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HAPPY HOUR

TUESDAY - FRIDAY « 5PM-7PM
1/2 PRICE COCK | AILS

JAZZY BLUES

TUESDAY » 3PM-10FPM
SMOOTH SOUNDS OF DR J
1/2 PRICE COCKTAILS & APPETIZERS

LOVING LOBSTER

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
ALL YOU CAN EAT LIVE MAINE LCBSTERS
$39.95 PER PERSON

STEAK AND SUSHI

SUNDAY NIGHTS

= ALL YOU CANCAT STCAK AND SUSHI
THE NAME ON EVERYOMNE'S LIPS $39.95 PER PERSON

..
LIVE MUSIC TUESDAY THR

U SATURDAY

.

15% DISCOUNT |
| FORALL GALT MILE RESIDENTS [JES
| A | G4 THE
TM!LE

TOKYOBLUE

CONTEMPORARY ASIAN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE WITH STUNNING OCEAN VIEWS

DINNER SERVED TUESDAY - SUNDAY 5PM - MIDNIGHT | LATE NIGHT MENU UNTIL 2AM

INSIDE THE OCEAN MANOR BEACHFRONT RESORT
4040 GALT OCEAN DRIVE, FORT LAUDERDALE - 954 .566.2122

TOKYOBLUEONTHEBEACH.COM



(or 25¢ each)

Now until April 15, 2011

The Official Retail Business Services

Company of the NCAA.

The UPS Store Bayview

2805 E Oakland Park Blvd.
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1007 N Federal Hwy
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NO

FOR BIG OIL & BIG

By Eric Berkowitz, Photos For This Arficle By Mt Seitz

On February 3, 2011, the Galt Mile Communiz Associalion sponsored a Town
Hall meeting at the Beach Community Center. The event was conceived to infro-
duce the neighborhood’s newly elected representatives in the Florida Senate and
the U.S. Congress. The neighborhood association’s Advisory Board works with the
Galt Mile's elected officials to address association and/or community issues. With
the exception of City Commissioner Bruce Roberts, Mayor Jack Seiler, U.5. Sena-
tor Bill Melson and President Barack Obama, the Movember elections heralded
the wholesale replacement of the entire Galt Mile political voice box. Havin
traded her District 91 Statehouse responsibilities for those of a Florida Sluregﬁenc~
tor, Town Hall guest Ellyn Bogdanoff was no siranger to the Galt Mile Community.
In contrast, Congressman Allen West's credentials as a largely unknown “war
hera” whose political achievements were limited to deposing incumbent opponent
Ron Klein Fueﬂgl an abiding curiosity in both supporters and opponents of his suc-
cessful campaign.

Ai!hnth the 4 PM start time (3:30 PM for registration) precluded ”"clff“ﬁ“” by
most clock punching 9 to Sers, roughly 150 Galt Mile refirees, public officials and
political ideclogues found their way to the Thursday afterncon event. En route to
the Community Center's auditorium, attendees Eenefrmsd a squad of sign-wield-
ing demonstrators from a local Democratic Club. The protfest targeted Congress-
man West for supporting offshore drilling in Florida waters.

President Ivan Itkin of the “Galt Ocean Grassroots Organization Democrats” [AKA
- the GOGO Democrats) summarized his group’s concerns. A political activist
from L'Hermitage, ltkin exclaimed “We're here because we're concerned about
our beaches. We continue to have this potential problem with oil spilling off our
coast, West is talking about how we ought to have offshore drilling because we
need it for the country. What do the people of Florida need? We don't want to
end up like lovisiona. He has o res nsiEiEit.-' to protect our interests. Our beaches
are very important fo us. Qur beaches are our lifeblood. If we lose them, we lose
a hell of a lot.” The short version was delivered by Democratic committeewoman
Estee Pavlica of Playa del Sol “Turning the State’s beaches into oil fields is an in-
credibly bad idea.’

Also joining Itkin was Linda Eidinger, a Playa del Mar resident who played an in-
regm! role in the campaign to derail construction of the Calypso gasworks off the
Galt Mile beach. Eidinger expanded the criticism to include E”yn Bogdanoff, im-
pugning her support for the controversial drilling policy. Reminded that Bogdanoff
was a key ally in aligning political opposition to Calypso, Eidinger turned to
Matthew Schwartz, Canservation Chair of the Broward Sierra Club, and asked if

he could vﬁriﬁ,r whether or not Bogdanoff had pub-
licly advocated offshore drilling. When Schwartz
answered “| don't think so,” Eidinger smiled and ac-
companied the GOGOs into the auditarium.

Meet Congressman Allen West
Abter informally greefing a host of public officials
from Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Lauderdale-
by-the-Sea, Oakland Park and Pompano, GMCA
President Pio leraci introduced Flarida Senater Ellyn
Bogdanoff and Congressman Allen West. Drawing
on a fime-tested military strategy, Retired Colonel
West commandeered rze floor and issued a polite
chu”enge to the demonstrators, The rookie Con-
gressman opened by characterizing energy inde-
pendencﬂ as a national security issue, arguing for
the aggressive exploitation of any and all domestic
energy sources - both on and offshore.

Several residents confronted West about his cutspo-
ken support for eliminating Florida’s moratorium on
offshore drilling. West responded by questioning the
patriotism of anyone opposed to OCS |outer conti-
nental she]ﬂl enargy exploration. When one resident
asked West why ﬁe would place the Galt Mile at
risk for a British Petroleum (Deepwater Horizon)
5!Y|E environmental disaster, instead of answering,
the tea party favorite from Plantation begged the

vestion “Do you prefer buying gas from people
ﬂmf want to kill us?” Seemingly miffed by West's in-
Hammatory deflection, another resident repeated the
question, asserting that an oil spill off the Fort Laud-
erdale beach would eradicate the local economy
for years. West answered “Since what happened in
the Gulf was an isolated glitch, a reoccurrence is
statistically impossible.” I'?e added, "If we don't drill
offshore, China and Cuba will use slant drilling
techniques to steal our oil and gas. | can guarantee
that if they do it, it will pose a e greater danger fo
the environment than if we did it ourselves.”

Continued on page &
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(... Cantinued

Handed the microphone, Matthew Schwartz of the Sierra Club echoed the fears of
previous speakers and questioned the wisdom of gambling with the City's mast
valuable asset. He wondered why West didn' preﬂer investing in sustainable low-
impact energ?' resources like solar, bio-fuels and wind. West retorted “While | also
support developing these allernatives, can you tell us exactly how long it will be
before these technologies are commercially viable? Because while we wait, buy-
ing oil from our enemies continues to fund terrorism abroad and at home.”

When several vocal West supporters also questioned the logic of risking the long-
term fourist economy for a few years of pulling oil from the beach - if there is any -
it seemed to dawn on West that he was facing a NIMBY crisis [Not in my Back
Yard). While most of his supporters are intrigued by his gung he, “damn the torpe-

oes” vision for a lull frontal economic |:r|iIzEriEg, it these same residents woke up
to oil wells on their beaches - much less tar balls - they would seon be calling for
public executions of those responsible. Suddenly, West softened his stance, c uri[‘tl-
ing that he supports "limited exploration for cil and natural gas - not an the beac
but past the horizon - where no cne can see.”

One week earlier, in a January 27th interview conducted by Sun Sentinel Wash-
ington correspnndent Bill Gibsen, West insisted on hringing il rigs clese to shore,
stating, “We need to moke sure it's close enough so we don't have what hap-
peneg in the Gulf, where it was so deep we couldn’t get out there and take the
emergency procedures fo rectify that Izp& of spill." Given his predispasition to
shoaot from the hip, West's supporters have become somewhat accepling of his ten-
dency to spin recent history. Anyone whe lollowed the Despwater Horizon fiasco
knows that there were no viable emergency prc:-cedures in the BP response p|c|n.

The Offshore Drilling Dogma
The complications that plagued the BP cleanup had lifile to do with the platform’s
deep ocean placement. Following passage of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and
o Bush White House execulive order lo “short cut” oil g gas exploration licensing
procedures, the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MM3] rubEler stamped li-
cense applications at an unprecedented pace, violating State laws and ignoring
their own in-house reports warning about the compromised credibility of corporate
safety representations by oil companies.

In September 2008, Department of the Interior Inspecter General Earl E. Devaney
reported that MMS officials tock drugs and had sex with energy company repre-

sentafives while accepting gifts, hunting and fishing excursions, executive boxes al
the Peach Bowl and other pergs that made the “Payola” disk jockeys look like

PA(IPKER.

CANYSTALS

It’s Crystal Clear We're the Best!

For All Your Crystal and Chandelier Needs

¢ Cleaning ¢ [ustallation & Holiday Lighting
¢ Restoration & Relocation & Repair

¢ Ceiling Fans & Sconces ¢ Maintenance
Call Now For Holiday Specials

954-709-3659

Bonded and Insured

www, ParkerCrystals.com

choir boys. In 2009, MMS regional supervisor Don Howard
- in charge of oil exploration and drilling in the Gulf of Mex-
ico region - pled guilty to a conflict of interest in New Or-
leans tederal court when he lied about receiving ifts from
an olfshoredrilling contractor and was sentenced to a
year’s probation (a slap on the wrist plea deal with Federal
proseculors),

In July of 2009, before BP even submitted  drilling plan,
the U).(S. Minerals Management Service pre-approved BP's
oil spill clean-up plan wi?haul first getting required environ-
mental impact permits from the Nurionu?(:}cauni.c and Al-
mospheric Administration [NOAA). NOAA assesses threats
to endangered species and the environmental impact that
drilling would have on Gull ecosystems. On September 2,
2009, NOAA, released evidence that MMS understated the
likelihood and potential consequences of @ major spill in the
ulf and knowingly underreparted the frequency of spills

that had already occurred Ill'?ere. MMS scientists that were
charged with reviewing Envirenmental Impact Statements
submitted by drilling applicants confirmed that their reports
were doctored to indicate "no environmental impact” and
their calculations of spill risks were similarly downgraded
by MMS agency managers with cozy industry relationships.

Since the emergency response measures included in BP's en-
vironmental impact statement were admittedly cobbled to-
gether to circumvent MMS regulatory licensing procedures
and expedite the application, they were never tested - pri-
marily Egcuuse the actual drilling plan didn't exist when the
cleanup measures were approved. For instance, BF's re-
sponse plan claimed it could contain any pessible spill by
vacuuming up over 20 million gallons o?’oil per day. BP's
actual recovery rate ['u”cmrl'ng the Deepwater Horizon ex-
plosion was about 350,000 gallons per day - roughly tweo
percent of their claimed capabilities. When chapters of the
response plan mitigated damages to communities of wal-
ruses, sea lions and seals, investigators realized that BP sim-
ply transplanted sections of an impact statement used to
secure a previous drilling license in Alaskan waters. The
walrus, sea lion and seal populations in the Gulf of Mexico
are limited to nearby inland marine parks.

Alfter waiching BP jump from containment domes to golf
balls to human hair in a frenzied series of “Hail Mary” fixes
devised and implemented on the fly, the State of Florida and
the Interior Department confirmed that the h-Dﬂus BP re-
sponse plan was window dressing. Blaming the Despwater
Horizon disaster on malfunctioning well shutoff equipment
on the seafloor known as o blewout preventer [BCF), BP
senior vice president Bob Fryar admitted that they may have
been overconfident in marginalizing the need for a realistic
fail-safe mechanism that could have remotely engaged the
BOP Against the advice of their own scientists, 5
%Ircnfedg BP's request to waive the fail-safe measures, saving
the campany roughly $500,000.

Demands to reevaluate the risks of offshore drilling weren't
limited to pin-headed, pencilnecked, alarmist tree huggers
from the Eastern liberal establishment. Rep. Joe Barton, top
Republican on the House Energy and Commerce Commitlee
and a strong supporter of offshore drilling, crificized BP's
"attention to safety, their attention to maintenance, their at-
tention to using best available control technology and best
monitoring practices.” Senator John Cornyn of Texas, an-
other pre-industry Republican, declared, “This is one of
those incidents that, when it occurs, of course, it chunges
everything in terms of our perception about the risk and the
consequences of failure.”

Confinued on poge 7
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On May 19, 2010 Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced the breakup of MMS into three 5&Euruha divisions, the Bureau of Ocean

Energy Management, the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, and the Office of Natural Rescurces Revenue, which will respec-

tively oversee energy leasing, sofety enforcement, ond revenue collection. When Director 5. Elizabeth (Liz) Birnboum of the Minerals Manage-
ment Service resigned following the Deepwater Horizon debacle, Salazar rechristened the MMS as the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,

Regulation and Enforcement [BOEMRE). On June 21, 2010, lermer federal prosecutor and inspectar general for the Justice Depariment
Michael R. Bromwich was sworn in as BOEMRE's new director. By installing a legal pit bull, the Administrafion hopes to convince agency bu-

reaucrals to think twice before bartering access for lucrative industry consultancy deals or free tickets to the hometown rodes. Ne

intimidation has rarely stopped vulnerable midlevel agency managers from banging away at the il indusiry’s $billion pifata.

When the Transocean rig exploded and BP's sole recovery 5lroIE[gK {the BOP) went south, its deep ocean placement allowed the cil to dissipate
the spill occurred at a location closer to shore, as endorsed by Mr. West in
his interview, the coastal environment would have taken the full brunt of the devastation, sealing its reputation as a “former vacation destina-

into a huge body of water. Since oil spills are zero sum events, i

tion" for the foreseeable future.

What about gas prices? As admitted by Suez officials when asked if the Calypso gas rig would lower prices, NOT A CHAMCE! About one
:Ti ?he other two thirds pay for the different flavers of erude oil.

OPEC, which bases the cost on current and future world-wide demand. _

third of the pump price goes to taxes,
Those prices are set by the world's cilexporting nations, primarily

Mr. West's domestic energy theory is a hard sell for Florida residents. It
doesn’t matter how many oil wells the energy indusiry manages fo plant
along the Florida coast, Not one drop of erude will be reserved for the
Floridians who sacrificed their beaches. Instead, the oil will go to fill
open confracts held by whatever company urchases the ri
ily, that means the hi Lest bidder, In view o?tha current world debt bal-
ance, it is far more likely that oil pulled from Florida's beaches will
power Chinese factories, not Florida hemes.

Observing that his “Drill, Baby, Drill" hard line mantra was slirring con-

cern as E_-niTiﬂLI}’ ien |}'cj]ud|'ence began envisionigq the beach cov-
ered with ollsoaked seabird carcosses, st retreated fo a perspec-

tive that targets Florida's sizable unemployment burden, stating "Cil
exploration would produce jobs and boost the Florida economy.” Dis-
salisfied with the tepid response, West reached again for the big gun.
“If the Muslim Brotherhood takes contral of Egypt, they will pmbugly
close the Suez Canal, ieaﬂardizing il shipments to the United States.
Anyone who opposes offshore oil exploralion is keeping us from en-
ergy independence and placing us at the mercy of terrorists.”

FOHDW‘IH |hE Plﬂlﬂﬂg&d Exchunge CI[ EIDUnd bire& OVEar D['FShOfE
drilling, ﬁua Congressman summarized his platform for immigration,
sociuﬁsecuri’r}a and taxes. In a nutshell, West considers anyone who is
here illegally unwerthy of any form of legal status - including children.
Recognizing that Sccial Security is unsustainable if not adapted, West
wants Congress to raise the eligibility age and means test recipients.
In his drive to cut the deficit, West favors tax cuts for Florida busi-
nesses - including lowering the cap on the corporate tax rate - which
will increase the deficit. He believes that its money well spent if it sfim-
ulates the economy and promotes job growth.

Jack Seiler Chimes In
While West was wading through the list of registered speakers, Fort
Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler sought out Ihea?ierm Club’s Matt
Schwartz. In their earlier confrontation, West dismissed Schwartz’s
pl"E‘FE'FE'rIEE {Dr I’.‘-‘I'i'u"iﬂ::ll'lrI'IEI'I!":]”‘I'II SUFE' SCII’UF, le‘FlJE.‘lS EII'Id Wiﬁd ener }1'
resources by arguing that their developmental immaturity disqualities
them as olternatives to drilling off Florida's beaches, The exchaonge
seemed to frigger Seiler’s polifical radar, With Schwartz in tow, Seiler
headed fo the Community Center office.

At Seiler's request, Community Center Manager Susan Riestra pulled
Uﬁl a picTure on the office computer. The menitor featured a full screen
shot of solar panels on the Community Center roof. Seiler said, “We
installed them on Tuesday. They will substantially cut future energy
costs.” When an excited Schwartz asked if he could climb on the roof
to see the apparatus first hand, Seiler declined, concerned about the
danger. Finally, it dawned on Schwartz that Seiler was demenstrating
an example of a commercially viable solar energy system. When
Schwartz asked for a breakdewn of the related costs, Seiler con-
sented to make them available.

Confinued on page 8

stribution & marketing and refinery costs.

ts. Ordinar-

Choices: They may help
Protect Your Future.

Becapse you've always been active and living Iife to its fullest, it may be
challenging to think about a time when you may need long-term care.

Mow there's a flexible insurance solution that may help protect your assets
while also providing cheices. These choices may include providing a death
benefit to your beneficianies if you don't need care, of returning your anginal
[ump-sum payment if you change your mind,”

To learn more about the choices to help protect your future, call today.

Complete details of the banefits, cost, limitations and exclusions will be provided
to you by a licensed insurance agenl. You rm}l request a licensed insurance agent
to contact you regarding this solicitation of insurance. All products and thair
riders and benefits are subject to their policy forms and to state availability and
issue limitations.

This is a brief description of universal life insurance with long term care ben-
gfits underwritten by Genworth Life Insurance Company, Richmond, VA, Palicy
Form MNo. ULPLTCIPGLI (11/05) et al. and Rider Form Mos. ULRABRIPGLI
(11/05) et al., ULREBRIPGLI (11./05) et al., ULRROPIPGLI (11./05) et al. and
ULRGMBRIPGLI (070%) et al. Policy, benefits and riders may not all be available
in &l states. Terms and conditions may vary by state. Other carriers’ products
may be offerad,

All guarantees are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance
company.

‘I the policy is surrendered before the end of the fifteenth policy year, the
owner will get back at least the initial premium, less any long term care benefits
already recewed as long as no premium 15 paid after the first year. The Return
of Premium (ROP) is paid only if no loans or partial withdrawals have been
taken, This ophional rider requires a higher initial premium and s only available
at application,

Underwritten by GENWORTH LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY,
Richmond, VA

, LeAnn ) Barber
P Financial Advisor

1719 E Commercial Bhvd
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33334
954-493-8651
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Tune In Speech,
Tune Out Noise!

IR

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary!

We promise to provide you with cutstanding
customer care ad stoteofthe-art hearing instru-
ments from ALL the Major Manufacturers:
Starkey, Siemens, Oticon, Widex, Phonak, Resound
and more 1o help you hear better. Satisfaction
with your new hearing instruments is our top
priority. We will guide you through the impor-
tant steps to improve your hearing and get
you back to your daily life.

A Atlantic Hearing Aid Center

2310 E. Oakland Park Blvd.,
Fort Lauderdale. Florida 33306

954-563-4226

SE Corner US1 & Oakland Park Blvd. In Times Square Plaza

Authentic Chinese Cuisine :
Dine In * Take Out ® Delivery |

$5 OFF

For orders 530 or more (before tax & delivery).
May not be combined with other offers.
Offer r\;!:'in'.\ 453002011

$10 OFF

For orders 345 or more (before tax & dl.'l.l"r'i'l':l."!l..

\ o d with other offers,
Offer expires 430/2011

954-785-0499

| ARG, . . i
Open 7 days: Mon - Sat 1lam-10pm § |
Sunday 2pm -10pm

8 Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 @

Oil...Contirued

Senator Ellyn Bogdanoff ot Bat

On returning to the auditorium, Senater Bogdanoff was answering
questions from local residents. In her six years as the Galt Mile’s
voice in the Florida Statehouse, Bogdanoff rose to a legislafive lead-
ership position by walking the difficult political tightrope of a “so-
cially conscientious conservative.” Selected by former House Speaker
Marce Rubio as his Majority Whip, Bogdanolf served as the legisle-
tive gatekeeper in the Statehouse, where she killed budget-busting
pragrams “based on voodoo economics or experimental social the-
ory.” Known as “The Angel of Death” by both Republican and Demo-
crat lawmakers whose bﬁls she evisceroted, many of Bogdanoft's
views evolved with experience. Initially opposed to State sanctioned
Eumblin as an immoral pursuit, she currently supports attracting

igh end casino resoris fo South Flerida to build tourism and create
joDs.

Alter defeating fellow Republican Carl Domine in a heated primary
for the Senate seat vacated by newly elected Florida Chief finuncial
Officer Jeffrey Atwater, District 25 voters handed her a convincing
victory over Democrat Kelly Skidmore and nonaffiliated Miranda
Rosenberg. Unlike her paper thin, 12-vote margin of victory over
Former lauderdale-by-the-52a Mayer Cliver Parker for the gisl!ricr 21
House seat 6 years ago, Bogdanolff entered the State Senate with a
strong voter mandate.

Applauding the nei?hborhmd associalion’s statewide reputation for
activism, Bogdanoff said that she appreciates representing a commu-
nity whose constituents are willing to fight for issues they consider im-
portant, While toeing the Republican line in Tallahassee, Bagdanoff
worked with local Democrats and Republicans to address neighbor-
hood issues. She teamed with Democrats Ken Keechl and Dean Tran-
talis and Republicans Jeff Atwater and Roseann Minnet |L-B-T-5
Mayor) to defeat the threatened Calypso gasworks. Her sprinkler
retrcfit relief bill, which rescued association unit owners from huge
assessments, was supported by Keechl in a Broward County resolu-
tion. To provide a statutory basis for Broward County's new Ethics
Code, Bogdanoff was selected by the bi-partisan Broward Legislative
Delegation to sponsor a bill creating the Office of Broward Inspector
General. Unfortunately, the bill was killed by Tampa Senator Dennis
Jones, who took revenge on Bogdanoff for squelching a pork-laden
Tampa water management bill that Jones supported.

Chﬂrucrerizing some of his association’s board members as incompe-
tent [they didn't rule in his faver), a disgruntled unit owner asked
Bogdanolf why the police refused to act on his behalf when he tried
to make a complaint against those board members. He also asked
why the State allows people fo serve on an association board with-
out verifying their qualifications. She told him that unless the board
members were breaking the law, association affairs are cutside the
jurisdiction of local law enforcement. Adding that she sponsored las!
year's omnibus association bill, she said “My bill requires board
members to familiarize themselves with the association's overning
documents and rules.” Bogdanoff added, “I've also found that 99.9%
of elected board members are honest hurd-working volunteers who
try their best fo do what's right for their members and the assecia-
tion."

Contending that the State’s economic recovery efforts weren't work-
ing, Bogdanoff advocated "trying something different” and admitted
to sharing many of the views espoused by Congressman West.
When m‘ied about exorbitant property insurance premiums, Bog-
danalf said, “Prior o serving you in the Statehouse, | owned an Insur-
ance Agency. Unlike mest of my colleagues, | have firsthand
Icnowlsgga about the paralyzing effect that overregulation has on the
insurance industry'." Aware that whalesale deregu ation will invite un-
precedented insurance rate increases, she issued an ominous warn-
ing to the audience. "Although many of the steps being considered in
Ta?luhus&ee will likely be extremely painful te Florida residents, they
should help rebuild a competitive %loridu insurance market.”
Continued on poge 9
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The Insurance Scam
When former Senator Jeffrey Atwater, a career banker intimately fo-
miliar with the Florida Insurance Industry, adopted a similar position
during a special legislative session on insurance a few years ago, he
was authorized by the Governor and then Senate President Ken Pruitt
to negofiate a loosening of insurance regulations in exchange for in-
dustry commitments to pass realized savings fo ratepayers. Despite
saving $billions in reinsurance costs, the virtual absence of subse-
quent hurricanes and consecutive years of record carrier profits
|check out GBE): one third of the State’s admitted carriers []inctudin
Allstate) applied to the Office of Insurance Regulation [OIR) for explo-
sive rate increases.

When Senate Insurance Chair Atwater, Democrat counterpart former
Hollywood Senator Steve Geller and Florida Insurance Commissioner
Kevin McCarty asked the carriers to produce financial decumentation
justifying the huge rate hikes, Allstate refused. In subsequent Senate

earings, insurance execulives admitted that the reinsurance savings
mandated to abate premium costs were instead redirected into stock
buybacks, windfall profits and buying unnecessary |c:|',rer$ of excess
reinsurance from related or parent companies at inflated prices. The
hearings also revealed that carriers used illegal hurricane risk models
te iusri% higher premiums.

On a Saturday in Oclober 2005, a hurricane modeling company
called Risk Management Solutions (RMS) brought 4 scientists fogether
in the Fairmont Princess Hotel in Bermuda. They dismissed 120 years
of storm hish:rrﬁ and created a comguhar mod&?predicringﬁl 1 annual
major Florida hurricanes through 2010. The new crystal ball foresaw
an $82 billion shortfall in insurer reserves, which carriers tried to

lug by raising rates and cancelling policies. After 5 years of driving
Flc:ridu Property Insurance bills to record highs, two of the four scien-
tists withdrew their support fram the 4-man “scientific consensus”. An-
other scientist invalved in later revisions said that monkeys could do
as well.

Continued on page 13

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

* SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YEARS OF
ATTORNEY AT LAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Handing cases in Browand, Dade and Palm Beach Counties from FL Lauderdale. The hirng of a
lawyer 5 a impartant decison that shold not be based solely upan advertisements. Belose you
decide, ask me 1o send you free writlen inlormation about my quaifications and experiance

CAC YOUR FULL SERVICE
CIHTRAL KIR CORQMIINING, INC GU HTHAGT EDM PAHY

CAC ! ,_!i@-

(954) 428-0033

www.central-ac.com

GALT MILE COMMUNITY THE WAY SERVICE WAS MEANT TO BE!
-
Providing quality service and customer satisfaction for 25 years!!
BASIC PACKAGE COVERAGE CAC also sells and installs
o MNew Air Conditioning Systems,
Air Conditioning Included Hot Water Heaters and more i
[II'H:'IJdiF![I COMPressor - up to 4 tans) Ca“ fur a FREE ESTTMATE m“ nﬂﬂun"hlﬂs -\
Heafing System Inciuded =
Thermostat/Humidistat Included o AAL PIO IJIIIIHIIIBII # 2 HR. Time Spans for Regular
T r narianer (up o NS - il i
Refrigerator Included Yearly A/ Check-Up (each) §35.00 SEP“EE [:ﬂ"s = EE‘:;EDIEE?!S,
lcemakear Included Microwave (Bulll-In) 53000 B 4 e
Extended Plumbéng 530.00
Cold Water/ |ce Dispenser Included %acn Additianal Bath gm Eg # 35 Highly Trained Service Technicians
¥ i Teazer (separate) 25
Oven/Range (includes self-cleaning) Included Doubie Oven $90.00 o 0 ol 7 Davs 4 24 Boprs 5 Ba
Garbage Disposal (replacement -1/2 HP) Included Trash Compactor 52000 ¥ ¥
< ; Thermador Oven 535.00
Plumbing & Electric (3 Baths) Included 2nd Refrigerator 525.00 # Serving the Entire Tri-County Area
Dishwasher Included gﬂnn-ﬁu'r le]gc . - ) 525.00
Washer/Dryer Included Irr::aimj EE Moongoum Riigaraor gga gg # State Regulated - Licensed & Insured
“Replacements;
Aatar Heainr p o 30 aelrg) need At g{xldihunuf & Mew Fully Stocked Vans Equipped with
Wp o 4 fons - exciudes waler conked wnis) 560,00 Satallite Tracking Devices
. 2nd Air Corditioner
EQUIPMENT CUER FIFTEEN (15) YEARS OF AGE o 1o A fons - chides wales cooled units 560.00 P
15 NOT ELIGIBLE AND EXCLUDED FOR REPLACEMENT" Walter Haater jeach - 1 to 40 gal) =35 00 # Large Parts Department
Refrigarator {exchides Bul-in) 520.00
Oven/Aange 520.00 \ J
Dishwasher S20.00
TOTAL BASIC PACKAGE £260.00 Washer excludes stack-sets) 525.00 STATE OF FLORIDA LICENSE NO. 80228
Diryer (excludes stack-sata) 525.00 CACD 32383 - CFC57183 - ECOD01122
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Cooperative Feeding Program/
LifeNet4Families

GALT OCEAN IMILE
2011 FOOD DRIVE

By Enc Berkowitz

On February 4th, Cooperative Feeding Program |CFP) Executive Director Scott Wood-
burn nofified the Galt Mile Community Association about plans for the annual Galt
Mile Food Drive. While the message could be timely posted on the Galt Mile web site,
it missed the February edition of the Galt Mile News E?d days. Woodburn re[i:resents
Broward County’s lead agency for the provision of services to the hungry and home-
less. For 25 years, the Cooperative Feeding Program has provided counseling and sup-
port to help economically besieged families out of the throes of difficult times. This is
the 5th annual Galt Mile Food Drive since Woodburn teamed with Fort Lauderdale
Real Estate proprietor Domenic Faro |a past president of the Cooperative Feeding Pro-
gram) and Mare Hamelsky in 2007 and convinced the neigl‘:bor ood association to
sponsor a friendly contribution competition among its member associations.

A forerunner to the Cooperative Feeding Progrom was launched in 1982 when Pastor
Luther Anderson of the I!ijrsr Lutheran Church in downtown Fort Lauderdale turned deona-
tions from Church members into a small pantry with food for the needy. The neighbors
tock umbrage when homeless ond hungry people pleading for something to eat filled
the street. As the service strained to keep poce with ever expanding demand, it under-
went several relocations and corporate adaptations. Its initial 1987 501 (c)(3) certifica-
tion as the notfor-profit “Lutheran Cooperative Feeding Program of Fort Lauderdale,
Inc.” was restructured by 1991 as the 501(c)(3) Nonsenominutionui "Cooperative
Feeding Program”, passing both contral and outreach from Lutherans to anyone in
need. Relocated to the SUEuTiﬂn Army's 1445 West Broward Boulevard headquarters,
its nondenominational service mission enabled the organization's eligibility for FEMA
resources,

From the humble beginnings of distribuling a few peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to
the homeless, to today's provision of 1.2 million meals a year, the agency's dramatic
development has reflected both the growing numbers and the growing needs of the
poor in our community. The CFP has entered into formal collaborative service agree-
ments with about 100 agencies, entitling them to prescreen clients for emergency serv-
ices. In addition to hot meals, the program's beneficiaries receive counseling and
classes in life skills as well as access to job training, hedlth clinics, haircuts, pharmo-
ceuticals, etc. Rents were poid and move-in costs were provided to help families facing
the tragic national disgrace of homelessness.

Operating solely on the funds and qgifts generated by socially conscious individuals,
businesses and orgonizations like the Galt Mile Community Association, the Coopera-
tive Feeding Program doesn't abide corporate conveniences. Charity Mavigator, Amer-
ica's premier in:?ep&ndent charity evaluator, rates the operational efficiency,
administrative functionality and financial health of over 5,500 of America's largest
charities. The Cooperative Feeding Program has earned the organization's hi Ees!
"Four Star” rating. A remarkably porkfree B.2% administrative overhead - audited -
means resources are smoothly expedited from donors to hungry families.

The Cooperative Feeding Program community kitchen serves between 400 - 400 meals
per day. Open 7 days each week [Mon-Sat 9-11 AM and Sunday 11- 12 PM). As the
econom increusing[)':r victimizes families, lines ot The CFP wind further down the side-
walk, often into the street. They provide about 50-60 showers a day to individuals and
fomilies who have lost their homes. They plan to build additional showers in order to
reduce long waits of four to five hours for a shower. To save money on ?uper products
and truncate potential shower accidents, they installed environmentally friendly Tor-
nado Body Dryers. Typically, 6,000 - 8,000 Ibs of food must be packaged into vans
ﬂlled with 250 family food boxes that are distributed to hungry cl:':znls each and every
ay.

As in previous years, Galt Mile residents are called upon to rifle through their kitchens,
bagging canned meats and fish, canned fruits, canned vegetables, canned meals,
soups |canned and instant), peanut butter & jelly/jam, dried milk, pasta, rice, cereal
and paper & plastic grocery bags. Baby food r::nci baby formula [powdered or
canned| and diapers of all sizes are needed fo fill the repository bags. Galt Milers will

Campbells

CONDENSED

!‘C '}!{r Aln ala fn AlA O
o

- .

also be asked to donate hygiene supplies such as small
shurnpoos, conditioners, soa ; tocthbrushes razors, and
shaving cream to help those Fiving on the chge. Checks
pﬂyah‘f& to the Cooperative Feeding Program will also be
accepted. Checks should be segregated until they are
picked up, when the association Captain will disﬁur&e the

und of food -

collected checks. Each dollar converts to 1
or one point - foward the Association's total,

Without changing its mission, format ar commitment, the
rogram donnedgu new face last year, and is now officially
Enown as LifeMNetdFamilies / The Cooperative Feeding Pro-
gram. As is his annual habit, Woodburn attached the an-
nual Food Drive announcement to an email. He opens b
stating “Attached is our 2011 tood drive news letter outlin-
ing this year's effort. | ask that you take note of the dates
and activities, | will be coming around with the 5k posters
in the next week or so and would ask that you urge your
condo residents to participate. It's our kickoff event and
lock to get a good crowd out, with the amount of folks who
like to walk in the morning, we should be able to 5{?} a
ood group out. Thanks.” The joint message from
gurn and Faro is as follows:

dth Annval 2011 GMCA's Campaign to reduce hunger
in Broward County...

Hello everyone,
Hunger continves as a real in Broward County. But with
your help again this year WE can make a difference.

Over 20,000 Ibs of food and cash was donated in your 2010

effort and best of all, we helped so man in desperate need
E;S;rxﬁm.fsmm You really n?n‘mﬂ'hg m::re, EAT

Continued on page 11
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Food Drive....Confinued

The goal ﬂr 2011 will beﬁrn be"ﬁ the record of the 2?_ 10 drive and kr’sfm
we can make our fop fen list much more competitive, Congratulations fo Edgewa- By s
ter Arms our l&rea?ime repeat food drive winners. Iﬁupe%e condo associa- Government A pprov ed

tions are up for the challenge, let’s make a good run af them this year. Your Equity is Safe and Secure

The 2011 food drive will agmn feature a special Kickoff Luncheon for off Presi-
dents & Condo Team Captains on Fn'thl :.ri y 25 at noon at the Ft Lovd-
ef

Reverse Mortgages

erdale Real Estate office in the Ocean Place plaza, sponsored by Domenic No Mortgage Payments

:fg'mﬁz gﬁ"&hiwﬁmgwmbmﬂma sfm to answer Large Tax Free Lump Sum Payouts

The drive kicks off with a 5K Hunger Awareness “Walk/ Run ?a.insr Hunger™, . .

wwmrwl F#fmﬁ:s@ Mfr‘n'sm'afl ﬁ":’;j a5 Call James Stout at

o ke (sl Gl 954-993-6150

The Food dri i Monday, February 28 for the month of Marc i 3 ; ; ; :
i veypes o Moeiey RoCevemy 20 Tov Rhn ontc o} Moweh, ooy Or Stop in the Office at 3327 NE 32nd Street

Down the street from Paul Daniels
Important note: For those who would rather donate money we will accept IR G HREL A Do et i)
checks, and every dollar will equal one pound of food for recording purposes.

Dotk oo Eastern Trust Lending
Font Loniinals Bk Lshare:& Shouie Do All Types of Mortgages Available

Scott A Woodburn
LifeNet4Families /Cooperative Feeding Program At Wholesale Rates
054-629-7381 J
LifeNetdFamilies

I NW 33 T . Ft Lavder Florida 33311 *
030.793.3378, Tox 7979987 EasternTrustLending.com

www.lifeNetdFamilies.org

JULIE COPPOLA DAYSY CURRY
954-895-2226 952-298-1193

s

Julie.coppola@floridamoves.com Daysy.curry@floridamoves.com

Hr'\lnl‘m Rear Esgare, 19T ) '-'

r

3 2400 E.Gorfifitercial’Bl. Suite 101, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33308
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By Eric Barkowitz

Browarg ¢
l\ Drarny aatt osea:

Among the unique freasures available to Galt Mile residents are the
recreational and cultural rograms a short walk from your front door.,
Every month, the Galt M:F e Reading Center and the Beach t(':::srrlr'rlunn%l
Center sponsor wide range of events far more interesting than watc
ing the Iron Chef create dietetic lasagna from roach powder and scrub-
bing bubbles.

The following March events at our mini-library ore all free and start at 2 PM. The
Reading Center is located ot 3403 Galt Ocean Drive in Fort Lauderdale — right up the
block.

* March 11 [Friday] — Computer Class: Gefting Acquainted with the
Computer, 4 to 5:30 p.m. (limited space - first six people)

* March 15 (Tuesday) — Movie: The Quiet Man. 1952 with John
Woayne - Discussion led b',r Inez Geller

* March 17 (Thursday) — Galt Appraisal Road Show (2 - 4 PM.): Bring
in your “TREASURES" for appraisals by experts.

* March 21 [Monday] - Book Discussion; Stones Into Schools by Greg
Mortenson - Discussion led by leanore Loeb.
* March 24 (Thursday)

- Opera: Rigoletto by Verdi — The Royal Opera

House |146% Min.)
* March 25 FridnJ Computer Class: Exploring the Internet, 4 to
5:30 p.m. (limited space - first six people)

Recreational programs ot the Beach Community Center (3351 N.E. 33rd Avenue, Fort
Lauderdale) are scheduled on a wealdyr basis. Coll 954-828-4610 for information
obout any event. In March, join us for

Pilates A complete physical fitness discipline centered on total body
conditioning. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Fees per Class: 39 for residents, $10 for non-residents

10-Class Pass: $80 for residents, $90 for non-residents

BEAT BALK

Yoga Yoga systematically works ’rhrr:ruEh the entire body to
srrenglhen and increase flexibility, while bringi .:? har-
rg & balance to mind, body and spirit. Tuesdays, & to

Fees er Cluss %9 for residents, $10 for non-residents
10-Class Pass: $80 for rESIdenls $90 for non-residents

Line Dance The basics of Waltz, Latin and Swing are
incorporated into the classes along with line dance
rhythms. Wednesdays, 6 to 7:30

Fees per Class: $6 for residents, f‘;‘ for non-residents
5Class Pass: $25 for residents, $37.50 for non-residents

Latin Fusion Dance The Latin Fusion Dance class teaches
adults basic steps of your faverite dances including the
Bachata, Cha Cha, Merengue and Salsa. Thursdays,
6o 7 p.m.

Fees per Class: $9 for residents, $10 for non-residents
10-Class Pass: $80 for residents, $90 for non-residents

Floral Design Come enjoy this fun class and learn the ba-

sics to heﬁ::n you create unique floral designs.

Mondays, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Sees per Class: $15 for residents, $22.50 for non-resi-
ents

Whﬁ‘n QU Ve hﬂd E‘nﬂugh mlnd bendlng gﬂsslp at I‘I'IE
pool, ‘:l)'}‘-r off, have a nice lunch, and head for the Library
or the Cammumry Center. There’s something stimulating
available almost ever duy Meehng pEDp||3 that share
your interests will add texture to your day and spice up
your life. See you therele
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(il...Confinued

The model contributed by Jim Elsner, ene of the four scien-
tists, was previously u for selling catastrophe bonds to
investors. Another Kand-pjcked scientist, Mark Saunders,
ran an industry funded center charged with increasing in-
dustry profits by 30%. The theories used by Tom Knutson
were ridiculed by the scientific community and censored
by the Bush White House. Ignoring contradictory evi-
dence and quashing dissent, the industry flouted regula-
tors who called the work bigsed, the methads ungmunded
and selfserving, and the computer medel illegal.

Baanannig
it nnnan

Bogdanoff is reminiscing about the insurance industry of
yare, when company executives put on their Sunday best,
checked their cash balance and went window shoppin

for competitive reinsurance products. As r:onFirmecF E}* g\l-
water and McCarty, today’s vertically integrated insur-
ance conglomerates buy overpriced reinsurance from their
offshore reinsurance pariners and contract with their risk
mod‘e“ng affiliates to engineer rate increases.

The key elements in this scam are the offshore reinsurance Specializing in
subsidiaries or parents, whose corporate status frees them HI-RISE CONDOMINIUMS
from regulation or oversight. Since 71% of Florida proper- Painting. Waterproofing & Stucco Repairs
ties are covered by paperthin carriers with nearly no re- g, (4 ] p
serves, their survival depends on passing risk to offshore
reinsurance vampires that play by ‘Wall Street rules. Fol-
lowing the 2004 and 20035 hurricane seasons, the insur-
ance industry blamed the overnight quadrupling of premium
on these unregulated reinsurance giants and prﬂmised that a
few hurricr:mee-gfree years would quell their overreaction and
bring down rates. Alfter six hurricane-free years, we can safely
assume that their explicit faith in market forces was an indus-
try-spun fairy tale. Mot sure? Ask Jeffrey Atwater.

(888) 777-2981 ~ www.BellPainting.com
e~

The Abyss
This is a critical turning point for Bogdanoff. A sawvy politi-
cian, she is keenly aware of the electorate’s disgust with the
State's failure to magically correct the economic downturn.
However, she is currently standing on a precipice overlooking
a dangerous political abyss. If she supports a successful push
for n['F?hore drilling, when the next oirspill devastates the
Florida coast and kills the local economy, she'll have a tough
time convincing constituents that they are better off.

Convenience is key.
We'll come to you at no additional cost.

Removing scores of regu-
lations created to micro-
manage insurance
industry behavior is =

w

idely considered to be a
productive step to re-
trenching free market com-
petition. IFEnEdonnff's -
plan targets the myriad Ronald J. Weinbaum, CPA*, MTAX
egulations that impair Tax Preparation

ompetition while preserv-
ing consumer proteclions,

it could work. However, :
hat is a far cry from the 954.326.9795

kind of wholesale deregu- weinbaumcpa@bellsouth.net
lation that relies on the in-
dustry’s “corporate
onscience” fo place the

- aed:h of policy ?lcli_iers
gorur Inw eace o shote “Regulated by the State of Florida
idents are scared and

angry, they are neither mention this ad and receive a 10% discount
naive nor gullible.

E*f@: provider

Continwed on poge 17
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE
SUN MON TUE WED

Uirban Gourmet Morkst Clocks & Wotches of the World Fart Louderdala
1 3 1201 E. Las Olos Bhvd. 1 4 (Throwgh 3,/27) 1 5 City Commission .'|'Ilsu.1m1gk 1 6
$om. tod pm. Flaminga Gordens City He
: Info.: 9544624166 9:30 am. bo 5 pm. b pm,
) o BINGD y
Sunday Jazz Brunch BMW Tennis Chomgionship Galt Towers Social Room Winter Concert Series
Riverwalk, Downtown FL (Though 3,/21) (4250 Gokt Ocean Drive) Emma Low Olson Center, Pompano Beach
y om e pm Sunrise 7:30 p.m 7:30 10 :30 p.m.
Info.: 954-828-5985 Info. 877-877-7617 Info. Cyndi Sunger: 954-563-7268 Info.: 954-786-4111 |
' Uban Gourmet Morket Opera Intl with the Russion Mot
20 1201 E, Las Olos Bhd. 21 22 Symphoay: Modama Butterly 23
9anm fod pm. Miramar Cultural Center
lnfo.: 9544624166 Foischild’s Plants ond People Progrom .- 9546024500
for Alzheimer's
11:30 a.m.
Reaister by 3,/14: 305-667-1651 X 3388
Jud Annwal Glomour in the Gorden Early to mid-stage patients and thir
Gilda igﬁhﬂu“'ﬂflm mru;r:'e!s will be treated to lunch and an
o 9547 6% A giclusive upsi rl:rge;j[ﬁrg&t.uum tour of
Uibion Gourmet Morket BINGO
1201 E. Las Olas Bhvd. Galt Towers Social Room Rush
27 9 ﬂ.z'l. rﬂu; pm 28 29 (4250 Golt Ocean Drive) 30 BorkAtlmntic -[Efl':r:_q
Inf.; 9544624166 ) 730 p.m Tiee.- werw, bonkotlonficcenter, com
Info.: Cyndi Songes: 954-563-7268
Wicked, Broodway
(Through 4,/24)
Browoed Center
\ Ft Lowdesdale Centennial Calebratian Tic - D54-442:0077
Ubon Gourmet Morket Fart Lauderdale
1201 E. Los Ofos Bhd. City Commission Meztin
3 Sam tod pm, 4 5 City HI:H 6
Infa.: 954-462-4 164 b pm
Commissioner Bruce Rabests: BINGO
Sunday Jazz Brunch Pre-Agenda Meafing Golt Towers Sociol Room
Riverwolk, Downtown FL [oedinal Gibbars High Sehoal, Media Room (4250 Galt Dczon Drive)
11 om. to 2 pm. 6 p.m, 7:30 p.m.
M Info.: 954-828-5985 Info.: 954-828-5033 Info.: Cyndi Sanger. 954-563-7268
Uisbsan Gowrmet Morket {"?E{Hr:'l:lﬂ:? Hart ol Tovers Sod lﬁéﬁm
; 1me Ol ity Hall, 7 p.m. olt Fowess Secial Room
1 0 0N s Hp'"f 1 1 .. 9548285377 1 2 (4250 Galt Ocean Drve) 1 3
Info.: 954-462-4166 7:30 p.m.
Info.: Cymili Sanger: 954-563-7268
Fosrchilds Phanés ond Peaple Progrom
for Alzheimer's, 11:30 o.m.
Register by 3,/14: 305-667-1651 X 3388
Farly to mid-stage patients and their Lody Gogo: Manster Ball Tour
coregivers will be treated to |uu[’i| and an BonkAtiantic Center
pxcluseve and intesoctive fam four of i pm.
Fuirchidd, FREE T www. fickefmaster.com
ADDITIONAL EVENTS
MARCH 14: Commissioner Bruce Roberts: Pre-Agenda Masting, Beoch Community Center, & p.m.
MARCH 14: Citizans' Crime Alart, City Holl (Bth Floor Meeting Room), 7 pm., Info.: 954-828-5377
MARCH 19 7th Anrual Coral Springs Festival of the Ars, The Walk in Corad Springs (2874 N, University Drive), 10 a.m. to 5 pum., Info.: 954-472-3755
MARCH 20: New Shanghai Circus, Miromar Cultural Canter, 3 pum,, Tie.: 954-602-4500

MARCH 20: Rod Stewoef & Stevie Nicks, BonkAttansic Center, 8 p.m., Toc.: 800-745-3000

MARCH 20: Florida AIDS Wolk, Huizengo Piazo, Regshotion: 8 o.m., Walk begins: 10 am., Post-Wolk Celebration: 1 p.m., Info.: 954-883-9255
MARCH 24: Disnay On loe: Lat's Celebrate, BomkAtanfic Center, The s wanw. bankatlanticcenter.com

MARCH 25 - 28: Miami Spring Home Design And Remodefing Show, Miami Beach Convention Center, Info.; 305-667-9299
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU

FRI

SAT

Unlecssh the Pawes Wikhin: Tony Robbins
(Thiugh 3/27)
Broward County Convention Center

7 p.m.
Inif.: 954-776-5092

GICA Advisory Baord Meeting Jnzz on the Square Spring Gorden Festival
17 Nick’s Itaian Restourant 18 The Village Grill 19 (Through 3,/20)
11 am. Commsercial Bvd. & ATA Famingo Gordens
7 pum .30 a.m, fo 4:30 p.m.
Saint Patick’s Doy Info.; 954473 2955
Erey Purim
IN
Sﬂulhpuings PEﬂDnh Loange Broward Quilt Expo 2011 Jozz in the Gordens
(3400 Golt Ocaon D) (Though 3,/20) (Through 3/20)
7 pm. Wor Memoriol Auditorum Sun Life Stadium
$5/person for 3 boords Info.; 954-828-5380 Info.: 305-622-8043
Cirque Dreaoms Broadway Jozz an the Square
Broward Centes .
The Villoge Grile
24 Eanclal 25 Commmential Bhed. & A1A 26

Cystic Fibrosis Gold Coost Guld Presents:
BINGO Fond Anniversary Spring Lunchegn, Znd Annwol CiryPloce A Fair - Port I
Southpaint’s North Lounge “Mzsgues & Mimes” CityPlace in West Polm Beoch
7 p.m. 9?2”{1" H'|I":]|T Pies 66 1Dom o5 pm.
55/ persan for 3 hoords Info.; ¥54-563-3034 Info. 954-472-3755
Options for Long Term Care Jazz on the Souase It's A Baby & Family Expo
3 Zoc Lonsat, Genworth Finoncial 1 The ||r|||.|'|§gq{;illg (Through 3,/3)
Leann Borber, Ecword Jones Commesciol Blvil. & ATA Broward Comvention Ceter
Golt Dcean Mile Reoding Center Tom.
Jtodpm, '
Light refreshments provided
Info.; Leann Borber, 954-493-8451
BINGO _
Sauthpint’s Nerth Lounge 15th Aanual Wine & Culnory Celebeotion | Concert on the Green
(3400 Golt Oceon O), 7 pm. Wiseum of Discovery £ Science Mybesn Swanson House, Danio Beach
L 55/person for 3 boonds Reservations BY 3,/1: 954-7130954 3t bpm.
Jnzz on the Square 37th Annual Miomi Beach Festival of
7 8 The Villoge Grilke the Arts & Crafts
Commercial Bhd. & ATA {Through 4,/10)
7pm Oceon Termoce of Lolins Ave

batasen 73rd & 75th Street
Info.: 954-472-3755

BINGO
Soathpoint’s North Lounge
(3400 Galt Ocean Dr)

7 pm.
55/ peeson far 3 boards

Pompana Beach Seafood Festival
(Theough 4/17)
Pompana Beach

Info.: 954-570-7785

BINGD
Southpoint’s Noth Lounge
(3400 Galt Deean Dr) Fit Louderdake Int'l Auto Show Gim and Knife Show
Tpm, (Through 4,/10] Wor Memarial Auditorium
55/ person for 3 boards Broward County Convention Center Info.: 954-628-5360
Robert Plont bozz on the Squore 3rd Anrwol Mod Hatter's Tea Pory ot
1 4 - _ Hmd.R[id Live 1 5 The Villoge Gille én the Stronohan House
Ti.: ww.ficketmaster.com Commesciol Blvd. & ATA 11:30 0 1:30 pm.
T pm. Info & Reservotions: 954-524-4734

Seaside Craft Foir on Holtywood Beoch
Broodwolk in Holbywood Beoch
10 om, to 5 pm.
Inf.; 954-472-3755

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

MARCH 30: Winter Concert Series, Emma Lou Olson Center, 7:30 1o %:30 p.m., Info.; 954-784-4111

APRIL 1 - 3: West Palm Beach Antiques Festival, Americraft Expa Center - South Florida Fairgrounds, Info.; 941-697-7475

APRIL 1: Fight Time 3- It's Wor, Wor Memoriol Auditorium, Doors open ot 7 p.m., Info.; 786-543-1177

APRIL 2: Great Strides Wolk-e-Thon, Hugh Taylor Bich Stote Park (Pavilions 1 £ 2), 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Info.: 954-739-5006
APRIL 3 - T1: YMCA Hotional Short Covrse Swimming & Oiving Champianships, Fort Louderdale Aquotic Complex, 754-828-4580
APRIL B: Riverwok Gat Downtown, Los Qlos Ploce, 5 fo 8 pm., 954-448-1541
APRIL 15; The Fost Lowderdole Bus Loop, 300 SW Znd Street, 6 1o 11 pum., Info.: 954-260-6194
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UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

Wicked, Broadway
Broward Caner for the F'rf=[-.jr."'ir|g Fils
Tix.: 9544620222

Orchid Show & Sale
Flomingo Gardens
Into. : www.tlamingogardens.org

Fleet Week
Broward Center for the Performing Ats
Tix.: 954-462-0222

las Olas Wine & Food Fest
los Ohas Blvd,, 7'1e 9:30 p.m

Inta.: www losolasboulevard.com or 954-524-4657

Wnik hr KiDs
hn L | Skate Park in Danio, 810 100.m
IrIH 'v.'}.'! ‘}:%f J-‘\.ﬂ

The Food and Garden Festival Featuring the 32nd
ﬁmnuo Spri ing Flcs"‘ 2,3|:.

rchitd Tr 30 am. od:30 pm

2nd Annual Burger Battle
los Olas Blvd

o LA S HURE LA L AUUHEN S

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING
OF EVENTS, GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT

WWW.GALTMILE.COM



CAl PICK

LOCK

On August 13, 2010, the Federal Housing Finance Agency FHFA) is-
sued a media release proposing a regulation to ban the use of deed-
based or covenant-based transter lees. The FHFA's stated intention was
to prevent Real Estate specufumrs from incremenh:l“y |:J|u-c:d|eﬂing
homeowners whenever a property is sold. Private transfer fees - com-
monly referred to as a “flip tax” - often go to unidentified third parties
far questionable services or simply enable developers to squeeze an
unearned premium from homebuyers. When the FHFA released its
sirategy for excising these parasitic elements from the purchase
process, the poorly drafted proposal also threatened to devalue prop-
erties owned by millions of association members across the country.
Thanks to the elforts of the Community Association Institute [CAl) and
tens of thousands of concerned unit owners (including many Galt Mile
residents); we may have dodged a catastrophic mortgage lockout.

By Eric Barkowitz

The real target of the FHFA's new rule was an investment vehicle de-
vised by Freehold Capital Partners of New York. Restricted or banned
in 18 states, participating developers or property owners record long-
term covenants requiring payments to trustees or other private parties
whenever the property is resold. Under the Freehold program, a 1%
fee is paid by the seller at every closing over a 99-year period. A
trustee distributes the funds to investors, which usua 1~|,r include the origi-
nal developer.

Harvesting these private transfer fees is an extraordinarily lucrative en-
deavor, since a century of inflafing property values can easily quadru-
ple the developer's income from any participating property. While
raising the cost of every enrolled property, the Freehold flip tax prima-
rily burdens home buyers in professions requiring frequent relocations,
like military families, corporate pmfessiunccl:lis, seasonal workers and

overnment Emp|o1l,rees. Since the fees are structured as liens on the un-

erlying real estate, sellers are often oblivious to their “silent partner”
until they close on the property.

When Freehold's property portfolic grew from $488 billion in 2009 to
$600 billion in 231 0, their contention that “Reconveyance Fees”
barely burdened the cost of Real Estate became an inside joke on Wall
Street. After watching this scam assume cosmic proportions, a caucus
of 11 organizations promoting widely divergent agendas joined to
form the "Coalition to Stop Wall Street Home Resale Fees”. Comprised
of veterans groups, consumer advocates, labor unions representing
transport workers and government employees, the National Council of
La Raza, libertarians and property riiﬁls groups, these strange bedfel-
lows were spearheaded by two Washington juggernauls, the title insur-
ance industry and the realtors’ lobby.

Since the Freehold-style transfer fees openly viclate Federal Housing
Administration [FHA) regulations, the organization lobbied Treasury
Secretary Timothy F. Geithner to pressure Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac
and the 12 Federal Home Loan Banks into delisting such properties
from mortgage eligibility. Depulg Director Stephen Cross of the FHFA's
Division n? Federal Home Loan Bank Regulation agreed, stating "FHFA
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is concerned that the fees fund ;urely g;ivﬂte streams of income for
select market participants and do not benefit homeowners,”

The FHFA obijects to the private transter fees because they artificially
raise the cost of homeownership. When those lees are washed
rhrough a Cayman Islands numbered account en route to invested de-
velopers, the Agency’s concerns are well founded. However, the
FHFA rule would also apply to transfer fees used by many community
associations to verity information alleged by prospective applicants
for association membership. To insure that these cf:ﬁcuted transfer
fees were equitably applied, most associafions hard wired them into
their governing documents as deed resfrictions.

Since the FHFA rule didn't distinguish between legitimate association
transfer fees and those that serve as ethically dubious income streams
for developers or undisclosed third parties, enacting the regulation as
originally constructed would butcher the association market. IF the
proposed regulation were approved, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and
the Federal Home Loan Banks — Government Sponsored Enterprises
under FHFA confrol - would be prohibited from buying mortgages in
community associations with deed-based iransfer fees. As a conse-
quence, lenders would refuse mortgage financing for those proper-
ties. Owernight, the association's units would be rendered
unmarketable to any buyﬁr without cash-stuffed Heﬁy Bags.

When the FHFA failed to discriminate between association transfer
fees and those that fuel the Freehold cash machine, the antifee Coali-
tion issued a strongly worded supplication to the agency, “Don’t let
Freehald muddy the water on this one - make sure ﬁ’um every home-
owner knows the difference between their sneuk'-l,r Fcrr-prcfit covenants
and the communal amenities structure that HOAs and Condo associa-
tions use to benefit the property and the community.” They insisted
that Freehold viclated the longstanding real estate principle that “Any
covenant that burdens the land should also benefit the land,” since
their “for-profit transfer fees provide no service or benefit to home-
owners, raise the costs of home ownership and direct money straight
back to Freehold and other third parties.” In an unambiguous decla-
ration of support for association transfer fees, they conclude “Resale
fees levied by homeowners’ and condo associations, in contrast, di-
rect money back towards homeowners in the form of infrastructure
and amenity improvements. This is what differentiates them from the
private, for-profit transter fee that the Codlition opposes.”

Fortunately, FHFA Acting Director Edward 1. DeMarco agreed to
weigh public input before dropping the hammer and implementing o
martgage prohiﬂition. Drawing on its credibility as the nation’s fore-
most educational resource for Common Interest Communities, the
Community Association Institute (CAl) raced to document the need for
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an association exemption before DeMarco's response deadline. By
combining results of a massive association survey with their existing

databose, CAl was able lo stalistically demensirate that association E—

transfer fees fully complied with Agency regulations.

Ey structuring reimbursement as a transfer fee, associations insure
that screening and document handling costs are paid by the appli-
cant, not the membership. Unlike private hnmebuzer “fip taxes” that
are accounts,
deed bosed fees collected by condos and HOAs fund improvements
that directly benefit the association in which the homebuge};
ia

invariably disappear into hopelessly blended offs

stakeholder. The dedicated funds are segregated, identi

of the Agency's eligibility standards.

In late January, CAl hit a home run. Their statistical foundation
paved the way for unit owners to bury the Agency in supportive cor-
respondences. As a resull, the FHFA adopted the rule to exempt
community associations from a deed-based mortgage lockout. Two
mildly threatening pitfalls remain. When the amended rule was en-
Ieredyin the Federal Register on Februu:i/ 1, 2011, it riggered a

F disgrunﬂed investors can
pummel the agency with selfserving recommendations aimed at
delaying a final resclution. Secondly, if an association’s deed-based
transfer tees fail to provably benefit the membership, the exemption
rightfully reverts to primordial coze. That aside, kudos to CAl»

&0-day comment period. Until April 2n

Dil...Continued

Mar are th

her constituents.

On departing the meeting, Linda Eidinger commented, “l told you

she supported offshore drilling!”e

Galt Mile Residents
Mot

o Opportunity to

8 Ouestion

Congressman West

gy ond State Senator

le in the
association budget and provably expensed, thereby meeting each

patient. In the past, Bogdanoff has carefully avoided
the pitfalls that turn politicians and bureaucrats into "industry con-
sultants”. Hopefully, she will stick with the strategies that proved suc-
cessful throughout her political ascendancy and take direction from
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TILE CREATIONS™

©954-963-3356®

VISIT OUR SHOWR OOM!
WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF:

FLOOR/WALL TILE4GRANITE4MARBLE
COMPLETE HOME/CONDO RENOVATION

FLOORS+WALLS#BATHROOMS#KITCHENS

RESIDENTIAL#COMMERCIAL+CONDOMINIUM
ALL WORK GUARANTEED!!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER 60 YRS EXP
e ““FREE ESTIMATE 7=

4034 N. 30th Ave - Hollyw
WWW.CORRYSTILE.COM

LICENSED & INSURED LIC# 03-11135 TM-X / CRC# 1330116

ood, FL 33020

Resort-Style Living On The Beach

Preview these lovely condos today. No reasonable offer refused!

Large 2BR2BA remodeled and
beautifully furnished with endless direct
ocean views. Impact windows and doors,
spacious open kitchen, dining room and
living room all with ocean views. Master
bedroom has  changing  area, walk-in
closet and bath with roman b and
separate shower. Available o preview
daily by appointment.

Lauderdabe-By-The-5en
S649,000

Fort Lauderdale
SR99,000

Let me help you with your real estate needs... I am just a phone call away!
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954 298-8897
VikkiM@comcast.net
www VikkiMurphy.com

Stunning 2300 s.f 3BR2Z.5BA NE
comer unit with direct ocean and pool
views in UAmbiance. Beautifully furnished,
meticulous to details and rarely used. Newer
building directly on the beach with valet
parking, 24/7 security, ete. and large dogs
ok. Available 1o preview daily by
appointment.

BALISTRERI
REALTY
Eofshuburd 8




Luxvry HoME SPECIALIST ‘ x
I’Hermitage International
\ Direct: (954) 562-0903 >

el iond s www.lhermitage.com (954) 563-838
Shirley@lhermitage.com (=

N EUNBAPVEVERE Century 21 Hansen & the Beaches Gniuw

HANSEN REALTY
OVER 40 UNITS FOR SALE NOW AT L'HERMITAGE STARTING UNDER $600,000.

EAST & WEST exposure, 2/ 2.5 + JSOUTHEAST, furnished 2/ 2.5 + Iarga DIRECT OCEAN, 2/ 2 5 + den, com- JEAST FACING 2 / 2 5 + den. Top of
den. Direct ocean, intracoastal and Jden, two balconies. Awesome direct | pletely updated and remodeled open §the line surround sound, custom bar,
city views from two separale balco- focean and cily view. $1,049,000 Joourmet kitchen. Private elevator. Junique coral floorng. Ocean & city
nies. 5849000, www lhi. 2403 .com w.Ihi2504. com $929,000. www.lhi1002 com views. 5899 000. www.Ihi1603.0cm

L’ H erm Ita e 954—562 0903 Ascnt Snutheast Views |

Exquisite Ascot Models For Sale .
From over 3,000 Square Feet
To over 4,600 Square Feet
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Penthouses Available caLL! ®
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Other models avaliable
Prices start under $600K

Shirley Attias

954-562-0903
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South-facing 2 / 2  with
great ocean, pool, and city
views. Updated kitchen
and bathrooms, $499.000.

Southeast split 2 / 2 - ocean- | Large North Tower pent-
view from every room! Up- | house with amazing views
dated kitchen and bath- | of the ocean, intracoastal
rooms.  $498,500. and city..SOLD!

2/ 2 wlth baImny over-|2 / 2 with gourmet
looking ocean & pool; | kitchen, large walk-in
updated kitchen marble | closets, and greal views.
flocring, $448,000, updated.....SOLD!
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Michele’s offers an upscale dining atmosphere where
Galt Ocean Mile residents can enjoy a wide range
of culinary experiences from cocktails
and bar bites to a spectacular dining menu.

We are here to provide exceptional food in an exquisite

setting that is sure to tantalize all your senses.

~/= Michele’s
~ M. Dining Lounge

Upscale Dining at Neighborhood Prices

Open for dinner Tuesday through Saturday 5 - 11 p.m., Sunday 5 - 10 p.m.
Happy Hour: Tuesday through Sunday, 5 - 7 p.m.
Late night bar menu available

Recently filmed for “The Opener,” a Frantic Films documentary with David Adjey,
presented on The Learning Channel and The Food Network.

Family Owned and Operated

2761 East Oakland Park Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306
Tel: 954-533-1919
www.Michelesdl.com +  www.OpenTable.com



Rankep #1 Century 21 OFFice IN ForT LAUDERDALE
GroeaL Exposure For Topay's MARKET
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REGENCY TOWER PARK TOWER INTRACOASTAL HOME SEA RANCH LAKES NORTH
DirecT ocEANFRONT NORTHEAST Sracious 2/2 ON HIGH FLOOR OFFERS Best views v Town! 1/1.5 corRNER APT. RARELY AVAILABLE /2 GROUND FLOOR
corner 3/2.5! Nearwy 2200 sa. FT. INCREDIBLE OCEAN & cimy viEws! IMpacT ON THE INTRACOASTAL. IN THE HEART OF | |uniT on THE BEACH! UPDATED APPLIANCES,
oF Living sPace! NiceLy urpaTeD! WINDOWS,COVERED PARKING & PET FRIENDLY. CoraL RIDGE, UPDATED KITCHEN & NEW CABINETS & IMPACT GLASS. FuLLY
OCEAN VIEWS FROM EVERY ROOM! INCREDIBLE DEAL AT JusT $319,0001 COVERED PARKING, $175,000. FURNISHED UNIT. $335,000.
$525,000. BiL Cuarke 954-804-9400 | BiL Crarke 954-804-9400 Desorad Lonoon 954-396-3174 CHRrIsTINE ViNcENT 954-612-8607

-,

STUDIO ON THE SAND HAMPTON HOUSE CONDO FORT LAUDERDALE SEA RANCH CLUB C
LAUDERDALE BY THE SEA STUDIO TOTALLY UPGRADED AND REMODELED 211 3 Ben, 3 sath TownHoUSE sTYLE conpo | | DesirasLe SE views From THIS 14TH FL.,
AT A STEAL PRICE] AMAZING INVESTMENT OM THE WATER WITH NO FIXED BRIDGES & ON THE INTRACOASTAL WITH AMAZING 212 unir. NEwW KITCHEN & APPLIANCES,
opporTUNITY. Oney $71,9001 OCEAN ACCESS. TRAVERTINE FLOORS, WATERVIEWS, 2 STORIES, IMPACT WINDOWS GREAT FLOOR PLAN, IMPACT WiNDOWS &
Juve Van Pect 954-240-8074 GRANITE AND MoRre. $179,000. AND MUCH more, $399,900, more. $585,000.
Jen Parker 954-234-7305 | Svuvie Barrerre 954-818-8808 Syuvie BarreTTe 954-818-8808 ChrisTiNe VincenT 954-612-8607

YOUR WAY TO THE TOP! L'HERMITAGE - 10+ ACRES L'HERMITAGE CORAL RIDGE
Urcraoen 3/4.5 WIBREATHTAKING OCEAN, OCEAN SE 3 aen, 4 FuLL BaTH. SE - 257H FLOOR, FURNISHED 2/2.6 + pen! | BeaumiFuL 5/4 wowme, suilt v 2003,
IntRacoasTaL & cimy viEws. MaRBLE Over 3K sa. FT. WIBALCONY. MARBLE FLOORING, 2 BALCONIES. BEST FEATURES A 3 CAR GARAGE, HUGE

FLOORS, IMPACT WINDOWS AND MORE, DECORATOR READY, RESORT LIVING. VIEWS ALL DOWN THE COASTLINE AND BACKYARD WIPOOL AND COVERED POOL
$2,399,000. Jen Parxer 954-234-7305 | Recucen over $100K. Now §1,499,900 InTRacoasTAL. $1,049,000. AREA PLUS more. $1,150,000.
JuuiE Van Peur 954-240-8074 SHiRLEY ATmias 954-562-0003 StirLey Atnias 954-562-0903 CHrisTiNE VincenT 954-612-8607

T ""S'HIﬁ[ﬁ'i:@EH'E'Ftiiﬁ.EEldﬁi'__" T SHRLEV@LHERMITEGE.COM -

L
POINT OF AMERICAS
FORECLOSURE - Direct OcEANVIEW 212.5 + DEN, OPEN GOURMET KITCHEN, SE - CompLETELY RENOVATED 2/2 spuiT, | | TRiPLE corner wiGB0O0 sa. Fr. $2,197,773.
2,814 sa. F1. w2 cAR GARAGE SPACES. | | over $250K UPGRADES, BUILT-INS, EXTRA | | MARBLE EVERYWHERE, DIRECT OCEAN VIEWS Penthouse $875,000,
$599,000. cLOSETS. DIRECT OCEAN VIEWS. |FROM ALL RoOOMS. 1,550 sa. FT. UNDER AlR. OTHERS STARTING IN $300,000,
JiLL Jorws 954-290-3433 Pt eLevaTor. $929,000. SwirLey Atnias $498,500. SwirLey Atrias 954-562-0903 Jui Jouns 954-290-3433

954-562-0903 sHIRLEY(@LHERMITAGE.COM | SHIRLEY([@LHERMITAGE .COM
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