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experience The
Court at Palm Aire

lifestyle, including daily

THE COURT AT PALM AIRE chef-prepared meals,

e restaurant-style dining
FIVESTAR%ENIDR LIVING, INC. and delectable desserts

37 % - AP, 1 ’ ki
2701 N. Course Drive, Pompano Beach, FL 33069 fmm our own
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A Five Star Independent, Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Community ki Y ﬂ
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And there’s more... 2 Bedroom Apartments now at 1 Bedroom Prices!

As low as $2,650 per month for a limited time on select units.



Get your mail here. And a whole lot more.

We give you a real street address... and real service.

Want a real street address for your business—not a P.O. Box number?
Don’t you worry about a thing. Move up to a mailbox at The UPS Store:
You’ll discover our mailboxes work as hard as you do, with:

« 24-hour access’

- Secure mail holding and forwarding™

- Package acceptance from all carriers (no waiting or missed deliveries)
» Call-in MailCheck”and more!

We’re right in your neighborhood. So stop in and ask for details.

MONTHS % 1 5% 1 O%
FR{EE&M UPS'OSII:-I'I:P_PING PACKING SERVICE = -

The UPS Store & The UPS Store & The UPS Store & The UPS Store W

The UPS Store

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
Group 24

= Soref JCC, Board Member = Juvenile Detention Center
= Broward Childrens Center Advisory Board Chairperson
Board Member = 20 Years Court Room Experience

www.LevinefordJudge.com

Political advertisement pald for and approved by Olga Levine, Non-Partisan for Circuit Court Judge, Group 24,
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» General Coniracting
s Residential, Commercial, Industrial
* MNew Home Construction
» Complete Remodeling Services
KITCHENS
BATHS
REPAIRS
ETC..
* State Certified & Insured: CGC 1516236

“WE BUILD YOUR IDEAS®”
For a FREE Estimate, Call:

954-825-7535

You don't have to he
an Einstein to know
who provides the
hest home care

V Xm!m‘a ' (hatce fn .J'J"ﬂmrma?
rﬁm At alm:u

Emergency Response
Up to 24 Hour Care
Assistance in Hygiene
Meal Preparation
Light Housekeeping
Errands/Shopping
Respite Care for Families
In-Home Fall Prevention
Select Your Caregivers

Nursing facilities aren't the only option for care.
Visiting Angels. in-home care allows your
parents to continue living in their home while
receiving experienced, quality assistance with the

activities of daily living.

954-462-1233

wwiwLvisitingangels.com/iortlauderdale NR 30211267
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THE BILL & THE GAUNITLET

By Eric Berkowitz

judicially suspect decision served notice on cash-strap

When the legislature sends a successhul bill to the Governor, he has
15 days to sign, veto or ignore it, in which case, the bill is enacted
into law - as it it were signed. After Senate Bill 1196 - the omnibus
association bill - was sent to the Governor's desk on May 17th, sup-
rters spent each of the next 15 days agonizing over whether the
Eﬁl would survive for ancther 24 hours. &ven the fate of its two
prior incarnations, the best they could hope for was that it would re-
main undisturbed on the Gevernor’s desk. At the June 13t deadline,
he surprised and delighted proponents when he demonsirated ac-
tive support for the biﬁ's provisions by signing it instead of enactin
it passively. After all, the bill intensified an agenda that had already
prumpTEd hwo guhernuforiu| wvetoes.

The legislation’s passage has all the trappings of a Hollywood feel-
good epic. To survive, the Bill had to circumvent significant obsta-
cles erected by many of the State’s most formidable lobbies. For the
first time in over a decade, contraversial Assaciation legislation did-
n't self-destruct in deference to directives handed down by special
interests.

Florida law required foreclosing lenders to pay associations six
months of past due assessments or ane percent of the original mort-
gage debt [whichever is |E=55L. Refusingl to acknowledge any obliga-
fion whatsoever, the bank lobby formulated a 3-part strategy to
legally avoid compliance with the statute. Although they regularly
ro?lsd out legislation designed to reverse or at least ogf{lscme the
existing statutory obligation, their bills consistently failed because
lawmakers feared being publically roasted for coddling the indus-
trial progeniter of the State’s current economic plight.

The second leg of their assessment-dodging sirategy exploits a statu-
tory loophole. By avoiding the final stage in the foreclosure process
- assuming fitle fo the property - they could also aveid triggering
their statutory obligation. In January, Florida Bankers Assaciation
President Alex Sanchez admitted, “These cases are stuck in legal
limbo because banks don’t want to push foreclosures. 've seen
cases where nothing is done. The lenders don't want these homes
Euct. They know they have to pay assessments once they take them
ock.”

When a 2009 Miami Court decision characterized this subterfuge
as unfair and ordered the U.5. Bank National Association to start
?nying a condo association their $939.56 monthly maintenance
ee, the bank wallzed into the Third District Court of Appeal for
Miami-Dade where the ruling was reversed. In its opinion, the a
pellate Court made the cynical observation that “in its quest o do
equity, a court cannot frammel the legal rights of the parties.” This

d Asso-
ciations - they would have to face off with the banks” 600 pound
lebbying gerilla in Tallahassee.

Segue to part 3 of the Bank Industry strategy. For years, when-
ever | isﬁ:ﬂion seeking lo close the gaping liakility loophole or
expan the statutory cop accrued momentum, a bank industry
spokesperson would quietly whisper to lawmakers, “IF it passes,
no more conde mortgages,” - and the bill would disappear
overnight. In 2009, nine bills were filed that expanded the statu-
tory cap and/or affixed time limits to the assumption of title.
When General Counsel J. Thomas Cardwell of the Florida
Bankers Association announced “These bills could severely dam-
age the ability to obtain financing on condos, and because of
that, would do much more dumu‘ge to condos and condo associ-
ations than ihey would do gcmd the |eg|'sh:|li1.re |Eﬂders|1ip un-
abashedly announced that any bill increasing lenders’ costs
wouldn't survive [Cardwell changed hats a few months later and
is currently Commissioner for the Office of Financial Regulation).
The bm‘tking im:|us!'r1}|.|I has been buyin |Egi5h::|ﬁve access for
decades. Without breaking a sweat, ﬁwey’ve managed to curtail
any bill perceived as onerous to their member lenders.

Comparable leverage applied by the insurance and fire sufeg
industries elicited similar results, either on the floor or in the Gow-
ernor’s office. After Hurricane Andrew, many insurance compa-
nies were ThDrnugH decimated while others faced imminent
financial collapse. E);ercisin a survival instinct, carriers ex-

anded the functionality of their Trade Organization, morphing
it from @ marketing vehicle into @ war council. Highly competi-
tive carriers with cbsessively covert corporate poﬁc]es were sud-
denly comrades-in-arms. Instead of merely extolling the virtues of
insurance to prospective clients, the frade organization became
ground zero for a statewide political 5Trarac-F)zn Spontaneously re-
acting to the serial hurricanes of 2004 and 2005, they suc-
ceeded in unraveling decades of ﬁroreclive regulations by
unifying behind a threat to leave the State.

Alter the indusiry negotiated a huge 2007 rote increase in ex-
change for tying future rates to costs, Senate Hearings in 2008
uncovered a scam in which Allstate and other major carriers ap-
plied for enormous rate hikes based upon fraudulent data that
was reverse engineered by affiliated and subsidiary Hurricane
Modeling Companies. Although caught red-hundec]i they re-
fused to release subpoenced evidentiary documentation, arro-
8unll-,r thumbing their nose at Jeff Atwater's Senate Insurance

ommittee and |nsurance Commissioner Kevin McCarty.

Continued on poge 7
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o BROWARD MAYOR

KEN KEECHL'S NEWSLETTER

* For the first time in Florida history, a
Broward County Mayor has been con-
fronted by the effects of an oil spill that
originated in the Gulf of Mexico and
smy%:\;n log current through the Florida
Straits to threaten the State’s eost coast. Mayor Keechl’s grimary responsibility is
to defend the county’s 23 miles of beach from o rospective tar ball assault, When
Govenor Charlie Crist included Broward in the two dozen Florida counties for
which he declored o state of emergency on May 20th, the Mayor was burdened
by a second wprecedented dilemma.

Envirmmentol defenses against fossil fuel onsloughts are mostly theoretical strategies
sketched out by ol companies auplying for drilling permits. To allay the concerns of odja-
cent jurisdictions, licensing authorities requireqpplicants fo formulate o mitigotion plan co-
palde of stabilizing any hazard considered in their Environmental lmpoct Statement. As
underscord by the post-firestorm chaos surrounding the semi-submersible Deepwater
Horizon mobile offshore drilling vnit (MODU) owned by Transoceon Lid. ond leased to
British Petroleum, these mitigation plns arent worth the paper they ‘e writen on.

As the 35,000 to 60,000 dady barrels spewing from the nation’s largest ever offshore
oil spill ggproadhed Bro w ard Gonty, Keedhl reached out to his fellow coastal Mayors, met
with every Federal and State agency with a dog in this fight and placed every State and
Countypolitical asset in Washington D.C. on emergency standby. Fortunately, Browand
County is home to many of the world's leading academic and commercial institutions for

oceanography and marine engineering.

Drawing on the collective skills of Emergency Monagement Director Chuck Lonza, Port
Everfodes Deputy Director Glenn Wiltshire, bech technicions Eric Myers and Steve Hig-
gins and Tourism Czar Nicki Grossman, the Mayor empanelled an “Oil Sglf Working

G roup”™ and dharged them with delivering o realistic environmentol defenseplan. To od-
dress o spectrum of unknown contingencies, this impressive lineup of “in-house™ talent
devekped o flexible tar ball response strofeqy. An unavoidable consequence of fanker
traflc, tar balls have been washing up on the beach for years. They are the final stoge of
o weathering process that morpls lquid fossil foels into crusty lomps with sticky interiors
ranging in size from less than an inch to o few inches in diameter, not unlike toasted
marshmallows,

By declaring o state of emergency in Bro ward the Governor enabled the County’s n!;p
bility for federal reimbursement funding and small business loans, o critical element for
any recoverystrategy. Unfatonately, it also inflamed suspidons that Browand’s status
as a coastal paradise had been compomised. If vacationers worldwide question whether
Browand’s beaches con deliver o dream getaway, the fiscal fmpoct will tm‘usrmﬁt
Tourism director Nicki Grossman foretold daily losses of 510 million for the county’s
hotel, boating and fishing businesses. Summarizing the risk, Grossmaon projected “About
one-thirdofthe business we do every day we would lose because the beaches would be
unavaiable for recrational purposes, ” Her estimate exclyded enormous incremental
losses by restaurants, service providers and shops.

Keech! is aggressively campaigning to counter percegtions that the beaches have been - or
will be - tainted. In oddition to assuring fravel indusiry reprsentatives that Broward
dodged o bullet, he posted a web page on the County web site entitled “Oll Spil News”.
Along with the stondard marketing palaver (23 miles of award-winning, Blve Wave
beaches etc), the site provides links to anupdated “{wenrﬂedw y Map”, a beoch sta-
tus repart, fishing information, o relevant FAQ for Visitors and finks fo Live Web Coms at
the beadhes, Emulating FOR's Fireside chats, the Mayor’s June Newsletter effectively
wses phin talk and simple focts to defuse constitvent concerns about evolving events, See
for yourself... read on — [editor]”

“The Deepwater Horizon Qil Spill:
Being Prepared is the Best Response”
By Beow o s County Mayor Ken Beechl, District 4 Commissioner

When you elected me to be your BrowardCounty Commissioner in
Movember of 2006, | knew there were many issues facing Broward.
Neverheless, the possibility of an oil sPill in the Gulf of Mexico being
brought into Broward's waters by the “gulf loop” wasn't one of them.

For years, the BrowadCounty Commission has been unanimous in
its opposition to off-shore drilling. In fact, during the last two months
while | was in Washington D.C. and Tallahassee talking to cur law-
makers, | reminded them of our unified opposition to the practice.
Shody therealter, the Deepwater Horizon catastrophe occurred.

As your Brow a rdCounty Commissioner and Mayar, it's my job fo in-
sure that we are ready. Maoke no mistake: we are. | immediately con-
vened o BmwordCounr]y Working Group to monitor the situation
and report to me daily. This Working Group is made up of Broward's
best: emergency management officials, beach specialists and envi-
ronmental experts. You get the idea.

| have reached out to others as well. Within the County, | conveyed a
“workshop” of coastal city mayors to make sure that we are all on
the same page and working together. We are. Outside of the
County, | reached out to the Coast Guard, officials from NOAA, pri-
vate sector contraciors, and our lawmakers in Washington D.C. In
fact, | have personally met with U.5. Senators Bill Nelson and
George LeMieux, and U.5. Representatives Debbie Wasseman
Schultz and Ted Deutch seeking their assistance if necessary. Each of
them has assured me that they are here for Browardif we need them.

So what can we expect here in Browardas a result of the Despwater
Horizon il spill? | wish | had the answer. Because an oil spill in the
%U“: has never been picked up by the gulf loop and traveled along

e east coast of Florida, no one is sure. But the good news is this:
the effect upon Browam if any, will be manageable. It will
appear in Hl?ue form of increased tar ball aclivity, [Yes, we have tar
balls in our waters already.) Broward's goals will be to assist our
coastal cities in any additional clean-up activities, and to keep the tar
balls out of the seaport, inlets, and our infercoastal waterways.
Again, we are praying that this national catastrophe doesn't dfect
Broward. But if it does, we are ready.

I'ue}iﬁoid it before ﬂgd

will say it again. Being your
Broward County Commissioner
is never bcrn'ng. Thank you for
the honor. And, as always, my |
best to you and your families. ~ |

Broward County Commissioner |
and Mayer Ken Keechl

954 357 7004
www.broward .org/kkeechle

Remember Calypsa? BP pramised odjacent beachfront
comemunities that the despwater horizon firestarm
*roud rever hoppen.”
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Gountlet....Confinued

Since then, the industry has kept the legislature hopping from one
foot to the other as lawmakers desperately try to rebuild the Florida
market by appeasing carriers with a history of lying to the state and
ripping off pelicyholders.

While the Fire Safety Indusiry (Sprinkler Associations) has neither
the organizational pedigree nor the political panache to scuttle bills
with the arrogance repeatedly demonstrated E.;' their counterparts
in the bnnking and insurance lobbies, they found an effective lever-
ﬂ%e venue that worked for nearly a decade. After creating high-visi-
bility marketing and lobbying positions for retired Fire Marshals

and employees of the Fire Marshals’ union, they are sent - fully uni-
formed - into the Senaie and Statehouse, distributing sound bite
CDs of mini-Towering Inferno-style clips to passing lawmakers.
While it sounds like a strategy more appropriate to running for stu-
dent council in the eleventh gn:lde, it worked well encugh to gener-
ate the pork barrel sprinkler package of 2002. When TEE tactic no
longer intimidated legislators who overwhelmingly passed relief
bills in 2006 and 2009, the Sprinkler Association lobbyists redi-
rected their pressure to the Governor's office - eliciting two contro-
varsial veloes.

All three of these powerful lobbies were well motivated to align
against the Bill. One of the provisions in SB 1196 doubles a fore-
closing lender’s “statutory cap” from six months of past due assess-
ments/one percent of eriginal morigage debt (whichever is less) to
twelve months post due assessments/one percent of original mort-
gage debt [whichever is less]. When similar provisions were pro-
posed in six of the eight previous legislative sessions, they were
mercilessly stamped out by bank lobbyists. One of the many insur-
ance fixes in SB 1196 reverses a provision that forces every condo
owner to purchase HO-6 unit owner insurance for their homes
(while naming the Association as an additional insured). The Insur-
ance Industry had an enormous stake in retaining this huge block of
customers made captive by statute. Also, alter engineering their
bogus sprinkler mandate in 2002 and subsequently manipulating
two Governors into vetoing unanimously passed and desperately
needed relief, Sprinkler Associations were unable to thwart the
sprinkler retrofit optout provision in SB 1196. Suddenly, the $bil-
lions in expected Industry revenues guaranteed by statute will in-
stead remain in the pockets of unit owners - where it belongs.

Since the legislative dynamic in Tallahassee hasn't undergone some
cothartic sea chunge and |0b|:ryi5!s still command enormous
resources, how did legislation with so many powerful enemies survive o process
ordinarily controlled by the highest bidder?

After Governor Crist vetoed the extremely popular 2009 Associa-
tion Gliteh Bill - SB 714 - the ensving bncklsusﬁ provided many of
the key ingredients required for this year's successful effort. Repre-
sentative Ellyn Bogdanoff sponsored the House version [HB 419) of
last year's iltfurec?Gljtch Bill. While she managed its unanimous
Fnssuge through the Statehouse, the Governor indicated his support
or the Bill. Upon learning about the devious tactics applied by the
Sprinkler Associations in “flipping” the Governor, she had bloed in
her eyes. She committed to taking off the gloves and insuring that
this year's version [HB 5641} wﬂuﬁ:ln'l fall prey to the same "obsta-
cles.” Before redrafting most of the bill's condo and coop provi-
sions, Bogdanoff solicited input from the Governor's staft. While
sponsoring 15 ather bills and co-sponsoring 19 more, she nursed
the emnibus association bill containing the sprinkler retrofit relief
through every hardfought round.

Crist's frustrating veto had a compelling effect on Associations and
unit owners as well. Instead of sending another polite request to
their representatives with a legislative wish list, they decided to take
a page from their opponent's playbook. Although unable to provide
the unlimited campaign funding and marketing resources general
used as legislative currency, they had something equally valuable -
deep reserves of registered voters in key districts throughout the
State. Continued on poge B

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

* SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YEARS oF

ATTORNEY AT IAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Handiing cases in Broward, Dade and Paim Baach Counties from Ft. Lauderdale. The hiring of a
[awyer & a important decision that should not be based solely upon adverSsaments. Balon you
dicide, ask me 1o send you free writien information about my qualifications and experience

Sick and Tired of Feeling
Sick and Tired?

Customized integrated Full Potential
treatment programs can olleviote
your SKmplums by identifying and
treating the underlying cause of poor
health while improving your body's
functioning at the cariulur level.

*We specialize in are Chelation, IV Antioxidants and Bio-ldenficol Hormones™
Call us today to learn about our NATURAL SOLUTIONS for:

* Fatigue

* Heort Disense
* Hormone Imbolances
 Thyroid Problems

* Weight Loss

* Insomnio

* Headaches/Migraines
= Allergies/Asthmo

Free Seminar
Every Wednesdoy @
JPM.

Call ws for
the weekly topics

Mike Bauerschmidt, MD Medicol Director g --;_c‘

your hast haalth
your bast sall

3079 E. Commercial Bivd., Suite 201, Ft. Louderdale, FL 33308

954.306.6497 » www.mbaverschmidimd.com
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SB 1196 is
far from a
cure-all
for
associa-
tions.

Foreclosing
banks
should be
responsible
for every
nickel of

assess-
ments due
on repos-
sessed
units.

Sprinklers...Confinued

The timing was also providential, as most of Tallahassee's upwardly mobile “Masters-olthe-Universe” are cur-
rently embroiled in heated compaigns en route to the next stage in their political ascendency. The math was
simple. The 2 million unit owners alfected by this legislation were more 1ﬁﬂﬂ enough to critically impact every
major race in the State, a fact not lost on the Governor or relevant legislators.

Paolitically active neighborhood associations; homeowners, condominium and cooperative associations; huge
multi-jurisdictional Umbrella Homeowner groups (like the Space Coast Communities Association) and affiliated
civic groups coalesced in support of Senate Bill 1196. Commen Interest Advocacy orEunizurians such as the
Communi? Advocacy MNetwork [CAM) and the Community Association Leadership Lobby (CALL), offshoots of
the powertul Association law firms of Katzman Garlinkel Berger and Becker Poliakolf, provided daily access to
session progress and a broad communications platform that enabled Associations from many statewide juris-
dictions to develop and stage pro-active strategies. They also provided invaluable lobbying copabilities, reach-
ing into in the Statehouse, the Senate and the %overncr's Office. Some of their key leadership personnel, such
as CAN Executive Director Donna Berger, interpreted the legal implications of quickly changing events
throughout the session. Grass roots participants, such as the Galt Mile Community Association, would en-
deavor to keep member associations and their unit owners abreast of and responsive to unfolding events.

The neighborhood associations also engaged local municipal and aounz governments to promote their unit
owners' legislative interests, resulling in supportive Resolutions from the City of Fort Lauderdale, the City of
Naples, the City of Miomi Beach, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, Broward County, Collier County, Miami-Dade
County, Miramar, and many other local forums across the State. While the unified Association response set the
table for this year’s remarkable success, the deciding factor was hundreds of thousands of emails, letters, faxes
and phone calls received by lawmakers and the Governor. Make no mistake — you are the reason why this bill was
signmf into law,

SB 1194 is tar from a cure-all for associations. Foreclosing banks should be responsible for every nickel of as-
sessments due on repossessed units. The financial relief provided to associations for sprinkler installations and
Phase |l Firefighter service for elevators should never have been necessary to begin with. These observations
don’t diminish the unique nature of this 2010 legislative landmark.

When they learned about other bills that would adversly affect their homes, thousands of constituents that con-
tacted lawmakers and the governor to support the retrotit relief bill added these concerns to their
correspondences. The Governor was similarly inundated with objections to Senate Bill 1964, an cutrageous
attempt to immunize Desi?n Professionals from legal redress. Any disastrous consequence resulting from negli-
gence, incompetence, failure to perform or breac% of contract b}a architects, interior designers, |ands.r:upe ar-
chitects, engineers, & surveyors would be legally classified as bad karma and filed under “tough luck”.
Sponsored by a Transportation Engineer in the Statehouse [Stephen Precourt] and an amateur architect in the
Senate [loe Hegronf], while rendering design professionals judgment-proof and treating their work product as
an Act of Ged, the final bills were somehow voted favorably in bath ﬁausea. While the Governor was under-
standably uncomfortable with this legislation, the thousands of negative correspondences received by his office
facilitated o well-deserved velo.

The Governor also scrambled Senate Bill 2044, despite the veiled threats by an army of irate insurance lobby-
ists. Bills drafted by the Insurance Indusiry are ordinarily given wide berth when considered. Senate Banking
and Insurance Chair Garrett 5. Richter’s zundiwork was chock full of expensive regulatory land

mines characterized by Insurance spokespersons as critical for the industry’s wellbeing. They included the right
to bypass current Office of Insurance Regulation [OIR) petition procedures when raising their rates by more
than 10% and the right to aller the terms of a policy upon renewal by inconspicuousl Eﬂ:urying the

phrase "Motice of Cﬁunge in Policy Terms” somewhere in the documents. Payment of the renewal premium
would constitule acceptance of the new terms. It reduced the deadline for filing a claim for hurricane damages
from 5 to 3 years [some Wilma and Katrina claims are still bouncing around the courts).

The bill's most egregious provision would have removed the existing prompt payment requirements by carriers.
Homeowners wF?o purchased “replocement cost” coverage would only receive “actual cash value” tor insur-
ance claims until well after the damaged property was replaced or repaired. If Associations and unit owners
were unable to otherwise finance the repairs, they would be cheated out
of the benefit they paid for in their larger premiums. Although pregreased
by Insurance Puﬁic Relations honchos, the Governor euthanized this tricky
doggie with a June 1st veto,

Hopelully, the inexorable momentum recently achieved by Associations
and unit owners will carry over to next year's session. With the ice bro-
ken, the lender’s statutery cap can be further raised to 2 or 3% and can
se imposed by foreclosing banks. Before Bogdanoff's bill, these were pipe
reams. .

For additional information about Senate Bill 1196, go to the GMCA web-
site [www.galimile.com), click on “issues” in the top navigation bar, and
then click on “Tallahassee-Politics and Parlor Tricks.”

-

Fiic flﬂkawi‘-.?: Pio laroci, Govemor Cns.r,. and
Donno Berger meet in May fo dscuss Bill benefits
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CONSTRUCTION AUDIT

CORRUPT...

OR JUST PLAIN STUPID? o

When former Broward School
Board member Beverly Gal-
|c:gher was charged with oc-
ceging thousands of dellars
in bribes in exchange for
steering school construction
projects to undercover FBI
agenis posing as confractars,
it not only vented o Pandora’s
Box of corruption that sent the
sweat glands of local officials
into overdrive, it brought
focus to one of the largest
sources of taxpayer bloodlet-
ting, the Broward County
Scﬁﬂd Board's Facilities &
Consiruction Management Di-
VISION.

There are literally dozens of
agencies, departments, divi-
sions and bureaus in local
overnment that pmvide fer-
file opportunities for unscrupu-
lous public officials to engage
in theft, fraud, gross incompe-
tence, kickbacks, gn:lH, feath-
erbedding or plain sluEidily_
Why does the School Board's
construction arm play such an
important role in Erowurd's Fi-
nancial debacles? In the
words of Willie Sutton when
asked why he robs banks,
“That's where the money is.”

In view of the economic
downturn and the dec|ining
student population, as of last
year, the capital cutlay in the
School Board's five year Dis-
trict Educational Facilities Plan
[DEFP) covering new construe-
tion, repairs and rehabilito-
tion for 285 schools and
several district office buildings
was roughly $1.3 billion. In
2008, as the building boom
hit the wall, the budget was
$3 billion. While Sc%ool Su-
perintendent Jim MNofter re-
cently exclaimed It was an
economic engine," his con-

struction department
performed more like an
automatic cash machine.

The School Board's Facilities
& Construction Management
Division (F&CM) has been
ground zero for far too many
costly incidents to believe that
ﬂ"IEEE QUHEE are *UE'E& b‘r
chronic incompetence. Scores
of financial irregularities pro-
liferated under the watch of
former construction chief
Michael Garretson. Mot sur-
risingly, as scrutiny by
ederal low enforcement
authorities intensified after last
year's arrests and pressure
mounted to enforce a new
ethics code, Garretsan hit the
road, refiring fo his family
home in 5t %u ustine on Jan-
vary 1, 2010 (and suddenly

passing away a few months

later). Within days of his installation
as actin Depuz Superintendent of
the Facilities & Construction Manage-
ment Division, Tom Lindner ordered a
forensic fiscal review of his division.
Released in two parts, the first seg-
ment surfaced in March and part 2
was completed by the end of April.

On April 30, 2010, an internal audit
of the Broward schoal district’s con-
struction division revealed that it over-
paid $47 millign to build 15
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elementary school cafeterias.
There are, as always, two sides
to this issue. This was by no
means a walk in the park for the
Scheool District’s Facilities & Con-
struction Management Division.
They had to repeatedly viclate
state law, break with standard
construction protocaols at every
apportunity, double the cost to
taxpayers and avoid using com-
munication formats susceptible
to meonitering by law enforce-
ment, In fact, County Attorney
Ed Marko specifically recom-
mended that participants refrain
from texting one another. The
fun started in July of 2006.

In addition to replacing the 15
cafeterias, School officials also
planned to install new air condi-
tiening, drainage and electrical
systems; bus loops; repave walk-
ways, ploygrounds and other
amenities. The elementary
schools scheduled for upgrades
were Bennett, Cypress, Dania,
Deerfield Beach, Hollywood
Hills, Lloyd Estates, Margate,
Meadowbrook, Mirror Lake,
Palmview, Pembroke Pines,
Peters, Tropical, Village and
\Walker.

Continued on poge 10



Schaals.... Confinued
Theggh costs were budgeted at $65 million ($64,774,834) until

the School Board experienced o cathartic revelation. Managing
the exhausting subterfuge required to insure selection of their pre-
ferred vendors proved too stressful for School Board members’
delicate sensibilities. Rather than try to surrepfitiously manipulate
14 high-visibility bidding processes, the School Board decided not
to seek hard bids for the school cafeterios.

After July 25, 2006, district staff switched to a “construction man-
agement at risk” (CM at Risk) selection Erncess, clearing the way
for ambitious board members to select the firms dear to their
hearts - and campaign dEpositﬂriEs. Under this mmhcdolngy, in-
stead of choosing a contractor based on bid price, references, ex-
perience and other bering distractions, the school system hires
outside construction managers to run the project. Short of selecting
a Cali cartel subsidiary, the School B-ourdprnemhers are free to
i'nalr.h available contracts with open entries on their Christmas

ists.

Since the CM at Risk strategy is more appropriate to managing
large and complicated construction projects like hi?,h rise office
bui din%s and commercial complexes, outsourcing high powered
oversight to paste together some school cafeterias is akin to swat-
ting mosquitoes with an elephant gun. These coniracted torpedoes
immediately negotiated an additional $24 million ($24,101,470)
to ostensibly fund personnel and job site expenses. Since salaries
for onsite Project Managers and ch:lb Supervisors represent a tiny
fraction of that incremental infusion, most of the $24 million swells
the bottom line. Although the scope of work hadn't changed, the
board voted to approve an additional $50 million in November,
raising the $65 million budget to $115 million (which grew over
the next three years to $1 3? million).

At the Movember 14, 2006 School Board meeting, Garretson an-
nounced that since a permit was received for the E‘lurgme Elemen-
tary project, it would be replaced by Bennett Elementary in the
guckuge of 14 CM at Risk *prﬂiacls, and immediately put to bid.

y then letting slip “...all of the projects have permits or are close
to having permits...." it became clear that the Margate cafeteria
project was suddenly segregated and subjected to a biddin
Erocess for some other reason. The job was evidently tagged and

agged in preparation for delivery to a svitor. The audit report
stafes that on February 15, 2007, the district posted the bid no-
tice on Onvia DemandStar, a website dedicated to disseminating
information about government contracts. Eighteen of the 350 com-
panies invited to bid on the Margate Elementary School cafeteria
project filled out applications for bid documents.

Two weeks later, the words “BID DATE CHANGE" were added to
the web site, without revealing the actual date. When auditors
contacted bid applicants to ascertain whether they had received
written notice olpr[i:e revised timetable - as required by law — not
one could verify its receipt, underscoring the district's failure to
elicit three prospective bidders — the legal minimum for a hard
bid. While dozens of potential competitors were kept in the dark,
Padula & Wadsworth of Pompano Beach submitted the anly bid
for the job on March @, 2007 - a deadline known only to them -
and was awarded the contract on April 24, 2007 for
$5,200,700 |with change orders, ultimately costing
$5,666,926).

Instead of following standard procedure and rebidding the proj-
ect, the official records were engineered to convey the impression
that the sole bid was actually one of several. In the School Board
meeting agenda, Padula is referred to as the “low bidder” instead
of the "lone bidder," equipping school board members with “plau-
sible deniability” if ever usIE why they didn't demand a rebid-
ding of the $multi-million project — as required by law.
Mevertheless, they were clearly oware that Padula was the sole
bidder since Board member Stephanie Kraft asked Garretson if

uccepggg a single bid was Kosher, to which he inaccurately re-
sponded "Yes!" Auditors disagreed, characterizing the procure-
ment process as amply corrupt to satisfy all three of the “Office of
Inspector General” solicitation phase fraud benchmarks.

The Board's plan to “buffer” the {JFO]ECF wrought a few minor wrin-
kles. To begin with, it was illegal. To avoid costly mid-project
change orders, state law requires the builder to cooperate with
the architect/engineer in designing construction plans. However,
the Schoal Board's plans were completed and approved far in ad-
vance of their decision to outsource oversight. Additionally, none
of the CM at Risk firms selected by the Board provided profes-
sional design services. In short, the firms pulled the architectural
plans off the shelf and rubber stamped them from schoal fo
schoal, occasionally tailoring illfitting elements as needed.

Since violating state law has almost become an eligibility require-
ment for continued employment in Broward government, it is al-
most inconceivable that any consequences will inure to infractions
by the School Board or its construction bureau. However, the fi-
nancial repercussions of their decision to use the CM at Risk con-
struction protocols are far more memorable. Unlike the Margate
Elementary project, wherein change orders totaling $466,226 in-
creased the initial $5,200,700 bid price to $5,666,926, the av-
erage cost for each of the 14 school cafeterias built using the CM
at Risk method instead of o competitive bidding process was a
hefty $8,998,000. According to auditors, each of those projects
cost an average $3.3 million ($3,331,074) mere than the $5.6
million Margate Elementary hard bid cafeteria project. Chief audi-
tor Patrick Reiil} concluded that taxpayers were stung for close to

$47 million ($46,635,036).

En route to uncovering this unconscionable waste of resources, au-
ditors described how the district’s collusive behavior permeated
the entire process, enabling activity ranging from unethical to bla-
tantly illegal. Participants either twisted or ignored statutory re-
guirements and procedural guidelines created to insure fairness
and maximize public resources. Auditors said they found “poten-
tiolly collusive [ffddin practices which often resulted in increased
costs of work.” In addition to illuminating the surreptitious solicita-
tion that tainted the February 2007 Margate cafeteria bidding
process and landed an early Christmas Ear Padula & Wadsworth
Construction, Inc. [who later snatched cafeteria projects at Holly-
wood Hills Elementary and Pembroke Pines Elementary without
having to bid), the audit condemns other contractors for rigging a
bidding process used to select subcontractors.

When Hurricane Wilma stripped the outer skin and thousands of
windows from scores of Fort lauderdale buildings, among them
was the 15-story K.C. Wright Building, which houses the Broward
Board of Education. To replace the eviscerated glass curtain that
sheathed the structure, the building’s owner retained Fort Laud-
erdale-based construction consultant Moss & Associates. Aware
that the School Board burns through construction money like a
drunken sailor, they went the extra mile to ingratiate themselves to
the building’s primary tenants. Mot surprisingly, they subsequently
netted 11 g hool Board construction projects.

: Included in this benanza
_ was a confract fo mod-
% s ernize the Peters Elemen-
T St tary School in Plantation.
AP SETR® The rencovation included
;t 2‘ k2 B4 ; e\, 18,000 SF multi-

| purpese building, v
: gruﬂed elacirical service
§ and site utilities, a fire
| access loop, refention
pond, covered walk-
ways, parking lots and

- ; L [2) new 140-ton chillers.
A 55.6 millian elemantary school cofeterin that cost you $B.%

millian. (ontinued on page 11
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In October 2007, auditars attended an event at the 2101 North
Andrews Avenue Headquarters of Moss & Associates for the pur-
pose of opening supposedly sealed bids sent by subcontractors
competing for a portion of the lucrative Peters Elementary School
construction buffet. After the submission deadline had ofticially
passed and eligible bids were being opened and recorded, audi-
tors watched unsealed proposals continue to roll in by fax. When
the tabulations were completed and parlicipants inquired about
the winning bidder, auditors said they were told that Moss “still
had te selicit more bids and validate thase which had been re-
ceived and fabulated.”

A sealed bidding process supposedly levels the bidders’ playing
field. Bids are deemed eligible if sealed and submitted by a dead-
line, precluding participants from modileing their bids after learn-
ing about their competitors’ proposals. However, the stated
intention of Moss & Associates to entertain bids submitted after the
deadline is an admission that the process is rigged to faver (a)
certain subcontractor(s). The audit states that the process used b
Moss & Associates “represents an unnecessary perception of col-
lusion which is net in rﬁe best interest of the owner and not in
compliance with applicable laws and regulations.”

Although Moss & Associates rebid the project in December 2007,
Company owner Bob L. Moss claimed "l don't believe we did
un}rthir(u)goirnprcrper.“ For the last year, the district has spent
£200,000 on an outside consultant to unravel the financial
records of Moss & Associates, due to concerns about how much
in savings should be credited to the district on the Peters project.

Released in March, the first of Lindner's two internal audits re-
vealed a smorgasbord of financial abuses. In one project invalv-
ing the expansion of bleachers ot Dillard High Schoel in 2007,
improprieties were so egregious that auditors asked school offi-
cials to call on law enforcement to investigate a subcontractor for
“criminal negligence or fraud” after bilking taxpayers out of

$500,000.

Understandably intrigued by mysterious doubling of project costs,
auditors began researching how the price tag for a 2,500-seat
bleacher expansion project mushroomed from $500,000 to more
than $1 million under Garretson's nose. The district hired a Pom-

ano Beach construction outfit called Florida Blacktop Inc., which

ad previously pulled a permit for a related sewer relocation proj-
ect. They also retained o Sunrise firm, Grace & Naeem Uddin
Inc., as general contractor. A subcontractor, Seating Constructors,
USA of Brocksville, Fla., decided to bill the contracter and the dis-
trict, sending duplicale invoices for their work. Grace & Naoeem
also billed the district for the work performed by subcontractor
Seating Constructors. As a result, Seating Constructors was paid
twice — by the district and by the genera?confmclor. Since the dis-
trict had already improperly paid their subcontractar, they stiffed
Grace & Naesem - which is suing the school district and geurin
Constructors over the issue. Although the subcontractor udmineg
that they shouldn’t have been paid twice, they told auvditors that as
soon as they deposited the $540,522.40 check, “the funds were
taken hy achovia Bank to pay iines of credit and the funds were
no longer available.”

Mo invoices are supposed fo be paid without a School Board-ap-
roved Purchase Order. However, a clause in the contract
&.UB.GH stipulated that “The Deputy Superintendent or his de-
signee shall act on behalf of the Owner in all matters pertaining to
this Agreement, and shall approve all Motices to Proceed to the
Contractor and all invoices I1E't:'»r payment fo the Contractor.” This
equipped any of Garretson’s minions with an invaluable cash
withdrawal button, which Seating Constructors repeatedly banged
away on. The auditors concluded that “internal contrals were cir-
cumvented,” allowing Seating Constructors to invoice for wark
also billed by Grace & Naeem. Affirming that “"Controls were in
place, but were not enforced by the School Board Contract Ad-
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ministrator,” auditors revealed that it wasn't simply a mixup, but a
ﬂE-Ecing.

The auditors recommended that the district engage law enforce-
ment authorities to investigate the subcontractor, "as Seating Con-
structors, USA was aware that they were not entitled fo the amount
requested.” However, they couldn’t have pulled off this ripoff with-
out some inside help. A d*slfict project manager, Contract Admin-
istrator Charles Ricks, is singled out in the report as a “commaon
factor” in the payment process “from start to finish.”

In confrast with Garretson's longstanding palicy of burying audit
allegations, denying culpability and disparaging anyone associ-
::r!eet?wilh the audit, Lindner agreed with the cugimrs' recommen-
dation. In his official response, the new schools construction boss
wrote “Confract administration protocals were purposely circum-
vented. Staff intends to refer this issue to appropriate law enforce-
ment for review.”

The audit also identified other instances in which building contrac-
tors proceeded with work at the informal direction of staft and ad-
ministrators, including Garretson, but without School Board
approval. In one case, Pavarini Construction Co. undertook de-

sign work on a 24-room addition at Westglades Middle School
Continued on poge 12
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Schools....Continued

in Parkland in May of 2008, eleven months before obtaining a contract with the district in April of 2009. In Septem-
ber 2008, Project Manager Scolt Hennigar declared the project “of questionable necessity” since Coral Springs Mid-
dle, two miles I1‘r|::rr:|'| Westglades, had 3.'5% empty seats at the time. Anticipating a 34,800 seat surplus by fﬂ] , the
State has since ordered Tﬁe construction-happy School Board and Garretson to cease building new classrooms. Just
prior to the State-imposed construction meratorium, instead of frugally deterring unnecessary and expensive class-
room expansion plans, Garretson urged his staff to get projects put to bid quickly, hoping to aggressively milk the
construction budget until the State pulled the plug.

Ignoring Hennigar's admonition, Garretson recommended that the School Board approve $581,365, or 32% of the
1,805,045 project cost for design fees — instead of the usual 22%. Four days affer the project was considered at the
April 21, 2009 School Board meeting, Pavarini asked for $387,596, two-thirds of the design fee. Although never re-
viewed and approved as compliant by the Design Services Department, the company was improperly paid
$290,683, 58‘% of the design fee. The school system is now trying to recover the $290,683 “erronecusly paid to

Pavarini.”

Another contractor providing design services was overpaid twice by the school district. Although contracted to design
a classroom addition for $203,208 at Seminole Middle School in Plantation, James A, Cummings Construction Inc.
invoiced the district for $225,433.08, receiving an overpayment of $22,225.08. Also, after negotiating a
529,465 deal to design three classroom additions ot Deerfield Beach Middle, Pompano Beach Elementary and Sun-
rise Middle, Cummings banged the district for $608,490.08 and was overpaid $79,025.08. Auditors recommended
that the district recover overpaymenits amounting to $101,250.16 from James A, Cummings Inc.

In a report released last June, auditors discovered that employees working twe jobs within the school system would be
poid overtime based on the higher rate of pay, even if the hours were logged for the secondary, lesser paying posi-
tion. In the March 2010 report, auditors again uncovered a variety of payroll scams, ranging zum employee abuse
of lax oversight to rip-offs organized and autherized by supervisory personnel, includin %urretsun. Tﬁe audit alsa
found that some employees were paid without completing daily attendance sheets, pudged their mileage for reim-
bursement, left vacation and leave request forms unsigned and, instead of eliciting approval from an authorized ad-
ministrator, regularly approved one ancther for overtime or compensatory time.

While many of these abuses are inherent to any G-Dr]y' controlled pl::\,rrcr” environment, auditors uncovered a scam
devised by former Deputy Superintendent of the Facilities & Construction Management Division Michoel Garretson!
The audit report states “A review of the Payroll expenditures of Design Services and Capital Planning and Program-
ming Departments disclosed that an employee from each location was paid for additional hours submitted 9331 day
withu;l}rrequiring pre-approval for each pay period and without documentation of what additional work was as-
'Slgl'IE s

Starting on July 18, 2005, Garretson arranged for the Design Services employee to be credited with an additional
1.5 hours of daily avertime. On April 4 'ZG%B, the overtime hours increased fo 2.0 per day. When Superintendent of
Schools James Notter notified the uyro'il Processor and the employee on June 16, 2809 that there would be no more
overtime, Garretson countermanded his boss’s order two days later, directing the Payroll Processor to continue the
overtime payments “until | say otherwise.” On December 5, 2005, Garretson authorized a similar arrangement for
the Capital zfunning and Programming employee, whose automatic daily overtime jumped from 1.5 hours to between
2 and 2.5 hours on February 6, 2006. Auditors summarize, "During the last two (2] years, one employee was com-
pensated over $43,000 and the other was compensated over $5ﬂ,%ﬂﬂ, in addition to their regular surc:riea."

Throughout his tenure, Superintendent of Schools James Motter ran interference for Garretson. As exemplified in the
recent audit, chronic construction overpayments were orchestrated with alarming regularity, statutory fiscal protections
were breached, paper Irails were doctored and standard construction practices were mercilessly adulterated for the
express purpose of generating inordinately lucrative contracts for builders willing to throw campaign fundraisers and
filter back hard cash through shared lobbyists and political consultants. Whenever auditors offered irrefutable evi-
dence of Garretson's mismanagement or E{mrd decisions that clearly compromised public interests, Notter’s reaction
would rarely exceed a promise “to lock info it.” Commenting on his ex-boss, one Project Manager opined, “Garret-
son saved TEI[E district some money. The problem is...nobaody knows where it is.”

In contrast, members of the district’s watchdeg audit committee view the audit's conclusions as vindication for frustral
ing years of futile complaints that fell on deat ears. Broward Coalition President and oudit committee member Char-
lofte Greenbarg said “This is probably the poster child for what has been going wrong in the facilities department.”
Another committee member, Mary Ferlig, asked "When are people held nccaunioble?W&'re talking millions and mil
lions and millions of dollars.” Although abuses uncovered in the audit amount to almost $75 million in misspent tax-
?nyer dollars, when measured against the broad range of fiscal havee wrr.:-u%h‘r by School Board members and
ormer Deputy Superintendent Michael Garretson, the damage seems negligible.

When the Broward County student population began declining in 2006, instead of adapting construction policy to
the shrinking demeographics, School Board members aggressively ramped up new classroom construction, addin

tens of rhousundsz?mcunt desks to the disfrict inventory over the past three years. If the State hadn't literall orcﬁered
the School Board to knock it off, they would still be grinding out classrooms for imaginary students. The 34,800
emply classroom seals projected for the 2012-2013 schooi;year translates inte 1392 vacant classrooms (using the
25-student class size mandated for Grades 9-12). Since the average cost of a Broward classroom is $250,000, these
guardians of the public trust produced ZERO BENEFIT for a mere 5348 million [an extremely conservative estimate

Continwed on poge 13
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since using the 22-student class size man-
dated for Grades 4-8 would generate
1582 empty classrooms costing $398
million and using the 18-student class
size mandated for Grades Prek-3 would

enerate 1933 empty classrooms costing
i433 million; the average $410 million
loss is probably more realistic).

The usual Required Local Effort (RLE) tax
revenues proved no match for the clinical
efficiency with which the School Board
squandered resources. Empowered to
raise additional funds by selling Certifi-
cates of Participation (COPs) without
voter approval, the School Board booked
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By Eric Berkowitz

On June 7th, an unusual GMCA Presidents Council meefing was
convened at L'Hermitage . Instead of plowing through the planned
agenda, this final assemblage before the summer break was largely
a tribute to Representative Eﬂyn Bogdanoff and the successhul leg-
islative session. In addition to the recent passage of Bogdanoff's
Sprinkler Retrofit Relief Bill (SB 1196); several Eiils that would have
either driven up unit owner costs or savaged their rights were ve-
toed by Governor Crist. Joining Bogdcnnﬁf were Broward Mayor
Ken Keechl and Donna Berger, a managing Pariner at Katzman
Garfinkel Berger — with histerical ties to the Galt Mile Community
Association. An aclivist Association altorney, Berger is the Executive
Director of the Ccmmunimﬂdvocucy Metwork [CAN], an organiza-
tion conceived to further the interests of Community Associations. In
addition fo drafting elements of Bogdanoff's bill, Berger testified an
its behalf before legislative velting committees,

Following a deferential introduction, Ellyn sought to give the ses-
sion's events some historical perspective. She furned back the clock
to early 2009, when she filed House Bill 419. HBE 419 was the
Statehouse version of the illfated Senate Bill 714, the Association
Glitch bill vetoed by Governor Crist, Calling corrective legislation a
“Glitch Bill" implies that some faulty regulation was simply o prod-
vet of human error. More often than not, lobbyists and lawmakers
colluded to suck the blood from an association’s neck.

loaded with o broad spectrum of corrective provisions, the bill
mught to undo expensive, poinﬂess and/or cfumuging reguluﬁcns
[glitches) initially drafted by lobbyists hoping to graze on the fertile
condo market. More importantly, it postponed from 2014 o 2025
the deadline for retrefitting high rise association structures with an
extremely expensive fire sprinkler system. lronically, her failed bill
Eﬁﬂﬂfg 2?r-&t:ur:;n::r to this year's Omnibus Association Bill - Senate
i :

yn Hogdanott

Following the frusirating final chopter of last year’s session, flustered
supparters of 5B 714 lamented their inability to react incisively to the
!DEE pressure that “flipped” the Governor into nppr.:usin? a badly

in

HEEJ;dgl:m” that was overwhelmingly approved by the legislature. To
avoid a repetition of that demotivaling experience, associations or-
ganized a network that enabled proponents to effectively communi-
cate during the legislative session. At its heart was Donna Berger’s
Community Advocacy Network ([CAN), which facilitated statewide
caucusing ameong association allies, enabling them to develop and
implement timely responses to rapidly changing events. While funnel-
ing bill updates to proponents, Berger interpreted their legal impact.

A political achievement in Tallahassee is measured by the strength of
its opposition. When asked about the obstacles she successfully cir-
cumvented during the session, Bogdanoff downplayed any inference
af controversy, mentioning only the flack she took from Fire Marshals
employed by the Sprinkler Associations. The audience didn't buy it.
Last year, the Glitch bill's supporters were kept abreast of its progress
by reading questionably accurate media reports or from intermittent
Advisory gmrd briefings. This year was different.

Due primarily to Berger's efforts, a majority of the audience was
already familiar with the battles fought by their Statehouse Represen-
fative en route to passing of this year’s Omnibus Association bill.
Since Representative Bogdanoff is running for the Disfrict 25 Senate
seat vacated by Florida CFO Candidate ?E.-Hrey Atwater, she sought
to avoid what her opponent might paint as gloating. When she
hesitated to “sensationalize” her EFForls, Donna Berger, Mayor

Keechl, and GMCA officials filled in the blanks.
Continued on page 15
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Having tracked and documented the 2010 session’s twists and turns,
GMCE V.P. Eric Berkowitz declared that Bogdanolf had to overcome
the State's most powerful special interests to succeed, not just a few
Fire Marshals, He said “When she doubled the exisling statutory cap
for foreclosing lenders and released millions of association members
from a forced purchase of HO-6 unit owner insurance by their associ-
ations, she upended the Banking lobby and the insurance industry,
arguably the two most ]pnwerfu]gspez:iul interests in Tallahassee.” He
continued, “Until SB 1196 was passed, every bill proposing foreclo-
sure relief was summarily stomped into oblivion by the Bankers Asso-
ciation.”

Donna Berger added, “Ellyn’s bill reversed the mandate requiring
every association member to name their association as a beneficiary
on their individual unit owner condo policy. It also removed the right
of associations to force place coverage if the unit owner doesn't pro-
duce an evidentiary certificate of insurance. By returning these deci-
sions to unit owners, Ellyn’s bill truncated an income stream for the
insurance indusiry.” Berger warned that the bill doesn't alter unit
owners' liabili r their own properties. “Make no mistake, unit
awners are still responsible for damage to any element ordinarily
covered in an HO-6 policy, In fact Sg 1196 provides in greater de-
tail what these policies must include, shedding light on longstanding
coverage gray areas.”

Berger angrily lashed out at a small group of bloggers she called
"naysayers”, who complained that doubling a foreclosing lender’s [i-
abi ity from 610 12 months of association dues was a meaningless
gesture. “These people that attacked Ellyn's bill are unaware of the
political climate in Tallohassee. Hod she attempted to also increase
the 1% cap, it wouldn't have had the votes in the legislature - pe-
riod.” Alluding to the annual lending industry policy of blocking any
form of foreclosure relief, Berger was perplexed by blog entries that
seemed o expound “If you can't eal sfeallz why eat?”

The anonymous "naysayers” also contended that, under certain cir-
cumstances, the bill may enly add one or two extra months to the
lender’s liability. Berger asked “Have we become so jaded that we
can afford to turn down one or two exira payments? This year, we
broke a longstanding barrier. Hopefully, we can add to this with ad-
ditional improvemenls next year. However, anyone implying that get-
ting nothing is better than getting a little is living in a dream world.
Many associations are hanging on by their fingernails. Receiving
several additional payments from otherwise nen-preducing units
could spell the difference between survival and receivership for these
associations’ unit owners "

Seeking to address a misconception about the legislation, Bogdanoft
said "Most media depictions of the bill focus on the fiscal relief it pro-
vides fo hurd—pressedp unit owners and struggling associations trying
to outlast the recession. As a result, many people misunderstunJ)iTs
rationale.” She explained that the bill doesn’t recommend that associ-
ations opt-out of installing sprinklers or purchase alternative insur-
ance products. Bogdancl clarified “The legislation simply returns
critical association decisions to the association’s homeowners. It is
based on the premise that an association’s unit owners are better
Equici)ped to make decisions about their life safety and insurance
needs than lobbyists or lawmakers in Tollohassee.”

Broward Mayer Ken Keechl agreed that the bill was abeut sellgover-
nance. “When | visited Tallohassee, | met with Ellyn to ask her assis-
tance with enacting a |Egi5|l::|ﬁve basis for cur new ethics code.” The
Mayor pointed out that since he is a Democrat, her help navigating
the predominantly Republican Capital was invaluable. "When it in-
volves her constituents, Ellyn is non-partisan. | feel the same way.
When addressing District issues, the last thing | care about is a con-
stituent’s political affiliation.” Every year, Broward's Mayor visits Tal-
lahassee and Washington D.C. to press the County’s State

Continued on poge 18
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45 OFF |
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$10 OFF
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mnal Home Cleaning For 20+ Years
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

AUGUST/JULY

SUN
11

Ueban Gourme? Market
1200 E. Los Ol Bhed,
G amfod pm.
Info.: 95446241466

MON
12

ILCIE

13

Moanlight, Seaturifes, & You
Misseum of Discovery & Science
9 p.m. to | o.m.

Info.: #54-7130930

WED

Suenmed Movie Series
“Hight at the Museum:
Buitle af the Smithsanion”
Las (has Lawn

8 pm.

14

Mooalight, Seaturtles, £ You
Mirseum of Discovery & Science
9 pm. te 1 o.m.

Info.: #54-7130930

Muorlins ¥ Nationaks

18

Lrban Gowmet Markes
1207 E. Los Olos Bhd,
9 om. to 4 pm.
Infa.; 95446241466

Sum Life Stodium

1:10 p.m.

Motlins v Rockies
Sun Life Stadiam
710 pm

19

Commissiones Bruce Roberts;
Pre-Agenda HIEEIini'
Cordinal Gibbons High Schod!, Medio Roam
& p.m.
Info.- 954-828-5033

20

Marlins v Rockies
Sun Life Stadium
710 pm.

Mardirs v Bockies
Sun Life Stadium
T:10 pm.

21

"Achieving Your Full Potential”
Health and Wealth topics by Dr. Michoe!
Bovesschimidt, & Leann Borber, Finondal Advisar
Location: Full Potentiol Healthoore
(3079 £ Commercial Blvd, Suite 201)

3pm.
Info.: 954-304-6497

Marlires v Broves

25

Ushan Gourmest Market
1201 E. Los Ols Bhd.

Sum Life Stodium

1:10 p.m

26

27

Summer Movie Serigs
“hyotor”™

L5 (has Lawn

4 p.m.

28

9 gm. fod pm
Info.: 954-442-4166
Sunday Jazz Brunch Amencon ol Live! Summer Movie Series
1 Riveswalk, Davwmtown FL 2 BankAtiontic Center 4 “Hoapy Fest”
1 om. o Z pm 30 pm, Los g Lawn
Info.: 954-B28-5985 Tite.: bankatianficcentes.com fpm

Urhon Gowmet Market
1201 E. Los Olos Bhd,
fom.fodpm
Info.: §54-467-4166

Cammissioner Bruce Robests:
Pre-Agenda Meting
Coedimal Gebbons High Scheal, Medsa Boom

b p.m.
Iifa.: 954-826-5033

Fort Louderdole
City Commission Meafing
City Hal
b pm.

8

Urban Gourmet Morkat
1201 E. Las Olas Blvd.
9 o.m. to 4 p.m.
[nfe.: 954-442-41 64

Agrosmith
9 BonkAtiantic Center

7:30 p.m.
Tix.- 954-835-7825

10

Summer Mavie Saries
“The Muppet Movie™
Los Olos Lown

Bpm

11

Kathy Giiffin
Hord Rock Live
8 p.m,

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS, GO TO THE CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU
g Storr & His All-Star Bond
1 5% Hard Rock Live
i p.m.

FRI

Jozz on the Square

The Village Geille
Commestiol Blvd, & ATA
T pm.

16

SAT

Fverwolk Trust Urbon Market

1 400 SW 2nd Stregt
(MEang the Riverwalk)

am. ta | pm.

frfa.: 954-468-1541

Topics by Leann Barber, Edword lones, &
Greg Medalie ESQ, Medalie & Medalie
Galf Mile Reading Center, 3 p.m.
Info.: 954-303-6750

Storlight Musicals
Halidoy Patk
VIVA CLASSIC ROCK N ROLL
Info.: 954-828-5363

BINGD
Southpoin’s Noeth Lounge Storfight Musicols
(3400 Gatt Ocean D) Hﬂﬂdn‘,‘ Park (omedian Ron "Tater Selod” White
7 p.m. BRASS EVOLUTION {10-piece Shaw Band) Browerd Centes
55,/person 101 3 boards Info. 954-878-5363 Tix: wone Erowardcentec org
Maortins v Rockies Jnzz on the Square Dig the Beach Volleyball Series
2 2 Sun Life Stadism 2 3 The Village Geille 2 US&V Regionel Chanpineships
12:10 pm Commerciol Blvd. & ATA ﬂh.wur, 1/25)
7 pm. S. Beach Pk
7 am. fo 8 pm,
BINGOD
Southpoint's North Lounge Starkght Musicals Buckler Craft Foir
{3400 Godt Ocean ) Holidoy Park (Through 7,/25)
7 pm. MARY WASHINGTON BRODKS (Bhoes) Wor Memosiol Auditorium
55/person for 3 boards Info.: 9548285363 Info.: 954-828-5380
BINGO j
} the Squns Riverwolk Trust Urbon Morket
29 L;Eﬂ%n[%hﬁ”h 'u[.:I]gE 30 Mﬁ,gﬁ]ﬁ"uy lI[i|||2 3 A0 SW 2nd Sheet
\ b Commescicl Blvd. & ATA {Along the R’f-%;ﬂﬂ'k'r
7 n.m. a.m. o | pm.
55 ,-’p-emn fﬂr 3 bourds i Info.: §54-468-1541
"Preparing Your Estate Plon”

Justin Bieber
5 BonkAtantic Center
Tiv.; B00-745-3000

bnzz o the Squoee

The Villoge Grill

6 Commeecial Blvd. & ATA
7 pm.

BINGD :
Sauthyaint's North Lounge S i';{];'"#;}f" Flaudrle s & ol Foie
(3400 ?,‘JI'{ ol JIIHY STOEW & THE STOWAWAYS o o B8
AT : | . i : i HI | m
55, /parson for 3 boarts g o e Ifo.: 9545634747
2o on 2nd Thirsdoys Black Party Jnzz oo the Squose
1 200 Block g'lsi' Ind Shest 1 3 The Yilloge Gailla 1 4
510 9 pm, Commescial Blvd. & ATA
Info.; §54- *63—15#] T pm.
BIMGO :
Southpaint’s North Lounge 51["' ond Knife Show
(3400 Galt Ocean Or) (Through 8/15)
7pm War Memaoriol Auddtorium
65 /person for 3 booeds lifo.; 954-826-5380
Bank of America
-‘f-i'ff

/fu/r /{-” =55
527 Fsical
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UPCOMING
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OUR AREA

Natalie Merchant
Broward Center for the Perlo

Cenlenoig

rming Adfs

Tix,: wawow, Droward

Hippifesr
Broward Center for the Performing Ads, 7 p.m
!-' - '-21 f’alg-' )'"{.'

Tears For Fears
Broward Center for the Performing Ads, 8 p.m

Tix.: 954-4920222

Synergy Dragon Boat Racing Series
Cluiet Waters Park
ofo.: 9542307434

?"" ﬂ~n|m|::| Burrer ly Days at Fairchild

’Jl hild T rf Garden, :30 a.m. 10 4:30 p.m,




Bogdonoff... Continued

and Federal legislative agenda and explore potential funding o

ortunities. “Ellyn also took the time to explain the terms of her bill.
t allows homeowners to decide whether or not they need a sprin-
kler system. In fact, the Broward Commission passed a resolution
supporting her legislation.”

A U'Hermitage | resident surprised the Mayor when she abruptly
asked, “Where is our mnd?e’ The naurlK" 0 associalion representa-
tives in the room 5nnfped to attention. Mayor Keechl thanked her
for asking about the long delayed Beach Renourishment Project.
Keechl explained “Our Beach Administrator is actively pursuing the
new Segment |l permitting requirements and the actual renourish-
ment oangorl Lauderdale’s Beaches is scheduled for late 2011."

The M Broward segment of the beach project (Segment Il] hit a snag
last year when communications between ri'ne Broward Biological Re-
sources Division and the Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection broke down. While the two agencies were locked in an
enigmatic bureaucratic limbo, the Federal permit autherizing the
project expired, Before the renourishment could proceed, the tests
required to support a new permit had to be repeated. Since Florida
DECL Chief Mike Scle came to Tallahassee by way of Broward
County, he is intimately familiar with the project’s scientific and en-
gineering parameters. He agreed to personally oversee future inter-
agency communications. To insure that its Broward counterpart alse
moves expeditiously, Mayor Keechl made a comparable committ-
ment to monitor their progress.

Keechl continued, "Broward's Beach Renourishment is wholly de-
pendent on the State and Federal resources allocated to fund the
project. When | traveled to Tallahassee, | checked on that funding. |
did the same during my frip to Washington. While the money is the-
oretically dedicated to the project, it is continuously under siege by
lowmakers with other agendas. | am pleased to report that the re-
nourishment funds in Tnﬁchussee and Washington D.C. remain in-
tact.”

Digressing, the Mayor asked, "I wonder if many of you know just
how unique this neighborhoad is.” He said that the devastating B.P.
oil spill reminds him of the Calypso Project. “Every time | hear any-
thing about the terrible damage r:uusaJ by the spreading cil, | am
so grateful that we won our fight with Suez to thwart installation of

the Liquetied Natural Gas plant just off our beach, | keep remember-

ing the Suez spokespersons promising that disasters were "ab-
salutely impossible’ and that we were ‘parancid’. We won because
they made a terrible mistake. They chose a site next to the most or-
ganized. determined and politically active community in the entire
tate.” Turning to Ellyn Bogdanoff, the Mayor added, “Ellyn and |
have often discussed how nobody messes with the Galt Mile neigh-
borhood.”
Turning to the upcoming County budget, Keechl confirmed that
Broward will see some painful cuts. Paying for threatened services
with funds diverted from planned Capital Improvement Projects is
not an oplion, since enhancing the Airport and Port Everglades are
necessary to maintain Broward's competitive edge - an uncondi-
tional requirement for pulling the County out of this recession. He
Bxp|ﬂine§| that the new scaled-down Courthouse will be built prima-
rily with funds made available by refiring $36.4 million in debt
originally incurred to build parks and libraries - not with tax dollars.
Keechl reminded the members that, over the past 3 years, the
Cr.'.lrll.mr:.r Commission cut the annual recurring tax burden by $385
million,

Having played an integgul part in saving the Galt Mile Reading
Center from last year's budget axe, Keechl warned the attendin
representatives that parks and libraries are generic candidates for
the annual budget block. Since about 88,000 items were checked
out duriﬁ.] the roughly 125,000 resident visits in 2009, the Galt
Ocean Mile Reading Center is arguably the most popular local re-

Bogdanoff exclaimed, “It’s very
rewarding to represent a
community whose residents
set aside their differences to
face adversity with a single
voice.” While appreciative of
her compliment, longtime asso-
ciation representatives in the
audience knew that the
community’s residents never
set aside their differences,

they celebrate them.
I

source on Galt Ocean Drive. The modest Reading Center is also
the only County amenity received by Galt Mile taxpayers in ex-
change for their huge annual revenue contribution. Mayor Keechl
invited the attendees to a July 1st meeting at the Reading Center
that he planned to attend. Cﬁnrnclerizing the event as first in a se-
ries of survival strategy planning sessions organized by Friends of
the Galt Mile Library President Herman Gardner, the Mayor
added “Anyone concerned with keeping the Galt Library's doors
open is welcome to participate.”

Asa puﬂi% shot, Berger described a serendipitous postsession
premium, While f[co-dmg the Capitol with correspondences sup-
portive of SB 1196, thousands of unit owners added their con-
cerns about other bills that would have adversely impacted their
homes, ultimately contributing to the Governor’s decision to veto
an insurance bill guaranteed to hike mleesJSB 2044) and a Design
Professionals Bill that would have insulated Engineers and Archi-
tects from legal redress for blatant malpractice, breach of contract
or failure to perform (SB 1964). Had either of these pork byprod-
ucts slipped by the Governor, they would have provided the ingre-
dients for another Glitch Bill.

Prior to adjourning the meeting, GMCA President Pio leraci infro-
duced Alliance of Delray Board member Barbara Zee, who serves
with leraci on the CAN Advisory Council. Representing 72 Delray
associations with 70,000 residents, she was last here in 2008
when Congressman Ron Klein was collecting data for a national
catastrophe insurance bill. Ms. Zee was instrumental in solicitin
her Delray neighbaors’ support for Bogdanoff's legislation. In addi-
fion to praising Bogdanoft for her unrelenting suppert of home
rule, Barbara credited her for catalyzing statewide participation in
this year’s legislative process by tens of thousands of ordinarily
passive unit owners [i.e., the nearly 2,000 emails sent from the
Galt Mile website).

After thanking the audience members for the tribute and their sup-
port, Representative Bogdanoff verified Mayor Keechl's observa-
tion about the Galt Ocean Mile neighborhood. Bogdanoff
exclaimed, “It's very rewarding to represent a community whose
residents set asiderI{leir differences to face adversity with a single
voice.” While appreciative of her compliment, longtime associa-
tion representatives in the oudience knew that the community’s resi-
dents never set aside their differences, they celebrate them. While
there are unfortunate exceptions in every association, most Galt
Mile residents are well aware at the neighborhood’s sirength
draws from its diversity. Although occasionally dysfuntional - like
an extended family - we are always there for one another when it
counts. *
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school safely.

Let us pack and ship it for you.

* Pack & Ship Promise’
* Certified Packing Experts
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i in transit, YOU'll be reimbursed for your packing and shipping'Silsts.
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