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HAPPY HOUR
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LOVING LOBSTER

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
ALL YOU CAN EAT LIVE MAINE LOBSTERS
$39.95 PER PERSON

SURF AND TURF

SUNDAY NIGHTS
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= $49.95 PER PERSON
THE NAME ON EVERYONE'S LIPS ALL YOU CAN EAT NY STRIP AND TENDERLOIN
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15% DISCOUNT
| FOR ALL GALT MILE RESIDENTS |

*Mot valid with other offers.

CONTEMPORARY ASIAN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE WITH STUNNING OCEAN VIEWS

DINNER SERVED TUESDAY - SUNDAY 5PM - MIDNIGHT | LATE NIGHT MENU UNTIL 2AM

INSIDE THE OCEAN MANOR BEACHFRONT RESORT
4040 GALT OCEAN DRIVE, FORT LAUDERDALE - 954.566.2122

TOKYOBLUEONTHEBEACH.COM



A GRAND JURY'S
DREAM WORLD

In October 2009, Hollywood ophthalmologist Alan Mendelsohn
was indicted for operating a $2 million influence-peddling opera-
tion. Using the Florida Medical Association as a vehicle for trans-
ferring maney to legis|ﬂ1‘ive candidates who later delivered Icey
votes in Tallohassee, the slick-suited power broker also skimmed
$350,000 from his political fundraising apparatus to pay a mis-
tress, feather a love nest and bankroll Eis children’s education. By
using the 527 tax designation, he could bypass the $500 contri-
bution limit and raise an inland lake of “soft money.” While busy
funneling $millions through three political slush funds, Mendel-
sohn served on Governor Crist's transition team,

Faced with a threat to his wobbly palitical image, Crist sought to
distance himself from his tainted supporter by asking the Supreme
Court to convene a statewide Grand Jury to investigate corrup-
tion. Mot wanting to appear complicit in the Governor's self-abso-
lution strategy, the Court declined, calling the Governor's
rationale “vague”. On December 1, 2009, when the Feds
bagged Altcrne\ﬁ Scott Rothstein for operating a $1.2 billion

onzi scheme, the national media painted the entire state as a

ehavioral sink. Literally overnight, on December 2nd, the
Supreme Court approved Crist's amended request and appointed
Broward Chief Judge Victor Tobin of the 17th Circuit to preside
over the grand jury. It opened for business in February, 2010.

To provide lawmakers with relevant guidelines for the upcoming
2011 legislative session, the Grand Jury completed a 127-page
“Interim Report” on December 17, 2010 and released it on De-
cember 29th. The report states “We believe that the time for ac-
tion is now, and we urge the Flerida Legislature and other

overnmental bodies to address anti-corruption efforts using our
gndings and recommendations as a starting point.”

While comprehensive, the report’s tone is cynical, like a redun-
dant complaint. After noting that recommendations from previous
authoritative anti-corruption efforts were enacted slowly, ineffec-
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By Eric Berkowitz

tively or not at all, the report acknowledges the dogma tacin
lawmakers, “We cannot ignore the recl|il'l,r that it is often hard to
impose more severe restriclions on one’s own interests.” The ju-
rors were particularly irritated by the fact that Flerida’s mere than
800 federal corruption convictions from 1998 through 2007 lead

the nation - |::n|,r a country mile.

Decrying corruption “pervasive at all levels of government,” the
Grand Jury observed that “mismanagement and theft penalizes
taxpayers by driving up the cost of all government services” and
“calls for an immediate repeal of what can enly be referred to as
Florida's Corruption Tax.” Lamenting gross statutory deficiencies
in education, deterrence and enforcement, the jurors offered the
following four reasons why “public officials are often not being
punisheg under the public corruption laws in Florida.”

1. The act is not criminalized;

2. The cases are too difficult to prove due to their definitions and
extra elements of proof;

3. The punishment& imposed teo lenient and do not fit the crime;
or

4. The prosecutor decides to charge another crime or accept a
|3|ac in order to allow a defemfunt to avoid the negative pub-

icity of pu|::|ic corruption churgea.

Under a quote by Thomas Jefferson, “Where a man assumes a
public trust, he should consider himself a public property,” The
Grand Jury listed its recommendations. Jurors viewed the first two
items as systemic prc:|::|ems, citing differences in how civil and
criminal viclations vary for elected officials, bureaucrats, other
government employees and “fellow conspirators” in the private
sector. Of specific concern were some adverse effects of privati-
zation on former Government Departments.

Continued on poge 16
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YELLOW BULB

SEASON ON
THE GALT MILE

By Eric Barkowitz

At the onset of the Sea Turlle nesting Season, Galt Mile residents notice a change
in how the seaward side of their homes is illuminated at night. lLamps are sud-
denly fitted with yellow bulbs or turned off altogether. Others fixtures sprout
strange shields or screens. While saving electricity is a prominent association
hudge’r obiecﬁve, it doesn't Exph]in this seasonal phenﬂmenﬂn. n.

In April, 2007, the City of Fort Lauderdale sent a violation notice to every beach-
front association along the Galt Mile. The blank notice area was footnoted with
“6-51 Artificial Lighting Viclation."” The footnote referred to a litfle known city ordi-
nance governing turtle-safe |'|g|'1ring requirements for beachfront communities. 14
deays were allotted to cure the mysterious infraction. In a nutshell, it required asso-
ciations to turn off lights illuminating the east side of each building during the
eight-month turtle nesting season..

Within 48 hours, confused and irate managers and association officials from 14
Galt Mile Community Association (GMCA) members contacted the neighborhood
association with questions about the surprise violation notice. The obscure 2003
ordinance was shelved when the catastrophe-riddled 2004 and 2005 hurricane
seasons made enforcement impossible. The notice was o ham-handed attempt to
revive the dormant regulation. The ordinance opens with “It is the policy of the
City of Fort Luuderd::ﬂl that no artificial light shall illuminate any area of the
incorporated beaches of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.” Any light source visible from
the beach triggered a viclation,

Within 48 hours, confused and irate mani?ers and association officials from four-
teen Galt Mile Community Association [GMCA) members contacted the neighbor-
hood association with questions about the surprise violation notice. The obscure
2003 ordinance was shelved when the catastrophe-riddled 2004 and 2005 hurri-
cane seasons made enforcement impossible. The notice was a ham-handed at-
tempt to revive the dormant regulation. The ordinance opens with “It is the polic
of the City of Fort Lauderdale that no artificial l;fg t shall illuminate any area of the
incorporated beaches of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.” Any light source visible from
the beach triggered a violation.

A few days later, GMCA officials met with Al Lovingshimer, the City of Fort Laud-
erdale Code Inspector who signed the notices. Addressing the heavy-handed man-
ner in which associations were notified, Lc:rvingshimar suig “| regrel any confusion
caused by the threatening tone of the nofices, we simply wanted to improve the
survival rates for turtle hatchlings and their nesting mothers. It is unfortunate that
half the boilerplate notice was devoted to noncompliance pendlties. That was not

e message we wanted to get across.” He was charged with enforcing an ordi-
nance that few residents were familiar with and fewer understood., Lovingshimar
said that he simply wanted to explain the ordinance to Galt Mile residents. A few
weeks earlier, when he and some Broward officials convened a meeting in Laud-
erdale-by-the-Sea to inform community residents about that town's version of the
ordinance, almost no one showed up. After admitting, “l don't know where to
start,” he asked for help.

Riparian Road Kill

For milliens of years, nesting sea turtles have been laying their eggs on Broward
beaches. Their hatehlings were guided to the ocean by an instinet to travel away
from the dark silhouettes of dune vegetation and toward the moonlight-illuminated
open ocean. In many populated coastal areas, artificial lights HWF%‘IE beach are
brighter than the moonlit ocean, reversing the turtles’ biological compass. Nesting

females sﬂeking the darkened shore instead head
out to sea where they cannot lay their eggs. If they
find the shore and successfully jeposif their eggs,
the disoriented hatchlings travel inland, h::wnrdg the
artificial lights, where they often die from dehydrao-
tion or predation by fire ants and ghost crabs. They
also become “road kill" on local theroughfares.

Sea turtles are either endangered or threatened [the
loggerhead is the only species that has sufficient
?opulutiun to be classified as threatened in Florida).

hey are protected under the Federal Endangered
Species Act of 1973 and Florida’s Marine Turtle
Protection Act (379.2431, Flarida Statutes). Florida
law [F.A.C. Rule 68E-1) also restricts molestation or
harassment of marine turtles, nests or eggs as well
as the marine turtle habitat. The Florida gapurhnenl
of Environmental Protection [FDEP) and the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
together review permits for coastal construction
under Chapter 62B, F.A.C. (Florida Administrative
Code) that affects Marine Turiles. The state of
Florida developed a model lighting template (62B-
55, F.A.C.[] to guide local governments in creating
turtle-safe lighting ordinances.

Broward Counl}f adopted Chapter 39, Article IX,
Sec 39-107 in 1989. Ten years later, Pompano
Beach followed their lead [Ords 99-18, 2000-64),
Deerfield Beach in 2000 (Chapter 34, Article V,
Sec 34-96), Hallandale Beach in 2001 |Ch. &, Art.
I}, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea in 2002 and Fort Laud-
erdale in 2003 (Chapter 6, Article lll, Div. 2, Sec.
6-51). Every jurisdiction that passed a local varia-
tion of the State template nssigned a ligison to the
Flarida Fish and Wir;ilife Conservation Commission.
Fort Lauderdale’s official contact in 2007 was Al
Lovingshimer.

Environmental Spooks
Lovingshimer complained that the City was being
pressured by Tallohassee to achieve results at the
expense of public safety. As the City’s liaison officer
with Florida Fish & Wildlife's (FWC) Sea Turtle pro-
ram, I'Iﬂ Was SUmmﬂnEd to Tﬂ”ﬂl‘lﬂssﬂe ﬁ:rr Wﬂrk'
?haps organized o prepare local "representatives”
for their duties. While most of the FWC personnel
openly advocated diplomacy, restraint, education
and good sense when enforcing a turfle-safe
Confinued on page 7
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BERGER
BASHES BAD

BILLS

By Eric Bedkowitz

Last year, powerful special interests racked up significant financial
losses when lowmakers possed long-awaited relief bills. Highly paid
lobbyists, hoping to rehabilitate their credibility, promised anﬁry
clients o measure of recovery. Also, alter the 2010 session, the Gov-
ernor vetoed an unusually large number of bills designed to finan-
cially soak residents of common interest communities. Given
significant changes to the political landscape, pro-association leg-
isﬁﬂive advocates are concerned about the upcoming session ianc:L
lahassee regressing into a forum for payback.

Most association members know that the Sprinkler Associations lost
$hillions when Senate Bill 1196 made sprinkler installations op-
tional. Fewer know that the Fire Services Indusiry also lost a sweet-
heart deal to install manual fire alarm systems in association
buildings that are less than four stories with units serviced by an ex-
terior means of egress (the National Fire Protection Assaciation
(MFPA) declared them “unnecessary”). Sprinkler Associations
werenk;tlllhe only trade organizations burned by the Omnibus Associ-
afion bill.

Doubling the assessment autlay from & to 12 months for foreclosing
lenders left the Banking Indusiry with an expensive scar. The hefty
list of insurance fixes contained in the bill lost a bundle for the Insur-
ance Indusrry&a bill relieved associations of the responsibility to
force-place H alicies for every unit owner). The elevator indus-
try tock a double hit. Mot only did the bill spoil plans to install tens
ozthousunds of elevator back-up generators [in Euih:hngs that al-
ready had back-up generatars), it postponed o mandate to retrofit
condo elevators wilﬁspeciul access keys [as required for Phase ||
Firefighters’ Service) until the elevators needed modernization (and
access key installation costs nearly disappear). All told, the $billions
that the Omnibus Association bill saved unit owners were lost to
some of Tallahassee’s most powerful players.

On November 1, 2010, Community Advocacy Network (CAN) Ex-
ecutive Director Donna Berger - an activist Association Attorney and
Managing Partner at Katzman Garfinkel and Berger (ironically bur-
dened with the double-edged acronym "KGB") - addressed about
70 association officials attending a Presidents Council meeting at
the Fountainhead. After reviewing how lows enacted during the
2010 legislative session impuc!eg associations, Berger Fialged ques-
tions; primarily about the sprinkler retrofit relief provisions in Senate
Bill 1196, When asked for an opinion about when associations
should hold the full membership vote to forego the cashrintensive
retrofit, Berger said “Now that the relief bill has been signed into
law, | think that associations should conduct the opt-out vole as soon
as possible.” She exdplained that two factors prompted her to pas-
sionately recommend quick action.

Berger warned “There's just too much money at stake for Fire Ser-
vices industry lobbyists to quietly walk away.” With a virtually bot-

tomless war chest continually replenished by corporate fire services
giants such as Moterola, Allied Signal-Honeywell, Fireman's Fund In-
surance Company and Tyco, industry lobbyists plan to pressure low-
makers at the ?{1{] |9ﬂis|uﬁve session to rescind the optout
gro'u'ision. Introducing her second cause for concern, Berger said “In

011, the political environment in Tallahassee will become signifi-
cantly less sympathetic to association concerns.” Former Statehouse
|Eg'|5?|(::|ﬂve gatekeeper (and relief bill sponsar) Ellyn Bogdanoff is
now a firstterm District 25 Florida Senator and former Senate Presi-
denlc[and Galt Mile association supporter) Jeffrey Atwater is now the
Florida CFO (Chief Financial Officer) and State Fire Marshal. These
two staunch association proponents no longer occupy the key leg-
islative leadership positions that helped unit owners prevail last year.
Moreover, the Governor's mansion is occupied by Rick Scoft, whose
moral compass even provided his supporters with comic relief.

Berger asserted that once the major races were decided; constituent
concerns in Tollohassee would drep like a rock, She anticipated re-
submission of several screwball insurance bills ghosted by industr
lobbyists, a banking bill that would replace foreclosure courts wit
lender-appointed puppet committees, a Chinese menu of regressive
construction legislation and other damaging bills either outlined or
wholly dmﬁsdab}f lobbyists, Of particular concern to Berger were
some of last year's ExpToiﬁve bills that would have become law with-
out the Governor's veto pen. She warned that they are likely to resur-
face this year.

Berger's exhortation proved prophetic. Some of the bills she de-
scribed have already been prefiled by their sponsors. On December
17, 2010, Sanmorj::e Megron [Palm City - R] filed Senate Bill 288,
which navigated last year’s session as Senate Bill 1964, The bill
enigmuficuﬂy deifies Design Professionals, immunizing architects, in-
terior designers, |c:nc|scupe architects, engineers, & surveyors to
legal redress. It contains an intriguing Catch-22 provision specifi-
ccﬁhr designed to eliminate both liability and the cost of mqurucﬁce
insurance for these professions.

The legislation allows recovery of economic damoges up fo the
amount of the desi%n professional’s existing liability insurance cover-
age. Since current Florida low doesn't actually require this insurance
and the bill would otherwise render them judgment-proof, Design
professionals will have litfle incentive to purchase malpractice insur-
ance. In effect, by cancelling their insurance, they also cancel their
exposure. Unless an association's engineer, interior designer and/eor
architect feels morally compelled to pay premiums for a malpractice
policy, the associotion cannot recover damage costs for negligence,
defective designs and/or other professional foulups. If an engineer
designs, oversees consiruction for and signs off on a structurally de-
fective roof that collapses later that day or a landscape architect
turns the enfire association grounds into crispy brown mulch
overjnighr, the association would not even be legally entitled to an
apology.

b Confinued on poge 9
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Tuetle.... Comfinued

lighting ordinance, a few program officials attempted to enlist code offi-
cers o an ugendu that deﬁbermely inflamed controversy with coastal res-
idents. When they confided in lovingshimer that the State’s coastal
enviranment could only be salvaged by purging beachfrant residents, he
realized that they were more interes'reg in provoking a high visibility envi-
ronmental litigation than saving hatchlings.

When Lovingshimer asked why he should follow their advice and risk o
reprimand or suspension, they told him that this was a war, requiring
“whatever it takes” to win. Lovingshimer described an incident wherein
he was approached by two FW(% officials who asked if he would be will-
ing to erder the shultering of all windews overlocking the beach for the
turtle nesting season [a mitigation strategy described in the ordinance.
Another asked if he could disable [vundgu{]ze:l lamps on private property
[not part of the erdinance). He characierized them as a small but vocal
clique of “dangerous CIA wannabes” who promote a radical agenda
from within the State’s environmental bureaucracy. Emphasizing that they
do not reflect official FWC policy, Lovingshimer commented, “It's too
bad, Dr. Trindell (FWC Marine Turtle Program Biclogical Administrator
Dr. Rebbin Trindell) has done so much to rescue these species from ex-
tinction while these loose cannons are undermining her efforts,” He as-
sured GMCA officials that their efforts to recruit local compliance
personnel were unsuccesshul, explaining, "Professional code compliance
officers are dedicated to resident safety, not declaring war on the resi-
dents they are supposed to protect.”

GMCA officials were initially concerned that Lovingshimer's anecdote
verged on parancia. However, when the City later turned off street lights
along A1A before installing turtle-sofe replacement lighting - virtually
blackening the entire downiown beach area for months - it became evi-
dent that Lovingshimer was not only lucid, but dead on target.

The City got another dose of the State’s environmental schizophrenia
when huge sections of the abandoned 50-foot fishing vessel "Seas a
Lady” washed up on the Galt Mile beach on September 28, 2008. De-
spite complaints by hundreds of residents, Ci? ommissioners and
Broward officials, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
|FDEP) refused to authorize cleanup of the admittedly hozardous wreck
site, citing the proximity of turtle nests — some hundreds of feet away.
When the City Manager contacted FDEP weeks after Broward Beach offi-
cials inspected the nest sites and approved a cleanup, he was
stonewalled by the agency. When municipal and county health officials
declared o health alert, former Commissioner Christine Teel and former
City Monager George Gretsas breached jurisdictional protocols and per-
sonally managed the cleanup. Fearing a threatened class action lawsuit
by beachfront residents, the State backed off.

Ironically, the coastal Armageddon planned by Lovingshimer's “CIA
wannabes” has seen o mo&qic-.srn of local traction. Repeatedly chaHed by
the State’s callous treatment of Galt Mile residents, some of our irate
neighbors began crusading against environmental issues they historically
supported, Local blogs became filled with anti- and pro-5ea Turtle ranti-
ngs. Emails sent to newspapers and the GMCA by otherwise environ-
mentally conscientious people suddenly expressed a level of hate for
turtles that is usuuﬂ}r reserved for mass murderers, At the heighr of last
year's nesting season, when scores of residents sent admirinipiclures of
nest sites and hatchlings to the neighborhood association web site, less
affable correspondences suggealeg opening seasonal “turlle bars” spe-
cializing in fried hatchlings or fresh turile soup.

Responding to GMCA salety concerns about suddenly darkening the
beach side of every association, Lovingshimer stressed the importance of
finding o viable balance between resigenls' safety and survival prospects
for the endangered species. He said that using motion defectors, screens,
shields, dowrﬁlighls and fixtures incorpnrﬂting%ightmunugﬂment tech-
niques could expedite compliance while minimizing many of the adverse
saftety impacts. ﬁjevingshimer remarked “Since the ordinance was first
passed, research has provided inexpensive new lighting options to ad-
dress the problems for both people and turtles.” Lovingshimer incidentally
confided that he would consider his efforts successful it he could deliver
a 50% improvement within two years.

Continwed on page B
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Tudle...Confinued

Manths earlier, academicians from Nova Southeast Univer-
sity patralled the entire Fort Llauderdale coast to evaluate light
soures illuminating the beach. As they passed each build-
ing, a camera operalor videotaped the shucture’s ocean-fac:
ing east side while a colleague scripted relevant
observations. They documented the placement and intensity
of every |iﬁ|:| visible from the beach. Their re poitformed the

basis for the viclation notices later received by Galt Mile as-
sociations,
Negotiating Ingredients

Usin%doru recornckd by the Nova team, Lovingshimer met
MCA officials to outline a resclution to the problem.
Lighting viclations were first q_mded by their degree of im-
ct on Sea Turtle behavior. The factors included color,

rightness, proximity to the beach, and broadcast character-
istics. The brightest lights that were closest to the beach were
assigned an A" rating while ambient or indirect light
soures (much dimmer reflected light) were assigned “D” rat-
ings. With the help of a lighting contractor, infractions were
also sorted by mitigation cost.

Ther are minor variations in how the 5 local species (log-
ertead, Green, Leatherback, Kemp's Ridley, Hawkshill) of
geu Turtles react to the differing colors [mveieng!hsﬂ of light,

although they are all sensitive to colors with short wave-
lengths. Ranging into the uliraviclet, their color perception is
strengest for short wavelength speciral vilets, purples, blues
and greens. The relatively high sensitivity of turtles to short

wavelengths is not wrprisinc[g cunsidering that they live in a medium -
the ocean — which selectively filters out long wavelength colors o see
brightly colored - long-wavelength - red, yellow or orange marine life,
you'd better sign up for a shallow dive].

As such, replacing standard white light sources |which include the entire
visible spectrum) with monochromatic yellow, crange or red lights is one
uccapmgla compliance option. The average commercially available
“vellow bulb” is actually a hull spectrum white light source encased in a
glass bulb with a yellow coating. Unless the coating filters out other
wavelengths (like some "bug lamps”), this is functionally identical to an
ordinary white light source. Ideulﬁr, the light source within the bulb
should emit monochromatic (single wv&?&ngthi yellow light. While
monochromatic and polychromatic yellow bulbs appear the same to us,
tudes react diferently to the two light scuces|

After reviewing the data, GMCA officials determined that a vast mojor-
ity of the violafions could be easily resalved by in-house maintenance
staffers inserfing aluminum/composite shields or screens into or next to
existing fixtures. When properly opglied these devices blocked light
that would otherwise illuminate the beach without severely durkenin?
deck surfaces. Unfortunately, roughly 10% of the violations could only
be addressed by completely replacing heavy duty deck lamps costing
$thousands. This was a problem.

Associations were still reeiing from the huge fiscal bul'rering suffered
from storm damage repairs, skyrocketing windstorm insurance rates and
installation costs of impact rated hurricane windows and/or shutters.
The recession was already taking a toll on propedy values and assess-
ment obligations were inflated by non<contribuling units frozen in fore-
closum Elderly residents on fixed incomes were often forced to decide
between f|'|||'n? a pres::riir;nn and eating dinner. Any |ighli|g adapta-
fion plan would have to be accomplished on a shoestring. Given that
most deck lamps last about ten years, when an offending lamp reached
the end of its serviceable life, the association could ins‘ru?l a turtle-safe
repicu:emenl without p]crcing an Eurh{ burden on the budget.

In @ propeosal to Lovingshimer, we offered to guarantee veluntary miti-
gation for 20% of the violations within two to three months if the City
would allow associations with deck lamp viclations to postpone any
action until the need for replacement was imminent.

Continued an poge 10
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Berger... Confinued

No other class of professional has ever been so completely financially insulated from damuges stemming from negligence or professional mistakes.
As doctors, lawyers, and accountants cannet limit expasure for their own negligence, extending this allencompassing immunity to engineers, archi-
tects and Interior Designers conjures a universe shaped by the conceplual progeny of Lewis Carroll and Ayn Rand.

Last year's companion legislation in the Statehouse - House Bill 701 - was filed by Orlando Representative Stephen Precourt, a G{rofes.sionul Trans-
porfation Engineer. The legislation was approved in both legislative bodies and presented to the Governor on May 17, 2010. When Florida resi-
dents raised hell about the ludicrous protections it provided to Design Prolessionals, Governor Crist responded with a veto on June 1, 2010.

In @ comment posted on the Florida Construction Law Aulhnrinﬁ blog, Board Certified Canstruction attorney Lee Weintraub of Becker & Polickoff ex-
plained that, at best, a claimant would be limited to suing for breach of contract. Weintraub added “most design contracts limit the design profes-
sional's |ia|:ri|il~é to some paliry amount that pales in comparison to the harm that comes from defective design.” In summary, the few bucis awarded
for a contract breach will barely cover the postage costs of the recovery action, much less the aclual damage costs.

Anather fiasco approved by last year's Legislature was Senate Bill 2044, filed by Banking and Insurance Chair Senator Garrett S, Richter (Florida
Insurance Council 2009 legislator of the Year). If the Governor hadn’t vetoed the bill, insurance carriers could bypass current Office of Insurance
Regulation [OIR] petition procedures when raising their rates by more than 10%. The bill would have permitted an insurance carrier to impercepti-
bly yel redically change rﬂe terms of any policy upon renewal by slipping in the language “MNotice of Change in Policy Terms” anywhere in the re-
newal agreement. Since a subsequent payment of the renewal premium would have constituted acceptance of the new terms, this stealth “bait and
switch” tactic would have allowed carriers to covertly lace policies with a host of unreasonable preconditions and unacceptable benefit exemptions
without the knowledge of the policyholder.

Of greatest importance to associations, the bill would have removed the prompt payment requirements for carriers. A carrier would have only been
rec‘uir&d to pay “actual cash value” less the deductible, regardless of whether or not the policyholder purchased “replacement cost” coverage. The
balance would not be paid unfil AFTER the homeowner somehow financed the reconstruction and/er replacement ot personal property WITHOUT
insurance proceeds (along with all the non-insured items). The 110-page “manifesto” contained dozens of other customer-funded cash pifatas for
carriers. While associations were concentrating on supporting their relief bill, this and o dozen other special interest scams came within a hair of
enactment,

This year's incarnation is Senate Bill 408 by - you guessed it — Garrett Richter. The 113-page carrier’s dream bill allows insurers to hike rates to off-
set discounts to homeowners for hurricane mitigation measures such as impact windows and hurricane shutters. The bill reduces the notice required
for cancellation or non-renewal of a customer’s policy from 6 to 3 months and allows carriers to spontanecusly change amounts paid to policyhold-

ers for damages. Like lost yeor's bill, SB 408 is chock hull of other
“goodies” that will appeal to shareholders, not policyholders.

Berger concluded that unless associations frustrate industry attemplts to
take back last year's gains, unit owners could soon find themselves fight-
ing the same battles they won in 2010, To insure that association offi-
cials statewide were provided with an cpportunity to familiarize
themselves with 201 1's legislative objectives and obstacles, Berger or-
ganized training sessions themed like a military-style Boot Camp. Her
"Tallohassee” strategy emulated General George 5. Patton, who de-
scribed the rationale for his rescue campaign during the Battle of the
Bulge, “I don't like paying for the same real estate twice.”

Although assaciations lost irreplaceable legislative assets when Bog-
danoff and Atwater moved up the polifical food chain, Berger's Commu-
nity Advocacy Network ([CAN) and Becker & Poliakoft’s Community
Associotion Lleadership Lobby [CALL) effectively sireamlined the commu-
nication networks available to associations and their members during
the legislafive session. This new vehicle ployed a crifical role in the |ost
session’s productivity by allowing associations to react quickly and in
force when confronted by political pitfalls.

If association members use this new tool to thwart the upcoming ses-
sion’s bad bills, it will go a long way to confrol future maintenance
costs. If not, these bills could wind up being escorted into Rick Scott's of-
fice by their authoring lobbyists. Six days before announcing his guber-
naforial candidocy, the Governor was deposed in a case investigated
by FDLE wherein his new company, Sclantic, defrauded Medicare and
Scott lied to regulators.

After curing the viclations with his checkbook, the citizens of Flarida de-
cided to reward his “integrity” with guardianship of the public trust, re-
manding the defendant ta the Governor’s mansion.

Given his history of hammering the public to benefit shareholders, no
one craves learning what Governor Scott will do while courted by lob-
b}'isls armed with numbered Caymen lsland accounts and murching or-
ders to "do whatever it takes!” The Galt Mile Community Association
will closely monitor the session and pass on progress updates as neces-
sary. By the session’s end, curious Florida residents will know whether
their new rainmaker views them os “shareholders” or “the public."
Stay tuned...»

SO MUCH PLANNING
GOES INTO RETIREMENT.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT TAXES AS WELL?

It's |ikt'l} that vour retirement income may come from
MENY SOUTCes, such as Social Security, p:-n:-c]m: distribmtions,
a 401{k) or IRA withdrawals, That's why, if taxes are a
concern for vou, its important to choose the right investments
for your |uu't|'n]in. \i Fdward Jones, we have many opt Hons
that can give you more control over your taxes, so you can
enjoy what you've worked so hard to achieve,

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannol provide tax athice, You should

consult with a qualified tax specialist for prafessional advice an yoar specific situation

Call today to see how our unigue, face-to-face approach
makes us best-suited to help long-term investors meet their
current needs and future financial goals.

LeAnn ) Barber
Financial Advisor

1719 E Commercial Blvd
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33334
954-493-8651

www.edwardjones.com verber Siec

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Tutle... Confinued

Mareover, since most high intensity deck lamps were installed on association parking
decks - a substantial distance from the beach - none of them fell into the "A” [most

th reatening] category. After consulling with former Inspections Manager Cate MeCal
frey, Lovingshimer agreed. Going forw a rd, code inspectors would work with associa-
tions to insure that complionce didn't sacritice resident sofety or blast holes in the

association budget.

The Meeti

aeting
Fallowing approval of the arrangement

cials, Att

engineer of the Browa

Abter Fisher congratulated Galt Mile Associations for voluntarily creating o vehicle that
balanced resident safety with Sea Turtle survival, questions were fielde
shimer, Fisher, McCaffrey, Public Works Facilities Manager Tom Terrell and Enviror

mental Services' Kris McFadden,

Within the next three manths, every associalion kept its commitment, addressing more
than 90% of the lighting violations along the Galt

Code Compliance - Al

Building Department chief Valerie Bohlander.

What Now?

the Galt Mile Advisory Board a few weeks
loter, former Code Compliance chief McCalf rey off e red to address association con-
cems by porlicipaling in a joint presentation by City and County environmental off i
Ee May 7, 2007 Presidents Council meefing in Playa del Mar, after
Lovingshimer summarized the general agreement, Natural Resource Specialist Lou
Fisher from the Beach and Marine Section of Broward County’s Natural Resources
Planning and Management Division described how various types of lighting affect Sea
Turtle nesting habits and haichling behavior — the scientific rafionale for the ordinance.
Fisher works with retiring Broward Beach Administrator Stephen Higgins, a primary
:'?Cr::unh; Beach Renourishment Project.

ile beach. Shortly after Loving-

shimer declared the project a success, the Galt Mile suddenly lost a good friend in
[Dvingshimer passed away. On November 20, 2007, Loving:

shimer was posthumously named "2007 Code Enforcement Officer of the Year” by

Soon after Lovingshimer's unfimely demise, Cate McCalf

of Business Enterprises and Michael Malone
Eliqnce Division. GMCA officials met with
egency Tower to confirm our understanding with the City. By 2010, Lovingshimer's
“turtle-sale lighting” hat was passed to Code Compliance officer Mario Sotolongo.
Mot enly is Sotolongo familiar with the neighborhood and experienced with helping

N

was named
r. Maloney at the

-
v

was promoled to Director
anager of the Code Com-

—

member associafions explore frugal compliance options -
like Lovingshimer - he assigns a higher priority to resident
safety than racking up support siatistics for depopulation
spooks in Tallahassee.

When beachfront buildings first adapted seaward fixtures
with shields and screens to quickly and inexpensively com-
ply with City Law, the oceantront evening environments of
many associations noticeably dimmed. As lomps that were
hastily jury-rigged with blocking devices a few years ago

ave up 1?:9 ghost, many associations replaced them with

igh intensity bollards, \gi(xiuras with monochromatic yvellow
hqﬂbs or high intensity directional fixtures — prelerably as
parof a professional lighting plan - that brightened the
deck without illuminating the adjocent beach. Several of
the high intensity deck lamps have also been replaced with
compliant fixtures,

A Heods Up

During the past three years, several associations reported
receiving telephone threats from people or organizations
claiming enforcement authority for the City Iig%ling ord
nance. When the neighborhood association contacted Fort
Lauderdale's Code Compliance Division, they confimed
that the claims were fraudulent.

The only authority empowered to enforce the City’s lighting
ordinance is the Code Compliance Division of the Fort
Louderdale Building Depariment. To avoid headaches and
save money, associations planning to alter or upgrode their
lighting should contact Mario Sotolonge at 254-828-6326.

hile keeping the neighborhood association up to speed
about compliance issues, Mario spent the past tew years
working directly with member associations to remE‘I?' legiti-
mate violafions and dismiss baseless or unreasonable com-
plaints. In November, 2010, while assisting four Galt Mile
associations upgrade or modify beachfront lighting, Soto-
longo said “In this neighborhoad, most p&opﬂt and their as-
sociations want to do the right thing. However, they want
lighting solutions that are right for both people and turtles.”
\go rck of wisdom!e

——
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219 Commercial Blvd.

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
{Between the Intracoastal & A1A)

Call For Store Hours
954-776-2646 (COIN)

commercialrarecoin.com
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Tune In Speech,
Tune Out Norse'

(elel:mlmg Our 40th Annwersury'

-+ We promise to provlde you with cutsTﬂndlng
customer care ad state-obtheart heurmg instru-
ments from AlL the Major Manufacturers:
Starkey, Siemens, Oticon, Widex, Phonok, Resound
and more to help you hear better. Salisfaction
with your new hearing instruments is our top
pricrity. We will guide you through the impor-
tant steps to improve your hearing and get
you back to your daily life.

A Atlantic Hearing Aid Center

2310 E. Oakland Park Blvd.,
Fort Lauderdale. Florida 33306

954-563-4226

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

*SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.
 MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YeARs oF

ATTORNEY AT LAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Handling cases in Broward, Dade and Palm Beach Counties from Ft. Lauderdale. The hiring of 2
lawyer 2 important decison that should not be based solely upon advertisements, Before you

diecide, ask me to send you free writhen information about my qualications and experience.

SE Corner US1 & Oakland Park Blvd. In Times Square Plaza

YOUR FULL SERVICE
CONTRACT COMPANY

o MWD

(954) 428-0033

www.central-ac.com
-

GALT MILE COMMUNITY THE WAY SERVICE WAS MEANT TO BE!
Providing quality

service and customer satisfaction for 25 years!!

BASIC PACKAGE COVERAGE

CAC also sells and installs

Air Conditioning Included
{including compressor - up fo 4 tons)
Heating System Included
Thermostat/Humidistat Included
Refrigarator Included
lcemaker Included
Cold Water/ ice Dispenser Included
Oven/Range (includes self-cleaning) Included
Garbage Disposal (replacement -1/2 HP) Included
Plumbing & Electric (3 Baths) Included
Dishwasher Included
Washer/Dryer Included
Water Heater (up to 40 gallons) Included
*EQUNPMENT OVER FIFTEEN (15) YEARS OF AGE
IS NOT ELIGIBLE AND EXCLUDED FOR REPLACEMENT*

TOTAL BASIC PACKAGE $260.00

MNew Air Conditioning Systems,
Hot Water Heaters and more

Call for a FREE EST.I'MATE

AVAILABLE DPTIDNE
i Air Conditionar (up to 4 tons) S60.00

Yearly AYC Check-Up (each) $35.00
Microwave (Built-in) 530,00
Extendead Plumbing 530.00
Each Additional Bath 510,00
Freezer {separate) $25.00
Dauble Oven 220,00
Trash Compactor 520,00
Thermador Dven £35.00
2nid Redngerator 525.00
Jenn-Air Range 525.00
Sub-Zero & GE Monogram Refrigerator $25,00
Iestant Hol 20,00
*Replacements:
Alr Conditioner

[uep B 4 o - gnchrdess veater cooled units} 260,00
ndf Mir Conditioner

[up k-4 ons - eccchades waler cooled anits) S60.00
Watber Heator (sach - up 1o 40 gal) £35.00
Refrigerator jexciudis Built-in) 520,00
OvenRange $20.00
Deslnwasher 20,00
Washer {exchudes stock-sets) $25.00
Deyer (nxchues stack-zets) $25.00

No Deductibles

Unlimited
service Calls

# 35 Highly Trained Service Technicians

N

# 2 HR. Time Spans for Regular
Service Appointments
— No All Day Waiting!

# On Call 7 Days / 24 Hours a Day
# Sarving the Entire Tri-County Area
# State Regulated - Licensed & Insured

+ Naw Fully Stocked Vans Equipped with
Satellite Tracking Devices

# Large Parts Department

\ J

STATE OF FLORIDA LICENSE NO. 80228
CACO 32383 - CFC57183 - ECO001122
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#1 RecoaNIzED NAME IN REAL ESTATE
DON'T SETTLE FOR ANYTHING BUT THE BEST
ESTABLISHED IN 1977 - SERVING SouTH FLORIDA

Century

Hansen REALTY

THE LAN DINGS
Paroramic INTRACOASTAL VIEWS FROM THIS
5 georoom, 5.5 + samss on 90" oF waTER.

Meany extras. 52,495,000,

HARBOR BEACH
3 Beoroow, 2.5 BATH WATERFRONT POOL
Home, 250' Dock, meact winoows & Top
OF THE LINE ArpLIaNcES. $2,195,000.

E

i o
lﬂh}x ol
FORT LF;U DERDALE

BeaumeuL 4 ssoroom, 4.5 satH
WATERFRONT POOL HOME, GORGEQUS KITCHEN
AND MANY UPGRADES. §1,675,000.

A e

BERMUDA RIVIERA
FuLLy REMODELED 5/4, WATERFRONT,
NO FIXED BRIDGES, OCEAN ACCESS POOL
HoMe. Many upcrapes. $1,249,000,

954-280-8074
Juuevec21@aoL.com

85 WATERFRONT TROPICAL

LAS OLAS BEACH CLUB
Upcranen 34,5 wiTH BREATHTAKING CCEAN,
IsTRAcoasTAL & Cimy viEws, MaseLE FLooss,
IMPACT WINDOWS AND MorE, 52,399,000,

INTERNATIONAL STUDIOS

LIPDATED STUDNOS OM THE BEACH AT
Lavoesnace sy HE Sea. For Sace 594,900,
Rewt Seasonal 51,300, rer wonTH.

OCEANFRONT PENTHOUSE
4 Ben, 6 gaH, 10° FLOOR TO CEILING
WIHMM. AMATING '.'IE“!I. MARBLE AND ONYX
& wucw wome. $3,350,000.

CORALRIDGE C.C.
Tomawly RENOWATED 4/3.5 WATERFRONT POOL
HOME WITH DOCK, (GOURMET KITCHEN AND
wesTER sUIE. $1,048,000.

8954-234-7305
JENTBUYANDSELLWITHJEN.COM

RETREAT!

THE Lanomcs, 4 seo, 3 are, 3000 so. e1,

oF RELAAmoN]! $848, 000,

“ROYAL AMBASSADOR

SHORT SALE
RewovateD 1/1.5 WitH OCEAN VIEWS,
Best varue on Tve Gaor. $190,000.

GALT MILE VALUE!
Recency Towen Soumw, 2 seo, 2 BaTH,
SE oceanviews, FURNSHINGS INCLUDED,

$275,000.

it T ;“}” mi

It

L= g i)

ROYAL AMBASSADOR
OceanrronT 312 WIGREAT VIEWS, RENOWATED
KITCHER AND BATHS, [MPACT WINDOWS AND
T FLooRs, $415,000.

CoLLEEN
KeLLy

954-598-3544

COLLEEN.KELLYcENTURYZ T .cOM

Printed by The UPS Store: #54-568-1990 @

FGR EC L'DEURE
DIRECT OCEANFRONT
Dcean & INTRACOASTAL VeEWS.

Granme mitchen, $509,900.

POINT OF AMERICAS
INCREDBLE OCEANFRONT CONDOS OFFERMNG
MAGNIFICENT VIEWS OF THE BEACH, CDAST,
INLET ASD CITY. STarTNG AT 5498 000,

FORECLOSURE | THE PALMS
OcEANFRONT "THROUGH™ CONDO
OFFERING EAST & WEST BALCORIES,
Privare eLevaros, 5-S1an resoar. $599,900,

L HEHMITAGE
Ocean veew, Hich FLOOR.
Must Sewdl
Braig Av Qeeens,

954-290-3433
JiLLEFLPrOPERTIESONLINE.COM



REGENC‘l" TDWER SDUTH

Direct oceanrront NE corner 32,5 witk

wearLy 2200 so. F7. oF LvNG sPace!
Micery uppaten! $525,000.

EDGEWATER ARMS!

WeLL mammamen 202 wiocean views! FuLl
AMENITY BUILDING W/ON-SITE SECURITY. NoT A

sHoRT saLE! A sTeaL ar $180,000!

WEe ARE THE BEsT ON THE BEACH !

OvVER 2.4 MiLLioN User HITS PER MONTH

2 LocaTions * OpeN 7 Days A WEEK

| |
FLA‘I’A DEL MAR
Seecoous AwD cHARMING 212 WITH OPEN FLOOR
PLAN, BEAUTIFULLY FURKESHED AND HURRICAME
sHurTers, $349,000,

LAUDEHDALE BY THE SEA
157 FLoos, susny 212 wiTH EXTRA LARGE
PATIO OVERLOOKING POOL AND GARDENS,
$159,000. om mewt For ST1000./wonTH

= :_":F 1:

e

PALM AIRE

212 WITH TILE THRU-OUT MAIN LIVING AREAS.

NEwLY CARPETED AND FRESHLY PAINTED]
Overiooks colr course! 575,000

PLAYA DEL MA.R
TotaLLy REDONE 212 ON THE DCEAN, NEW
EITCHEM 'ﬂl‘GRAh.TE AND TCP OF THE LINE

APPLIAKCES AND Mo=E. $389,000.

WILTON MANORS

UiroaTED POOL HOME WITH INCREDIELE
FINISHES ON A PRIVATE WATERFRONT LOT!

Impact winoows! Mew Batus! $529,000.

BiLL
CLARKE

954-804-9400
BCLARKEREALTOR{TAOL.COM

MINT{] 1I.I'ILL.l'-"uS BY THE SEA
J3, TIE THROUGHOUT, UPGRADED APPLIAMCES,
GRANITE THROUGHOUT, PRIVATE 5E4 CLUB,
£769.900.

JuLIE

DANIELS

954-895-0311
JuLielJuLIEBYTHESEA.COM

SPACIOUS SOUTHERN VIEW
SOUTH FACNG SPACIOUS OCEARFRONT H2,
2 can aanace smces, WID & NEW
winoows. 5375,000. Descasn 954-396-3174

INTRACOASTAL HOME

1/1.5 Coaner aPT 14 THE HEART oF CoRraL

RincE. UPDATED KITCHEN & COVERED PARKING,

§175,000, CaLL Deaoman 954-396-3174

WALK TO BEACH

InveEsTOR FRIERDLY 211 COBNER NEAR BEACH,

AND GaLLERia Mavs, Newer KimcHen & mami.

$149,900, CaLL Desoaay 954-396-3174

AFFORDABLE EAST OF Us1
Exsr oF Fepeaal 212 wiSCREEKED BALCONY,
RESORT STYLE POOL, LOW MAINT. WICABLE.
$85,900. Cavi Depoaan 954-306-3174

954-396-3174
RLTRDEBIBELLSOUTH.NET
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= More EXPOSURE FOR YOU!

SHORE CLUE CON Dﬂ
RenowvaTED 22 WITH GRANITE KITCHER AND
UPDATED BATHS, DESNGNER FURKITURE,
BIG BALCONY PLUS MuCH MORE. 308,000,

CORAL RIDGE

BeaunsuLLy REROVATED 312 POOL HOME WITH
2 caR GARAGE. CANAL WATERVIEW A% YOU WALK M

A toma wusT sesl $967,000.

WILTI'JN MAHGR RWERFRGNT
2/2.5 RENOVATED TOWNHOME,
GREAT DECK AND BOAT DOCK.
Reoucen to $258 900,

CORAL POINT

Rewnowaten 22 cowno wigrear views, Newer
eveRyTHMG & WPacT wikoows, PeT Frienow &
OWNER FHARCING, 5108,000,

AW

954-709-2565
ToM.WOLFIREALTOR.COM




G | No ComPETITION & No COMPARISON
JZ'I ESTABLISHED IN 1977 AND STiLL GOING STRONG!

-

o= 3 = =il : - e
DOWNTOWN FT. LAUDERDALE IMPERIAL POINT TIDES ON HOLLYWOOD ATLANTIS POMPANO
PriME WATERFRONT PROPERTY 93" DIRECTLY Just Repucen, 312 poow HoWEe wiores FLOOR CompLETELY REDONE 22, VERY BRIGHT AND
oN THE New River. Huge LoT over

TotaLLy RENOVATED 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH.
PLAN AKD EAT-IH HITCHEN. LARGE FENCED
113 acre. 5450,000. varp & 2 car carace, $327.000.

SPACIOUS WITH BRAND NEW FURNITURE AND WEwWLY DECORATED AND FURNISHED,
oCEAN viEws. $399,000. §299,500.

LAKE WORTH | IMF'ERI.#.L F'DINT | HAMPTUN N HOUSE CQNDD
BEAUTIFUL TWO STORY HOME IN GATED

GALT TOWERS
Larse 32 pamy HoME witH PooL, Opew TOTALLY UPGRADED AND REMODELED 2/1 ON THE
COMMUNITY, 53 WiTH OREN KITCHEN. GREAT FLOOR PLAN, NEWER WINDOWS, SIUTTERED
Famy ARea, 5289,900.

AND MUcH more, $325,000,

Urnaren 2/2 wiTh REW WINDOWS AND
WATER WITH MO FIXED BRIDGES AND IMPACT WINDOWS, FURNSHED,
DCEAM Access, $199,900. Reoucen 1o 5335, 500.

CALL ME DIRECT

* SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

'y + CONDOS
: 3 i A - * TOWNHOMES
SILVER THATCH CGRAL RlUGE TOWERS LAKEWEW LODGE SAE.EEI:EE:':P:I?SET
RemooeLED 212 WITH STUNNING VIEWS ON BlRiGHT AND SUMNY USDATED 2 BED, 2 BaTH 1 Benroou, 1 BATH WITH BEAUTIFUL VEWS. « PRE-FORECLOSED PROPERTIES
THE INTRACOASTAL, LARGE TERRACE WITH UNIT WITH NEW TILE FLODRS, SPARKLING KITCHEN Bour pock AvaLABLE, WALKING [eSTANCE
IMPACT winDOWS, $279,000, ANG MucH MoRe. WaLk To seacs! $143,900. TO ALL MasoR sTores. 144,900,

ON THE BEACH!

Forr LauoernaLE, Pourano BeacH

DeearieLn, LAUDERDALE BY THE SEA,
OCEANFRONT UNITS

k - bl HiLLseomn Beack, Hichuann Beach,
AVAILABLE " . - ' Devrar Beacy, Boca Raroa
FrRoM THE $160's, :
Don' \ £200,000. o §750,000.
INVERRARY e e IS LAUDERDALE BY THE SEA
o 25 o o e s | ey co o o [ s
course, GaTen comsuniTy, $165,000. AT THE BEACH,

FoiANCING AVAILABLE
Lowest Interest Rates i 50 Yeans

SANDY BEACH A FEW STEPS FROM YOUR DOOR.
RewcoeLen & paATIALLY FURNSHED, $395,000,

v BARRY
N WILLBRANT

Davip
PICKERING

954-599-6824
954-557-B797

954-288-8110 954-818-8808 954-815-7100
JOSE.GOMEZECENTURYZ1.COM SOLOIWESELLFLORIDAHOMES.COM BARRETT7 419 @RELLSOUTH.NET

WiLuiam. Lamonicaficentury21.com
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Hansen ReaLTy

THE ONLY TRUE INTERNATIONAL BRAND IN 68 COUNTRIES AND TERRIRORIES
MuLTI-LINGUAL * FRENCH, SpaNISH, Russian, DaNisH, CHINESE AND MANY OTHERS

TRANSLATES INTO SMooOTH DEeaLs For You

GALT TDWE RE
2 BED, 2 BATH CORKER USIT DRECTLY ON THE
SAND WITH OCEAM AND CITY VIEWS. [MmacT
WINDOWS FURNZHED or NoT. $309,000.

COMMODORE CGHD

Lovely 2 sen, 2 BATH LOCATED RIGHT ON THE
BEACH. UIPDATED KITCHEN, LARGE ROOMS,

WALK-N CLOSETS AND LARGE DECK, 5325,000,

FLMA DEL SOL
2 Beoroow, 2 BATH BUILDMNG O THE SAND
WiTH GREAT ocEaN views. WID, 1 assiGnen
PARFING SPACE AND MORE. $329,900.

THE GALLEON CONDO

BeaunruL 22 OCEANFRONT CONDO WITH
DIRECT OCEAN VIEWS, COMPLETELY RENOVATED
ALUS mucH more, $550,000.

954-249-7879
HEN"IH.‘-F‘E’G“I.“-BQ“

BM’ COLGHY
Cusrtom 5/6.5 on DEER waTeR. lupacT
WINDOWS, ELEVATOR, FIREPLACE, GENERATCR
AND MUCH, MUCH more. 53,400,000,

SEA RANCH LAKES
WarerraoNT GATED 514 POOL HOME ON THE
INTRACOASTAL, LARGE LOT AND DCEAN
access, 51,600,000

SIL\I’ER SHGH ES
TRUE ELEGANCE AND LUXLRY % THS 5/4.5
TUSCAN INSPERED ESTATE WITH AMAZING
upcranes, Ocean access, 52,795,900,

LAS ULﬁ.S E'Ir THE SEA
413 PooL HOME WIGOURMET KITCHEN AMD
over J000 sa. FT. STEPS TO THE BEACH YET
cLose 10 Trewoy Las Ocas, 51,050,000,

954-993-9362
AMDREAIASENESLCOM

EMBASSY TDWE RS
Crarmmc 212 CORDO WITH LARGE BALCONY
WITH VIEWS OF THE OCEAN AND INTRACOASTAL.
New wooo FLooRs Ao more. $19T, 500,

e
L'HERMlTA.GE
212 + Dew on THE 25TH FLOOR wiocEAN & iy
vIEwS, RESORT LIKE BUILDING, 10+ acRES oF
Lawo & peT FriEkoLy, $679,000.

Luxuay HIGH-RISE O THE SAND 212
O LOW FLOOR WITH AMATING OCEAN VIEWS,
Resomt sTvLE BueoinG, $365,000.

CORAL HEIGHTS

ToTaLLY RENOVATED 42 1BOME WITH LARGE
FEMCED ¥ARD WITH REDONE POOL AND
WEWER HOT Tug, $340,000,

BAYSHORE EMBASSY CONDO
BRIGHT, LiGHT AND iRy 211.5, THREE BLOCKS
THE THE BEACH, FURNISHED, HURRRICAN WINDOWS
amo mone, §149,900

Davip
WHITWORTH

954-654-2317
owcTy21@aoL.com
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SOUTHPOINT
212 on ThE 1TH FLODR. BALCONY OVERLOONS
OCEAN, POOL, INTRACOASTAL & ciTy, UrcrAsED
KITCHEN AND BATHROOMS, 5449,000,

L'HE RMITAGE
F4 ExcuisTE ASCOT MODEL WITH DEECT OCEAN,
RESORT AND SE COASTLINE, WRAR AROUND
paLCoNY AND More. §1,629,000,

L HEH MITAGE | SUB PENTHOUSE
Unecue 212,5 + pex with 10° ceiwinss,
2 LARGE BALCOMIES, DIRECT OCEAN & FURNISHED
BY FAMOUS DEsiGNER. 979,000,

SHIRLEY

ATtTias

854-562-0903
SHIRLISA2ITEARTHLINK.COM




Jury...Confinued

One non-profit organization whose functions were formerly per-
formed by a Government agency created to channel Federal
Funds to needy cifizens was nailed for bid rigging, kickbacks,
and bribery. T{ne Company habitually spent money on excessive
program costs including clothes, laptops, field trips, and elabo-
rate graduation ceremonies with champagne toasts. Although
they were doing Government business using taxpayer dollars, the
jurors found it “trustrating and absurd” that the employees or re-
cipients of this government funded contract couldn't be charged
under Chapter %38 (o statute that governs the behavior of Public
Officials) since they technically weren't “public servants.”

Other instances included a suspect who was paid cash to falsify
the number of community service hours completed by a proba-
tioner for the Department of Corrections; ancther tock cash from
undercover law enforcement officers to dodge reporting and
other requirements of a pre-rial release program. Home inspec-
tors J:ai with taxpayer dollars religiously Fcﬁsiﬁed records about
conducting home visits, The State Attorney’s Office concluded that
since these employees failed to meet the definition of “public ser-
vant”, no charges could be filed under Chapter 838.

Privatization proponents extol the fiscal virtues of replacing lum-
bering Governmental bureaucracies with profit-oriented corporate
machinery. The report surmised that the taxpayerfunded corpo-
rate waste, fraud and abuse that replaced Government waste,
fraud and abuse wasn't subject to oversight or prosecution. When
an ngenct: is £ri~mﬁzed, taxpayers continue to fund prolgrnm
deficits. The Grand Jury noted the impact this portends tor
Florida's prisons, many of which are or will be privatized. The
bribes paid to guards and prison officials increase the costs of in-
carceration, which are then paid by taxpayers. The jurors submit
“The time has come for the Legislature to cﬂ:s& this appalling
loophole.”

To differentiate between criminal consequences for an action
under Chapter 838 and civil penalties for the same action in the
State’s Code of Ethics, the Legislature used the words “corruptly”
or “with corrupt intent” throughout Chapter 838. The panel points
out that legally there is no distinction and the language was used
solely to create a prosecutorial burden that is nearly impossible to
meet. The Grand Jury concluded, “We find that the standard crim-
inal burden of ‘intentionally’ or ‘knowingly” is sufficient to estab-
lish @ public servant has acted with scienter [guilty knowledge] as
to seggruha these offenses from an unintentional viclation which
may be civil.”

Having demonstrated that the poorly drafted laws regulating
Florida's government procurement process invite corruption, the
jurors want the legislature to enact a realistic “Bid tampering or

id rigging” statute - using Federal regulations as a template.
They identify Bid Suppression, Complementary Bidding, Bid Roto-
tion and Customer or Market Allocation as the four major
schemes widely used by conspiring contractors. Even when per-

trators are caught red-handed, the current Florida statute is so

imited that most jurisdictions refuse to waste resources prosecut-
ing these offenses. Contractors can split bids with impunity, use
shals and middlemen, maintain no records, perform shoddy or no
work and still get paid.

Bribes have become a statewide way of life since the Florida
Supreme Court held that Florida’s commercial bribe receiving law
under F.S. 838.15 was unconstitutionally vague. About half of the
bottom line for dealerships selling big ticket items like automo-
biles, boats or construction equipment is generated by associated
finance and insurance (F&l) subsidiaries. Employed as an inde-
pendent contractor for Miami-based Kelly Tractor Company, Mark
Smith received commissions for lining up loan candidates. Preda-
tory Credit Manager Robert Rogue hammered Smith for 33 -

40% kickbacks on deals Smith negotiated from October 1, 1990, to
lune 30, 1991, when Smith finally refused to continue being
coverlly victimized. When Roque was charged with 35 counts of
“Commercial Bribe Receiving,” the Court granted his motion fo dis-
miss the charges, finding the poorly drafted statute unconstitutionally
vague and susceptible to nrbirmr(}:r application. Although reversed
on appeal, the Florida Supreme Court quashed, agreeing with the
lower court's invalidation of F.5. 838. I%,

Since Roque v, State was adjudicated more than 15 years ago, the
legislature has done nothing to reconstruct the judicially neutered
statute. After describing a litany of outrageous payoffs by contrac-
tors, morrgnge brokers, etc the Grand Jurz asserts “As it stands now,
commercial bribery is not unlawful under Florida law and it will re-
main this way unfirrhe Llegislature is forced to address these statutory
flaws. In our opinion, it would take litfle effort and have no budget-
ary impact to redralt these statutes so that they address the constitu-
tional concerns outlined by the courts.” Don't ‘fmld your breath — the
jurors certainly aren't.

A Palm Beach County grand jury proposal to prevent pleadin

down fo a lesser chuge by ubﬁc officials who misuse their o%ice
was adopted by the Grand Jury. Called “Under the Color of Law”,
crimes committed by public servants would be increased i:;}/ one de-
gree of classification and one level of severity, not knocked down to
a parking ticket.

The panel identifies several ethics violations that should be criminal-
ized, including soliciting or accepting a gift, unauthorized compen-
sation, or misuse of public position. Instead of the customary slap on
the wrist, categorizing these violations as third degree felonies
~.-.f|::u..||-::i guarantee that they leave a scar — in the form of a criminal
record.

Voting conflicts of interest should be criminally punished as well.
Other conflicts recommended for criminalization include doing busi-
ness with one's agency, entering into conflicting employment or con-
tractual relationships, using the office to secure a special privilege,
benefit, or exemption for the officehclder, or others. Since the pun-
ishment should be commensurate with the size of the rip-off, the
Grand Jury recommends linking it to a sliding scale of monetary
thresholds.

To “hold government officials accountable for efficient, costeffective
government operations and fo prevent, detect, identify, expose and
eliminate fraud, waste, corruption, illegal acts and abuse,” the jurors
would like to see independent inspectors general riding herd from
within government agencies. These watchdogs would Ea administra-
tively answerable to a new and independent Office of State Inspec-
tor General. Althcu?h responsible to the heads of their respective
agencies, the local IGs are exempt from reporting to them about in-
vestigations. To close a potential statutory source of leaks, the jurors
also exempted them from compliance with the public records law in
(in F.5. Chapter 119) until the investigation is complete.

They want to enhance Florida's Whistle-blower's Act with a rewards
program for the conviction or discharge of viclators while expand-
ing their range of targets to include “any entity, business, corpore-
tion, or non-profit organization which receives government funding
to perform a governmental function or service.”

The Grand Jury approved a series of housekeeping clarifications im-
?acring Vublic officials who are subject to multiple regulatory codes.
he resulting conflicts are often contradictory, such as one that pro-

hibits lawmakers from voting on issues from which they derive a fi-
nancial benefit and another that requires them to report such a
conflict within 15 days of the vote. The jurors want lawmakers to rec-
oncile how the corruption Statute treats disclosure of potential con-
flicts of interest and abstention from voting with the more rigorous
standards in the House and Senate rules.

Confinued on poge 17
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Jury... Continued

They would also remove compliance discrepancies between
elected and appointed officials performing the same function.
For instance, unlike elected County Commissioners, those ap-
pointed by the Governor aren’t subject to State Ethics Code
constraints against voting conflicts. They also 5u§gesl raising
the maximum fines that can be imposed by the State Commis-
sion on Ethics from $10,000 to $?00,00 , significantly beef-
ing up the deterrent.

Similar to the prosecutorial anathema created when lawmakers
applied the language “corruptly” or “with corrupt intent” to cre-
ate a false legal distinction between actions based on motive,
the Grand Jury sought to supplant the ill-defined “special pri-
vate gain” in the corruption stalute with “any gain.”

A Sun-Sentinel survey revealed that only 400 out of an ex-
pected 30,000 financial disclosure forms were filed by Florida
public officials. The jurors explained that Filinﬂ a false report is
a criminal viclation while filing no report would only evoke civil
charges - if caught. They recommended applying the same
criminal penalties for both actions.

While satisfied with the efforts of the State Ethics Commission,
the Grand Jury is leery of its dependence upon the Legislature
for budget appropriations. They are also fans of the ﬁiumi-
Dade and Palm Beach models tor patterning local Ethics Com-
missions, which they recommend for every ?Ic:rida County. Not
Surprisingly, the report states “when Broward County initiated
its Commission on Ethics, many on the Broward County Com-
mission opposed giving the ethics commission the authority
needed to investigate and enforce the local code of ethics.” Ju-
rors were referring to the “Ritter Amendment,” o poison pill cre-
ated by Broward Commissioner Stacy Ritter whicﬁolhreatened to
change the independent County Inspector General conceived
by the Broward Ethics Commission into an impotent lackey. In-
credibly, it precluded the |.G. from using evidence of wrongde-
E}g developed by the media and uch.luﬁy punished whistle
owers.

Convenience is key.
We'll come to you at no additional cost.

Following o weeklong blistering county-wide public outery, Rit-
ter backed off, telling reporters that when she read her amend-
ment several times at the County Commission meeﬁn}? -
Epacificully convened fo consider the new Broward Code of
thics — she hadn't noticed that a section of her amendment
was mysteriously missing. The press was understandably con-
fused, given her earlier claim that she developed the amend-
ment’s [anguage over many months. At a special meeting
called o week later, the missing language magically reap-
peared, vesting the Inspector (genarul with the right to follow N
any viable leads, whether or not they were acceptable to Ritter _ (
or the other Commissioners. _~

Ronald J. Weinbaum, CPA*, MTAX

The Grand Jury identified loopholes in the State Election Laws

that need to be plugged. For example, campni%r"r contributions Tax Preparation

are pmhilbifed&n Gol:egmanl-crwnadTlﬁuildings ut pakrmissli_.bla

in space lease the Government. They support striking the

two-year statute of limitations for investigating o first degree 954.326.9795
misdemeanor and other violations. By prohibiting 3-pack adver- weinbaumcpa@bellsouth.net

tising they hope to eliminate a loophole that allows three collud-
ing candidates to pay for advertising with ;f)uanr or committee gy
funds instead of their individual campaign funds. They also ask we~file provider
the Laiishatura to define the term “residency” to adequately en-

force the requirement that a candidate actually live in the dis-
trict when running for or elected to office. Finally, the Grand *Regulated by the State of Florida
Jury asked for greater latitude for the Election Commission to

initiate investigations, adding “willful” criminal viclations and . . . ;
“willful and non-willful” civil violations to their jurisdiction and mention this ad and receive a 10% discount

Continued on page 22
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

FEB/MAR

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS, GO TO THE CALENDAR AT

13

SUN

Urban Gourmet Morkst

6 1201 E, Los Ofos Bhvd,
% am. fo 4 pm.

[nfo.: 9544624166

|

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Riveewnlk, Downtown FL
11 0.m. to 2 pm
Infa.: 954-876-5985

MON

JY)

E

_WED

BINGO

Golt Towers Sociol Roam
(4250 Goft Qceon Drive)

7:30 p.m.,
Info.: Cyndi Sanger: 954-563-7268

Uiban Gourmet Motkst
1201 E Las Olos Bhd.

Yomiod pm.
Info.: 954-462-4166

1

Andren Bocelli

4 BankAranfc Cenfer
T30 pm

Ti.: www.ticketmstes.com

West Side

15

Stary, Broadway
{Through 2/27)
Browoed Canter

Tix.: 9544620222

Hard Rock Live

éunkia Yolli and the Four Seqsons |
1 Tiec: ficketmaster.com

Commissioner Bruce Roberts: Business Education Seminar Series:
! FIE"AQFEIIIjJ Meerin$ Fart Louderdale Business Accounting Using Quickbooks
Romance in the Gordens Coedingl Gibbans High Schoal, Media Room City Commission Mesting Wor Memorial Auditarium
Flaminga Garders bpm. City Holl Sl om
Info.: www.fomingogarders.org Info.: 954-828-5033 b pm. Info.; 954-6264752
Urbon Gourmat Markat President’s Doy BINGO
1901 E Bhd Galt Towers Sacial Room
20 2 ; ﬂlfn;.urm pm 2 1 22 {4250 Golt Ocean Deive) 23
Info.: 9544624166 _ 730 p.m.
Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268
Take Stack in the Markel
Edward Janes Office
ATA Marathon 1719 E Commercial Bhd Toste of the Beach 2011
Dawntorwn Ft Louderdole 6:30 to 7:30 p.m, Louderdale-By-The Seo
& a.m. o Noon h%hr supper provided 6109 pm.
561-241-3801 Info.: Lecnn Borber, 954-493-8651 Info.: 954-776-1000
Urbon Gourmet Market Gipsy Kings Fort Louderdale Winfer Concert Series
27 1201 E. Las Ohas Bivd. 28 Hord Rock Live 1 (City Commission Mesfing Emma Low Oson Center, PFompano
Som todpm g pm. City Holl 7:30 pm. fo %:30 pm.
Info.: §54-462-4166 6pm Info.: §54-786-4111
Commissioner Bruce Roberts: BIRGO
Fr&ﬂﬁ_{lm:ln Meeting Golt Towers Social Room
Condinal Gibbors IEilgh School, Medio Room (4250 ?"3"!} Dcean Drive)
m, 230 pm.
Info.: 95%23-5{:33 Info.: Cyndi Sanger. 954-563-7268
UEE'I:EIJ" Ewmlalr Muat? Kid Rock Ash Wednesdoy
1201 E. Los Qlos Bivd, Hord Rock: Live
6 ‘?qu m. to 4 p.m. 7 8 BINGO 8 pm, 9
bl 74408 Balt Towess Socil Room
(4750 Golt Ocean Drive)
7:30 p.m.
Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Rverwolk, Downtown FL
11 o.m. fo 2 pm.
Infi.: 954-828-5985

E

WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
THU FRI_ AT

Inzz on the Square 37th Annual S Flosida
1 1 The Village Grille 1 2 Depression Glass Show

UPCOMING

20 on 2 Ty Block Pory i ity " (Though 1/13)
200 Block SW 2nd Streat - Emma Low Qlsozzn Civie Center, Pompana
5o % pm Inifo.: 305-884-0335
Info.; 954-468-1541
BINGO Flovida Renaissance Festival O U R / \R E! \
Southpoint’s North Lounge (Through 3/13)
{34000 Galt cean Dr) : Cuiet Wu;P.ﬁIPuik d Marchk 13
55,rpm;,p1‘2?'3 betk 2 "HSSEETE;SBE‘% & St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival
Downiown Hellvwood
An Evening with Lucille Ball lozz on the Square ckler's 20th Annual Croft Fair S
17 i /200 | ] 8 th Viloge i | d (hough 2/20) || Info.: 954921-3404
Broword Center Commerdial Bivd. & A1A South Flosida Fairgrounds
Tiw.: 9544620222 Info.: 386-B60-0092

7 pm. Yl
Infa.: 954-776:5092 Viaren - 1a = .
BMW Tennis Championship

GMCA Advisory Boord Mesting
Nick's Hobian Restourant, 11 o.m. B
alnrise
BINGO For At's Sake Newlife Yopa,/Expo & Raw Food Expa Info.; B77-B77-7677
Southpaint's North Lounge (Thiough 2,/20) (Theough 2/20)
7. The Callide Foctory (541 NW Tt Ave) Broward County Convention Center =y
S5,/ person for 3 boards Info.: 954-235-8396 10 a.m-7 p.m. bt :
- Winter Concert Series
Turnodot Jnzz o the Squose Orange Blossom Festival E = i - .
24 i 25 18 Thoge b 26 Parade ond Rodeo Emma Lou Olson Cenfer, Pompano, 7:30 p.m
Bpm Commercil Blvd. & ATA @ the Bergeron Rodeo Info.. 9547854111
Toc: 95446240222 Tpm, %om. o5 pm

Info.; 954-797-1166

Broward Quilt Expo

BINGO War Memarial Audilariom
Southpoint’s Nosth Lounge Big Cypenss Shoatout Secret Garden Tour of Ft Louderdole QYIS MONCH AUCHIOHUR
(3400 Galt Deean Dr) (Throwgh 2,/27) Church-by-the-Sea (2700 Moyan Or) Info.: @54-R28-5380
7 pm. Billia Swomg Safori 9 om. to 3 pm.
55 /person for 3 boards 100m. to 5 pm. Tix.: 954-541-8475

Jnzz on the Square

The Village Grlle
3 4 Commeicial Bhed. & ATA 5

?CJI]." lazz in the Gardens

Sun Lite Stadivm
Epa, Info. 305622-8043
St o Lo e Skynyd hugha/8 Unleash the Power Within: Tony Robbins
(3400 ?‘3" Ocean i) -:]u.LF.D{ktha Los Olos Blvd. Browarg County Convention Cenler
pLm. m 100am. 1o 5 pm,
55,/parson for 3 boards Info.: ED[EI 45-3000 Info.: 9%??-'51?55 B e
1 0 1 1 L I,rm’:ge il 1 2 Cystic Fibrasis Gold Coast Guild Presents: 22nd
Commercil Blvd. %Mh Anniversay Spring luncheon, "Masques & Mimes
PR Regency Hyoff Pier 66
Info.: $54-563-3034 or 9542327117 [Margie Nagle)
BINGD Bth Annual Infemational Orchid Festivel Loudhesrlle-Bv-Thee Sea Craft Fastival T i T AR 8 A
Southpoint's Noeth Lounge (Theough 3,/13) = -!Il:{au E~|| E?,?ml] " B e ig
(3400 gﬂlr Ocean Dr) ?gﬁjhﬁ TIWI[I:HE'?EIJIE]EHS Luuderduﬁa-hy-rhc—'ieu Wicked, B[Dﬂdwﬁ':,f
p.m. ;30 a.m. o 4:30 p.m, 100m. boSpm ioward Center for the Pedarming Ar
S5 /person for 3 bourds o Ficigmdenon o 954472.9755 g Sonr e Fonarming Ak

Tix.: 954-4620222

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
FEBRUARY 14: Valentine's Concert ot Fairchid, Fairchild Tropdcol Goedens, 7 p.m., Tix_: fairchildgorden.org
FEBRUARY 15~ 27- Dancin® & Romencin', Broward Canter for the Performing Ars, 8 pum., Tix.; 9544620227
FEBRUARY 22: Opera Int’l with the Russion Notionol Symphany: Tinadot, Manmar Culhura Centes, Toc.: 954-402-4500
FEBRUARY 25: George Lopez, Hord Rock Live, 8 p.m., Tie.: ficketmasteccom
FEBRUARY 26: Green Day! Emvironmentod Expo, Liberty Tree Pork (7421 NW Sth 51, Plontotion), 9 o.m. to 3 pm
FEBRUARY 26 - 27- Gun & Enife Show, Wor Memorial Auditorium, Info.: 954-828-5380
FEBRUARY 78: Itzhak Perdmon, Browaord Center for the Pecforming Arts, 8 p.m., Info.; 954-462-0227
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COMMISSIONER BRUCE
ROBERTS’ NEWSLETTER

FROM THE DESK OF COMMISSIONER BRUCE G. ROBERTS

Happy Mew Yearl | hope everyone enjoyed the Holiday Season The
Downtown Countdown 2010, which was held New Year's Eve, was a
hu%a success and ushered in our Centennial. Thousands of residents
and visitors ]pucked downtown Fort Lauderdale on New Year's Eve to
ring in 2011 at the City of Fort Lauderdale Orange Bowl Downtown
Countdown. Presented by Ford Motor Company, this year's event was
bigger and better than ever! The free, 12-hour street festival kicked off
with an array of family activities ot Esplanade Park that included
bounce houses, face painting, inflatables, and a DJ with music, games
and contests. At ?:Gg p.m., tamilies gathered around the main stage
to enjoy a special kids countdown and ball lighting. As midnight ap-
roached, the Mayor and City Commissioners took to the stage to
Eegin the official countdewn to 2011, When the clock struck midnight,
thousands cheered as the “Downtown Countdewn” ball, |'I|||.|'n--ir'u:lhaldg
with more than 10,000 LED lights illuminated with maore than 10,000
LED lights, dropped from the si to officially kick off 2011. The ball
drop was immediately Fo”c:wedyby a five-minute fireworks display that
brilliantly illuminated the sky above Dewntown Forl Lauderdale with
bursts of colorful pyrotechnics. In addition to the Ford Moter Company,
the City would like to thank the Orange Bowl, Corona Light, Dawn-
town Development Authority, Florida Power & Light, Sun-5entinel and
Tarpon Bend for their genercus sponsorship of Downtown Countdown,
and for helping the City provide a free, fun and family friendly event.

As we begin our Centennial in 2011, | believe it is a good time to
pause an reflect on some of cur achievements over the past year:

* 364 Calls tor service were logged into our office by concerned cili-
zens of District 1 in 2010: 90 are still open and seeking action - 18
of which are awaiting input by City or County staff (road closures, traf-
fic studies, code violations, etc.), and while completed, another 72 still
remain open for additional action by Chz staff, or for future considera-
tion by the City Commission. 274 calls have been completed.

* Once again, no increase in the current operating millage rate of
4.1193; we now have the 7th lowest operating millage rate of 31 mu-
nicipalities in Broward County. This also equates to the 3rd lowest rate
among Florida's fourteen largest cities.

* Also, for the second straight year, no increase in the fire assessment

2.
* In 2010, serious crime declined citywide by approximately 4%
when compared to 2009. [Final official figures are not yet available.)
* |nitiated Police/Fire pension reform in finalizing contract negotia-
tions.
* Our reserve fund stands at 19% of the General Fund Budget; this ex-
ceeds the nationally recommended range of 7% to 15%.
* |n the past two years, 145 vacant funded personnel positions were
eliminated.
* 13 parks have been outfitted with lightning warning systems, and 2
new parks are scheduled to open within the next few weeks.
* We hosted approximately 200 special events, which were produced
b}r other organizations.
* Decisions on major projects, which have lingered for years, are now
being moved forward, e. g. Sistrunk Corrider, Bahia Mar and South
Andrews Avenue Business District.
* Strong economic development support through partnerships such as
the Chamber of Commerce’s “Business First” initiative; the TMA's [Sun
Trolley) Plun to expand routes which will cater to hundreds of thou-
sands of cruise ship passengers and bring them to our business and
entertainment venues. (In the future, | will provide more details.)

* We have had meetings and public workshops with many of our advi-

20

sory boards and committees, e.g. Budget Advisory Board, Centennial
Committee, Sustainability Committee (now a board), Visioning Com-
mittee and Beach Redevelopment Board. Follow-up meetings are
scheduled.

These are just a sampling of what your Commission has been work-

ing with you to accomplish in these tough economic times. It also

demonstrates my focused commitment towards my previous promise

te:

* Bring back citizen participation in government decisions

* Bring back effective and efficient public safety

* Bring back collegial leadership to the City Commission

* Bring back balanced development that will protect our neighbor-
hmgs and green space

| want to thank City staff for their constant dedication in addressing
all of the concerns, issues and ideas that come through the Commis-
sion Office — not only for District 1, but also for the &Ty as a whole.
We still have much more that we can do. | am locking forward to an-
other year of working for you.

Gity Manager Search Our consultant has met with the Mayor and all of
the Commissioners as well as with the Commission-appointed City
Manager Search Committee to obtain input related to the qualities,
experience and leadership skills deemetrnecessury for this position.
The City Manager Search Committee has also met to develop their
%uidelines to proceed with their task of narrowing down finalists for

ommission deliberations. |n the future, | will keep you informed of
public meetings to discuss the selection of the City Manager.

Pain Clinics A few months ago, | mentioned that this problem continues
to spread and disrupt the integrity of cur community. Florida's crack-
own on unscrupulous pain sﬁnics has stalled again in Tallahassee,
pending a review by the newly elected governor. Strict new rules for
these pain clinics and their doctors were to take effect November 28.

The rules have been in the weorks for 14 months. The delay oppears
to undercut State Department of Health plans to start detailed inspec-
tions of the approximately 1,000 pain clinics in Florida — especially
ones in Broward and Palm Beach counties that have become a major
source of millions of narcotic pills for drug dealers and addicts
throughout the Southeast. To date, we have closed two clinics by
Holy Cross, one by the Executive Airport, one on Oakland Park
Boulevard, and "raided"” the clinic near Broward General Hospital. |
know there are several others in the City, but please be assured that
this Commission is aggressively pursuing the elimination of ALL illegal
pain clinic operations within our Ci?r. Qur Police Department and
Code Enforcement are actively involved in this undertaking along
with federal agencies and the Florida Department of Health, At the
1/4/11 Commission Meeting, we requested our City Attorney fo ex-
tend our moratorium prohibifin the |icen5ing of new pain clinics. |
will also be in contact with Durﬁobbyisfs to make sure that this issue
continues to move forward at the state level. Please contact our State
|Egis||::m::r5 and the new Governor to make our voices heard on this
important issue.

Centenniol Celebration (Feb ond March Events)

* February 10 - “My Soul is a Witness” - Centennial Celebration of
the 10th anniversary of this book, which is a history of Black Fart
Lauderdale - Cld Dillard Museum at & p.m.

® February 19 - Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament at the Jimmy Evert
Tennis Center

Confinued on page 21
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Commissioner...Confinued

* February 25 - Pineapple Jazz Jam Centennial Cele-
bration at the Stranahan House

* February 25 - Dixie Zone/ 18th Annual Masters Chal-
lenge featuring a Centennial tribute at the Fort Laud-
ard?:lle Aquatic Complex

* February 26 - Sistrunk Centennial Parade and Street
Festival hosted bly Sistrunk Historical Festival cultural or-
ganization to ce ebrate the ﬂccomphshments of peop|e
of African descent, on the Sistrunk Corridor from 11
a.m. until & p.m.

* March 3 - Centennial Sue, a friend of vy (Stranahan)
and Julia (Tuttle), shares memories 11:15 a.m. - 12:15
p.m. at the almost 100-year-old First Presbyterian
Church of Fort Lauderdale

* March 4 - Schocl Board of Broward County Centen-
nial History Fair
* March g}' Too Hot to Hide one-hour walking tour
starting at 2 p.m. at the Fort Lauderdale Woman's
Club, ?ec:luring history of Annie Jumper, Katherine
Rawls, Ivy Stranahan and Frankee Lewis

* March 10 - Riverwalk Trust Centennial Tribute to the
Semincle Tribe of Florida at Timpano Chophouse and
Martini Bar

* March 12 - Centennial Parade and Festival celebrat-
ing St. Patrick's Day

* March 14 - Centennial Lite in Fort lavderdale 1911-
1920 lecture at the Bonnet House

* March 17 - The Centennial and 49th Annual Mayor's
Prayer Breakfast

* March 20 - Grand re-opening of the 1922 Southside
School, located at 701 South Andrews Avenue, with a
Centennial tribute to one of the first elementary schools
in Broward County: it has been listed on the U.5. Na-
tional Register of Historic Places since 2008

* March 22, 23, 24 - Business Fair demonstrating the
economic development links between Fort Lauderdale
and Medellin, Columbia, sponsared by Greater Fort
Lavderdale Sister Cities International

* March 25 - Tropical Symphonic concert at the
Broward Center for the erF::rming Arts commemorat-
ing the 50th anniversary of the Sister City relationship
between Fort Lauderdale and Medellin, Columbia,
sponsored by Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister Cities In-
ternational. -This musical sound fusion is a tribute to our
cultural similarities

* March 26 - Centennial Bonnet House Tour by Dr.
George

* March 27 - Centennial Birthday Party! 100th An-
niversary of the incorporation of Fort Lavderdale on the
Riverwalk

* March 27 - 9 a.m. and again at 11:30 a.m. Dr. Paul
George will host a Walking Tour of Historic Downtown
Fort Lauderdale

* March 28 — Keith Hendee says the Gateway Theatre
once was a zool These and other historic facts dis-

cussed with the Broward House Alliance lunch at the Bi-

mini Boatyard, call (954) 7729647

Don’t Forget If you have any photes of landmarks, peo-
ple, events or otherwise from the past 100 years that

ou would like to share with the ésih,r [so that they can
Ee used as part of the slideshow that will be shown
throughout the City during our Centennial Celebration),
let us know as soon as possible. We have only a few
so far and we would really like to have District 1 repre-
sented! Thank you in advance.

Office Contact Robbi Uptegrove — 954-828-5033 or
ruptegrove@fortlauderdale.gov. In addition to hosting

two pre-agenda meetings twice a month, | am also available to attend your
HCUE meelings fo update your neighborhood on what is going on in the City
as well as answer any questions/concerns you may have. Please contact
Robbi to schedule.

COMMENT

Commissioner Roberts rightfully expressed concern about the new Governor’s interference
with local efforts to dose pill mills. Immediately following his swearing in ceremony, Scott’s
first Executive Order (11-01) froze all new regulations. The Governor also ordered the
Florida Department of Health (DOH) to submit new rules for monitoring preseription drugs and
pain clinics, as mandated in the “Pill Mill Bill” (Senator Mike Fasano’s gﬂﬂl& Bill 2272)
passed last year. On Janvary 7th, when the DOH delivered their regulations fo Scott, agency
officials stressed their vrgency and requested i entation within 7 days. When Scoft ig-
nored the long awaited rules for two more weeks, newly elected Attorney General Pam
Bondj told reporters “we’ll talk to him about it” if the delay persisted.

She’ll have to. The pri ywhﬁm‘lﬁe anti-pain clinic effort, the Florida Office of Drug
Control, was dissolved by Scott before he was sworn in. Intimating that hm mill
maneuvers aren’t unintentional missteps, Palm Beach County State Attorney McAuli-
ffe commented “I hope and expect that the new governor’s office, wﬁmlﬁ:my they want
the most favorable dimate in the world for business, that theyre talki legitimate
businesses. These aren’t legitimate businesses, and that's the heart af’.:fe matter. They
haven't been requlated, and they've mushroomed in our communities.”

Bondi raised eyebrows when she volunteered an enigmatic legal opinion. She said that since
the Board of Medicing, which formulated the mwﬁ: operales under the auspices of the De-
partment of Health - not the Governor - she believes they are exempt from the Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order. While the Board of Medicine is able to draft regulations, only the Department
of Health is equipped o implement them. Since the Department of Health is directly answerable
to the Governor, it’s difficult to ascertain whether Bondi's s interpretation was a prod-
vet of sarcasm or naivety. Moreover, Section 2 of Executive I lﬁlgﬁrm: “State agen-
cies not under direction of the Governor are requested to likewise suspend rulemaking
pocedures pending a review by the Office (a nonexistent Office of Fiscal Accountability and
Regulatory Reform).” Notwithstanding your political affiliation, if you sense that some scary

people are running our State, you are not alone.

Resort-Style Living On T he Beach

Preview these lovely condos today. No reasonable offer refused!

Larpe 2BR2BA remodeled and
beautifully furnished with endless direct
ocean views. Impact windows and doors,
spacious open kitchen, dining room and
living room all with ocean views. Master
bedroom has changing area, walk-in
closet and bath with roman b and
separate shower. Available 1o preview
daily by appointment.

Stunning 2300 s.f. 3BR/2.5BA NE
corner unit with direct ocean and pool
views. Beautifully furnished, meticulous
to details and rarely used. Newer building
directly on the beach with valet parking,
24/7 security, ete. and large dops ok
Available to preview daily by appointment.

954 298-8897 R:INAG N0
g VikkiM@comeast.net — REALTY

REALTORE = www. VikkiM I.lrphyﬁtﬂl'l'l Fatabiiched 14
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Juey... Continued

vesting them with the autherity and tools to investigate residency
violations by candidates. They stated that the Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor and Cabinet members should be required to tem-
porarily place their financial interests and assets into blind trusts.

The Grand Jury offered 6 recommendations to address the De-
Fur!menf of Monagement Services’ failure to effectively manage
ists of convicted and suspended vendors. They seek to replace ar-
biTrur',r F::ma:m:l]'r}-r pEFiDdS with fixed terms to prevent pﬁrsonu| rela-
tionships from impacting the process. They also recommend that
“Any vendor or person convicted of a crime involving theft or pro-
curement related crime with the State of Florida should be barred
from entering into any contracts with the State of Florida for life.”

The jurors recommended that “elected or appointed officials sub-
ject to the Code of Ethics undergo ethics training prior to or within
sixty (60) days of holding office”™ and update that training annu-
ally. For both local and State agencies, they support the appoint-
ment of a chief ethics officer to oversee this training. The Sran
Jury specifically stated that candidates for state, county, and mu-
nicipal office receive education and training regarding election
and campaign finance laws.

Intermittently, the jurors would squeeze out a series of twisted as-
sumptions and equally skewed conclusions. Assuming that thiev-
ing employees working for Florida Fish and Wildlife stole flat
screen felevisions from the office because they were emulating
management and supervisory personnel who abused spending
policies and fixed bids, the jurors concluded that educating the
crooked managers would “trickle down"” and cure the lightfin-
gered worker bees. Stranger still, instead of recommending o

euce in Counly (jail], they sugglesfed that posting copies of the
ethics rules about the office would convince the management
crooks to lead the thieving employees “by example.” After listen-
ing to eleven months of systemic rip-offs, an occasional mental
“slip and fall” is to be expected.

Finally, the jurors noted that only Miami-Dade, Broward, and
West Palm Beach State Attorney's Offices have been able to af-
ford dedicated resources for a public corruption prosecutor or
unit. They assume that other counties may be hampered by a lack
of resources, political will, size of the office, or perceived size of
the problem. 'Fhe jurors recommended that Lcwlénforcemenf and
prosecutors receive funding to pursue public corruption cases.

The report provides a blueprint for confirming Florida's status as
an ethics cesspool. The laws created to enforce appropriate be-
havior by public officials are ninety percent window dressing. For
several Jaccdes. when similar recommendations were sent to the
Legislature, they were given some lip service and forwarded to
the dog house. With Crist a memory, the only chance these rec-
ommendations have of seeing daylight is a boost from the new
Governor when negofiating with the legislofive leadership.

First informed about the Grand Jury report during a preinaugural
tour in north Florida, Governer Ricr Scott commented “Clearly |
believe in accountability so I'm going to do everything | can to
make sure that the citizens of the state feel comforh:bﬁa that the
things the state’s involved in are done fairly, honestly and with
transparency.” He neglected to mention whether or not he would
extend the (.)';mnd Jury.

Since Scoftt was at the helm of Columbia/HCA when it was fined
$1.7 billion by the Justice Department for fraud, discrimination
and kickbacks during the largest case of healtheare fraud in U.S.
history, expectations for his support of the Grand Jury findings
were muted. Scolt surprised skeptics when one of the four Execu-
tive Orders he issued shortly after his inauguration directed his
staff to see how it might implement some o? the Grand Jury's

22

recommendations.

Florida’s rockie Attorney General Pam Bondi, who campaigned on
cleaning up the State’s rampant corruption, said “I will do everything
in my power as attorney general to put a stop to it. | talked about it
in the campaign and that will be a priority.” Unfortunately, Florida
Attorneys General from Butterworth to McCollum have complained
bitterly about the State’s Swiss cheese ethics statutes, which are
largely useless for addressing corruption on any level.

Former State Senator Dan Gelber from Miami Beach summarized
the State’s dilemma “The problem has not been the ideas. It's been
the unwillingness of the Legislature to really reform itself and public
offices around the state. The Legislature rei:.:ses to seriously address
public corruption. | commend the grand jury for cataloging a lot of
the ideas. Al the end of the day, unless there's the political will to im-
plement them, it will be meaningless.”

On Page 38, the report applauds two of last year's bills that would
have criminalized certain ethical violations, including soliciting or
accepting a gift, unauthorized compensation, or misuse of puEEic
sition. Senate Bill 1546 by Jacksonville Senator Stephen R. Wise ﬁ:]}
and its companion bill in the Statehouse, House Bill 347 by former
Representative Carl Domino [R], proposed to add the following lan-
guage to the Code of Ethics: “In addition to being subject to penal-
fies under 5. 112.317, a person who viclates this subsection
commits a misdemeanor of the first degree...” Both bills never made
it past their first committee stops. SB 1546 was frozen in the Senate
Rules Subcommittee on Ethics and Elections and HB 347 died - un-
read - in the House Governmental Affairs Policy Committee.

At least two lawmakers will respond to the Grand Jury's plea for re-
form in the upcoming 2011 session. Lakeland Senator Paula Dock-
ery, a dark horse Republican Gubernatorial candidate from Queens,
New York, filed Senate Bill 86 on November 23, 2010, prohibiting
voting conflicts for State legislators. When the report was released
on December 30th, New Port Richey Republican Senator Mike
Fasano promised to file legislation addressing several of the Grand
Jury’s major complaints. His bill would require Scott and the other
Florida Cabinet members to place their assets into a blind trust, em-
power the Ethics Commission fo initiate investigations, define “public
servants” to include private contractors performing Government
work with taxpayer dollars and put teeth into bid tampering prohibi-
tions.

When the Broward Legislative Delegation was commiserating in the
State Capitol about legislation to create a Broward County Inspector
General — as requested by the Broward Ethics Commission — a State-
house member was ﬂskecr about the two Ethics bills filed during the
session. He remarked “They have about the same chance as a snow-
ball in Hell.” Despite the annual anti-corruption ?esfures that habitu-
ally die in committee, Florida lawmakers will only enact effective
Ethics laws when the FBI is convinced that Tallahassee would pro-
vide as fertile a stomping ground as South Florida. Until then, the
127-page report will have consumed a lot of trees for nothing.

The report provides
a blueprint for
confirming Florida’s
status as an
ethics cesspool.
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O oorme b chele d.

Michele’s offers an upscale dining atmosphere where
Galt Ocean Mile residents can enjoy a wide range
of culinary experiences from cocktails
and bar bites to a spectacular dining menu.

We are here to provide exceptional food in an exquisite

setting that is sure to tantalize all your senses.

~/= Michele’s
~ M. Dining Lounge

Upscale Dining at Neighborhood Prices

Open for dinner Tuesday through Saturday 5 - 11 p.m., Sunday 5 - 10 p.m.
Happy Hour: Tuesday through Sunday, 5 - 7 p.m.
Late night bar menu available

Recently filmed for “The Opener,” a Frantic Films documentary with David Adjey,
presented on The Learning Channel and The Food Network.

Family Owned and Operated

2761 East Oakland Park Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306
Tel: 954-533-1919
www.Michelesdl.com *  www.OpenTable.com
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