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'FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN ADVERTISE YOUR -
* BUSINESS TO THE GALT MILE COMMUNITY BY
PLACING. AN INSERT IN THIS PUBLICATION
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Introducing our "SPECIAL"
Galt Ocean Mile Resident's
Discount Pricing Menu .. s store

Shipping, Freight, Moving and Packaging Services

5% OFF ALL Domestic UPS Shipping
10% OFF ALL International Shipping
15% - 25% OFF ALL Freight Services
15% OFF ALL Packaging Services
15% OFF ALL Custom Crating Services

Up to 20% Off All Moving Services including: (Moving Supplies and Packaging, Shipping &
Freight Services)

Ask us about our FREE Pick-UP Service Exclusively for our Galt Ocean Mile Customers!

Mailbox Rentals & Business Services

$5.00 Notary Service*

3 Months FREE** with any 12-Month NEW Mailbox Rental

Copying and Printing Services

5¢ and DOWN on B&W Copies (FREE upgrade to Full Service included)!
39¢ and DOWN on Color Copies (FREE upgrade to Full Service included)!
FREE Sorting, Stapling & Booklet Making with Printing Services

15% OFF ALL Printing Services including: (Large Format, Business Cards, Letterhead, Rubber
Stamps, etc.)

These discounts are for Galt Ocean Mile Residents only. Please bring your 1D showing you live on the Galt Ocean Mile to get these discounts!

The UPS Store

The UPS Store "Bayview" The UPS Store "Gateway”
2805 E. Oakland Park Blvd. 1007 N. Federal Hwy.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304

954.568.1990 954.764.6245

*55.00 for each notary

**3 Months Free is far NEW Mallbox Rentals Ondy with a 12-month rental contract
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'j BHGIFirst’

DIEiE“ BETTER!

Bette 3433 Galt Ocean Drive
]II FLORIDA 157
*'*HO i (954) 525-0088

&lGardenslisinowlatithelGalt!
We Live on the Galt and We Love the Galt!

Florence Jordan Tyrone Mendes Dennis Miller
Realtor® Realtor® Realtor®
954-629-5999 954-257-3674 954-629-2120
FlorenceJordan@BHGFirst.com TyorneMendes@aol.com DennisMiller@BHGFirst.com

lj’i{ilﬁjh“;" FLORIDA 157

Join us for Coffee! 3433 Galt Ocean Drive
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OF EXPENSIVE INEQUITIES

Three weeks into the 2-month 2010 legislotive session, bills impacting
assacialions are daneing through committee minefields en route 1o o
single emnibus asseciation bill. Sharing center stage is House Bill 561
[HE 5&1) by Statehouse Representatives Ellyn BogdancH and Matt Hud-
son. HB 561 and bicameral counterpart Senate Bill 1196 (5B 1 196& b
Senator Mike Fasano are the heirs to illfated Sencte Bill 714, the 2 Clg
associalion “glitch” vehicle that offered hope in a session marked by
subverted toreclosure bills, unrealized insurance fixes and a sprinkler
retrofit “compromise” that was perfidicusly nuked by the Governor.

The anger and fear experienced by association boards and managers
struggling with survival budgets has spread epidemically throughout
cammaon interest communities, direct| gripping each unit owner, Eeing
forced to subsidize the same banks that precipitated the recession has
served as a wokeup call. The prospective $multi-million assessment for
an unnecessary sprinkler rerroEr has added fuel o the fire, moving asso-
ciation homeowners to strap up and fight back.

For years, frustrated associations watched helpiesshr as frade arganiza-
tions in the banking, insurance and fire service industries repeatedly re-
versed every legislative attempt to provide unit owners with desperately
needed fiscal relief. Disgusted by the legislature’s acquiescence to lob-
bying interests, associations raa?i’zed that their survival hinEed on
adopling a page from their oppenents’ playbook. Although unable to
provide the financial "incentives” offered to key lawmakers by cash-rich
trade organizations, they control something equally valuable - votes -
b ﬂ-:;{& trucklood - enough to cloud the cutcome of every major race in
Flarida,

The 2010 legislative session precedes an election that will decide the
career paths for many of Tallohassee's “big dogs”. By formulating a uni-
fied legislative strategy based on enlightened selfinterest, the 2 million
Florida association members are leveraging their votes for the legislo-
tive relief previously denied them by pﬂweﬁul lobbies. Unit owners in
associolions across the stale are contacting the some lowmakers pres-
sured by lobbyists representing banks, insurance carriers and sprinkler
trade organizations and offering them a prosaically uncomplicated
arrangement — “my vate for yours”,

O ASSOQCIATION

BUS BILL TAKES SHAPE
LEGISLATION CURES A BROAD RANGE

By Eric Berkawitz

While providing the cpportunity to opt cut of any megabucks sprin-
kler retrofit assessment, 5B 1196 and HB 561 r:i;n rnc!li!T a wide
variety of association obstacles, the remaoval of which will alleviate
the strain on association - and household - budgets. Although these
bills currently house most of the legislative improvements sought by
associations, vefting committees will subject Iﬁern to refining amend-
ments and language acquired from prospectively merged legislation
will strengthen ang enforce statutory foreclosure caps. While the fol-
lowing summary excludes the bills' regulations targeting Homeown-
ers Associations [HOAs] since they are largely irrelevant to Galt
Mile members, their broad spectrum of provisions impacting condo-
miniums and cooperatives are outlined as follows:

Condominium Provisions

Condominium Fire Alarm Systems

* Amending 5. 633.0215, F.5., it provides that a condominium, co-
operative, or multifamily residential building less than four stories
in height with an exterior means of egress corridor is exempt from
installing @ manual fire alarm system as required in 5. 9.6 of the
most recent edition of the Life Safety Code adopted in the Florida
Fire Prevention Code. Despite its having been declared unneces-
sary by the MNalional Fire Protection Associalion ||NFFAR, the
“highly aggressive” fire service industry lobbied its inclusion into
the current law.

Condominium Fire Sprinklers

» Amending s. 718.112, ES,, it provides for a retrofit exemption to
condominium associations for a fire sprinkler system or any other
form of engineered life safety system retrofiting sprinklers in a
high rise building. An association can fully opt out of any retrofit
requirement and the attendant assessment by an affirmative vote
of two thirds of the voting interests. The bill provides that a previ-
ous vole to forege retrofifling may only be reconsidered once
every three years ot o special meeting called by o petition of 10%
of the voling interests.

Continued on page 7

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990



Sprinklers... Confinued

* For associations that don't opt out, the local authority having jurisdic-
tion may not require completion of retrolitting of commen areas with
a sprinkler system or any other form of engineered life safety system

befare the end of 2019,

Condominium Elevators

* The bill allows associations to opt out of Section 553.509(2), which
requires generators for elevators, by an affirmative vate of the major-
ity of the veling interests in the affected condominium. [A repart by
the Senate Regulated Industries committee staff recommended repeal
of the 2004 statute)

* Provides for o delay in the retrofit of a special access key for eleve
tars in condominiums and cooperatives until the elevator is replaced
or requires major modification; omends s. 399.02, F5., relating to
updates to the code requiring modifications for Phase Il Firefighters’
Service on exisling elevators,

Condominium Insurance

* Creafes 627 714, F.5., requiring all HO-6 policies issued or renewed
after July 1, 2010, to include ot least $2,000 in property loss assess-
ment coverage (sets deductible maximum of $250 per property loss;
precludes carriers from charging a second deductible for claims that
apply to same direct loss).

Provides that all references to “hozard” insurance and "casually” in-
surance are changed to "property” insurance.

Clarifies that adequate property insurance shall not be based upon
the “full insurable value” of the property, but must be based on the

"replacement cost” of the property to be insured, which must be de-
termined at least once every 3é months.

* Removes requirement that a notice of board meeting wherein an in-
surance deductible is set contain the assessment autherity relied upon
by the board and the estimate of the potential assessment amount
against each unit (but still requires 14 days notice).

States that unit owner insurance is only for items listed |i.e., the per-
sonal property within the unit or limited common elements, and ﬁsur,
wall, and ceiling coverings, electrical fixtures, uppiiunces, waoler
heaters, water filters, buiﬁ-in cabinets and countertops, and window
treatments, including curtains, drapes, blinds, hardware, and similar
window freatment companents, or replacements of any of the farego-
ing] that are located within the boundaries of the unit and serve only
such unit. Such property and any insurance thereupon shall be the re-
sponsibility of the unit owner.

* States that a condominium unit owner's policy shall conform to s.
4627 714 F5. [relating to loss assessment coverage)

* Removes language regarding insurance of “improvements” that bene-
fit fewer than all the owners

Eliminates the requirement that owners provide proof of hazard and
ligbility insurance to the association not more than once a year. Also
eliminates the association’s right to “force place” insurance if the
owner fails to provide an Evigenriufy cerrilﬁ’cule of insurance within

30 days of being asked.

Eliminates requirement that Association must be an additional named
insured and loss payee on all HO-6 casually insurance policies is-
sued o unit owners in the condominium operated by the association
[you pay premium, association gets the benefit check).

Continued on poge B

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

*SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YEARS oF

ATTORNEY AT LAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Handiing cases in Broward, Dade and Paim Baach Countes from Ft. Lauderdale. The hiring of a
[awyer & a important decision that should not be based solely upon adverSsaments. Balon you

dicide, ask me 1o send you free writien information about my qualifications and experience

You don’t have to he
an Einstein to know
who provides the
hest home care

_America’s (hofce tn Ffomecare.

Visiting Angels

Emergency Response
Up to 24 Hour Care
Assistance in Hygiens
Meal Preparation
Light Housekeeping
Errands/Shopping
Respite Care for Families
in-Home Fall Prevention
Select Your Caregivers

Nursing facilities aren't the only option for care.
Visiting Angels- in-home care allows your
parents to continue living in their home while
receiving experienced, quality assistance with the

activities of daily living.

954-462-1233

wwLvisitingangels.com/Tortlauderdale HR 30211267
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them by
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Sprinklers.. Confinued

Timeshare Condominiums
* Amending 5. 718.112(2)(d)1., F.5., it exempts timeshare condominiums from the requirement that the terms of all
members of the board expire at the annual meeting unless otherwise permitted by the bylaws.

Condominium Rental Amendments

* Amending 5. 718.110(13], F.5., it provides that any amendment prohibiting unit owners from renting their units or
altering the duration of the rental term or the number of fimes unit owners are entitled to rent their units during a
specified period opplies only to unit owners who consent to amendment and unit owners who acquire fitle to their
units affer effective date of amendment.

Condominium Officiol Records
# Clarifies that director liability for failure to maintain or destruction of official records is limited to cases where there
is intent to harm the association or one or more of its members.

* Provides that asseciation is not liable for unit owner misuse of infermation obtained from official records.

* Provides that personnel records (disciplinary, payroll, health and insurance records| are exempt from unit owner
Qaccess,

* Provides that e-mail addresses, Ieler:'hcne numbers, emergency contact information, and any oddresses of a unit
owner that are not provided to fulfill the association’s notice requirements are exempt from unit owner access.

* Provides that the association’s elecironic or computer securi?a data, including passwords, and software and operat-
ing systems that allow the manipulation of data are exempt from unit owner access,

* The bill permits access to the following personal identifying information: the person’s name, lot or unit designation,
mailing address, property address, and other contact information relevant for notice requirements.

Condominium Financial Reporti Reqluiremerl'rs {prospective chonges to financial reporting requirements)
* Financial report will be due 180 days after end of fiscal year [increased from existing 120 days) unless otherwise
pravided for in the bylaws.

* Associations that operate fewer than 75 units, regardless of the association’s annual revenues, shall prepare o re-
port of cash receipts and expenditures instead of financial statements [currently applicable to associations of fewer

than 50 units).

* Amends the provisions dealing with DBPR's requirement to adopt rules invelving financial reperting requirements.
The rules shall include, but not be limited to, standards for presenting o summary of association reserves, includ-
ing, but not limited to, a good faith estimate disclosing the annual amount of reserve funds that would be neces-
sary for the association to fully fund reserves for each reserve item based on a straightline accounting method.
This disclosure is not applicable to reserves funded via the poaling method.

Condominium Common Expenses

* Amending 5. 718.11501)(d)1., E5., it provides that communication services |as defined in chapter 202), informa-
tion services, and Internet services obtained pursuont to a bulk contract shall be deemed a common expense. The
bill provides associations with the discretion to allocate costs of a bulk contract on a per-unit basis for a “as a per-
centage of” basis.

Condominium Collections and Foredosures
* The claim of lien may include cost for collection letters or any other collection effort by management companies or
licensed managers as to any delinquency in installment of assessment, but may not exceed $75.

* Provides that if @ unit is cccupied by a tenant and that unit owner is delinquent in the payment of any monetary ob-
ligation to the association, the association may demand that the tenant pay to the association the future monetary
ogﬁgmions related to the condeminium unit. Requires the association to mail written notice to the unit owner of the
association’s demand that the tenant make payments to the association.

Provides that the liability of the tenant may not exceed the amount due from the tenant to the tenant'’s landlord.
Provides that the tenant’s landlord shall provide the tenant a credit against rents due to the unit owner in the
omount of monies paid to the association. Provides that the association may sue for eviction as if the association
were a landlord if the tenant fails to pay a required assessment to the asscciation.

Provides that the association may suspend the use rights for the commaon elements, comman Facilities or any other
association property if a unit owner is delinquent for mare than ninety days in the payment of @ monetary obliga-
tion due fo the association, except that association may not suspend the right to use limited common elements in-
tended fo be used only by that unit, common elements that must be used to access the unit, ulility services provided
to the unit, parking spaces, or elevators. Fines up to 5100 may be levied per vialation; up to S{EIC'G in the aggre-
gate.

Provides that an association may alse suspend the voting rights of @ member due to nonpayment of any monetary
obligation due to the association which is delinquent in excess of ninety days. The suspension ends upon full pay-
ment of all ebligations currently due or overdue the association.

Confinued of gioe 10
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VICE MAYOR BRUCE ROBERT'S

NEWSLETTER

* In his March Newsletter, District 1 Commissioner and Viee Mayor Bruce Roberts shines light on events spanning o
variety of venves. The Vice Mayor reviews several t isswes that resonate across district and even ity
lines. Changing hats, Roberts torns his attention homeward. The District I City Commissioner addresses locol con-
cerns brewing in bis own back yard.

Touching on a source of ﬁ:r for every city resident, Roberts laments the Florida Legislature’s attempt to betray
the !eg::y of m Floridian by entreating Congress to rolf out the welcome mat for big oil, whose lobbyists have
been banging heads 24,/7 in Tollahassee. Their unrelenting campaign to

n the beaches to oil drilling rigs has
evolved into o bill that cynically asserts on its first that focal wells on the beach will actually benefit
the tourist economy (It’s really in there!) Roberts the actions taken by Gty employees fo omefio-

rate conditions for victims of the Haition disaster.

At the February 18th Galt Mile Advisory Board meeting, Roberts was briefed on the statutory nightmare facing
assodiation members living in 6,000 high rise bumrbmyﬁmr the state. When alerted to a mandate requiring
thousands of District | homeowners to cough up s for a bogus sprinkler retrofit, he spearheaded o resolution
supporting a retrofit relief bill currently winding through the State Capitol. Although the provisions in Statehouse
Representative Ellyn Bogdanoff's House Bill 561 had already been overwhelningly ﬂmﬁdﬁy laewmakers in both

and 2009, the resolution is olso pointed at the Governor, whose veto pen nuked last year’s version of the bill
(58 714). Fort Lauderdale oins Broward County he Ciyof Naples, CollerCouaty an o growing mamber o fher
Florida jurisdictions in mndmug this threat by the Sprinkler Associations and the Plumbers fitters Union
fo Heesn Smulti-billion mini-stimulus package from homeowners in high rise associations across Flarida,

Forced to address a curious consequence of the crippled economy, the Viee Mayor is ompiring a conflict befween
homeowners frying to pick up a few bucks by renting their homes fo short-term vacationers and their embittered
neighbors, who seek to preserve their neighborhood's residentiol integrity. He olso blames recent meteorological
anomalies for the sudden jump in noise comploints from neighborhoods surrounding Executive Airport.

The Vice Mayor raised another issve at the Advisory Board meeting - the explosive proliferation of local Pain Clin-
ics. A Broward Covnty Grond Jury report describing how South Florida's reputation as the new national Pill Mill
drew “cwstomers” oll the way from the hills of Kentucky ignited the Gty Commission’s ire, resulting in an ordi-
nance freezing the phenomenon’s potential for continued growth. The city must d carefully, however. Any con-
trols they ultimately implement mustn’t interfere with the needs of the many me patients that stroggle with
the effects of chronic pain every day of their lives.

Pain is an segue fo Roberts” parting shot. In proparation for whet will admittedly be the Gty's toughest
Budget , the Gty Commission ifpgﬁng the t Advisary Board for taxpayer input. To insure rbm"gﬁ-
partmental cuts are with sorgical precision, the Board will audit the Police Department, Fire-Rescve, Public

Works ond Parks and Recreation prior fo the September Budget Hearings. Although Gty residents are expecting se-
rious pain, since Gity George Gretsas will still be at the helmt when the draft Budget is released in July,
confidence in the Gity M s fiscal effectiveness and the Mayor’s hometown passion will fikely engender popular
support for next year’s fiscol road map. In controst, absent some remorkable economic reversal, every budgetary
bump and broise in the following year’s work product could be laid at the feet of the City Commission. For Roberts’

take on these issves, reod on... - [editor]*

OIL DRILLING, OXYCONTIN, AND OPTING OUT

OffshoreDrilling The issue of dfshore drilling has come up in the Florida State legislature. House
Memorial 563 was filed in the House on January 4, 281'5. The Florida House Memorial seeks to
u rge Congress to support the expiration and removal of the moratoria prohibiringf exploration
and oil production in Florida waters in areas other than those alreudgﬂ approved lor oil leasing
and il exploration. On March 2, 2010, the City Commission voted unanimously to approve o
resolution oppasing this oction,

Update on Haiti Relief Efforts Though the generosity of the City's employees, we have raised
$10,993.53 towards the relief in Haiti. Thanks to the following Departments for their involve-
ment:

Parks and Recreation: Raised $1,000 from Play for Haiti Day event

Building Department: Raised $1,100 by hosting a breakfast and Valenting's Day Raffle

Office of Management and Eudget Raised $452 from a Bake Sole

Anformation Technology: Raised $1,700 by hosting two ondine auctions

-Public Warks: R-::isedg gd,'DGD

Lity Attorney’s Office: Raised $2,600

Fire Department: Will be hosting a Poker Tournoment on 3/27/10

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-19%0 @

-Human Resources: Hosted a Baby
Shower and collected aver 527 items includ-
ing diapers, medicines and mosquito netfing

-Drop-off Points (Fire Stations and
City Hall): Callected 70 cases of water, &
cases of flashlights and over 200 canned
goods.

HB 561 Extend life-Safety Code Retrofit Refief to
Community Assodiations As most of you know, a
bill was being considered to moke it mondo-
tory for ins.lc:l?ing or retrofitting a condo-
minium with a fire safety sprinkler system in
commoen areas. The need Ead not been
demaonsirated and the cost would have been
prohibitive. Some cities bonned together to
adopt a resolution supportin |eg'rﬂul'we ef-
forts to extend life-safety cod% retrofit relief to
community associalions. Due to Pio leraci's
[Galt Ocean Mile Association)] dedication to
this effort, | brokered o resolution supporting
HB 561, which was unanimously passed by
the City Commission on March 2, 2010.
This will allow a community’s membership
the right of self-determination with regard to
the need for certain refrofit requirements,
Hopetully, with everyone's efforts, this bill
will be possed.

Concerns in District 1

Short-Term Rentals There are several oreos
within District 1 where it oppears private
homes in residential areas are being used as
daily and/er weekly vacation rentals, A res
olution was passed in 2009 (#09-304) creat-
ing a Short Term Residentiol Use Committee
to make recommendations to the City Com-
mission concerning use of residentially
zoned property irﬁighr of pratecting neigh-
borhood tranquility and peaceful enjoyment
of residential property. | am working with
City staff to make sure these concerns are

oddressed. Continued on poge 11

Vice Mayor
Brice Boberts




Ambassador Health Services, Inc.
Home Care

Quality Staff For Quality Living!

Home Health Aides

Skilled Nurses

Case Managers

Physical and Speech Therapy

Transportation

Personal care, groceries, appointments and pet care.

We can also arrange delivery of equipment, medication and instructions
for use of these supplies.

Our employees are licensed and/or certified and all credentials are
current and verifiable. Extensive reference and background checks are
dona prior to amployment on each cargiver'professional,

Stato of Florida
Diwtricd 8 Licenss SHHAZIGORIETE
Diwiriet 10 Licarms SHHA200H05TS

Broward: 954.429.8798
Palm Beach: 561.278.1224
Toll Free: 877.592.1232

All Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted!
There is no place like home!

Sprinklers...Continued

Condominium Termination

* Amends 718.117(2) [a) 1., F.5., dealing with termination because of eco-
nomic waste or impossibility. Provides that condeminium may be terminated
because of economic waste when the total estimated cost of construction or re-
pairs necessary to canstruet the intended improvements or restore the improve-
menis to their érmer condition or bring them into compliance with applicable
laws or regulations exceeds the combined fair market value of the units in the
condominium after completion of the construction or repairs.

» Amends 7 18.117(19) to provide that the termination of a condominium does
not bar the “filing of a declaration of condominium or an amended ond re-
stated declaration of condeminium” affecting any portion of the same property
[o more specific description of o post termination reformation).

Turnover of Condominiums from Developer

» Amends F5. 718.301(1) [f] to provide that turnaver shall sccur when a re-
ceiver is appointed by the circuit court and is not discharged within 30 days of
appointment, unless the court determines within 30 days alter appaintment that
transter of control would be detrimental to association or its members.

Condominium Bulk Buyers

* Creates the new "Distressed Condominium Relief Act” [alse known as bulk-
buyer law). It is intended to stimulate the condominium market by encouraging
purchasers to buy units in bulk, thereby thinning the currently bloated inven-
tory. In a nulahelf,’ it defines the extent to which successors to the developer, in-
cluding the construction lender after o foreclosure and other bulk buyers and
bulk assignees of condominium units, may be responsible for implied war-
ranties.

Cooperative Provisions

Cooperative Assocations—Fire Alarm Systems

* Provides that a condominium, cooperative, or multifamily res-
idential building less than four stories in height with an exte-
rior means of egress corridor is exempt from installing o
manual fire alarm system as required in 5. 9.6 of the most re-
cent edition of the Life Safety Code adopted in the Florida
Fire Frevention Code. [Despite its having been declared un-
necessary by the NFPA, the “highly aggressive” fire service
industry l)r;bhied its inclusion into the current law.)

Cooperative Assoiations—Fire Sprinklers

* |t amends s. 719.1055(5), F.5., to provide for a retrofit ex-
empfion o cooperalive associations for a fire sprinkler sys-
tern or any other form of engineered life safety system
retrofitting sprinklers in a high rise building by the affirmative
vote of two thirds of the voting interests. Tlge gi” provides that
a previous vole to forego retrofiting may only be reconsid-
ered once every three years ot a 5pecir:rmeafing called by a
petition of 10% of the voting interests.

# For associations that don’t opt out, the local authority having
jurisdiction may not require completion of retrofitting of com-
mon areas with a sprinkler system or any other form of engi-

neered life safety system before the end of 2019,
Cooperative Associations—Elevators

# The bill allows associations to opt out of Section
553.509(2), which requires generators for elevators, by an
affirmative vole of the majority of the voting interests in the
offected condominium. [A report by the Senate Regulated In-
dustries committee recommended repeal of statute)

* Frovides for o delay in the refrofit of a special access key for
elevators in condominiums and cooperatives until the eleva
tor is reploced or requires major modification; amends s,
399.02, ES., relafing to updates to the code requiring modi-
fications for Phase || Firefighters’ Service on existing eleva-
tors.

Cooperative Associations—Filling Vacandies on Board

* Provides for filling of vacancies for remainder of the term by
the affirmative vote of the majority of the remaining directors,
even if they constitute less than a quorum or there is only one
remaining director. Unless otherwise provided in Bylows, o
board member appointed or elected io fill a vacancy would
serve the unexpired term of the seat being filled. In the alter-
native, the Board may hold an election ta fill the vacancy.

Cooperative Assodations--Collections /Foredosures

. ﬁ:ﬂclaim of lien may include cost for collection letters or any
other collection effort by management companies or licensed
managers as ta any r::lvfzri’r14.'.|m='.r:r::;».-r in instollment of assess-
ment, but may not exceed $75. Any payment received b
the cooperative association must be applied to the costs for
collection services for which the association has contracted
before the payment is applied to the delingquent assessment.,

Provides that a lien may not be filed by the ossociation until
30 days after a notice of intent to file the lien was sent certi-
fied mail, return receipt requested and by first closs mail to

the last address in the records of the association.

Provides that if a unit is occupied by o tenant and that unit
owner is delinguent in the payment of any monetary ohbligo-
tion to the association, the association may demand that the
tenant pay to the asseciation the future manetary obligations
related to the condominium unit. Requires the association to
mail written notice to the unit owner of the association’s de-
mand that the tenant make payments to the association.

Continued an poge 11

10 Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1920 @



Speinklers... Confingad

* Provides that the liability of the fenant may not exceed the
amaount due from the tenant to the tenant’s landlord. Provides
that the tenant’s landlord shall provide the tenant a credit
against renls due to the unit owner in the amount of monies

aid to the association. Provides thot the association may sue
E:r eviction as if the association were a landlord if the tenant
fails to pay o required assessment to the association,

Corporations Not-for-Profit (Condominiums, Cooperatives, ond HOAs)

* Amends the corparations netfor-prefit statute to previde that
certain sections of the statute involving voting by members, re-
moval of directars, and access to records, do not apply to as-
sociotions regulated by Chapters 718, 719, and FBB

Expanded and enhanced by vetting committees, the bills are ac-
cruir»% support from both lawmakers and homeowners. Senate
Bill 1222 by Senator Jeremy Ring waos merged into Senator Mike
Fasana's Senate Bill 1196 and passed the gen

dustries Committee by an 8-0 vote on March 3rd. Cn March
17th, the Military A{'F{:irs and Domestic Security Commiltee ap-
proved the bill by o 7-0 vote. By mid-April, it also will have been
reviewed by the Senate’s Banking and Insurance Committee,
Community Affairs Committee and Judiciary Committes,

In the Statehouse, BogdancH and Hudson are comparably nurs-
ing House Bill 561 through committee reviews. On February
2nd, the House Civil Justice & Courts Policy Committes approved
a Committee substitute by an 11-2 vote. On March 2nd, the In-
surance, Business & Financial Affairs Policy Committee passed
the bill by an 11-1 vote, On March 11th, the bill moved to its
last committee stop, the Criminal & Civil Justice Policy Council.
On March 15th, Delray Representative Maria Lorts Sachs
merged her House Bill 1317, which duplicated many of the pro-
visions found in Bogdanoff's bill, info H% 561.

To insure the passage of these bills, eng&gled homeowners have
prece each committee review with a blizzard of emails,
phone calls, letters and faxes to the committee members, detail-
ing the bill's eritical importance and suppiiculinq.'su port for the
legislation. Despite unrelenting pressure to sink the EiHs by the
Plumbers and Pipefitters Union and Sprinkler Association Tobby-
ists bedecked in pre-retirement dress blues, lowmaokers seem pre-
disposed to mirror last year's broad c:lpprovcl of the legislation’s
objectives. While pleased with the bills’ progress, homeowners
have few illusions about the obstacles that lie chead. Alter all,
this isn’t their first fime at the dance.®

With an Edward Jones Roth IRA, any earnings are tax-free,
and distributions can be taken free of !u-nultirs or taxes,”

ate Regulated In- You may even benefit from converting a traditional IRA to a
Roth TRA.

* Distributions of earnings from a Roth IRA could be subject to taxes and a 1097 penalty if the
account is less than five years old and the owner is under age 53 172,

TAX-FREE

INCOME IS THE BEST GIFT

YOU CAN GIVE YOURSELF AT RETIREMENT.

At Edward Jones, we spend time getting to know your
goals so we can help vou reach them. To learn more
ill:"lllll “'I:II_\' iarn [';[]“"H.l'll. J[]".!'H l{ﬂlh Il{'\ can l“ﬂkt" sSense
for you, call or visit your local finaneial advisor today.
LeAnn J Barber
Financial Advisor

1719 E Commercial Blvd
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33334

=
r

954-493-8651

www.edwardjones.com tomeer siec

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Raberts... Confinued

rience a slight increase of 3% in total operations

for the month of January, possibly due to Haitian

~-EXA Noise Issues We have olso had many con-
cerns regarding the high noise level from
plnnas‘iﬁnl fly in and out of the Executive Air-
port. | am working with Clara Bennett, EXA
Manoger, to address these concerns. The pi-  mal.
lots need 1o adhere 1o the rules and regule-

tions, and are reminded to do so at pi?
workshops that are held pericdically, EXA
also operates a 24-hour noise abatement hot-
line ($54-828-6664) available to area resi-

Relief efforts and the Super Bowl. However, over
all, the aircraft traffic is down 42% fram 2000,
Mortheast neighborhoods should experience fewer
overflights once weather patterns go back to nor-

ot Pain Clinics This problem centinues to spread and

disrupt the integrity of our community. It is astonish-
ing to note thot several
four such clinics in South Florida, Now there are

ars ago there were only

dents to report unusuu”‘,r loud or low aircraft,
We urge you to call the hotline number be-
cause the input helps airport staff use the
noise monitoring system o quickly identify
problems and follow up with pilots. More air-
craft have been fying directly over neighbor-
hoods east of the Airport due to the weather
atterns and cold fronts that the area hos
Eeen experiencing recenlly. These westerly
winds require that aircralt approach to land
fram the east and takeoff to the west. Usuu"y,
aircraft land from the west and takeoff to the
east. During normal operations, more than
half for the easterly takeoffs are routed over |-
25, which reduces the number of flights over
that area. Additionally, the Airport did expe-
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almost 180! The state legislature enacted a law
that requires oll facilities dispensing narcotics to
register with the state by lanvary 2010. It is un-

known at this time if everyone has complied. Fur-

ther, the same legislation requires that all
prescription fransactions be registered in a siate

database within fifteen days. As of this date, this
rion of the legislation has not been fully funded
or operation. In addition, fifteen days is too long

and does not prevent abuse. As a resull, Mayor

Jack Seiler and | prompted this Commission to
enact an ordinance establishing a moratorium pro-
hibiting the licensing of new pain clinics for 180
days. We will use this fime to organize an oction
plan to combat any illegal activity associated with
these businesses, We will also examine a resolu-

tion 5uppurtin? new and more stringent pend-
ing state legislation.

Budget There will be a public workshop for citi-
zen input on May 11, 2010 ot 7:00pm. It
will give the community @ chance to voice

gir concerns and priorities on the City's
budget. The Commission has also been work-
ing with the Budget Advisory Baard to cbtain
input regarding the taxpayers’ perspective in
the development of the annual operating
budget. They will be conducting Department
audits and updating the Commission of their
findings. Scheduled thus far: Pelice Presenta-
tion 3/31/10, with review in April [TBA]; Fire-
Rescue Presentation 4/21/10, with review of
information 4/29/10; Public Works Presenta-
tion 5/19/10 with review of information
5/27/10; Parks and Recreation Presentation
&/16/10 with review of information
6/30,/10. The City Manager will present his
Erﬂposad budiel in July. This will be followed

y two public hearings on the budget in Sep-
tember. With the current economic conditions,
it is no secret that this year will be most diffi-
cult. We are estimating a $30 - $40 million
shortfall. | am confident that this Commission
will meet the challenge, while maintaining
vital primary services,®

11



__ DoN'T SETTLE FOR ANYTHING But THE BEST
HANSEN REALTY ESTABLISHED IN 1977 - SERVING SouTH FLORIDA

Cenlu #1 REcOGNIZED NAME IN REAL ESTATE
) A
..-"'""--.21

PLAYA DEL SOL

Urpatep 3/2 CORNER UNIT, MAGMIFICENT

- T — OCEAN VIEWS, 19" WRAP AROUND BALCONY. i

REGENCY TGWE RS  — ROYAL AMBASSADCR

Seacious 2/2, TOTALLY UPGRADED WITH NEW - g . Bl . §795,000 RemopeLep 2/2, SE coruEer, OVERLOOKS
KITCHEN WITH GRANITE & IMPACT WINDOWS, S Pt sn - - e o RS, POOL, OCEAN AND BEYOND,

£445,000 £445,000

LELERRRLE

PLAYA DEL MAR

L BEAUTIFUL OCEAN AND POOL VIEWS, _
— soutHsioE, 1800 sa. FT., LOWEST i = et b
SOUTHPOINT PRICE WING APARTMENT, JUST LISTED. R SEA RANCH LAKES NORTH
ALL New | Renovaten 2/2 oN HiGH FLOOR Asxing $410,000 o -— : = p- - FurnsHED 3/2 WITH PANGRAMIC OCEAN
WITH MAGHIFICENT OCEAN VIEWS. - e ) viEws. Bi L SHAPED TILED BALCONY.
$529,000 $506,000

OCEAN VISTA CONDO

3 SToRY TOWNHOME WITH ELEVATOR,
3/3.5, TWO CAR GARAGE, FIREPLACES

OCEANCLUB : & BEACH AcCESS. NDI'\;T_H ANDREWS GARDENS

BeauiFuL 3/2 WiITH MARBLE FLOORS ey 1S P Seacious 2/1.5 WITH REMODELED KITCHEN
ThAU-ouT. ReEnovaren ano FuLLy Furiseo. il © — $545,000 AND SPACIOUS LIVING AREAS.

$519,000 $175,000

RENAISSANCE

BeaumiFuLLy uPDATED 2 BED/2 BATH
WITH THE FINEST MATERIALS.

PLAZAEAST DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH. - 1 ROYAL AMBASSADDR

Overszen 1.5, EAT N KITCHEN, $389.000 i = ; OVERLOOKS OCEAN, BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED
EPECTACULAR OCEAN AND INTRACODASTAL VIEWS y ] 16ED, 1.5 BATH, & NEW WINDOWS.
§350,000 $249,000

JACQUELINE MARGE e, MARLENE | : CoOLLEEN
Joboin Pace § L _ KAHN } KELLY
954-610-6415 954-817-1387 954-260-9393 (N | 954-598-3544

MARLENEKAHN@YAHOO.COM CKELLY3700@BELLSOUTH.NET
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WE ARE THE BEsT ON THE BEACH !

OVER 2.4 MiLLioN USER HITS PER MONTH =
3 LocaTioNns » OpPeN 7 DAaYs A WEEK

Cantuny

Hamsen REALTY

MOoRE EXPOSURE FOR YOU!

IMPERIAL FDINT
UrpateD 312 pooL HOME WITH OPEN

POINT OF AMERICAS Ii
OWwN THE ENTIRE EAST END oF 215T FLODR
3,642 s0.F7, J-5IDED BALCONY SPECTACULAR

OCEAN VIEWS FROM EVERY Room. 51,250,000 £449,000

FLOOR PLAN AND LUSH TROPICAL POOL AREA.

THE PALMS
212 Corner
5-Star Luxury Lving
$599,900

REGENCY TGWER SOUTH

Larce Corner
Wrap Aroumo BaLcowy

$357,500

GALT OCEAN MILE
SPACIOUS UNIT WITH

BEAUTEFUL OCEAN AND POOL VIEWS

£195,870

__ JOHNS
954-290-3433

GARDEN VIEW APARTMENTS
Larce 212, 15T FLOOR BEACH AREA
CONDO, OPEN FLOOR PLAN &
sMaLL PETS weLcome, $255,000

CORAL RIDGE COUNTRY CLUB
RenovaTeD waTerFRONT 4/5

SE poINT LOT WITH ENDLESS VIEWS.
$2,999,000

CORNICHE CONDO
SpectacuLar 313, SE cORNER UNIT IN

BOUTIQUE BUILDING ON THE OCEAN.
$1,050,000

JEFF Davip
KaHn WHITWORTH
954-445-6307

954-654-2317
JILL@FLPROPERTIESONLINE.COM  jere@jerrkanincom  pweTr21@aoL.com

OCEAN HERITAGE CLUB

(OVERSIZED DOUBLE CORMER UNIT, 2 LARGE

RAP ARDCUND TERRACES WITH AWESOME VIEWS

$890,000

THE POINTE
2880 NE 1414 St. Ponreno
SELECTION OF 2 AND J BEDROOM UNITS
FroM 5435,000

&
§
3

-
Z
%,ﬂ
| s
=
.'-.-.
By re T
o

I

TIFFANY GARDENS
TOTALLY UPDATED CORNER UNIT WITH AMAZING
KITCHEN WITH BEAUTIFUL FINISHES & VIEWS.

SEA MONARCH
DESIGNER DECORATED TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS. DIRECT OCEAN VIEWS.
$599.000

STUART
GOoODWIN
954-610-7879

SAGOODWIN@AOL.COM

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 (B

CORAL RIDGE TOWERS

LOoWEST PRICE ON A TURN-KEY UNIT,
WVELL MAINTAINED UNIT WITH OCEAN VIEWS!

INVESTMENT OPPO RTUNIT‘I"
MIEE GROUND FLODR UNIT WITH SCREENED
pamio & waTER VIEW! BEACH ACCESS.
§125,000

WHAT A DEAL!

INcREDIBLE DEAL ON THiS 3/2 UNIT IN RECENTLY

REFURBISHED BUILDING, STEPS TO THE BEACH!
$149,900

THE GALLEGN
32 Usar WiTH BREATHTAKING OCEAN VIEWS!
2300 sa. FT. PLUS A HUGE BALCONY.
$399,000

BiLL
CLARKE
954-804-9400

BCLarkeEREALTOR@ACL.COM
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Hamsen REALTY

S
LAS OLAS GRAND
3/3 WITH DIRECT OCEAN AND RIVER
VIEWS. 5 STAR AMENITIES.

$895,000

THE FOUR SEASONS CONDO
313 with over 2400 sa. FT.
WALK TO BEACH AND RESTAURANTS.

$620,000

COCONUT GROVE RESIDENCE
1/1.5 CoNDO ON THE SAND WITH HUGE
WRAP ARDUND BALCONY,

$795,000

ESSEX TOWER CONDO
Stunnimg SE corner, 212 unir,

ToTALLY REMODELED, LIGHT & BRIGHT.
$449,000

BETTY

SCHERER
954-296-0530

BETTY(@BETTYSCHERER.COM

No CoMpETITION & No COMPARSION
ESTABLISHED IN 1977 AND STILL GOING STRONG!
ReaL EsTATE NEeps? CaLL Us Tobay!

CLARIDGE
PosuLAR OCEANFRONT BUILDING.
Two BEDROOMS, TWO BATHS
JUST ONE IN FROM THE OCEAN, OVER
1800 s40. FT. AND GREAT OCEAN VIEWS

FROM YOUR HUGE BALCONY.
$350,000

-

1}
.t'-..r
A1

CYPRESS CLUB
QuTSTANDING VALUE ON THIS TWO BEDROOM,
TWO BATH APARTMENT [N THIS WATERFRONT
COMPLEX WITH DOCKAGE, HICE LUPDATES AND
WASHERIDRYER IN THE UNIT.

Aswang $125,000

LYNNE
HALE
954-303-0071

www.LORETTALYNNE.COM

AQUAZUL
Anazng 2 STORY DIRECT OCEANFRONT
rEsiDENCE. 3 Beo, 4+eaths, 4000 + sq. Fr,
476" OF SWEEPING BALCONIES,
DESIGNER UPGRADES THROUGHOUT.
£1,598,000

*x

EUROPA

MNewer HI-RISE W LAUDERDALE BY THE SEA.

Boumaue suromc wit 50 Luxury
RESIDENCES ALL WITH OCEAN VIEWS,

Frow $870,000 o 53,000,000

LoreTTA
JoHNsTON

954-328-6560

soLp@LoreTTALYNNE.COM
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Gorgeous SE oceAN VIEWS FROM THIS
HUGE 2/2 conpo. REMODELED KITCHEN,
$479,000

PLAYA DEL MAR
HicH FLoOR, SOUTHSIDE 2/2 CONDD WITH

OPEN GOURMET KITCHEN AND MUCH MORE.
$449,000

POMPANO BEACH
313.5 TowNHOME WITH GRANIT AND MORE.
WALK TO THE BEACH,

§190,000

LIGHTHOUSE POINT
MNew constRucTION, 2 BEDROOM, 2.5
BATH TRI-LEVEL TOWNHOME.
£224,000

JuLie
VAN PeLT
954-240-8074

JULIEVPC21@AOL.COM




THE ONLY TRUE INTERNATIONAL BRAND IN 68 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES
MULTI-LINGUAL - FrENCH, SpanisH, RuUssian, DanisH, CHINESE AND MANY OTHERS
TRANSLATES INTO SMooTH DEaLs For You

GEBLEEEANEAE
TTELLLL

PLAYA DEL MAR SOUTHPOINT

RIVIERA CONDO L'HERMITAGE
Direct SE CORMER WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS Urpatep 212, 1662 sa. Fr., view oF THE Uepateo 1 seoroom, 2 BaTH wiGrReaT [l UMOUE SUB-PENTHOUSE, DECORATED &
& HUGE WRAP-aAROUND BALCONY, 2400 so.7. Jll OCEAN, 1 PARKING SPACE & UPDATED BLDG, VIEWS OF THE OCEAN & INTRACOASTAL FURNISHED 2 BED, DEN, 2.5 BATH

$278.,000 WITH GREAT viEws. $979,900

BT i 3 i
L'HERMITAGE C'DMMGD'D RE
UPGRADED, DECORATOR'S SHOWPLACE WITH 2 Corner, 1650 sa. FT., WRAP AROUND
MARBLE FLOGRS, DPEN KITCHEN & MORE. oceaN & ciTy VIEWS BALCONY. PRICED

FOR & ouick saLE! $390,000

-
L'HERMITAGE
BriGHT HIGH FLOOR 2/2 + DEN, HUGE
BALCONY AND MAGNIFICENT VIEWS.

GALT OCEAN L‘.LUE-
1/1.5 WiTH BEAUTIFUL DIRECT OCEAN
viEws. WALK TO SHOPS & RESTAURANTS,

DE EAN GLU EEDN DO . L'AMBIANCE

L' AMEMNCE BEACH CONDO L'HERMITAGE
DesiGNER FURNISHED 3/2.5 wiTH BeaunFuLLy FurNISHED 2/2.5 + DEN.
BEAUTIFUL DIRECT OCEAN VIEWS.

- RareLy avaiLaeLe SE views.
$695,000 :

LARGE 2/2 conpo on THE BEACH
wite 1600 sa. Fr. Low MAINTENANCE

32.5 wite 2300 sa. Fr., oiRecT SE

CORNER UNIT 'ﬁ'ITH IMPRESSIVE VIEWS.

VICTORIA PARK e DLAYADELSOL
New Townsouse over 3,000 sa. F1. Uepatep 2/2, 1435 so. 1., NE

OF LUXURY FINISHES & PRIVATE POOL. EXPOSURE. Hlsuesr FLOOR wwH A LOW
$989,000

PLAYA DEL SOL L'HERMITAGE
1/1.5 PentHouse witH INCREDIBLE viEWS. [l 3/3.5 witH 482 s0. FT. WRAP AROUND
MarBLE FLRS, IMPACT WINDOWS & poors. BALCONY WITH STUNNING VIEWS.
FLOOR PRICE. $405,000 $315,000 $1,799,000

Henbi MANNY

KAF e ALVAREZ
954-249-T879 ™ 954-816-0389

Lizzie SHIRLEY

PinD ATTIAS
954-294-2787 )\ 954-562-0903

WWW.DREAMHOMEFLORIDA.COM

MANNY@AGENTMANNY.COM PIND@BELLSOUTH.NET

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 ({J



Eric Beekowitz, Pio berad, Governor Crist, Donna Barger:
Gewarnor refutes bogus “mbent to veto® report.

By Eric Berkowitz

On Thursday, March dth, Galt Mile Community Association President
Pio leraci received a late aflernoon telephone call from Washington
DC. He was intrigued when the caller identified himself as o 5ru%er far
United States Senator George LeMieux. The Senator’s aide told leraci
that his boss was planning on traveling to Fort Lauderdale early next
week, and the trip would alford him an opportunity to discuss Heulrh-
care with constituents. leraci felt the precurser of o migraine when the
staffer asked if he would help set up o Tawn Hall meeting for Senator
LeMieux on Monday, in less than four days,

otential attendess 3 days notice [only one business day - Friday). Two
issues precccupied leraci. Other than offering local residents a chance
to “Meet Your Senator”, how could the neigh%crh::-::.d assaciation
agenda benefit from this unusual opportunity? Secondly, leraci was hes.
itant to accept any responsibility for the success of an event announced
on Friday for Monday. To moke things worse, the staffer asked leraci to
await LeK'\ieux'.& conﬁrmcﬁen before finalizing any plans,

If he agreed, leraci would have to book the hall and could only iive

The Governor's former Chief of Stalf, LeMieux was appointed by Crist
to the Senate seat vacated by Mel Martinez. A close political ally and
confidante, LeMieux encouraged Crist to run for the office he temporar-
ily oeeupies, LeMieux wes srils? in Tallahassee last summer when Seno-
tors and Congresspersons solicited constituents for healthcare feedback.
Despite having aligned with Tallahassee Republicans in declaring his
opposifion to gresidenf Obama's initiative to reduce healthcare costs
and increase access, Florida lawmakers were expecting LeMieux 1o
somehow return to Florida with $1.2 billion in Federal Medicaid money
and plug the State’s budget gap.

leraci called the Beach Community Center; a forum previr.:nusli deployed
by the neighborhood association tor similar events, and checked the
auditorium’s ovailability. When Community Center Manager Susan
Riestra said the date was temporarily clear, leraci grabbed it. He made
some quick calls to GMCA Directors, pondering a response to leMisux.

The discussion centered on lemieux's close relationship with Crist,

The neighborhood association was deeply involved with a campaign to
enlist the Governor's support for sprinkler retrofit relief. Legislators in Tallo-
hassee had unanimously approved bills in 2006 and 2009 that offered fi-
nancially besieged homeowners relief from a $multibillion payout to the
fire sprinkler inguslry as mandaoted bﬁ' a highly questionable 2002 statute.
Despite its overwhelming support by lawmakers and homeowners, the
Governor vetoed Senate Bilf??d uﬁer last year's legislative session. If
LeMieux could be prevailed upon to ask that the Governor NOT VETO
Ellyn Bogdanoff's ED]EI relief bill (HB 561), leraci believed that the siiniii-
cant effort required to actualize the meeting could be justitied. When he
received the green light from LeMieux loter Thursday night, a campaign to
notify neighborhood residents was lounched. Hundreds of emails were
sent to surrounding communities, public officials and member associations.
Matices were called to local newspapers and posted on the GMCA web
site. Flyers were created, printed and hand delivered to GMCA member
ossociations. The meeting notices were posted as retrofit relief supporters
from other parts of F|mic?u cobbled together last minute plans to attend the
event,

By the Monday afterncon start time, roughly 150 attendees arrived at the
Community Center from Maples, the Space Coast and Tampa as well as
Pompano, Central Beach and the Galt Mile. Questions for the Senator
were callected at a registration desk.

Without notice, the Senator'’s staffers excised scores of questions about the
sprinkler retrofit, leaving about o dozen health care inquiries. Angry about
the staffers’ surreptitious censure, Pio secured permission for one ilnples
resident to deliver a request to LeMisux,

Retrofit relief proponent Ewing Sutherland, who sits on the Community Ad-
vocacy MNetwork [CAN) Advisory Board with leraci and led a contingent
of Collier County anti-retrofit association members to the meeting,

Continued on page 17
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Dom’t TRU

at the LOWEST price.

“Protecting the lifestyle to
which you are accustomed”

ST

DUNHAM INSURANCE SERVICES
has over 20 quality companies to choose from.

Let us shop your insurance for YOU!
DUNHAM INSURANCE SERVICES

is an Independent Agency offering the best home, condo, auto, umbrella and
commercial insurance throughout Florida. As an Independent Agency,
we place your policy with the company offering the BEST coverage

. 954-564-7772 » 888-564-7772
: www.DUNHAMINS.com

Comiyp

A Busy Week.. Confinued

asked leMisux to deter the Governor from vetoing Bogdancol's relief
bill. Comprised of 1,800 member communities from across the Stale,

CAN is a pro-association organization that lobbies Tallahassee lawmak-

ers to enact legislation on behalf of common interest communities.

Fort Lavderdale Mayer Jack Seiler stepped up and surprised LeMieux
by announcing that the City Commission had passed a resolution sup-
porting the bill and sent it to Governor Crist. He informed the Senator
that dozens of other jurisdictions, including Broward County, were
grepuring similar resolutions for Governor Crist. leMieux couldn't help

ut notice that the resulting ovation outlasted his own. Aware that his
staffers’ actions may have alienated o community he was hoping te win
over, LeMigux met with leraci to effect some political I‘encanme.-nc?ing.
The Senator promised o convey concerns about the impending sprin-
kler retrofit to the Governer. Since mast of the antiretrelit audience was
unaware of leMieux's post meeting cavcus with leraci, they were under-
standably disoppointed with the event's cutcome upon departing the
Center,

Two days later, leraci received a call from the Governor's office. Gover-
nor Crist was in town to fulfill his obligation as Grand Marshal of the
March 13th 5t. Patrick’s Day Parade. Crist invited leraci and a small
contingent to meet Thursday morning at the Riverside Hotel and discuss
their concerns about the sprinkler retrofit dilemma over breakfast.

The GMCA president contacted Community Advocacy Network Execu-

The next marning, they met Governor Crist in the Hotel's Indige
Restaurant at 9:30 AM. After exchanging pleasantries and reminisc-
ing about the Galt Mile community’s unbridled exhilaration when the
Governor terminated the threatened Calypso Liquefied Natural Gas
plant, leraci described the financial impact that this inequitable retrofit
requirement will have on associations and unit owners struggling to
survive. As the discussion progressed, it became clear that tEa (_E-:over-
nor was largely unfamiliar wi!g- the disabling consequences threatened
by the retrohit. He also seemed surprised when told about some of the
conflicted relationships between the Fire Marshals and the Sprinkler
Associations. In fact, it appeared os if his knowledge about the man-
date and its ramifications was limited to anecdotal spin from the pro-
retrofit Fire Sprinkler associations and several retired Fire Marshals
they hired as lobbyists along with current employees of the Fire Mar-
shals union they employ in management positions.

Executive Director Chuck Akers of the Florida Fire Marshals and In-
spectors Association ’FFMFA} is also the Executive Director of the
American Fire Sprinkler Association [AFSA), an industry trade organi-
zalion incorporated to market sprinkler systems. FFMIA, lifetime mem-
ber Buddy Dewar is the Vice President of Regional Operations for the
Mational Fire Sprinkler Association [INFSA) and a lobbyist for the
Florida Fire Sprinkler Association IFFSAI, Bading to “ammend our
campaign donations list,” Dewar lobbied the governor 1o veto last

ar's retrofit relief while working with Dave Ramba, a lobbyist for
‘.ﬁ 8 billion conglomerate and fire sprinkler manufacturer Tyco Prod-
ucts.

tive Director Donna Berger and GMCA Vice President Eric Berkowitz,
twe allies whose intimate familiarity with the history and issues sur-
rounding the sprinkler refrofit would prove invaluable for the next marn-
ing’s meeting with the Governor. Although unsure about the exact
events that precipitated the Governor's invitation, all the participants ad-
justed their schedules to accommodate this unique opporiunity.

The Governor admitted to sympathizing with the plight of common in-
terest community homeowners, acknowledging the gurden laced on
unit owners by foot draggin furedming banks, newly implemented
consirictive lending policies ?hui inhibit recovery and delinquent specu-
lators whe force their neighbaors to assume their abligations.

Confinued onpage 20
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

APRIL/MAY

SUN

The Cofar Purple
(Through 4,/18)
Brownrd Centes

Info.: 954-462-0722

11

MON

TUE

12

13

WED

14

Uirhan Gourmat Morkst
1201 E. Las Olas Blvd
Som. todpm.
Info.: $54-462-4164

Info.: #54-525-5500

Commissioner Bruce Roberts:
Pre-Agenda Meeting
Cardinol Gibbors High Schoal, Medio Room

6 p.m.
Info.: 954-628-5033

Info.: $54-467-0222

Jonquin Achueara -
Symphony of e Amesicos
Broword Center
8:15 p.m
[nfo.: 9544420222

UIrhon Gowmet Markat Menopaise, The Musicol
1201 E. Los Olos Bhd, (Theouwgh 4 /18)
Y om. tod pm Pocker Playhousa
Inko.: 954-462-4166 Info.: 954-442-0222
Bort lor Frande Good & [IE'.:%Hnn'llI]: E-illsle:jli1n|| The Kosher Cheerleode
1 81 BardeAlontic Center ' :"m,'ﬂ i E*f .!u[] 20 (Through 4,/25) 21
- wynw bonkotlonticcenter.com Marszum of A Porker Ployhouse

25

Ushan Gourmst Market
1201 E. Los Ohes Blvd
9 om. tod pm,
Info.; 954-462-4166

26

27

28

Sunday Jazz Brunch
tiverwolk, Downfown FL

1Mamtadpm

Infa.; 954-826-5985
Gipsy Kings
Hond Bock Live

Tin: B00-745-3000

Urbon Gourmet Morket
1201 E. Las Olos Blvd
% om. o4 pm.
Info.: 954-462-4164

Cammissioner Bruce Robests:
Pre-penda Meating
W ordfinal Gibbaons High Scheal, Media Room

b p.m
Info.: 954-826-5033

Fort Louderdale
(ity Commitssian Mesting
Egl‘f Hall
f.m,

Mother's Day

Branch at Fairchild Tropicod Gorden

9 10:30 4o 2:30 p.m.
Reservafions: 305-256-8399

Usban Gourmet Marke!
1201 E. Los Olas Bhd.
7 o.m, tod pm.

Info- 354-462-4166

10

1

12

Pompana Beach Fshing Rodeo
(Theough 5,/15)
14th 5t & the Introcoostal, Pampanao
Info.: 954-942-4513

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS, GO TO THE CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU

FRI

SAT

7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Info.: 954-524-4657

RINGD Wing & Culinory Celebeosion Trapical Fish Expo
1 5 Snu: mrr's North Lownge 1 G\'Imum of Discowery & Stience 1 7 Flomingo Goedens
(}{ltj:.lru{m[]r:. b1l pm 9:30 om. - 4:30 p.m.
Tom Infa.; 954-713 0954 Ifa.: 95-141?3-2? 55
F'um no Beach Seafood Festivol New Times Beer Fest
(loeless on Los Olos nfic Bled & ATA, 10 a.m. Esplanade Park, 7 pm. to 11 pm.
Lo Olos Bvd, 7 pom, Info.; 954-570-7785 Info.; 954-233-1587
Info.; 954-288-7201
(ceon Fest Dive & Advanture Expo Flosida’s Newport Guitar Festival
_ (Through 4,/18) (Throwgh 4,/18)
G.M.CA. Advisory Board Meafing Fi Lowderdale Beoch Hord Rock Live
Nick’s Inalion Restaurant , 11 o.m. liif. www.oceonlest.com linfo.: . newperinuitarfestival com
Iohn Fones Lars Ofias Wime & Food Festival Fleet Week 2010 l
22 Hord Rb.?cgllg 23 (Through 4,/24) 24 (Throwgh 5,/3)
Tix.: 954-797-5555 Lis Dlos Blvdl Port Everglodes

Info.: 954=733-7631 I

6 (Thraugh 5,/%)
Fout Loudardale Aguotic Complex

BINGO Air Louderdode & Baoch Fest
Southipoint’s North Loonge {Through 5,/25) I
(3400 Gale Ocean Or) Fi Lowdesdale Banch
7 pm. 10 @m. to 5 p.m.
55,/ persan for 3 boards Info.: 354-762-7000
Jazz on the Square | |
29 30 The Village Gril 1
Commerciol Bld. & ATA
T pm
o DD . I
outipaint’s Norih Lounge vardone Family Fun Day
(3400 Galt Oeean Or) (Through 5,/2) Fort iuudﬁ:gllzl g .flt][;m!tir; Complex
7 pm. Beoward Center 9am. o2 pm.
55,/pessan for 3 hoards Info.: 954-4620222 Info.; 954-876-4580
LISA Diwing Intermational Geond Pri l

Jnzz on the Squore
7 The Yillage Grillz
Commescial Bld. & ATA

8

RINGD
Seuthpaint's North Lounge
(3400 Golt Ocean Or)

7 p.m.
55 /person for 3 boords

Artists in Bloom Exhibifion & Sale
(Theowgh 5,15}
Fairchild Tropicol Goeden
%:30 1o 4:30 p.m.

I, - www foiechildgorden. arg

Bom. fo 7 pm
Info.: 954-467-8179 Tpm. I
BINGD
Sauthpaint’s North Lounge e '
(3400 gm Ocoon D) “”“pl:ﬁnﬁfgﬂg rE Sobg
oy 9:30 10 4:30 p.m.
sl el Iofo.- 9544732955
2nd on 2nd Thursdoys Block Party Jazz on the Square Lars (s Wine & Food Festival
1 200 Block SW 2nd Street 1 4 The Village Grille 1 Lizs Olos Boulevard
5109 p.m, Commerciol Eh.~[| EA1A T pum. o 10 p.m.
Info.: 954- Iil&ﬂ 1 5-1 | 7 p.m Info.; 954-524-4657

Ballst Gala - Arts Boflet Theate
Beoward Center
Infi;: 954-442-0777

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

TaxFree Investing; It's Not What You Make,
It's What You Keep [Edward Jones)

Galt Mile Reading Room, 2 p.m

Info.; 954-493-8651

Downmwn De|rc:~_,= Beach Craff Festival
201 Wast Atlanfic Avenue, Delray, |

Info.: 954-472-3755

Oam toSpm

Moonlight, Seaturtles, & You
Museum of Discovery & Science, 9 p.m. lo | a.m
|nfei: 9547130930

Burger Balile
The lawn on las Olas, Riverside Hotel, 5:30 10 B p.m.

Info.: 954-468-1201]

F1. louderdale Fall Home Design & Remodeling Show
r. ward C':" I"'I'.,. :..

Infa;; 888-353-3976

SQnvenion :_."l'

Carole King/James Taylor: Troubadour Reunion
BankAfiantic
Tie.: wowewr. bankatl

Cener

nticcenlercom

Dig The Beach Volleyball Series
South Beoch Park, 7 a.m. 10 8 p.m

Info.: 561-241-380

July 4th Family Celebration and Fireworks Show
Fort Louderdale Beach, 9 1o 9:30 p.m.

Into.; 954-396-3622

APRIL 24 - 25, 2010
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A Busy Week..._Continued

He said that his office was llooded with thousands of emails and letters
aftesling to the terrible strain on homeowners and characterizing this
additional obligation as unnecessary and unconscionable,

leraci, Berkowitz and Berger concentrated on explaining the environ-
ment in which unit owners were currently struggling to survive, impress-
ing on the Governor the lorge percentage of retirees living on fixed
incomes that were often paying maintenance charges and property
taxes af the expense of medications and/or physical therapy. No
longer able to survive on Social Securil‘(, pension or 401k plan in-
come, elderly residents are rapidly depleting reverse mortgage oc-
counts to buy food and pay FP&L kills. Berger repeated a query she
shared with CAN members a few weeks earlier, asking the Governer
“Is it preferable to live in @ concrete block building without sprinklers
or live under a bridge?”

leraci exploined that since associations were keenly aware of the large
number of members that were fighting monthly battles to make ends
meet, they were postponing all Euf the least expensive assessments,
heping to aveid a disastrous fiscal chain reaction that could easily
drop them into bankruptcy. He estimated that “10 to 15% of our unit
owners would be forced out by a sprinkler retrofit, and that's only be-
cause Galt Mile associations are in relatively good shape compared to
most associafions around the state.” leraci continued “The remaining
owners would then be assessed the resulting shartfall, pushing out an-
other 10%." Berkowitz described a dilemma that currently confronts
every association board “If 30% to 40% of the units become non-con-
tributory, who is supposed to pay these huge assessments? Since banks
won't finance associations plagued by sizable numbers of foreclosures
or otherwise noncontributing units, these threatened payouts will force
many associations into dissolution.”

Berger raised the “Towering Inferno” scare tactics used by the sprinkler
associalions to intimidate lowmakers. leraci told the Governar, "In 50
years, the Galt Mile has had several fires of note. One was on the roof
of a building, another was started by o defective elecirical bus and
two were caused by lunatics trying to cook illegal drugs. They were dll
extinguished within minutes.” Berkowitz uddec?”F"lucing sprinkler

heads in unit foyers and common areas of high rise concrete black
buildings was never intended for extinguishing fires. It was only con-
ceived to provide o moderately safe egress in buildings with inade-
qll_.l!ule detection capabilities and insufficient compartmentation
characteristics. These conditions don't exist in the codecompliant con-
crete block structures facing expensive partial sprinkler retrofits - such
as those along the Galt Mile.” Quoting Representative Bogdanoff,
leraci informed the Governor "In the past 30 years, not one fire-related
injury |'5'| Florida would have been prevented by complionce with this
statute.”

Further addressing the thecretical life safety value of the statutory “Min-
imum Alternative ?ife Safety System,” Berkowitz reminded the Gover-
nor about the results of the Sprinkler Retrofit Report mandated when he
vetoed the retrofit relief in last year's Senate Bill 714. Governor Crist
asked the Department of Business and Professional Regulation |DBPR)
to investigate any insurance benefits that would accrue to associations
tor complying with the sprinkler statute, Sprinkler associations had re-
peatedly pointed fo insurance premium reductions as the only reliable
measure of a safety benefit. Aher assessing the statute’s life safety ben-
efit, the insurance industry (I50) declared Etll'le mandated partial sprin-
kler retrofit unworthy of any premium reduction - clearly contradicting
claims 1o the contrary repeatedly made by Sprinkler Association
spokespersons. “Former Depuly Insurance Commissioner Lisa Miller
also confirmed that building;s retrofitted with the statutory ‘Minimum Al
ternative Life Sufelr System’ would receive the same rating as buildings
without any sprinklers,” soid Berkowitz. In addition to the absence of a
rated life safety benefit, the threat of false alorms and system malfunc-
tions would increase the association'’s vulnerability to significant water
damage, driving up insurance costs.

Finally, the discussion turned to the statule’s legal basis, Every state in
the country roots ils fire r!:revanrinn regulations in the Natianal Fire Pro-
tection Association’s [NFPA] Life Safety Code. The Florida Fire Preven-

tion Code is also based on this universally respected set of guidelines.
Mot surprisingly, sprinkler association |ﬂbt: ists bosed their marketing
campaign for rze statute on the fact that 49 other states can't be
wrong, Of course, they are correct, Berger, an activist attorney with im-
peccable credentials as an expert in association law, asked the Gover-
nor if he was aware that when every other state incorporated the life
safety code provisions into State law, they exempted existing structures
from retrofit compliance. The Governor did a double take and asked
“Is that true?” Berger responded “Florida is the only State in the union
that didn’t grandiather compliance for existing high rise buildings
when the statute was implemented.” She went on to describe how
refrofit lobbyists showered lawmakers with documentation exclaiming
the importance of following the lead of cur sister states, although omit-
ting this minor detail. Why? Evidanll% the Florida Fire Sprinkler indus-
try wasn't safisfied by the prospect of installing thousands of systems in
nhe'-v I:g;{iidings. They refused to leave $billions in refrofit business on
the table.

Berger then swk& to what she framed as the heart of this issue, self
governance., While lowmakers are responsible for insuring a safe and
secure public domain, the constitution and Florida law transkers that re-
sponsibility to homeowners within the confines of their homes. Florida
law also recognizes home rule For unit owners in common interest com-
munities. Homeowners who will have to live with and pay for these de-
cisions are better equipped to make them than lobbyists looking for a

roduction bonus or poorly informed and often conflicted lawmakers.
E}r confirming that homeowners should be allowed to decide for them-
selves what measures are necessary o insure safety within their own
homes, Berger concluded “the retrofit relief bills will absolve public offi-
cials of any consequences that result from those decisions.”

The Governor exclaimed that he was considering the retrofit relief leg-
islation favorably. He also said that his office would continue to moni-
tor the correspondences of concerned homeowners. As the meeting
ended, Donna Berger asked the Governor if he would explain an un-
usual event that occurred the previous week. It was reported that he
had mentioned at a news briefing in Tallshassee that ﬁe might veto the
legislation again. Curious uboui'ﬁia reason for commenting on legisla-
tion before it was octed upon by the legislature, Berger usﬂed Crist
about the incident. Crist explained that at some point during a general
press briefing, he simply stated that lives were more impartant than
maoney. A reporfer took the liberty of interprefing his remark as a threat
to veto the bill. He assured us that the report was baseless.

Alter thanking the Governor for his time and attention, he returned the
compliment and promised to make the right decision. While heading
for the exit, Governor Crist asked if we could arrange another town
hall style meeting aof the Beach Community Center, similar to the one
wherein he announced the demise of Calypso. leraci told the Governor
that we would be delighted to provide an appropriate forum wherein
he could “make the right decision,”

While the meeting’s outcome exceeded our expectations, the governor
made clear his infention to confinue monitaring unit owner temperment,
To offset the unrelenting pressure applied by the sprinkler associations,
it is imperative that the governor continue fo receive emails, faxes, and
letiers ﬁom associolion unit owners—that's us. Contact info.; Governor
Charlie Crist, 400 5, Monroe 5t., Talahassee, FL 32399: Phone: 850-
488-7146; Fax: B50-487-0801; Email: Charlie. Crist@myflorida.come

|
“Florida is the only State in the
union that didn’t grandfather
compliance for existing high rise
buildings when the statute was
implemented”
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REPRESENTATIVE ELLYN BOGDANOFF'S
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Salesman was originally organized in 2005 and publically exploded four years later. Into the ation grinder {and/or
worse) went former Deerfield Beach Mayor Al Capellini, Broward fnmnﬂ’;ﬁmr Stacy H’:Tmmh&y Russ Klenet),
Florida Medical Association PAC fundroiser Dr. Alon D. Mendelsohn ond Master of the Universe attorney Scott Rothstein.
FBI regional chief John Gillies, with 500 agents between .t'%‘lﬁs.' ond Fort Pierce, warned that there is move to come,
stating “We have a mumber of investigations ongoing. and like all of our coses, well go where the evidence tokes us.”

Su the perception of an ethics task force empanelled in response to the second Broward voter oufcry
o 'j,mn:m;hmw 16 entertainment to the Broward Commission’s final oppertunity to impact the rules
governing their behavior. In their frenetic drive to sell papers and internet hits, the locol media ultimately provided the
impetus for Broward public officials to support an ethics code. When meticulously detailed articles describing fraud,

bribery, payoffs and ponzi schemes were duplicated in arrest warrants, pre-triol arraignments and prosecutorial cose logs,

they moved fo page one.

On Fe 19th, the 27-page Breward ethics code wos finalized. An inspector general with the power to seek fines of
up to 55,000 and refer coses to stote ond federal prosecutors would enforee the new rules. The LG.'s office would have
subpoena power, take testimony under oath from witnesses and investigate any reasonable suspicion of misconduct, The
wlurwm.‘wmﬂma a four-year term once appointed by o five-member panel of fegal and low enforcement offi-
ials, To stem conflicted assignments of lucrative county controcts, instead of Commissioners serving on committees that
evaluate bids and select contractors for county projects, professional stoff committees will make recommendations for ap-

* For decales, Broward politcs has been awash  Provol by the commission,

in ethies violations. A Broward Commissioner :

i A few days later, on February 23rd, o controversy surfaced over protecting the new rules from any self-serving soften-
Lﬂdﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ;:wr f::: Zu:;m ing by the County Commission. Commissioner Suzonne Gunzburger moved fo draw up a ballot issve enabling the elec-
boad's amploy another Comeioner woshed 107 1o place the ethcsroes in the ounty charter, immizing them to Comission manipelation. Whie some

5 chﬁ ;N d mm 7 cominissioners expressed an interest in expanding the rules to cover county ﬂ:.zhrees, the schoel district, constitutional
wg : s ‘;':: od fo [ €2 bill 2 .’:M officers and other focal governments, others are against answering to any ethics regulations, much less o charter based

contracts to her hushand's client, 3 others acty- code that could only be oltered by Broward voters.

ally declared llegal gits. The State Attormey’s o _— S
laimed protect fiscal turf crodiing some of the more egregious high profile ethical violations of late, Commis-
ﬁ“ o irm 'ﬂ w:”mkvm:ﬁﬁ’ sioner John giuds.'mm disparaged the Fthics Commission for seeking to prevent conflicts of interest when handing out fo-
; ‘i':]lfw ted, th E; :‘ iy crative county contracts, contending that their premise was baseless ond should be revisited. He also accused task force
0 10 oot o code of ethics. As the  Members of exceeding their mandate, exclaiming “I actually found that offensive or found that they didn’t really under-
e eod. The Broword Boord of Gt 0% stand their charge as a bourd, that they were way outside the boundaries of what they were charged o do and so |
-“f"'?pnmmd: sed-eisitalpropt dgm_ think we need to sit down ond have a real frank discussion at some point.” To defuse f!{ehwydwydimwﬂanph-
Eﬁ”:ﬁ’?mg o s-e:mn‘ ':wﬁ vole for ions, Mayor Ken Keechl - an ethics code supporter - promised fo convene a workshop to review the concerns raised by

ethics reform. Enter — the FBI, commissioners.

In Tallahossee, the Broward Legislative Delegation agreed that Fort Louderdale Republican Ellyn Bogdanoff and Coral
"”F""’“";ff‘;"nd' E%mw:h ";'"F iy Springs Democrat Ari Porth would file the legislative basis for asking Broward voters to deanﬁn whether an inspector
d{!“h” ;""5 dewlml e ‘:w ;_, i &d’: ! ".“I,md."’ _'9 O general should look into comploints of waste, mismanagement ond abuse g&pubﬁt officials. If violations were discov-
Ignﬂe':'m ezﬁyh:e:ed selfdoterest 1o ,' ered, the inspector general would refer the cose to the state attorney’s office. House Bill 1425, which provides for the
enforcement, A few high profile fake- dnﬂ:"ﬂ” or General's functions, authority, & powers - as rec bg the Broward Ethics Commission Fd'npprm"ed' by
o bl nalba Formar Schoal Racid mambir the Broward Board of County Commissioners - was filed on February 26th and 15t read on the session’s opening day,
Be WH}'J ollng. ted for two ostensi-  Morch Znd. When the bill was referred to the Military & Local Affairs Policy Committee and the Economic Development &
mme y :1:5 A k‘:r'-:‘anv{' Community Affairs Policy Council for review on March 10th, Democrat Representative James Waldman from Coconut

g m.f '-wﬁﬁﬁnf basketball size Comal s v, pcceciy bugelarcl ot g fhe bl fox e gai:

breadcrombs eminently discernible to o sightless 00 00 initialy insisted on

5 . assigning the job to the County Auditor or state attorney Michael Satz, an eerie fion
;h.'wnm '.,:u;;' State Mrrﬂib‘:‘x::ﬂik?‘ since Michael Satz sat idly by wﬁ Tbaq County imploded. Waldman admonished that b’}r using assels already in ploce, his

ani‘ d:h" i s s eai o y -'::Ta recommendation would save money. Since Saiz attributed his not having pwrﬁmdh the recent ethics investigations to
:'F Hen;s ;Hh; nr‘ g anyoue ﬁsgrm e'gf o'.: funding deficiencies, Waldman odmitted that his alternative would require additional funding to the State Attorney’s of-

vrongdoing. In exchange for federal sentencing fice, raising questions obout any expected savings.

help, particpated in o series of sting 00~ . 40 110 County Auditor, @ few days later Waldman announced “[Voters] want to fight corrupti i

'Gﬂml : ruption, they are not loaking

erations Fiat futlened fhe Federal case portioi. o another avaitor” When probed, Waldman revealed that his priwery concern s with Bogdare s pry ofetion
orable F'E” a et Ranting on top of his voice, he called her bill “garbage” and charged that she was pushing her “political ambitions” as a

ﬂmf’:;nﬁsmny Josephus fgﬁlg:i‘g:‘mﬁﬂ candidate fu.-‘_.-'eff Arwnrai’s Senate seal. He characterized several “typos™ in the bill as evidence of o “R taclic
got two and a half years for money loundering. of pushing things through. epublican

: i : Bogdanoff responded by characterizing Waldman as “adversarial” and “high maintenance.” Suggesting a rationale for
m"ﬁ " dﬂ"#”u sﬁw::;f have m’mm Waldmen's enigmatic behavior, she subsequently told reporters “While the public doesn’t view corruplion os o partisan
heads i ;‘::i'”m ’P"';: ot mf Issue, sodly, Representative Jim Woldman turned lost week’s meeting into a circos by lounching boseless partison at-

ca ming Ifs repulation s one of ke He attempted to derail the anti-corruption propesal and appeared to be complaining at the behest of two lobbyists

;t':m? A T a’:bﬂtrgrmwg ; working directly for two Broward County commissioners sitting in the room.”

where Palm Beach County Commissioners Tony S
Mosilotti, Warren Hﬂweﬁ’md'ﬂ!ﬂr McCarty Confinued on page 22
were sent to the slammer on public corruption

charges. The sting that netted Gollogher, Eqgel-
letion and Miramar City Commissioner Fitzroy
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Bogdanaff... Cantinued

Likening the meeting to “a partisan food fight”, o Sun Sentine! editoriol confirmed
that the conflict targeted Bogdanoff's Republican credentials. It opined “Particularly
uncalled for was state Rep. Jomes “fim* Waldmon, D-Coconut Creek, whose accsa-
tions that Bogdanoff is using the bill for political gain was out of touch.” Senior Edi-
torial Writer Douglas C. Lyons said “It was regrettable that last week’s Broward
legislative delegation session on Bogdanoff's bill fo create an inspector general took
on a partisan tone.” Lyons hoped that Weldman’s anti-Republican rhetoric wooldn't
underming the wishes of Broward voters, who waited patiently for eight years fo
achieve reform. As svch, he asks Bogdanoff to rise above this contraversy for the
benefit of all County residents. In the following message to constitvents, she in-
cludes o general description of the incident in her legisfative update. Read on... -

[editor]*
Broward Ethics Bill
Dear Meighbors:

There are many things that | can write about this month. As | write
this, we are in our second week of Session and the State of Florida is
facing @ 3.2 billien dallar shortfall. | am the Chair of the Finance
and ]E-:!:lx Council and since we will not raise taxes or fees to Fill the
budget hole, | am charged with funding the right projects to promote
jobs throughout the state. Only rhmugﬁ economic development will
our state recover financiolly. However, | feel compelled to address
what weighs heavy on the minds of many residents in Broward
County - the recent headlines on public corruption.

It is a challenge being an elected official today. With the difficult job
we face at home unn?in Tallahassee in such challenging economic
times, losing the public's trust makes that job much maore difficult.
Throughout my years working in the political process, | have re-

arded virtually all elected D?ﬁc]ﬂh as hord working, dedicated pub-
ﬁc servants. |t is distressing to me to pick up a newspaper and see
nEv[vs about a public official or their family doing something question-
able.

The perception of misconduct undermines public confidence and pre-

vents government from operating efficiently and effectively.
It only took a few high profile cases to shake the Faith that
the public has in our system.

The Broward Delegation was approached by members of

the Broward County Ethics Commission lo create a lecal OF

fice of Inspector General to combat public corruption. The

office will be similar to what Miami-Dade implemented and

what the Commission in Palm Beach is implementing this

Kem. | agreed to sponsor the legislation as | recognized
ow impaortant it was to challenge the stalus quo.

Although we have Auditors in most enfities, the Auditor
works for each governing entity with litle or no independ-
ence. The Inspector General is an independent officer that
will investigate and deter misconduct by governmental offi-
cials and employees, vendars, and governmentfunded enti-
ties. The organization's independence will ensure that no
interference or influence adversely affects the objectivity of
the office. | believe this extra set of eyes will promote trans-
parency and honesty in government, and go a long way fo
rebuilding the public’s frust in our political system.

Is there a cost? You bet: but, without a doubt, the cost to so-
ciety when our elected officials betray our trust is much
greater. Working this legislation has Zeen no easy fask.
There are mme?e islators in our delegation and elected
leaders at home who do not 5uppﬂrre;ﬂi5 concept. | believe
we are respunding to the voters They want ethics reform
and in the end, want to be assured that there is a watchdog.
It is the least we can do considering the latest events in our
community,

This is mmelhinj that our local political leaders have put off
far too long and we must do everything possible to restore
the public’s trust and confidence.

Until next time,

Ellyn Bogdanoff, District $1
Florida House of Represeniatives

FYI: To keep abreast of Representative Ellyn Banwuff’s progress in
Tollahassee, email her at ﬂ:@eﬂﬂbmmo com or
Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.gov OR call (954) 762-3757 to reach
ber focally (1421 South Andrews Avenve, Fort Lovderdale, FL 33318) or
call her in Tallahassee at (850) 488-0635. You con otherwise read
Ellyn’s constituent updates on the Galt Mile Community Association web
site (www.goltmile.com), — [editor]*

- B
Former Beoward Commissiones Josephus Egnellation ofter sentending.
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The UPS Store Bayview The UPS Store Gateway The UPS Store The UPS Store Miami /0
2805 E. Dak. Park 1007 N Fedeal Hwy. Hollywood 19821 NW. 2nd Ave.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL Ft. Lauderdale, FL 4302 Hollywood Blvd. Miami Gardens, FL OFF
33306 33304 Hollwyood, FL 33021 33169

(Oakland & Bayview)  (Sunrise & Federal) (just w. of Pres. Cir.) (441 & lves Dairy) PACKING SERVICE

Tel: 954-568-1990 Tel: 954-764-6245 Tel: 954-963-8558 Tel: 305-653-4700
1-ups-ez-pickup 1-ups-ez-pickup 1-ups-ez-pickup 1-ups-ez-pickup
www.florida-ups.com  www.florida-ups.com  www.florida-ups.com www.florida-ups.com
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