











The 2011 Legislative Session kicked off on March 8, 2011.
Hoping to build on last year's landmark gains, two community
association advocacy organizations helped pro-association law-
makers draft updated glitch legislation for the new session.
Glitch bills supported by the Community Association Leadership
Lobby {CALL) and the Community Advocacy Network [CAN)
were formulated to correct or eliminate regulations that either
failed to adequately address the problems for which they were
originally designed or actually exacerbated them. About two
dozen other association bills are the handiwerk of individual
lowmakers seeking to address constituent complaints or home-
town issues. Since they are often superficially conceived and
carelessly drafted, many inadvertently mask unintended conse-
quences, If these residual legislative land mines aren't uncovered
and diffused during the committee review process, they become
fodder for future glitch bills.

Screaming “It's the economy, stupid,” voters closed their eyes
last November and clicked their heels three times before replac-
ing public officials with anyone who promised a brighter future.
\ %‘IEI"I the electorate falls on its sword and hopes for the best,
Tallahassee temporarily resembles Cz. That's why association
advocates are also monitoring bills that exploit everyone under
the banner of breathing new sﬂ‘fe into the sagging economy.

Of specific concern are bills drafted by lobbyists that promise a
tairy tale recovery as soon as we repeal consumer protections,

ASSOCIATION BILLS AT

THE OPENING BELL ...

allow unlimited rate hikes and either close the courts or kill the trial
lowyers. By opening day, four such bills were filed by the insur-
ance industry, design professionals, the energy industry and the
Bankers Association — with more on the way. Of the roughly 40
bills already filed that impact associations, 4 or 5 may survive
Sine Die. While most of the association bills will be surgically sub-
stituted, repeatedly merged or suffer a lonely death on the calen-
dar, some will p]’l’.‘lbub"}f make it to the final week, Since |Egis|ﬂtive
survival requires approval by the Statehouse and the Senate, the
following list depicts similar or identical “sister bills” in both
houses. Have a gander at this year's opening day lineup:

SB 328 by Senator Gwen Margolis and HB 59 by Rep. John Patrick Julien (iden-
tical Grants authorized process servers unannounced access to the
common areas, both general and limited, of condominiums, gated
communities and any other secured residential areas where a de-
fendant or witness may live. [WHOOPS! Since private and semi-
private elevators are classified as limited common areas, the bill
could provide a process server with direct access to an owner's
unit in certain buildings unless the language is corrected).

SB 476 by Senator Greg Evers and HB 883 by Rep. Mike Horner (similar) Pub-
lic Lodging Establishments: Current law — Chapter 509.242(1)(c) -
recognizes fransient (allows rentals more than three times per year
tor periods of @ month or less) and nontransient (rentals for a
month or more] public lodging establishments.

Continued on page 7
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Bell. Continued

The bill would raise both thresholds from one lo six months. A vacation rental is
any unit or group of units in a condominium, cooperative, or timeshare plan or
any individually or collectively owned single-family or multifamily house or
dwe”ing unit,

5B 530 by Senator Mike Fasano and HB 1035 by Rep. James W. “JW” Grant (identical) Su
ported by CALL (Becker & Poliakaff's Community Association Leadership lobg}r],
!|'1ihs community association glitch bill contains the following provisions ([ameng
others):

* Although personnel records are not available for inspection by owners, em-
ployment agreements and budgetary and financial records that indicate the com-
pensation paid to employees will be available.

* Owners may consent to the disclosure of their protected contact information.

» Will allow condominium association boards the right to hold closed meetings
to discuss personnel malters, without an attorney being present [note: homeown-
ers’ association boards already have this right).

* Provides to condominiums and HOAs the ability fo lien for management fees
reloted to delinquencies, o right provided to cooperatives in last year's SB 1196,
The CALL proposal will clarify the rights and responsibilities of the management
company providing these services and will allow the association to insure that
the additional expense is passed on to the delinquent owner.

* ‘When a condominium, cooperative or homeowners' associalion unit owner is
delinquent in the payment of monetary obligations to the association, any un-
paid rent due related to the unit/share/parcel must be paid to the association
until such time as all the “monetary obligations” of the owner, including unpaid
assessments and obligations that accrued before the demand for rent is made,
have been paid in Fuﬁto the association,

¢ Clarifies pmceduru| steps for condominiums, cooperatives, and homeowners'
associations when auspending use righls and/or voting righfs for owners delin-
quent in the payment of assessments.

e 5B 530 includes other provisions regarding condominium termination; conde-
minium bulk-buyers; condeminium association authority to enter into agreements
to acquire leaseholds, memberships, and other possessory and use interests in
country clubs, golf courses, marinas, and other recreational facilities; and bulk
communication, internet and information services for homeowners' asscciations.

SB 712 by Senator Gwen Margolis and HB 1373 by Rep. Franklin Sands (identical) Specifies
that the use of the following common elements can be suspended for condo-
minium owners who are ‘?g or more days delinquent: recreation facilities,
pools, gyms, meeting rooms, cable television services, internet service, and valet
service,

SB 738 by Senator Eleanor Sobel and HB 127 by Rep. Hazelle P. Rogers (identical) Requires
any party taking title to real property via foreclosure where a “bona fide tenant”
is in residence fo give ninety [‘?&Ednys‘ notice for that tenant to vacate.
(WHOOPS! This will impact an association’s ability to remove a nuisance tenant
after taking title to the unit/lot).

SB 784 by Senator Chimther L. Smith Upon filing of foreclosure the landlord or mort-
gagor shall tender to the regisfrr of the court or, at the foreclosing entity’s elec-
tion, to the foreclosing entity, all funds held for advance rent or security deposits
for tenants of the mortgaged property. (WHOOPS! will impact associations as
landlords renting out properties subject to outstanding mortgages).

SB 1112 by Senator Nancy C. Detert Offers a reward for people who rat cut home-
stead viorn'rors to the local property appraiser’s office. IFrhe info proves correct
and the tax collector recovers assessed penalties, the rat scores a reward of up
to 20% of the amount recovered in bncftuxes, interest and penalties not to ex-
ceed $500. It also requires condominium and cooperative asscciations to annu-
ally provide the property appraiser with a list of units rented during the previous
p&ﬂr, enabling the property appraiser to identify units improperly receiving
omestead Exemptions,

5B 1132 by Senator Gwen Ma
Act [Chapter 719) to prohibit two or more "immediate

tamily members” who reside in the same unit from serv-
ing on the board concurrently. The bill defines *immedi-

lis It amends the Cooperative

ate family members” to mean a “parent, child, spouse,
sibling, grandparent, grandchild, uncle, aunt, niece,
nePhew, greut-unde, great-aunt, great-ne; hew, great-
niece, first cousin, or second cousin by bload, marriage,
or adoption, including half and step relatives.”

5B 1516 by Senator Jeremy Ring and HB 1195 by Rep George R.
Moraitis, Jr. (identical) Supported by CAN (Katzmann
Garfinkel Berger's 'I::I:::rrnml.lr'|iI)‘.;,'l'-"u:i'-n:;:r:i:lf:*;,r Netwark), this
community association glitch bill contains the following
provisions [among others):

* [nsurance companies would have to notify all unit own-
ers by certified and regular mail if an association having
50 or fewer units cancels or fails to renew its required in-
surance coverage. A majority of the voting interests may
agree in writing to direct the board to obtain substitute
coverage. (Last year, after a Broward condominium pres-
ident unilaterally cancelled the association’s insurance
coverage, a subsequent fire left the association’s 30 fam-
ilies homeless.)

* Provides that associations may install impact glass or
other code—compliant windows in the same manner in
which they can currently require the board to install hurri-
cane shutters,

* Provides that if @ condominium unit is ::H:::upl'ed b}r a
tenant and the unit owner is delinquent in paying any
monetary obligation due to the association, the tenant
must pay the outstanding and future monetary obliga-
tions related to the condominium unit. (The current law
refers to “future monetary obligations” only).

* Provides thaot o condominium association or a home-
owners’ association may not be deemed the previous
owner for purposes of joint and several liability for as-
sessments which came due while the association owned
the unit or units on which it has foreclosed or taken title
via deed in liew of foreclosure.

* Members of a homeowners' association would have
the right to speak for at least 3 minutes on any matter
placed on the agenda. It eliminates the requirement that
members petition the board in order to be able to speak
at a homeowners' association board meseting.

Continued on page 8
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Bel...Confinued

* Provides that homeowners' association elections
must be conducted in accordance with the election
procedures in 5. 718.112(2){d)3., Florida Statutes. In
other words, HOA elections would adhere to the same
procedures that govern condominium elections includ-
ing a 60-day first notice, selfnominations 40 days in
advance of the annual meeting, second notice, two-en-
velopes, secret ballots, efc.

* Co-owners of a parcel in a homeowners' association
may not simu|’rﬂneous|)r serve as board members un-
less they own more than one parcel or unless there are
not encugh eligible candidates to fill the vacancies on
the bonrg.

. A Eerscm who is deiinquanl in the payment of any
fee, fine or other obligation to the association by more
I|i|1c_'.|r1 20 duys would not be e|igi|::|e for board member-
ship.

* A person who has been convicted of any felony
would not be eligible for board membership unless
such felon's civil rights had been restored for ot least 5
years as of the date on which such person seeks elec-

tion to the board.

5B 1288 by Senator Alan Hays and HB 799 by Rep. Dana D.
Young (similar) This bill would require nor-judicial fore-
closure for commercial real property, including com-
mercial condominiums. Fed up with the bad publicity
generated whenever banks (and/or their attorneys) get
caught forging affidavits, applying fraudulent notariza-
tions and rFing morlgﬂge note assignments fo
sf_.rause foreclosure procedures and expedite cash flow,
the Florida Bankers Association drafted this proposal
to cut the courts out of the process.

5B 288 by Senator Joe Negron and HB 605 by Rep. W. Gregory
Steube It?uilw} The 2011 version of last year's 5B
1964, a bill vetoed by Governor Crist because it liter-
ally deified Design Professionals. SB 288 immunizes
architects, interior designers, landscape architects, en-
gineers, & surveyors fo legal redress. It contains an in-
iriguing Catch-22 provision specifically designed to
eliminate both |Eu|::iFil¥ and the cost of malpractice in-
surance for these professions.

* The legislation allows recovery of economic dam-
ages up to the amount of the design professional’s ex-
isting liability insurance coverage. Since current
Florida law doesn’t actually require this insurance and
the bill would otherwise render them judgment-procf,
Design professionals will have litile incentive to pur-
chase mc|prc:dice insurance. In effect, b}r cancellin
their insurance, they also cancel their exposure. Unless
an association’s engineer, interior designﬂr and/or ar-
chitect feels morally compelled to pay premiums for a
malpractice policy, the association cannot recover
domage costs for negligence, defective designs
and/or other professional foulups. If an anﬂineer de-
signs, oversees construction for and signs off on @
structurally defective roof that collapses later that day
ora |undscupe architect turns the enlire association
grounds into crispy brown mulch overnight, the associ-
ation would not even be legally entitled to an apology.

* No other class of professional has ever been so com-
Ele'rely financially insulated from demages stemming
om negligence or professional mistakes. As doctors,

lawyers, and accountants cannot limit exposure for their own negligence, extend-
ing this allencompassing immunity to engineers, architects and Interior Designers
conjures a universe without gravity. They rationalize this clearly inappropriate
legal invulnerability by uss&rtinﬂ that if they wouldn't have to worry about pay-
ing for their screw-ups, they could cut us a break on the cost of their services.

owever, the po’ren’riu[ savings is a joke when compared to the financial dam-
oge that results from delective design.

5B 408 by Senator Garrett S. Richter and HE 803 by Rep. John Wood (similor) The 2011 in-
carnation of last year’s 5B 2044, a large property insurance bill vetoed by Gov-
ernor Crist, The 113-page carrier’s dream bilrnllaws insurers to hike rales to
offset discounts to homeowners for hurricane mitigation measures such as impact
windows and hurricane shutters. It reduces the nofice required for cancellation or
non-renewal of a customer’s policy from 6 to 3 months and allows carriers to
sponh:lnenusl\,r change amounts pﬂid o poh'c'l,rhcﬂcfers for dumuges. On the
brighl side, some of the regu|uficrr15 it removes have a numbing affect an market
competition. Like last year’s bill, 5B 408 is chock full of other “goodies” that will
appeal to shareholders, not policyholders.

5B 638 by Senator David Simmons ond HB 4129 by Rep. Steve Crisafulli (identical) Deletes Cit-
izen's residentiol property structural soundness evaluation grant program,

5B 646 by Senator Nancy C. Deter! Requires a mobile home park owner who receives
a bona fide offer for purchase of the park te provide certain notice to the home-
owners’ association.

5B 650 by Senator Dennis L. Jones and HB 423 by Rep. Jeanette M. Nufiez (idenfical) A lien,
penalty, fine, or other administrative or civil proceeding may not be brought
against a mobile home owner or mobile home for any duty or responsibility of
the mobile home park owner under Section 723.022 or against a mobile home
park owner or mobile home park property for any duty or responsibility of the
mobile home owner under Section 723,023 If a unit of local government finds
that a viclation of Section 723.022 or Section 723.023 has occurred, the unit of
local government shall cite the responsible party for the violation and enforce the
citation under its local code and ordinance enforcement authority.

5B 832 by Senator Mike Fosano and HB 583 by Rep. Kenneth L. Roberson (similar) Provides
that the Division must give nolice to the homeowners' association of any pro-
posed amendments to a prospectus or offering circular. Defines the “market
area” or “competitive area” tor comparable mobile home parks as the county in
which the subject park is located along with any contiguous counties.

Continued on poge 9
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Bell... Continued

SB 510 by Senator Jack Latvala and HB 535 by Rep. James C. Frishe /Rep. Peter REV ERSE M ORTGAG ES
Nehr (identical) Extends the repeal date for the Hurricane Loss Mitiga- GOVE RN M ENT A PPROV E D

tion Program from June 30, 2011 to June 30, 2021.

SB 346 by Senator Nan H. Rich and HB 361 by Rep Scott Randolph (similar) Cre- No Mor tgﬂgﬂ Pa}'ments
ates the Competitive Workforce Act. Revises protected classes to in- Lar ge Tax Free Lll['ﬂp Sum Pa}rﬂuts

clude sexual crientation and gender identity or expression as

impermissible grounds for discrimination, Specifies when an individ-

val has an impairment for certain purposes. (WHOOPS! Potentially Call Iames Stout at

long-ranging impacts should this bill pass on associations as both 9 5 4— 9 9 3 -6 1 S 0

employer and as housing provider).
Or Stop in the Office at 3327 NE 32nd Street
SB 332 by Senator Mike Fasano and HB 173 by Rep. James C. Frishe (identical) (Down the street from Paul Daniels)

Authorizes the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust

Fund to lease sovereign submerged lands for private residential use. Eastern Trust Lending

“Private residential use” means a use for private, recreational or .
| _ . All Types of Mortgages Available
leisure purposes for a single-family residence, cottage, or other such

single dwelling unit or a noncommercial multifamily development in- At Wholesale Rates
cluding condominiums, cooperatives and homeowners' associo-

tions, including residentowned mobile home parks. The maximum EaSternTruStLending'Com

initial term of such lease shall be 10 years and shall be renewable

for successive terms of up to 10 years.

As the session progresses, bills harmful to associations and unit Tun e ’n Spe e ChJ'

owners will be discussed on the Galt Mile web site .
[www.galtmile.com) where links will be provided to both the bills Tun e O”t ND 'SE!
and the lawmakers controlling their fate. Visit the Community Adve-
cacy MNetwork [CAMN) web site [www.canfl.com) for @ comprehen-

sive explanation of the session’s most threatening bills, a

breakdown of their consequences and a response system that is ex-

tremely convenient and user friendly. You can also check the Com- (elebm]mg Our 4{}“1 ﬁﬂﬂl"lﬂiﬂl‘,"l

munity Association Leadership Lobby [CALL) web site — We promise to provide you with outstanding
customer care ad stote-obtheart hearing instru-
ments from ALL the Major Manufacturers:
Starkey, Siemens, Oticon, Widex, Phonak, Resound
and more 1o help you hear better. Satisfaction
with your new hearing instrumenis is our top
priority. We will guide you through the impor-
tant steps fo improve your hearing and get

" Maria D. Fﬂiﬂ, BC-HIS you back to your daily life.
Owner

Condo & HOA Laow Blog (www.floridacondohoalawblog.com). A Atlanti{: Hearing Aid CEntEI‘
Both blogs are invaluable resources for investigating community as- 2310 E. Oakland Park Blvd

(www.callbp.com| to keep pace with session events,
Each of these association advocacy organizations also maintains o

blog that fellows the legislative session’s overnight surprises. CAN

Executive Director Donna Berger authors Cendo and HOA Law

(www.condoandhoalawblog.com). CALL sponsors the Florida

sociation issues. The deal is simple. If everyone leaves this task to Fort Lauderdale Elorida 23306
their neighbors, in 2012, we will all be paying for the antics that 054-563-4226
transtorm Tallahassee into Oz for several months each year. |s it SE Corner US1 & Oakland Park Blvd. In Times Square Plaza

worth a few minutes to hang on to your rights... and your wallet?e
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FROM THE DESK OF
COMMISSIONER ROBERTS

Visioning Committee - A New Vision for Fort Lauderdale

In 2010, the City Commission established o "-I"isir:ninc? Committee to spearhead
a community initiative to outline a vision for Fort Lauderdale’s future. The Com-
mittee’s charge is two-fold:

* Determine the most effective way to reach out to the community to seek input
on the vision for Fort Lauderdale from all individuals, including those that are
under-represented;

* Use the information obtained to craft a city-wide vision that reflects the hopes
and viewpoints of all stakeholders and guide the City Commission in their fu- oo o pocource Recovery Board (RRB) has commitied fo re-

ture policy and decision-making. fundinghmember cities a minimum of 50% of the cost to pur-
f

3 i e ¢ _ ; chase the new carts and possibly more. Once the City has
Chaired by former City Commissioner Tim Smith, the 11-member Committee received final word from the RRB, Public Works staff will pres-

represents diverse experience in banking, real estate, development, smart : . o

growth and government. Other members of the Committee include Vice Chair g;;::?ﬁ;ggggf:z?j;g Lhnlcuﬁr E;ﬂﬁriﬁr:? ” E":;ahma
Stanley Eichelbaum and former City Commissioner Gloria Katz. At the Febru- ' e '

ary 15th Commission Meeting, it was decided to accept the Visioning Commit-  gyaffiti Hotline

tee’s recommendation to employ Wallace, Roberts & Todd to conduct and The commission office has been getting calls regarding groffiti

facilitate this process. on fences, poles, buildings, etc. - Please call 954-828-6402 if
Gty Manager Search you see graffiti that needs to be cleaned up.

As indicated in a previous newsletter, we had selected Bob Murray & Associ- Undesignated Fund Balance of the General Fund

ates to work with our citizen City Manager Search Committee to narrow the 1. Commission reauested the Finance Department provide
field of applicants to a manageable number, which would then be interviewed 1 actimate of the -.E'idesi PN R balaﬁcﬂe of tha Canaral
by your Commission at a public meeting. We are tentatively sef to conduct Fund as of September 309 2010. As of today, the estimate
those interviews in mid April. We will announce specific in?;:rmulicn a5 500N for this balance is in the range of $62 million to $69 million.
as it becomes available. Please remember this is subject to final audit adjustments,
which may increase or decrease the final balance. This esti-
mate also includes the 10% to 15% policy requirement of @
minimum undesignated fund balance calculated against the
operating expenditures (estimated at $256.4 million) of the
General Fund for the fiscal year. The minimum undesignated

with cort service and a strong education ﬁrogrum. At this

Makeover at Fort Lavderdale Beach Park Parking Lot Begins

The renovation of the Fort Lauderdale Beach Park parking lot has begun. The
City began demolition of the parking lot at 1100 Seabreeze Boulevard as part
of a ]?Eclr project that will include improved access, ADA enhancements and
beautification of the parking area. Under the renovation plan, the City will fund balonce range is eslimated fo be from $25.6 million fo
place utilities under ground. The existing refaining wall will be replaced with a $38.5 million TEis resolisin o inirim. sslimetad ‘aniounkel
new wave wall that will match the existing wall located north of the park. Trees $979 % million-alsave the 15% manimun deseribed ahove

will be setback from A1A as required by the Florida Department of Transporta- ' > i
tion. The existing sidewalk will be widened from seven f%gl to 13 feet and tur-
tle compliant |Eg?|ting will be installed. Landscaping plans include 104 new
Coconut Palms, 12 relocated Sabal Palms, 45 new Green Buttonwood Trees,
seven Thatch Palm Trees, as well as ground cover, shrubs and a decorative
fence. The parking lot will be milled and resurfaced in phases for the purpose
of accommodating parking customers during much of the construction project.
While the work is being completed, convenient barrier island parking alterna-
tives include the following:

The final audited undesignated fund balance amount will be
available and Fresente to the Commission with the Compre-
hensive Annual Financial Report due April 5, 2011.

Your Commission remains committed to watching your tax dal-
lars. As a reminder, when we compare Fort Lnugerdale to
Florida's 20 largest cities, we have the 2nd lowest mileage
rate in the state. On February 21st, we conducted a second
public workshop with our Budget Adviserﬁ Board. They are

ki ith taff to identify furth iciencies of -
"E Lot" on Eost Las Olas Circle ocated below the Las Olos Bivd Bridge]  eor ang, v 2u” tof 1o idently furher lficiencies of operc-

"Oceanside Lot" at 400 Seabreeze Boulevard [A1A & E Las Olas Blvd) ;

"R Lot" at 3031 Sebastian Street [A1A at Sebastian Street) on Aprd 23r:? o

'U Lot" af SE 5 Sireet & A1A (adjacent to Alexander Park, across from the  OFFICE CONTACT: Robbi Uptegrove — 954-828-5033;
Swimming Hall of Fame) ; email: ruptegrove@fortlauderdale.gov. In addition to hosting
* Street parking is also available at several locations. two pre-agenda meetings twice a month, | am also available
to attend your HOA meetings to update your neighborhood
on what is going on in the City as well as answer any ques-
tii:ms,-"rcnncsrns you may have. Please contact Robbi to sched-
ule.

L

Curbside Recyding Collection Services

Currenllyﬁﬁere is an Invitation to Bid (ITB) for Curbside Recycling Collection
Services. This coniract provides for 1 year of the current separated materials
bin service and converts to single stream cart service beginning with the sec-
ond year of the contract. Recent industry reports indicate signﬁimnf improve- Confinued on poge 11
ments in residential recycling when 5ingﬁ; siream service is implemented along
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Roberts... Continued
COMMENTS

In Commissioner Bruce Roberts” mid-March 2011 Newsletter, he updates the enig-
matic Visioning Committee’s progress, the status of the Gty Monoger search,
beachside construction, bids for curbside reryrﬂvf callection services and a Finance
Department estimate supporting o currently healthy reserve.

When the Gity Commission oppointed a Visioning Committee, sitions for its ra-
Hmu&mmﬁ&mnswmﬁmh&eb&dfnam%ﬂgmﬂmg-
term effects of psychotropic drugs on the homeless. According to Resolution
09-303, its purpose is to “Develop and recommend to the city commission an initial
model plan that outlines a process to seek the perspectives of under-represented indi-
viduals so that a citywide vision will reflect the hopes and viewpoints of all resi-
dents in the City of Fort Lavderdale; and to orgonize o broad bosed, community
focwsed process and a vision plan for the next century that will guide the
city commission in their policy and decision making.” Amen.

Notwithstanding whether or not they met their somewhat convoluted mandate,
their February 2011 decision should satisfy most of the people that live and work
in Fort Lovderdale, Instead of embarking on o mythic quest to find an oll-encom-
passing citywide vision, they decided to hire the best dty planners that came to the
table. One of thirteen regionol plonners and urban designers considered br I'.fre
Committee, Wallace Roberts & Todd LLC (WRT) banged out award w.
plans .-nPb&'an'eﬁuHu {PA). Portsmouth (VA) and Greensboro (NC). In m t.frey
ed visioning for the Villoge of Key Biscayne and Sanibel - o that
m.be 2007 Inmﬁmrﬂwsﬁ Hundw#:mrm the ﬂmel.rrmn Planning dssnﬁmyg Con-
grats to the Visioning Committee. The 5403540 approved by the City Commission
for the WRT Fort Louderdole Vision Plan is money well spent.

While evaluating search models for a new City Manager last October, Commission-

JULIE COPPOLA

0954-895-2226

W
- F‘F\.I'N‘Ii.l. REAL Esmare, I9ct h‘} %

E '. -~

'“4ranl L,nrnrnuua.l’}.] Suite 101, Fort Lauderdale, FL 3
. -nﬁ-.,..

Julie.coppola@floridamoves.com

ers Bruce Roberts and Bobby DuBose expressed a preference for interviews by a
sizable public panel, similor to the selection model used to choose the Police Chief,
Leery of “certain activist groups overwhelming the process,” Mayor Jock Seiler in-
sisted that the Gty Commission question the candidates. When Dubose observed
that Seiler’s inpuf, the isagreed, osserfing that the
public be nﬂnmmwh mmmwde feedback.” With cru-
sading octivists reduced to impotent onlookers, the Commission plans to interview
the finalists in April. The public, of course, con watdh and provide feedback — some-
thing like Star Search.

Roberts is rightfully pleased with the Gity's fiscal safety net. Unlike the last time
Fort Lovderdale faced a fiscal crisis, the Gty has a few gallons in its reserve tank,

If the Finance Department’s estimated undesignated fund balance weathers the au-

ditor’s red pen, in oddition to packing the maximum required 15% of operating ex-

tures, the Commission will enter the next ! moelstrom with on exira
$24 million stuffed in the municipal mattress. If that fails to plug a potential short-
fall, they can whittle off another 513 million ond still manage o minimally accept-
able 10% cushion. Was it last year that Charlotte Rodstrom characterized the
hefty safety net as unfair to taxpayers?e

Mayor Jack Seller insisted
that the City Commission
question the candidates.

DAYSY CURRY
952-298-1193
Daysy.curry@floridamoves.com
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Mather...Continued

Businesses targeted for deregulation belong to one of two categories; in-
dustries with a verifiable history of fraud and abuse that were regulated
to protect the general public or industries that were regulated to offer sim-
ilar protections to a large population segment - such as the elderly, asso-
ciation members, hurricane victims, homebuyers etc. When initially
reviewed by the Business and Consumer Alfairs Subcommittee, many of
the committee’s members tried removing some of the businesses from the
deregulation list. Representative Mia Jones offered an amendment that
would have preserved regulations governing Community Association
Managers and Management firms. Given the commitiee’s political mind-
sel, it was rejected. Ironically, the only businesses that the Eubccmmih‘e&
extricated from the bill were barbers and Cosmetology Specialists such
as Hair Braiders, Hair Wrappers, Body mepers,ol'vg‘lﬂnicurisls, Pedi-
curists and MNail Extension specialists. In their headlong rush to rack up
deregulation points with the new administration, pandering lawmakers
initially overlooked the direct physical contact wiIEnuconswners required of
these professions’ practitioners. gince deregulating them could revive an
imminent health hazard, lawmakers expunged them from the list to avoid
implicit liability.

When Florida voters indicated their support for deregulation, they
weren't prepared to be ﬁ’rripr:red of laws that protect them from crimes like
fraud and theht. Unfortunate Y, that's irrelevant to many of our lawmakers.
Certain legislators intend to exploit the Governar's deregulation mandate
by clearing the way for businesses in which they hold an interest. Others
are collecting chips from Speaker Cannan, Senate President Haridopeolos
or Governor Scott that they will cash in when their own pet bills are
threatened.

Since the well-publicized purpose of this bill is to revitalize Florida’s econ-

omy, the House Staft Anaﬁrsis measures how eliminating the Division con-

tributes to this objective. Condominium and cooperative unit owners

would keep the $4 annual fee they currently pay to support Division func-

tions. That's all — nothing else. Allowing association members to hang
Continued on poge 16

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS

* WRONGFUL DEATH

* SLIP & FALL

* WORKERS COMP.

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-630-8898

CHARLES COHEN 24 YEARS OF

ATTORNEY AT LAW  EXPERIENCE
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

Harwling cases in Broward, Diade and Palm Beach Courtties from FL Lauderdale, The hifing of a
[anwyer i a important decision that should not be based solely upon adverfisements. Belort you
decide, ask me to send you free writhen indosmation about my qualfications and experience.

CAC
CAt YOUR FULL SERVICE L. (954) 428-0033
by CONTRACT COMPANY L2 = www.central-ac.com
GALT MILE COMMUNITY THE WAY SERVICE WAS MEANT TO BE!
Providing quality service and customer satisfaction for 25 years!!
BASIC PACKAGE COVERAGE CAC also sells and installs
] o New Air Conditioning Systems,
Air Conditioning Included Hot Water Heaters and more NI] ﬂedm:lihles
{including compressor - up 1o 4 tons) | Call for a FREE ESTIMATE ™
Heating System Included —_— Tl
Thermostat/Humidistal Included AVAILABLE OPTIONS Unlimited + 2 HR. Time Spans for Regular
. 2ndd Alr Conditionar (up to 4 fons) S60.00 . Service Appointments
Refrigerator Included Yearly A/C Chack-Up (each) 535,00 SEII“H:H ﬂﬂllﬂ
lkmtakier Inchaded Microwave [Built-In) 30,00 = No All Day Waiting!
Extended Plumbing 530.00
Cold Water/ Ice Dispenser Included Each Additional Bath $10.00 # 35 Highly Trained Service Technicians
; ; Freezer (separate) 525,00
Oven/Range (includes self-cleaning) Included Doubla Cven £20.00 - O Gl 7 Doy /2% Hiuee:a Day
Garbage Disposal replacement -1/2 HF) Included Trash Compacior 520,00 ! ,
¥ Thermadbor Dven 53500
Plumbing & Electric (3 Baths) Included 2nd Refrigerator £25.00 # Serying the Entire Tri-County Area
Dishwasher Included Jenn-Air Range 525.00
Sub-Tero & GE Monogram Refrigerator $25,00 R i u 5 i
Washer/Dryer Included Instant Hal S0 00 ¢ State Regulated - Licensed & Insured
*Replacements:
Water Heater (up to 40 gafions) ncluded Alr Conditioner # New Fully Stocked Vans Equipped with
pto 4 tors - exches water coviedumts) 560,00 Satellite Tracking Devices
*EQUIPMENT OVER FIFTEEN (15) YEARS OF AGE "IE::O I‘Tﬁc:,m e ok SBOLG6
IS NOT ELIGIBLE AND EXCLUDED FOR REPLACEMENT"® Water HEater feach - up 1o 40 gal £15.00 # Large Parts Department
Refrigerator (oscudes Built-in) $20.00
OvenRange $20.00 k J
[ishwasher $20.00
TOTAL BASIC PACKAGE $260.00 BRI $25.00 STATE OF FLORIDA LICENSE NO. B0228
[ryir (enciudes stack-sets) $25.00 CACO 32383 - CFC57183 - EC0001122
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

SUN MON TUE WED

Urbon Goumet Markat Fout Lowdesdale
1201 E. Los Olas Bhd. (ity Commission Meefi
10 Pom. fo 4 pm 11 12 |r,-Hr‘ﬂ 13
Info.; 9544624166 & pm
BINGO
Sunday Jazz Brunch Golt Towers Sodil Room
Riverwalk, Dawntown FL Citizen’s Crime Alert {4750 Golt Oceon Drive)
11 am. ta? pm. (ity Hall, 7 pm. 7:30 p.m.
Info.; 954-828-5985 Info.. 9548265377 Info.: Cyndi Sanger: 954-563-7248

LUrben Gourmet Market Erev Pesoch (Possover) Fort Loudardala Chicogo

1 7 1201 gfﬂL:;[:ﬁ lEJI.-.;_ﬂ: 1 8 1 9 (ity Commission ?mnﬂ 20 Hoed Rock Live, 8 ,1_51_

Info.; 954-462-4166

o Mot Marketing n o Shoo Sring et
Cardnal Gibbons H||]"| Eulfhoﬂl Media Room Wor !.‘»eﬁll::r?lphlerDHLun
Ino.. 954328 5033 Info.: 954-8764757 |
Urban Gourmer Market ~ BINGO
240 = |25 26 ik |27
Info.: 954-452-4166 7:30 p.m

Infe.: Cyndi Songer: 54-563-7268

Fliat Wesk
(Through 4,/30)
' Pionist Adom Golka Fort Louderdole |
1 %ri’tﬁllu E?E:,r Swgﬁﬂ 2 Broword Canter 3 City Commission Mee!illﬂ 4
9 am. tod pm. : fpm ity Ha
Info.: 954-447-4 144 Tix.: 9544620222 6 pumm.
Commissiorssr Bruce Roberts: BINGO
Sunday Jazz Brunch Pre-henda Meefing Galt Tawers Sodiol Room
Riverwolk, Downtown FL Cordinal Gilhons High School, Media Roam (4250 Galt Ocean Orive)
11 o, tod pm, bpm F:30 pm,
Info.: 954-B28-5985 Info.: 954-828-5033 Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268
]Urhcifl Gnmnlel.'.‘-.ull’wi'- S P IEI-{HE;D
I [ oitl Room
- ’:E'uL.':]rEl'.Eunj E,JIII:I 9 1 0 (4250 Galt (cean Drive) 1 1

Info.: 954-4462-4166 7:30 p.m.

Info.; Cyndi Songer: 954-563-72468

Pompono Beoch Fishing Rodes
i (Through 5,/ 14
EI.::';.TE"#”:-.! E_'Iﬁllf” 14th 58 and the Inrrr'-.manl Pompana
Info.: 954-826:5377 ofo. 9549424513

APRIL/MAY

AI:II:II'HI:II'IIAL E“ENTS
APRIL 3 - 11: YMCA Nafional Short Course Swimming & Diving Chompionships, Feet Loudesdcls Aquatic Complex, 954-826-4580
APRIL 12: Lody Gage-Monster Boll Tour, BankAantic Center, 8 p.m., Tix.: www. ficketmaster.com
APRIL 15: The Fort Louderdale Bus Loop, 300 SW Znd Street, & 1o 11 pm,, Info.- 954-260-6194
APRIL 30: Walk for the KIDs, John U Loyd Stote pork, Danig, 8 to 10 o.m., Infa.; 954-537-7620
MAY 13: Tes By The Seq, Mboard the haxurious Floridicn Princess, deporting from Bobia Mar, 6:30 ta 10:30 pm,, bnfo.; 5414165007
MAY 13 - 14: Women's Power Coucus, Hyatt Regency Pier Sixy-Six

| %
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU

YMCA Mosters Hational

1 Swimming Championship Meet
{Through 4,/17)

Fart Louderdale Aguotic Complex

B om. fod pm

Info.: 954-828-4580

BINGO
Soathpoint’s North Loungs
(3400 Golt Oczan Or)

7 p.m.
5/ person for 3 boards

FRI

Jozz on the Square

15 The Vilage Grile
Commencial Bhed, & ATA
7 p.m.

Pompano Baoch Seofood Festival
(Throwgh 4,717
Pompang Beach

Info.: 954-570-7785

SAT

Riverwalk Urhon Market

1 6 zg,:] W ?m:i .!.w.

Infa.: 954 ??E 56@?

Senside Ceoft Fair on Hollywood Beach
Broadwalk in Hallywood Beach
10 om. o5 pm,
Info.: 954-472-3755

G.M.CA Advisory Board Mesfing

Inzz an the Square

Riveswalk Urben Market

Nick's Italion Restaurant The Villoge Giile 277 SW nd kve.
T [ 22 i [ 23 Sl
pLm. nfo.; 954-796-
Infn.: 954-776-5092
BINGO Ouchiid Show & Sale
Southpoint’s Noth Lounge (Through 4,/ 24)
7 pm. Good Fridoy o Flmli'rlngu l.‘:mden.;
S5 /person for 3 boards - 0. www. flamingogardens.org
L5 Olos Wr}iaiﬁ Fm{xﬂﬁ Jux[zh ﬂq.r :lllue Sqaglrle Ei'.lew.'?u:!ll; lélltj}ag rn’:i.urrlkm
ol g Villogs Guille Ve,
[E:ls Bhed 29 Commerciol Bld. & ATA 3 Bom. fo ] pm
T 10 9:30 p.m. Tpm. Info.; 954-298-5607

Info. wwwlasokashowlevard.com

EINGD
Southpaint's North Lounge
(3400 Goft Dceon Dv), 7 pom,
55 /person far 3 boards

The Food & Goren Fesfival Featuring tha
32nd Annual Spring Plant Sele
{Through 5,/1)

Fairchild Tropécal Garden
%:30 a.m. fo 4:30 p.m.

Info.: wnw foiechildgarden.org

9

Jnzz on the Squose

6 The Villoge Gills
Commescial Bivd. & ATA

1 pm.

Riveswalk Urhon Morket
227 SW 2nd Ave.
Bom. to ] pm.

Info.; 954-298- 560?

7

BINGO :
Sauthpoint’s Nosth Lounge West Polm Beoch An ”'35 Fesfivol Kylie Minogue
{3400 Golt Oceon D) (Through 5,/8) BankAtiontic Center
7pm. Americeoft Expo Center - S Flondo Foiegrounds 9 pm.
$5/person for 3 boards Info.: 941-697-7475 . 800-745:3000
2nd on 2nd Thiesdays Block Party Jazz on the Square Riverwalk Urban Market
200 Block SW 2nd Street The Village Gaille 237 SW Ind Ave.
1 2 Sta?pm. 1 3 Commerciof Bhvd. & A1A 1 4 8om.folpm.
[fo.; 954-466-1541 T p.m. Info.: 954-298-5607

South 'ElHPEJDhL
uthpaint’s Morth Loin
-:3-1PUHD Godt Oceon [h]ge

7 pm
55/ person for 3 booeds

Fiverside Hotel Lown, 620 E. Las (as Bhwd

Riverwolk Trust Burger Bottle Il

Trol10pm
Ino.: werw. goriverwalk.com

Fort Lauderdale Gun & Kndfe Show
(Through 5/15)
Wor Memanal Auditorium
Info.; §28-5360

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

Soturdays: Yogo @ Riverwolk, West side of Esplanode Park, 10:30 fo 11:30 o.m., freg, Info.: 954-7320517
Soturdays: Cordio & strength hoining € Riverwalk, Esplonade Park, 11 10 12 pm., free, Info.: 954-732-0517
Wednesdays: Cardso & strength training & Riverwolk, Esplonade Park, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., free, Info.: 954-732:0517

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

Business Education Seminar Series: Business
Insurance and Werkman's Compensafion
War Memarial Audilorium, 310 7 p.m

Info.: 954-828-4752

A

Buckler's 15th Annuol Craft Fair
Americraft Expo Cenler - South Florida Fairgrounds, W, Palm

Info.: 386-8600002

Ft. Louderdale Spring Home Design & Remodeling Show
Broward County Convenfion Cantar

f0.: 954-667:9299

Mth .":"-I'II'I'L.{ﬂ Dw. miown D’l_.lrﬂ'}" Beach Craft Festival

Delreary Beacl 11 am. ol pm

Info.: 954~ ”?2.5.75_1

."uf"rx:nnhgl*.l S-Euuurl&m & You

wery & Science, ¥ p.m. o 1 a.m,

Saturday Nite Alive
""”lai"']ﬂl:'-']fl'-'ﬂf‘l'lpr"
nto.: www.thenewlortiouderdolebeoch.com

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING
OF EVENTS, GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT

WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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Resort-Style £.-i:1-"fn.{g On ‘T he ‘Beach
Preview these lovely condos today. No reasonable offer refused!

Large 2BRZBA remodeled and
beautifully furnished with endless direct
ocean views. Impact windows and doors,
spacious open kitchen, dining room and
living room all with ocean views. Master
bedroom  has  changing aren, walk-in
closet and bath with roman tub and
separdate shower. Available o preview
daily by appointment.

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea
S649,000

Stunning 2300 s.f 3IBR/Z.5BA NE
corner unit with direct ocean and pool
views in LAmbiance. Beautifully furnished,
meticulous to details and rarely used. Newer
building directly on the beach with valer
parking, 247 security, etc. and larnge doge
ok. Available to preview daily by
appointment.

Fort Lauderdale
SRO9,000

954 298-8897
VikkiM@comcast.net
www. VikkiMurphy.com

BALISTRERI
REALTY

Mather...Canfinyed

hang on to $4 each year is the sole benefit this provision offers the State’s
economy. While acknowledging that inexpensive association arbitrations will
be replaced by extremely onerous lawsuits, the Staff Analysis omits that factor
from its benefit calculation. Similarly meaningless economic benefits accrue to
every one of the "deregulation” provisions. If's not surprising that the bill is a
fraud since its chief architect in the Governor’s mansion has unique expertise in
that area. Since the Division is fiscally independent and has no impact on the
State budget, why was it marked for execution? In a nutshell, this deregulation
dog and pony show would rip off $7.3 million contributed by unit owners to
the Division fund and dump it into the General Fund.

Ordinarily, the bill would be referred to several relevant house commitiees for
review while colegislation in the Senate would undergo a similar vetfing.
While in commitiee, lawmakers are given an opportunity to offer evidence of
unintended consequences as well as add, delete or amend provisions. Input is
taken from parties impacted by the legislation. Only after the selected commit-
tees in both houses siEI through their respective bills' ramifications will the full
House and Senate vote on the legislation.

Apparently, this bill will only be referred to several House committees. It will
avoid the committee process in the Senate, depriving parties with an interest in
the legislation of a viable chance to correct or amend the bill's shortcomings.
The unusual bill number, HB 5005, indicates that the legislation is what's called
an “implementing bill.” Implementing bills hold the statutory changes needed
by lawmakers to meet budget objectives. After hashing out a spending plan,
Senate and House members svencr identical draft budgets and implementing
bills to their respective bodies. Once approved ot a bicameral appropriations
conference, the bill heads to the full Senate for a vote, bypassing the checks
and balances of the Senate committee process. In addifion to explaining its
lack of credibly beneficial economic provisions, it's appurtenance to the budget
process clarifies why our $7 million in the Division fund mystically falls prey to
this bill. By whacking the bill over to the budget side of the process, the legisla-
tive leadership is also able to shield the bill's underlying rationale and adverse
consequences from public scrutiny until ofter its approval by the legislature.

When Floridians realize that they are once again ot the mercy of crooked mold
remediators, movers that hold their furniture hostage until they kick up the con-
fract price, and auto repair shops that charge for a new starter after replacing

the cigarette lighter, these lawmakers will have to explain
to their constituents how reviving these scams and rip-offs
benefitied the state’s economy.

The Galt Mile Community Association and similar organi-
zations across the state are working with association ad-
vocates in Tallahassee to fight |Egis?|::’riun designed to pick
the pockets of unit owners. Since trying to overturn bills
blessed by the House Speaker and the Senate President is
ordinarily an exercise in futility, these pro-association
groups and their advocates decided to concentrate their
efforts on removing the two legislative elements that im-
pact associations. They opted to use the abbreviated com-
mittee reviews to extract the provisions that eliminate the
Division and the regulation of Community Association
Managers.

To enhance their effectiveness, the committee presenta-
tions made by our pro-association advocates in Tallahas-
see must be backed up by supportive correspondences
(email, telephane, fax, efc.) from unit owners. Since there
are dozens of other deregulation targets in the bill, receiv-
ing thousands of emails f?om disconsclate association
members would convince these lawmakers to carefully
weigh whether deregulating associations and their man-
agers is worth the political price of alienating 3.5 million
Florida constituents, most ofwhom are registered voters.

The bill was scheduled for vetting by the House Economic
Affairs Committee on March 24th at 8:30 AM, the sec-
ond of its three planned House Committee stops. In the
previous afterncon, a substitute bill that removed the two
association-related provisions was filed with the commit-
tee. Following a heated debate, the panel approved the
Committee Substitute by a vote of 12 Yeas vs. 6 Nays,
salvaging both the Division and licensing requirements for
CAM managers. Thousands of emails, letters, faxes and
phone calls ?mm frothing asseciation members across the
state worked their magic.

While the Division and competency standards for CAM
managers were temporarily rescued from obliteration, HB
5005 is still filled with provisions that literally invite rip-off
artists to molest vulnerable Floridians. You have to admire
the raw panache of its supporters in disguising the legislo-
tion as an economic recovery measure. While purporting
to cut the fat from bloated bureaucracies, it -::c!ua“'; rolls
out a welcome mat to thousands of incompetent and/or
thieving deadbeats that honest members of their respec-
tive professions were delighted to be rid of. While ‘rﬁe
public ponders the bill's mysterious benefits, dedicated
statutory trust funds quietly become budget fodder. As il-
lustrated in the bill's House Staff Analysis, in exchange for
eliminating the laws that cleaned up dozens of disrep-
utable progfessions, the state’s economy gets a goose egg
- NADAI

That's not all these tricky doggies have up their sleeves.
On March 26th, the House released its first draft budget.
Buried on page 360 is a planned transfer of $6.2 miﬁion
from the Division of Condominiums, Time Shares and Mo-
bile Homes Trust Fund to the State School Trust Fund. Al-
though they relented on deregulating the Division,
lawmakers still intend fo digest its funding. In summary,
the funds we contributed to inexpensively resolve associo-
tion conflicts and enable unit owners to enforce their
rights were magically transformed into a schoel tax. Cn
the positive side, this flimflam isn't etched in stone until the
Senate rings in with its spending plan. More to come...
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