLY SERVING THE GALT OCEAN COMMUNITY OVER 35 YEARS!

954.563.4226

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT!

FREE HEARING TESTS
& CONSULTATIONS!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET
$100 OFF THE PURCHASE OF
ANY HEARING INSTRUMENT!*
SLIMIT ONE DISCOUNT PER PERSON FINANCING
AVAILABLE g ; _ "
Maria D. Rosa, BC-HIS 0% Interest 2 { *°F ¥ J
Board Certified in Hearing 0™ Monthly Payments! § ) -
Instrument Sciences Starkey | Siemens | Oticon | Phonak | Widex | ReSound & MORE!
INBC S eTirCATION S HEARNG Offering a full range of digital technology

HIS ssmmseny semsces B
S from the leading manufacturers!

2310 East Oakland Park Boulevard |Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33306

S.E. Corner US-1 & Qakland Park Bivd. | Opponte Coral Ridge Mall tn Times Square Plaza
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First Amendment... Confinued

One conflict took the form of complaints filed with the Federal
Election Commission (FEC) concerning the raising and spending
of soft money by so-called "527 organizations” — organizations
claiming tax-exemption as "polilicu?organizmions" under Secfion
527 of the Internal Revenue Code (26 U.5.C. § 527), but not
registering as “political committees” under the Federal Election
Campaign Act, which deploys a different legal standard. High
profile 527 organizations on both sides of the aisle such as ﬁme
pro-John Kerry “Media Fund” and the anti-lohn Kerry “Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth” drew the ire of traditional political organiza-
tions that couldn’t exploit the loophole.

When the law was first tested in the Supreme Court by a group
of the Act's opponents led by Kentucky Senator Mitch McConnell
(McConnell v. Federal Election Commission), the court surpris-
ingly upheld the consfimﬁnnaliz of most of the Act's provisions by
a 5 - 4 decision. In agreeing that the law's prohibitions applied
to almost anything that can influence voters-from political satire to
balanced, non-partisan educationthe court faced a First Amend-
ment Pandora’s Box upon examining how its far reaching ham-
mer chilled free speai:ﬁ?Since “educating voters influences them”
and the prohibitions also extended to consfitutional waichdogs,
the ACLU had to stop running ads challenging President Bush on
civil liberties issues respondent to the war on terror. When Wi s-
consin Right to Life (WRTL) later asked the Supreme Court to ex-
empt grassroots lobbying campaigns from the law's
"electioneering” rules (Federal Election Commission v. Wisconsin
Right to Life, Inc.), the court distinguished between “express advo-
cacy ads” and WRTL's “issue ads” that didn't specifically advo-
cate any particular candidate. Exclaiming "Enough is enough,”
Chief Justice John Roberts acknowledged the slippery slope fac-
ing the court, which found that the FEC lacked a compelling inter-
est to further interf e re with the First Amendment and handzg
WRTL a favorable 5 - 4 decision.

The vast majority of advocacy organizations and citizens’ groups
are organized as nonprolit corporations. Complying with elec-
tioneering communications laws imposes |urga costs on nﬂnproﬁ
its, d'werlingl scarce resources from their core objectives. In
addition to facing an expensive regulatory burden, most organi
zations will be forced to compromise donor privacy if they speak
about politics, thereby risking financial support. While few non-
profits have an explicitly political mission, many at least occasion-
ally communicate with the public about policy issues. These
irnups unexpectedly find themselves subject to regulation when
the issues they care about inadvertently become part of an elec-
tion campaign. As soon as the central issue around which any
?mulp was created enters any polifical arena, they become
egdlly enjoined from even educating the public about their core
issue.

Under McCain-Feingold, the Federal Election Commission
banned the airing on cable TV of a film entitled “Hillary: The
Movie", produced by the nonprofit Cifizens United. If the group
ran TV ads for the film, they would be required to “name names”
of the film's backers by disclosing detailed personal infomation
about donors to the government. When Citizens United chal-
lenged the decision, o U.S. District Court upheld the FEC's ruling.
Following contentions that the film was nonpartisan and fact-
based, the Supreme Court docketed the case on August 18,
2008 and heard oral arguments on March 24, 2009.

Instead of handing down an expected early summer decision, on
June 2%th, the Court charged the parties to address whether the
previous cases supportive of bans on corporate-funded political
sEeech, including nonprofit corporations such as Citizens United,
should be overturned. The parties were first charged with submit-
ting briefs on the larger issues, after which they would reargue
the case on September 2, 2009. The Court also wanted to con-
sider whether McConnell v. FEC, the hallmark case upholding the
“electioneering communications” ban in McCain-Feingold,
should likewise be overtu med, thereby striking down the ban al-
together.

The Institute for Justice, which filed an amicus brief on behalf of
Citizens United, argued that if the government could ban corpo-
rate-funded films about candidates, it could also ban prometing
books and movies. In order to affordthe Government an opport u-
nity to clarify whether that hypothesis was credible, Justice
Samuel Alito asked the government whether the ban on corpo-
rate funding of advertisements would logically apply to a book
that called for the election or defeat of a polifician. The govern-
ment confirmed that it would. In a Twilight Zone moment, the
govemment agreed that it is not actually bnnnin? advetisements,
r:!:cvies or books, but simply precluding anyone from paying for
thermn.

Seemingly excited by the prospect of turning the First Amendment
into sugarwater, certain State legislators around the country
viewed the court s original decision as a green light to further re-
strict politically inconvenient speech. Since 2003, 15 states have
passed substantially more constitutionally egregious adaptations
of the federal Temprme, affecting every civic organization that
even mentions the name of a candidate or discusses an issue.
Although largely unknown to Florida citizens, the nation's most
restrictive rendition was passed in Tallahassee.

Under Florida's “electioneering communications” law, any group
of people that simply mentioned a candidate’s name or a ballot
issue in a public newsletter or on a website had to register with
the government, listing all bonks, safedeposit boxes, or other de-
positories wherein their funds are Iocarecrgnd disclosing per-
sonal information about donors, even those who never intended
their confribution for political speech. This included homeowners
associations, neighborhood associations, condominium associo-
tions, h::prayers groups, civic clubs, healthrelated support organ
izations from cancer survivors to cerebral palsy victims, senior
?roups, or nonprofit organizations of any stripe. Groups that
ailed to comply faced tines and possible jail time for their
speech. Individuals were also subject to burdensome reporting
requirements if they spent just $100 of their own money to
speak, post to their web site or print a newsletter.

Confirued on page 9
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First Amendment... Confinved

UNHAPPY WITH YBUR HEAR’HG A’ﬂ? These regulations also require groups to report all of their do-

;o nations and/or expenditures, maintain a registered office and
* lre SI}LIndS foo 50{1 or 00 |':|Ud or foo finny a registered agent, appoint a campaign freasurer, designate
a campaign depository, and take other steps consumptive of

1e Du you hmrﬂ tmuh|e hEurlng on Thg ph{]na time and money. No ndvocnqr is required lo viclate the law.
The mere mention of generic issues like controlled develop-
or [istening fo TV?

ment, foreclosures, public safety, beach rencurishment, or bal-
lot issues such as property taxes, school choice, same-sex
o Do you DIWI]YS SUHI'I[I |||(E you Teina III[FEI marriage or land conservation could trigger prosecution.
While taxing political speech by ordinary citizens’ and issue-
bosed groups, the law specifically exempts newspapers,

* Are you WHSTUHT"{ Udllﬁhﬂg? radio stations, television stations, or other recognized media

= . organizations. Not surprisingly, it didn’t seem to bother
3Stephania Fiorella, BC-HIS Florida lawmakers that this poorly drafted provision mettled
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences \Caruduars Hﬂmﬂﬂm the low's constitutional footing by treating even deep-pock-
: 8

« HMO Patients Welcome eted corporations inconsistently. Since General Motors and
3" wittiois patorred Better Hearing P Y.

Disney are exempt because they own television networks,
= Serving Broward Coun i i
z bt ‘1?9#6 ty WOHd Of s,ound they can speak freely, while General Motors and Pfizer get
* 0% Financing Available

the horn.
Hearing Aids
Battery Special 6 Pack 2450 E. Comm. Bivd.
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Last October, the Institute for Justice filed a First Amendment
challenge to Florida's low on behalf of the Broward Coalition
of Cnn&omlmums Homeowners Associations and Community
gammhons the University of Florida College Libertarians
BetterHearingWorldofSounds.com the National Taxpayers Union, as well as the leaders of

g'WMMf'MMMN*MM{@hh%MM Euﬂh Ql'gﬂnizu“ﬂn. The W ITICIdE it |mp0\55ib]e I:D‘r Them fo

discuss candidates and issues with their members and the public. After reviewing the statute’s chilling impact on free speech, U.5.
District Judge Stephan Mickle issued a preliminary injunction just prior to last November's election, preventing Florida from enforcing
the law. Explaining his action, Mickle said, “Me court has ever upheld such a sweeping regulation of political speech.”

Alter hearing arguments in Gainesville, where the Act sought to punish University of Florida student groups for pelitical education,
Mickle issued an opinion on May 26, 2009, finally striking down Florida's controversial “electioneering communications” law. Rul-
ing the law unconstitutional, Mickle wrote, “While it is true that the legislature has the [:mwe:f to regulate elections, it does not have
the power fo regulate purely political discussions about elections.” By failing to appeal Mickle's federal court ru|lng within 30 days
Florida Secretary of State Kurt Browning waived the State’s opportunity for judicial reconsideration. “This ruling, consistent with the
[:irialir'|1'|nvec.n'1_.-r injunction entered last Octaober, enjoins the Division of Elections and the Florida Elections Commission from enforcing u||
aws relating to ‘electioneering communications’ in Chapter 106," said Elections spokesperson Jennifer Krell Davis.

Except for speech promulgated for the express purpose of creating mayhem, the courts have mostly defended the First Amendment
from popular prohibitions against unpopular speech. As proclaimed by Daniel Webster, if he would have to sacrifice all his rights
save one, it would be the right to speak, because through it, he could recover all the others. The enigmatic interpretations of McCain-
Feingold as supported by McConnell v. FEC and subsequent decisions - along with the Florida Legislature’s statutory mutation - fatally

D'CPECI the very right for which the First Amendment was originally r:onceiveg and implemented to profect - pr:rIiTicJ speech. The
Florida version functionally circumseribed what is arguably the most important of all civil rights in a democracy... the right of citizens
to criticize their government.

“This is a fremendous victory for the First Amendment right to speak about polifics without the government getting in the way,” said
Institute for Justice Senior Attorney Bert Gall upon hearing Mickle's ruling. “Florida’s law put everyday political speech under the
Ihumb QF Eumpﬂlgl‘l hnﬂncﬂ bureﬂucrﬂrs EU' Wlll"l Iﬂdﬂ}" 5 rullﬂg ﬂ”‘ Flﬂrldlﬂnfp — not IL|51' pﬂllhcﬂl |n5|der5 — COn now dlSI:UES ||T|F|Dr'
tant political issues without fear of being punished or forced to submit to onerous regulations.”

The reason oftered b}r Secre’rnry of State Browning for reversing his ﬂrlgm:ﬂ intention to appeul Mickle's ruilng frames the contro-
versy surrounding any electioneering communications law. Browning let the deadline pass “in order to provide the legislature addi-
tional flexibility in addressing the court’s concerns with the law.” While there remains a need to confine the ill effects of aggregated
wealth on politics and promote campaign finance transparency, if the enabling legislation consequently silences ordinary political
expression, the impencﬁng ccmstitufic:nﬂ? collision will righ’rfu”y send lawmakers back to the dmwing board.»

CITIZENSUNITED &

]
» ! DEDICATED TO RESTORING OUR GOVERNMENT TO CITIZEN CONTROL.
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VICE MAYOR BRUCE ROBERT'S

NEWSLETTER

Our District 1 City Commissioner and Vice Mayor Bruce G. Roberts is no longer an unknown political quantity.
After squeaking by incumbent Christine Teel in the March 10th election runo§ residents nursed nagging con-
cerns over his motives for leaving his iconic niche as the Gity's top copand chasing down a seat on the munici-
pality’s governing body. During those first few months, Roberts had to dispel rumors questioning whether he
would drain the Gy tre a s vy to fuel the police pension and/or take vengeance on the ity Manager for past
grievances during an economic environment wherein Ws fiscal skills were considered critically necessary. Addi-
tionally, locals wondered if he could make the transition from municigl bureauerat to whlic repreentative.

After weathering months of glass-eye looks from constituents, the former Gty Police Clief has proven to be
an unrelenting, no-nonsense work-a-holic. Instead of simply denying the rumars, he shifted into high gear, at-
tacking neighborhood problems wile working with the Mayor and the City Manager to grind out o remarkable
budget. In his opening act, Roberts not only filled former Commissioner Christine Teel's shoes, he wore them
oul.

Ugon hitting the streets, Galt Mife residerts con’t helpnoticing that the block’s fandscaping has been deaned
and filled out, ending nearly three years of neglect. Much of the horticultural rehabilitation responsible for the
newly guned and braced trees, neatly groomed sidewalk beds and aggregate rgpairs was catalyzed by Com-
missioner Roberts, When the Commodore 5 José “Chepa” Vega was charged by the Galt Mile Community As-
sociation Advisory Board with pearheading the landscaping upgrades, he worked with former Commissioner
Christine Teel to define the poject’s scpe. Following his election victory, Roberts jumped in, successfully secur-
ing the municpal re s o v rees requiradto actualize project objectives. While working with Chep, the neighbor-
hood association and Parks personnel to cleanup the block, Roberts alsoplamted long-missing traffic signoge
along the beachside corridor and heped end the Mardi Gras of streetside newspaper boxes by enforcing the
codes governing their appearance andplacement re quirments, During a recent Galt Ocean Drive walk-through
with GMCA President Pio lerod, Chem and several Porks Department officiols, dozens of strolling Galt Mile
[edestrians thonked the Vice Mayor for heping to deliver such plbable results so quickly.

Roberts met with neighborhood association officials to begin laying the groundwork for the creation of a Galt
Mile Master Plan. He hos alsoparticpated in apublic meeting solicitous of residents’ iput to better define their
vision for the neighborhood. The Vice Mayor is closely monitoring a Florida Demrtment of Transportation
(FDOT)project to re s u rfoce that segment of State Road A1A that msses through the Galt Mile community. Al-
though hisprimary concern centers on securing o functional result that's oesthetically conpatible with the sur-
rounding neighborhood, he is particularly interested in FDOT's mandated re quirement to allocate rovghly 5% of
theproject’s funding for landscape and hardscape features. If qproached moperly, these re 5 o v rees could be used
to fund some ottractive neighborhood portals along the Ocean Highway, divesting it of the offensive similarity
it currently bears to a third world strp mall,

Robers’ full plate of District 1 responsibilities has been matched by citywide demands. In addition to their on-
going municpal housekeeping respansibilities, Roberts and his Commissionpeers were faced with the Gity's
mast difficult fiscal challenge since the 2003 Budget Boondoggle. Directed primarily by Mayor Jock Seiler ond
Roberss the Gity Commission sought to develop o budget strateqy that balanced the municpality s servicing
needs with those of besieged taxpayers trying to survive the economic maelstrom. To avoid the debilitating
conflicts evident in the County and most of our nefghboring dities and towns, they created bodget guidelines
for City Manoger George Grelsas, requiring that they be incorporated into the FY 2009/2010 Gty Budget.

In the Vice Mayor’s Avgust Newsletter, he reviews those guidelines. The new budget will increase neither
[rop e rly taxes nor Fire Assessment Fees. Vital services will be unaffected as will the morale of Gity Employees
previously concerned about job security. Despite Mayor Seiler’s admonition that residerts would “feel these
cuts, ™ most residents will be hard pressed to notice any budget-based effects, save higher water and sewer
fees and slightly overgrown bushes in some parks. City Monager George Gretsas perf o rmed some masterful
fiscal gymnastics fo offset two-thirds of the re s o v re shortfall predpitated by the 10.5% decrease in Browond
County taxable popery valvations. He addressed the final third - about 510 million — with funds from the
Gity’s well endowed re s e rve, By insuring that the new budget’s reserves continve to substantiolly exceed
nationol stondards, Gretsas odhered to a Commission Guideline admonishing maintenance of adequate
reserves.

10

The Vice Mayor’s years in law enforcement under-
standablyprampt the additiondl focus he gives pblic
safety. Roberts expresses well-deserved satisfac-
tion over the Gty having achieved o Police Depart-
ment vacancy rafe of 1% (5 out of 498 FLPD job
slots). He is equally delighted by the propect of Kill-
ing the remaining openings by topping federal re ¢ o v-
ery grant monies. The 53.2 million he expects from
the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS)
Hiring Recovery Program (CHRF) administered by
the U.5. Department of Justice will finance 12 add-
tional police officer pasitions for 3 years - affording
the Gity Commission additional flexibility to expand
the force if necessary.

Robers has converted an army of believers from
the main body of skeptics he faced subsequent to
the election. Since the treasuryremains unlooted
and the Vice Mayor has mblicly off i rmed that the
Gty Manager has been doing a good job, litte re-
muains to further foel their original suspidons. Hav-
ingpersonally witnessed his revived enforcement of
the Gity’s agreement fo mointain the Golt Mile in o
“Disney-like manner”, his moderating influence on
Police and Fire relations and his contributions to the
new draft budget, Roberts’ District | constitvency
hos coalesced around the belief that on March 10th
— they lucked out! In finally aligning the mandate he
will need to meet yeoming challenges, the Wee
Mayor once again let his octions do the heavy
lifting. Read on...

Confinued on page 11
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Robars.. Confinued

FROM THE DESK OF VICE MAYOR BRUCE G. ROBERTS

It is that time of year when your City Commission, with your input, reviews and approves a new
budget. The five priorities of your City Commission are:

1. Mo Property Tax Increase Taxpayers will see an average savings of $162.78 with homestead ex-
emption and $276.24 without homestead exemption on the City portion of their tax bills. The
budget proposes no increase to the current operating millage rate of 4.1193, the City's low-
est tax rate in 23 years—among the lowest of Florida’s 20 largest cities and among the low-
est in Broward County.

2. No Increase in the Fire Assessment Fee The proposed budget does not increase the fire assessment
rate.

3. Maintenance of Adequate Reserve Funds The City's reserve funds remain sirong and provide a eriti-
cal component to keep the City's bond rating among the best of Florida's largest cities. Best
accounting practices recommend that reserve funds range within 5% - 15% of general fund,
CII'IE' our own DrdiﬂCII'ICE' mﬂﬂdﬂfES a ?ﬂ-"'r,': reserve fund. Tl'IIS bUdg‘ET contains o reserve DF maore
than 18%.

4. No Reductions in Vital City Services The proposed budget places a priority on public safety - allocat-
ing resources to combat crime, increase proactive code enforcement measures, improve aes-
thetics, reduce nuisances, address homeless issves and '|rn|:||ernenl green initiatives, Mo
reductions have been made that adversely impact the safety of our citizens. Of the 498 posi-
tions in the police department, only 5 positions remain vacant at this time.

5. No Layoffs The national unemployment rate has risen to a 26-year high and the local unemploy-
ment rate has nearly doubled in less than a year. While many government budgets propose

cdding ta the unempbymenr lines, the proposed i::uclgef for the Ci’ry of Fort Lauderdale se-
cures the livelihood of hardworking City staff while maintaining the City's bottom line. By fo-
cusing on how we can do more with less, there will be no adverse impact on key Cihl,r

programs and essential services. Nevertheless, 128 vacant posifions were eliminated.

The public hearings for the review of budgets are usually conducted at the regular City Commis-
sion meetings, however, the first public hearing has been rescheduled for September 9th at 7:00
P.M. in the City Hall Commission Chambers. The second hearing is tentatively set for September
23rd.The budget hearings are open to the public, and the public is encouraged to attend and
participate. Prior to the September 9th meeting, there will be a Budget Workshop on September
2 at 7:00 PM. at City Hall. Again, this is open to the public. Information about the City's pro-
posed fiscal year 2009/2010 budget may be viewed at
www.fortlauderdale.gov/documents/budget.him.

As you know, public safety is one of my main pricrities. We now have only 5 vacant Police Offi-
cer positions out of 498. We have also been awarded a $3.2 million federal grant that will en-
able the Police Department to hire 12 additional police officers and fund those positions for 3
years. The grant is part of the U.S. Department of Justice Community Oriented Policing Services
(COFP35) Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP), an initiative funded by the President Obama’s Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

EVEMNTS

* FREE Sunday Jazz Brunch - held the First Sunday of every maonth at Riverwalk from 11 am to 2
pm. (Broward Center for the Performing Arts to DDA Plaza.).

* Sunset Blue Series: FREE Jazz and Blues music on Sunday evenings during September at the
3300 Block of NE 33rd - sponsored by North Beach Shops and Restaurants.
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Courts Break

By Eric Berkowitz

Condo Associations across the State are suffering from plugged cash flow stem-
ming from an epidemic of unit owner defaults. While "too-gfood-rﬂ-b&trua" mort-
gages attracte home hu',rers reprasenting every segment o the society, an
inordinately large number of toxic mortgage defaults inure to speculators, amateur
as well as pmfeasiunui. As the recessionary black hole widened, unit owners were
confronted with special assessments for the express purpose of making up their as-
sociation’s collection shortfalls.

During the 2009 regular legislative session, Tallahassee experienced the immense
thumbprint wieldad% 1he&Eﬂnking lobby. By delaying assumption of fitle, banks
forestall assessment obligations to the association ror?orecbssd units, forcing the
other unit owners to pay the bank’s share. Although thousands of associations
pleaded for legislative relief from the banking industry’s dilatory foreclosure strat-
egy, House and Senate leaders warned lawmakers that any bill threatening banks
~.-.r|l¥| additional costs will suffer an inauspicious death on the calendar. Following
the announcement, several fastmoving, popular bills became MiAs.

Senator Mike Fasano, a Republican from New Port Richey, filed Senate Bill 880,
extending lender liability to the lesser of 12 maonths of past due fees and special as-
sessments or 20 percent of the mort age amount if payment to the association is
made within 30 days of taking title. The cap would vanish after the 30-day dead-
line. Senator Jeremy Ring, a Parkland Democrat, filed Senate Bill 998, requiring
lenders to take fitle on investor-owned units within 12 months of filing foreclasure,
with no penalty for that year of engineered delay. As the session progressed, at
least a dozen other bills providing similar relief options were folded into the major
filings best positioned for passage.

In @ monument to contradiction, after first axc]uimingl; that he hadn't seen any evi-
dence of bank delays in taking title, general counsel J. Thomas Cardwell of the
Florida Bankers Association wagged the dog, enumerating several reasons for the

“nonexistent” delays. Cardwell said “lenders are only trying to help keep home-
owners in their properties,” asserfing that the foreclosure footdragging is simply
the industry’s way of actualizing altruistic foreclosure moratoriums. He also blamed
homeowners for mounted time-consuming defenses that bogged down the court sys-
tem with capricious filings.

Back of
Shadow Rentals

Contending that the relief bills were squelched to
benefit Condominium owners, Cardwell stated
“These bills could severely dumaq; the ability to

obtain financing on condos, and because of that,
would do much more damage to condas and
condo associations than they would de good.”
Mid-way through the session, after the bills had
clearly gained sufficient support and momentum for
passage, bank lobbyists handed legislative leaders
a non-negotiable ulfimatum. The industry threatened
to hike interest rates on Florida condo loans or stop
writing condo mortgages altogether if changes
were made to the current law. Overnight - and de-
spite its penaltydree construction - Ring's bill with-
ered and died. Since lenders were unprepared to
risk losing any amount incremental to losses al-
ready incurred through foreclosure, Fasano’s bill
also Eit the dust.

Although the banking lobby has thus far success-
fully thwarted legislation forcing banks to expedi-
tiously execute foreclosures and assume their
statutory assessment obligations, the courts have re-
cently provided associations with some sorely
needed relief. When the Real Estate slot machine
stopped paying off, and units lost any marketing
semblance to hotcakes, overextended investors des-
parulahr sc}ughr alternatives to a spacu!c:ﬁua impi!}-
sion. Hundreds of thousands of units were stuffed
into the rental market. Some were placed there by
investors hoping to weather the recession until Real
Estate values moderated. The rental market also be-
came an interim repository for units mired in “short
sale” delays, wherein banks often stretch closings
from six months to a year - or longer.

The resulting otchwork quih of unit rentals has fos-
tered a virtua undargmund economy with $millions
chunging hands every month, Specuiumrs who
have stopped paying their mortgages and associa-
tion fees often continue to pocket rental income
while awaiting either the bank axe or a buyer. Un-
fortunately, the association is legally an impotent
frustrated witness fo these black market-style trans-
actions. Understandably angry unit owners are
forced to subsidize units in various stages of fore-
closure while wu!ching their clg|inquen1 naighbors
confinue to collect rent. D&pending on the number
of non-contributing units in each association, the
impact on members ranges from moderate fiscal
strain to utter devastation. Many of the local associ-
ations en route to insolvency from ballooning
foreclosure rates could be salvaged by recapturing
the cash fueling these nonconiributing n=.-l'-h::1J
agreements.
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Courts.... Confinued

Chapter 718 of the Florida Statutes — The Condominium Act —
provides for a modicum of relief, affording associations the right
to apply for @ court-appointed independent custodian empow-
ered to collect rent directly from the tenants and disburse the
condo fees as required. Section 718.116(6)(c], Florida Statutes
provides, in relevant part, as follows: “If the unit owner remains
in possession of the unit after a foreclosure judgment has been
entered, the court, in its discretion, may require the unit owner to
pay a reasonable rental for the unit. If the unit is rented or leased
during the pendency of the foreclosure action, the association is
entifled to the appointment of a receiver to collect the rent. The
expenses of the receiver shall be paid by the party which does
not prevui| in the foreclosure action.”

Until recently, two drawbacks deterred the low's implementation.
The process entails legal fees and court costs prerequisite to a
resolution, further burﬂening the delinquent’s neighbors. IF the as-
sociation is plagued with many foreclosures, the cumulative legal
costs could Ee prohibitive. Additionally, many of these shortterm
rental agreements stand to expire either during or shortly after
the court proceedings yield a receiver.

Threatened with increasing monthly deficits, The Oaks ot Miami
Gardens Condominium Association in Oparlocka retained the
Morth Bay Village-based Association Law Group to seek a blan-
ket receivership in a last ditch attempt to salvage the community’s
fiscal viability. On March 23, 2009, lead attorney David C.
Arnold filed an “Emergency Petition for Appointment of Receiver”
in the Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit in Miomi-Dade
County. In a decision based on Arnold’s innovative interpretation
of the stolute as applicable to any number of units, Miami circuit
court judge Ellen Leesfield approved one of the first requests for a
blanket receivership, allowing a single, master receiver to collect
rents for all association units in foreclosure. In approving Seth
Heller of Heller & Company Inc. to act as “receiver for all the
units”, the March 241h ruling enabled the associalion to access
that shadow rental economy via a single court proceeding in-
stead of filing separate actions for eugh delinquent unit.

According to Association Manager Javier Lopez, The Oaks was
running a 75% monthly shortfall, collecting only $3,000 of the
511,000 required to keep the wolf from the door. Only 22 of the
&1 units were current in paying their assessments. "Trash hauler
Choice Environmental noticed the association for their last pickup
date. The water and electricity were in final default.” Having
failed to correct violations uncovered during the annual statutory
fire prevention and County health inspections, imposition of ac-
cess resirictions b!,r both the Fire and Health Departments were
imminent.

Attorney Ben Solomon of the Association law Group explained
“Once the order came down, we made demand on all of the ten-
ants in units under foreclosure by the association to pay the rent
directly to a receiver, and that money comes directly into the as-
socialion as an immediate income stream.” Illustrating the tactic’s
palliative impact, Solomon said “After the receivership was or-
dered, they doubled their income to over $6,000 within 30
dﬂ}rs. B}- the second menth, They were geﬂing back more than
$11,000."

If provided for in its Condominium Documents, an association
can collect rent directly from tenants without court participation,
saving the aftendant expense. Associations aspiring to subse-
quently add the provision by a vote by all the members are likely
to encounter an obstacle. Since the problem is often a conse-
quence of the association’s |e|rge number of investor-owned units,
enfighrened selkinterast would prompt those spe-euh:llurs to vote
against passage. Associations can also execute a three-party un-
derstanding, wherein the owner, renter and association agree

that rental payments from the tenant go directly to the association,

which addresses the delinquency and passes any balance to the owner.
Unfortunately, if unit owners and their tenants refuse participation in
these or similar strategies and continue to exclude the association, de-
spite mandates in the authorizing documents, the association can do lit-
fle in response. Aherneﬁveh, a blanket receivership program can be
EHEDFCEIJ:E‘,I' the court, iving it teeth. Evasive unit owners who refuse to

¥ allocated shares e?me[ntenunce while ce"ecling rent during the
Foc:eclosme process are compelled by court order to pay past due and
current maintenance assessments and, in some cases, 12 months of ac-
celerated maintenance assessments.

Since the March ruling, circuit courts in Miomi-Dade and Broward
counties have authorized 20 similar receiverships. A challenge to the
ruling was filed on June 29, 2009, in the 3rd District Court 1:% Appeals
by a Village at Dadeland unit owner — Robert J. Wolfarth - whe
protested the appointment of a receiver on the grounds that he was not
given proper notice. Motions filed by the Village ot Dadeland Condo-
minium Association allege that despite collecting rent on 17 units, Wal-
tarth stiffed the association for assessment fees, prompting the Village
at Dadeland o file foreclosure proceedings. Aﬂucking{ the Circuit
Court's interpretation of the statute that resulted in a blanket receiver-
ship, Wolfarth’s attorney [Sergio A. Pagliery of Shook, Hardy & Bacon
LL.P) held that separate petitions for receiver should have been filed for
each of their client’s delingquent units. On July 23rd, the Court unani-
mously denied Wolfarth's petfition for a Writ of Prohibition. By upheld-
ing the original ruling, the Court paved the way for wider ufilization of
masker receivershipsqoy associations suffering from nonpaying land-
lords with paying tenants. The legal validation finally allows associa-
fions to penetrate the furtive rental environment and relieve the
incremental fiscal burden it places on the general membership.

While this is clearly a no-brainer for communities predominated by in-
vestor-owners, it is also being productively implemented by associations
with a more traditional memﬂership composition. For those lew Galt
Mile associations with two or three delinquent memberlandlords, the re-
sulting deficit might be considered manageable. However, those with a
half dozen or more leased units in various stages of foreclosure would
increase monthly income by several thousand dallars via a blanket re-
ceiver. Once a master receivership is set up for a particular association,
explains attorney David Arnold, “any unit that goes into foreclosure that
has a renter in it is automatically included under the umbrella...on be-
half of the association.” He neglected to mention that the Receiver is
only empowered to collect funds for tenanted units against which a
foreclosure was filed by the Association, not a bank or other lien
holder. It is important to note that "receivers” appointed at the request
of an association for the collection of rent in tenanted units under fore-
closure are not to be confused with State-mandated receivers whose
appointments are iriggered by association insolvency.®

HNon-contribusi
unifs in The ﬂﬁs

at Miomi Gosdens
Condo Associotion.

“The Oaks was running a 75%
monthly shortfall, collecting only
$3,000 of the $11,000 required to

keep the wolf from the door.
Only 22 of the 61 units were current
in paying their assessments.”
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

OCTOBER/SEPT

SUN

Bruce Springsteen

and the E Street Bond
BankAtontic Center

Ti.: www. bankatlonticcenter.com

13

Sumset Blue: Block Party
33d S0, 610 10 pm.

Urbean Gourmet Market
1201 E. Los Olos Bhd, Som. 10 4 pm
Info.: 954-462-4166

MON
14

Commissioner Bruce Roberts:
Pre-Agendo MEE“"?.H
Coxdinal Gibbons High Schoal, Media Foom
& pm.
Info.: 934-826-5033

TUE

15

Fart Louderdale

City Commissian Mesfing

ity Hall
b p.m.

WED

16

Halhywood Beach Lofin Festval
2 OH(h Theatre & Tyler St., Hollywood
10 a.m. tof pm.

linfa.: 954-534-3500

Sunset Blue Block Porfy
3%, 10 10 pm

Uirhan Gowrmet Market
1201 E. Los Olos Bhvd., % om. to 4 pm.

21

22

Beoward Chy Budget Heoring #2
Broward Gov't Center, Room 422

501 pm.
Info.: §54-357-7350

23

Erev Yom Kippur

Info. 954-462-4 166
27

Baing Your Dog Doy
Fairchild Tropical Gorden
9:30 to 4:30

Info.: J05-667-1651

Ushan Gowrmet Morket
1201 E. Los Olas Blvd.
9om. todpm
Info.: 954-462-41 66

28

29

30

1201 E. Las Olos Blvd
9 am. fo 4 pm.
[nfo; 954-462-4166

4 LIrban Govrme! Marka

Fiddber on the Boal
(Thwough 10,/18)
Brerword Center

nfa.: 9544620227

Printed by The UP5 Store: 954-568-1990

b

Su ndgy Jaz; Commissiones Bruce Roberts:
Bttt ru“cF' Pre-Agenda Mesfing  Fort Louderdale Chassics on Los Olos
INETWEIK, UXIWTIOWN FL Y Cordinl Gibbons |gh 5 hiood, Media Room (City Commission Meefing 600 - 1100 Ecst Los Dlos Bhd.
i 1l am.io ?p'”i-‘ City Holl b9 pm,
Info.: §54-828-5985 Infio.s q54 333,5[]33 fpm. Info.: 954-377-5477
Usban Gourmet Maorket LETS, Fish Fry
1201 E. Las Ohos Bhvd. Anglin's Fishing Pier on Commerciol Bhvd.
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU

Disney on lca
{Through 9/20)
BankAtlontic Canter
Tix.: 954-835-7000

17

18

FRI

lazz on the Squore
The Yillage Grilla
Commercial Bhd. & ATA

{ p.m.
Info.: 954-774-5092

SAT

e o
(Throug

Wor Memoriol
Info.; 954-572-2126

19

Arcid Shaw & Sole
S,
G.M.CA Advisary Booed Mesting g 9 SG?;IEE&{] o
Nick’s Itolion Restoueont 55 OFF COUPON:
11 am. Erev Rosh Hoshono www. fairchild.org
Juzz on the Squore
The Yillage Gaille
24 25 Commesciol Eluﬁgle;'. A 26
Info: 951-??6-5(1'??
FLIFF Poster Unvesiing Party i
Coutyord Moo, Ft Lovderdale Baoch Mutts ond Mgml:lil;r':ﬁw HourCourryard Ft. Louderdole Antiques Foire

(hough 9/2)

.6 8 F.m. 530 to 8 p.am. War Memorial
ik e Lo T ww inyinshgub.com Ifo.; 9545636747
Jozz on the Square Sesome Street Live!
1 2 The Viloge Giile 3 Eimo’ Green Thumb
Commenial Bivd, & ATA (Through 10,/4)
7 p.m. Beoward Center

Infa.; 954-776:5092

Info.; 954-8620222

Dewntown Delray Bench Croft Festival

_ (Through 10,/4)
Metallica 200 NE 2nd Ave (Pineopple Grove), Delioy
BonkAtantic Center 10am.fo5pm.
Tioe.: www. bankatlonticcentes,com Erov Sukkot Info.c 954-472-3755
T
Jnzz oo the Squose
B g The Village Geille 10
Commescial Blvd. & ATA
T pm.
Making Strides Walk-#Thon
Huizenga f'|§m (Busier Park)
Info.; 1.800.227.2345
Jnzz on the Squore Cat Show
15 16 The Villoge Giile 17 (Thiough 10,/18)
Commescial Bhvd. & ATA War Memonal
7 pm. Info.: 954-572-2126
{VIVA BROWARD!
(Through 10,/18)
Pompana Cih Cenfre

GM.CA. Advisory Boord Mesting
Hick's Fnﬁun Restourant
o.m.

Info.: 9545270637

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

EEnd F‘-mu{.‘ﬂ Lm Clas Art Fair

las Cles Bhvd om0 3 p.m

Info.: 954-472-3755

Buckler's 19th Annual Craft Fair
South Herida Fairgrounds, VWest Palm Beach
nfo.: 386-8600092

i
Glackens as llustrator Lecture With Jorge Santfis,
Curator And Head Of Collection Research
Museum of A, & pm
Reservofions: 954-525-5500, ext. 20320

F-::uT Lﬂucerda!e InTI Boc:t Sho W
F:-u Q54754 .?'f"“.-_“

] |rh Fm .r:ml louderdo'P bu the-Sea Craft Festival
I'1-."1*.r:|rJ nmerciol Bhd, 10 a.m. o 5 p.m
[t ?.‘t-’..ﬂ.ff 3755

Ft. louderdale Fall Home Design & Remodeling Show
Broward County Canven
Info.: 8BB-353-3974

i
fion Center

‘-“«rrcnc':l . x.,l'eri'IICP,} Norrrrun szkmell
J
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BROWARD VICE MAYOR

KEN KEECHL'S CORNER

At o meeting on December 18, 2009,
Broward County Vice Mayor and District 4
Commissioner Ken Keechl reviewed several
county concerns with the Galt Mile Commu-

nity Assaciation Advisory Boord, mmedi-
ately following a discussion about
fnstroting beach renourishment delays, our
Vice Mayor sequed fo o worrisome descrip-
tion of the County Courthouse, “The 50-year old stru ¢ tureis falling apart. Pipes are
bursting on o reqular basis, the elevators continvously break down and the build-
ing is rife with mold.”

Keechl’s heightened angst was ted by a November 30th water main break
that sent gaflons of pfﬁswfmj water shooting inte Clerk of Courts Howard For-
man'’s office, flooding the first and second floors of the Broward County Judicial
Complex in downtown Fort Lavderdale. Following his November 2006 election
xser, Keechl enumerated a comprehensive Nist of objectives and commitments that

ectly impact every District 4 constitvent — and most county residents. Among
his promises wos o commitment fo tag ond follow tax dollars. Since courthouses
don't come cheap, the Vice Mayor infarmed the Advisory Board that the County
Commission was faced with o costly replacement or rehabilitation of the deterio-
rating strocture.

In his Janvary 2009 Newsletter, Keechl summarized the issve for his entire Dis-
trict 4 constituency, explaining that the sizable expense warranted an authorita-
tive study of the Commission’s alternatives. He supported Broward Mayor Stacy
Ritter’s resolution fo create and charge o committee with fully vetting the issve.
Once formed and populated, Ritter’s “Courthouse Task Force Advisory Committee”
officially became the “Broward County Courthouse Task Force” and convened
meetings on Jonvary 23, Febrvary 27, April 3, and June 30, 2009.

After the Task Force ted their comprehensive review in June, Vice Moyor
Keechl issued the first of a two-part summary of the Task Force’s findings in his
June Newsletter. Running down the alternatives considered by the Task Force,
Keech! explained that they considered renavation of the existing structures, adapi-
ing some reasonably proximal commercial space and decentralizing functionality to
satellite courthouses. Utimately, they recommended building o new scaled-down
5328 million courthouse on the site currently occupied by the judicial garage. Re-
vealing o previously veiled fiair for the dramatic, The Vice Mayor piqued public cv-
riosity by promising fo reveal a financing resolution with no tax impact !oP.r

Broward residents in his next Newsletier,

In his August Newsletter, the Vice Mayor describes two finoncing olternatives
currently being debated by the Broward Commission. The first option, raising
funds through the sale of voter-approved General Obligation Bonds that are serv-
iced with property taxes, would increase the tax burden on y awners. Hav-
ing emerged from the County Budget Wars sporting on intimidating reputation as
bare-knuckled juggernout of tax restraint, Keechl admonished “If should come as
no surprise thot | strenwously object to this proposal.”

He prefers paying for the project with a Chinese menu of existing resources and
revenves raised by selling Cerfificates of Participation Bonds (COP). After the ex-
isting resources ore opplied to the 5328 million project outlay, the balance of $133
million must be addressed by ane of the two débf instruments. The COPs are
serviced by general revenves, not property taxes. Here's the magic - revenves no
!:’Ewr needed to service expiring, previously issved bonds residual to older library

parks projects would be redirected to service the new COP bonds. POOF! No
tax bite! Not sure? ... READ ON!

l{_‘:‘burthouse Yask f"'i:ﬁbrce
14

“Broward County Coutthouse Task
Force Recommendations, Part 2"

By Broward County Comemissioner ond Vice Mayos, Ken Eeechl

In my last newsletter, “Broward County Courthouse Task Force Recom-
mendations, Part |, | discussed the continuing problems plaguing our
Breward Counly courthouse in downtewn Fort Lauderdale.
|www.Broward.org/Keechl.) As a result of bursting pipes, increasing
mald, broken elevators, security issues, and a chrenic shortage of
courtrooms and parking, our local judicial system is in turmoil. In fact,
the County has recently been sued by several court employees alleg-
ing that the courthouse is dunger:}us and unfit for oCcupancy. Each of
your nine County Commissioners has previously expressed a view
that this problem needs to be addressed now. Unfortunately, we don't
agree on how to pay for the new courthouse. In this month's newslet-
ter, | would like 1o address this issue and tell you my view.

Last December the Broward County Commission established a
Broward County Courthouse Task Force (“Task Force”). After studying
many possible alternatives, in the end the Task Force recommended
that a new scaled-down courthouse should be constructed on the site
of the current judicial garage. By building on County-owned land, the
overall cost DH the project would decrease. In the past [and before |
was elected), the County Commission had suggested building a new
courthouse at a cost of approximately $510 million; the Task Force's
new scaled down courthouse would cost approximately $328 million.
Similarly, previous County Commissions envisioned a new courthouse
comprising nearly 200,000 square feet; the Task Force’s new scaled
down courthouse would comprise approximately 675,000 square
feet. The Task Force also recommended additional parking to meet ex-
isting and future courthouse needs.

There are two options being debated on how to pay for the new
Courthouse.

The first option, which | don't support, is to allow the residents of
Broward County to vote in 2010 on whether we should issue General
Obligation Bonds (GOB| to pay for the courthouse. Although the intri-
cute?inanciul details of this proposal are beyond the scope of this ar-
ticle, suffice it to say that, if adopted, the tax burden on property
owners would increase. As | wrote earlier this year in my newsletter,
“Broward County’s Courthouse Problem: More Taxes Aren't The Solu-
tian”, | will never support a proposal that has the effect of raising the
property tax burden on you and your families. So it should come as
no surprise that | strenuously object to this propasal.

The second option, which | do suppert, is to pay for the new Court-
house from existing revenue and Certificates of Participation Bonds
[COP). Broward County has set aside $120,000,000.00 for a new
jail and future courthouse capital projects. We should use that money
now. Moreover, during the last session, the Florida Legislature in-
creased the Courthouse Facilities Fee from the existing $15 fee to a
$30 fee. This potential revenue (as much as $4,000,000.00 annu-
ally) can be ufilized as well. Lasily, the County can issue COP bonds.
The debt service on these bonds would be satistied Fom payments no
longer needed on expiring, previously issued bonds! The end result: a
new Courthouse and no increased tax burden on the residents of
Broward County.

Confinued on page 18
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FULL SERVICE

e Precision Cutting & Styling ¢ Coloring &
Color Correction ® Highlights e Extensions
e [Jpdos e Conditioning Treatments
» Roller Setting * Mens Hair Replacement
* Womens Hair Replacement * Virtual Reality
Hair » Wigs & Wig Fitting ® Manicures
e Pedicures ® Waxing ® Hair Care Products
® fFun Gifts » Jewelry

Encore ! Salon

Coming Soon to
3535 Galt Ocean Dr:

AWARD-WINNING HAIR SALON FEATURING A COMPLETE WIG BOUTIQUE

Encore Salon Owner and Wigmaster Gary Lewis has devoted himself to helping
oncology patients who require chemotherapy and women suffering from hair loss by
providing a complete wig boutique. This private safe haven features hundreds of wigs

in every color and style, synthetic and human hair, machine made, and hand tied,
hairpieces for men and women, add-on hairpieces, clip-in extensions, and of course,
Great Lengths extensions.

APPOINTMENTS & QUESTIONS
866-41-SALON
encorebeautysalon.com



Keechl...Continued

In closing | would like to add one final thought. When | campaigned for the honor of being your County Commissioner, | promised tha |
would address the needs of Broward County that had been ignored for so long by past Broward County Commissions. And | promised
you that | would do so without increasing your property tax burden. This solution o our Courthouse problem fulfills both those promises.

My best to you and your families.
Broward Caun? Commissioner and Vice Mayor Ken Keechl
954 357 700.

www.broward.org/kkeechl

Project Cost (muthons)
New Courthouse $270
Demo/Landscape/Connect to East Wing S8
Parking

Phase | (1,000 spaces) 525

Phase Il {500 spaces) 513
North Regional Parking 58
Remode| Midrise to relocate PD 54
TOTAL 5328
Court Agency Original Space Program (g, ity | Recommended (w. i)
Courtrooms & Judicial 372500 338,500
Offices
State Amormey 168300 108,500
Clerk of Court 127,000 127 000
Public Defender B1.400 Qo
Guardian Ad Litem 18,500 12,000
Court Administration 55,000 21,900
Loblry, Mechanical & Other 74,400 66,700

Totsl 893,000 675,000

WE WILL COME TO YOUR
HOME OR HOSPITAL
* AUTO ACCIDENTS ~ » WORKERS COMP.
* WRONGFULDEATH ~ » MEDICAL MALPRACTICE R
* SLIP & FALL * NURSING HOME NEGLECT ‘Sl i
CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898 L

“— “&-_..-‘" 3
Handling cases E, Beoword, Dode and Polm Beach (l:urh:'les from Fr. Lowdesdale. The im-r:jug of :‘: orwyes is I!'IFIT‘!PMHTII t:umn L
that shold ot ba bosed sobely upon ncverissmants. Befe you decids, osk me to send you free wiiten informafion about nry
quohfications and exparience 24 "I'EMIS OF EX PER'EH(E
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The UPS Store™

News you can use from The UPS Store

Did You Know...

Whatever you need in shipping, postal,
document and business services, you'll
find it conveniently around the corner at
The UPS 5Store.

Boost Your Image af

The UPS Store
Brochures to business cards. Handouts
to handbooks. Postcards to presentations

and more—don't you worry about a thing.

Let The UPS Store deliver a polished,

professional image for your business.

* Full-color digital printing and copying

* Binding, laminating and collating

* E-mail your files or bring them in

» UPS® shipping to over 200 countries
and territories

Packaging, Shipping and

Receiving Services

Full-service packaging, UPS Air and
Ground, international shipments, freight
shipments and package receiving.
Packaging—Let us do the packaging so
you know your items will arrive intact.
Shipping—No one delivers more
packages on time than UPS. And we
automatically track your package.
Freight—We can ship large or odd-size
items and make custom boxes loo.

Moving Supplies and

Packaging Materials

Boxes, cushioning, packaging peanuts,

packing tape. The UPS Store has

everything you need to smoothly move

your home or business:

- Moving boxes in a variety of sizes

+ Packing tape and packaging peanuts

* Custom-made boxes for irregularly
shaped items

And we can help you estimate the
supplies you'll need for your move.

Mailbox and Postal Services
Business trips. Vacations. Busy lifestyles.
Sometimes you're not home to receive
your mail. With our flexible mail holding
and forwarding® services, you won't have
to worry about getting your mail while
you're away.

Simply call, e-mail or stop by, and let us
know what to forward and when. You can
even choose how fast you want your mail
and packages to arrive. And how you'd
like them sent: via UPS Next Day Air,

UPS 2nd Day Air, UPS Ground or the

U.S. Postal Service.

House Accounts

When you're
juggling all of those
important tasks,
The UPS Store can
help take off the
pressure, A House
Account grants
you the freedom to get tasks done quickly
and easily, but even more importantly, it
gives you the peace of mind that we can
get it done right.

Think of us as your support staff. When you
stop in for assistance with your shipping,
take a look at all the other ways we

can save you time—and help keep your
business running smoothly. With our full
complement of document services, we can
handle everything from copying to binding,
laminating and creating professional
presentation materials. So whether you
need five copies or five hundred sets of
copies, count on us to do the job right,

"Additianal lees may apply

September 2000

Make yourself at home
with a Preferred Account.

Ship onen? Do youw neood ta make
copies? Whatever it is that you need,
we can do 11 for you at The UPS Store
Come ses us and mahe yourseIl at
home by opening a Preferred Account
today! Dur Preferred Account allows
you o not anly SAVE monmey on all the
services we offer bul It makes your
lile much sasier! With a Preferred
AcCcount you receive

- Shipping rates LOWER that a
UPrS account

- Manthiy billing for easy
cxpense fracking

Group authorization so desig-

nated individuals can do
bhusiness at The UPS Store
on your behail

- BIG discounts on all services®

= |Feciuder almmms anil emiersd sl

* Personalized service and
convenience so you can
have a more productive day

* Monthly billing for easy
expense tracking

* Time-saving, no-signature-
required service

* Group authorization so your

employees can do business
at The UPS Store for you

The UPS Store
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