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THE NAME ON EVERYONE’S LIPS

LIVE MUSIC TUESDA YS THRU SA TURDAY

15% DISCOUNT

| FOR ALL GALT MILE RESIDENTS l OoN
I *Not valid with other offers. TH E
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TOKYOBLUE “

CONTEMPORARY ASIAN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE WITH STUNNING OCEAN VIEWS
DINNER SERVED TUESDAY - SUNDAY 5PM - MIDNIGHT | LATE NIGHT MENU UNTIL 2AM

INSIDE THE OCEAN MANOR BEACHFRONT RESORT
4040 GALT OCEAN DRIVE, FORT LAUDERDALE - 954.566.2122

TOKYOBLUEONTHEBEACH.COM
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BEATING BACK

For more than a decade, the Galt Mile Community Association met

with intermittent success while trying to enforce a City promise to

maintain in a “Disney-like manner” the selffunded landscape and

hardscape features included in the 1993 Galt Mile Improvement Pro-

iect. In late 2008, alternating periods of healthy green and crispy
rown sidewalk beds finally came to an end.

Appointed by the Galt Mile Community Association Advisory Board,
Commodore resident Jose “Chepo” Vega provided two ingredients re-
3uired to reverse the rotating neglect - unrelenting oversight and the

ogged pursuit of City officials charged with neighborhood mainte-
nance. For more than a year, Chepo has undertaken a campaign to
eliminate the local incarnation of a nationwide street blight he calls
“Utility Graffiti”.

Intuitively, it's a no-brainer. “Just make the bums who vandalize our
streets erase their stinkin’ mess. What's the big deal?” It's not that sim-
ple. The cryptic multicolored ciphers aren’t random insults to the
neighborhcmd’s aesthetic integrity. The:,r are the functional hy-prcducl
of a company parented by the State Legislature, Sunshine State One-
Call of Fnr'r:l);, Inc. {Dne—EnII or SSOCOF.

The company maintains a current and comprehensive statewide data-
base of Euried system components belonging to their extensive mem-
bership of ?ublic utilities and private companies (operators). When
informed of a planned excavation anywhere in the State, One-Call
notifies member operators with facilities in the area of the proposed
excavation or demalition. Within two business days (except when
emergency repairs are indicated), they deploy an 8-color palette and
scores of anagrammatic identifiers to mark the location of interred gas
lines, pull boxes, water lines, elecirical plexus, telephone linkages,
cable conduits and other buried utility components. They also gener-
ate a similarly marked hand-held map for ﬁ]v&ry to the excavator.
Armed with a map of the buried utility elements, the job can proceed
without wr&akin?l havoc on local ufility services. Before the One-Call
system was |E.-gc:| y formalized in Florida, black-outs, dr)r-oul& and the
loss of ‘reiephone, internet and television services hit |::ui|dings, blacks
or entire neighborhoods with alarming frequency.

Marking an area for excavation requires high-priced personnel using
a pantheon of expensive electronic detection equipment. The need to
quickly and accurately perform this function has cultivated a special-
ized niche market. Some larger companies exploit economies of scale
to financially justify developing in-house marking capabilities. Smaller
operators an other utilities opt to outsource this resp-nnsibiﬁl}r to dedi-
cated mﬂrkin%cﬂmpuni85 such as the United States Infrastructure Cor-

poration (USIC).

UTILITY GRAFFITI: 8728/ ..

Member operators are mandated to only map areas earmarked for
excavation within 30 days. For projects that extend beyond one
month, rhag are supposed o return each subsequent month to map

the next 30 days of planned excavation, While this sirategy effec-
tively limits the utility graffiti a neighborhood must tolerate at any
given time, it doubles mapping expenses for a two month project and
multiplies marking costs for a yearlong project by a factor of twelve.
Forced to choose between a statutory slap on the wrist and a healthy
addition to the corporate coffers, operators will often flood the street
with months of markings while executing a boilerplate apology to
One-Call alleging some unfortunate adminisirative oversight.

Since excavators are liable for damages that result from misreadin
degmded or adulterated mﬂrkings, if wind, rain or foot traffic erades
the murking medium, the excavator must postpone demolition and ask
One-Call to repeat the mapping process. Since time is money, excao-
vators and operators both prefer using marking materials blended to
endure a nuclear winter.

In a perfect world, the markings are erased when the construction is
complete. In fact, the muriinqs ordinarily survive the attendant project
by months - or years. When local governments across Florida passed
a wide variety of ordinances requiring that operators apply for a per-
mit, pre-mark the target area, use certain low impact paints or remove
the marks when the job was finished, the legislature responded with a
statute that countermanded these local laws and forbade future inter-
ference with OneCall operations.

When the legislature passed the Uncf&réground Facility Damage Pre-
vention and Safety Act, Chapter 556, F.S. in 1993, it failed to pro-
vide for removal of the markings required by the legislation. Last year,
Florida Senator Michael Bennett filed Senate Bill ‘??‘2 to cure that
enigmatic omission. Unfcrrunﬂfe[y, his bill was neutered during an
eleventh hour swap for a committes substitute. Instead of requirin

that facility operators remove whatever substance they use to mark @
designated area, 5B 982 encouraged One-Call to educate member
operators about the benefits of low-impact marking practices, reduc-
ing the bill to a bad joke. It also prohibited local government from
“adopting any conflicting laws.”

Out of options, Chepo appealed to the Advisory Board for ideas. Un-
able to agree on a meﬂningfu| target, flustered board members de-
cided against initiating an angry lefter writing campaign. Aher some
discussion, it was suggested that the community relations department
supported by every major utility might be receptive to a project that
could generate a truckload of statewide positive publicity. These well-
funded corporate appendages are always on the lookout for opportu
Confinued on poge 5
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Groffif.. Continued

nities to rehabilitate corporate reputations shattered by
decades of arrogantly abusing a mostly captive customer
base. It would 1:v.=:rh::|ir||;.-r be a step u from sponsoring re-
freshments for participants in a golden age Mah Jong
tournament or slapping the corporate logo on county ﬁ::ir
chariot pulls for three-legged bulldogs.‘?iry Commissioner
Bruce Roberts informed Advisory Board members about a
city department that regularly interfaces with utility repre-
sentatives.

The board asked Commissioner Roberts and County Com-
missioner Chip LaMarca to broker a meeting with City
and County utility liaisons, One-Call representatives and
the neighborhood association. At a subsequent Presidents
Council meeting in Coral Ridge Towers, Roberts reported
that he'd received enthusiastic feedback from a key offi-
cial in Sunshine State One-Call. He also consulted with
Public Works personnel who work with corporate counter-
rts in utilities that service Fort Lauderdale residents. Fal-
owing the roadmap outlined earlier by the Advisory
Board, Roberts announced that he and County Commis-
sioner LaMarca would next arrange a meeting with all the

parfies.

Roberts initially contacted Damaoge Prevention Liaison Ser-
EEG J. Clavijo of Sunshine State One-Call and spelled out
the community’s objective. Clavijo agreed to meet with
GMCA officials and representatives of Utilities that service
the Galt Mile neighborﬁoﬂd immediately following the
March 17, 2011, Advisory Board meeting. Hitting the

Fhones, Roberts, LaMarca and Clavijo reached out fo representatives
rom AT&T, FPEL, TECO Gas, Comecast and USIC [United States Infra-
structure Corparation — a wellreputed underground utility locator en-
gaged by many Florida utilities).

The 2 PM meeting in Galt Ocean Club included Distribution and Col-
lection Division Chief Kris Kmon from the City of Fort Lauderdale Pub-
lic Works Department [repairs road surfaces], Utility Coardinator
Wayne Wincll:;.ur from TECO Peoples Gas, Cable Damage Prevention
Coordinator Margaret Redriguez from ATAT, Statewide Cable Locater
Mario Escalona [gurn FP&L, USIC's Thomas Fernandez [marking con-
tractor for FP&L, ATAT & ComcusTL, Sergin J. Clavijo and his boss -

Damage Presentation manager Cheryl Ritter of Sunshine State One-

Call.

Early in the meeling, it became evident that Clavije and Ritter survive
in a state of quiet desperation. The same people who bitterly com-
E:luin about the street markings would spit blood if their telephone
ines were clipped by some noncompliant landscaping contractor or
more to the paint, if their lives were endangered by an inadvertently
ruptured gas line. Consequently, One-Call also takes heat for the ac-
tions of member-operators who inflame neighborhood tensions by
overmarking excavation sites and fail to remeve markings for long-
completed projects. During the 20 years spent in futile anticipation of
a legislative rescue, all parties to the One-Call system were forced to
make due without an integral part of their operational playbook.

From their discussion with One-Call and area utility representatives,
GMCA officials learned that the main obstacle to timely removal of
utility markings is a communication lapse at the final stage of the
process. Since there is no financial or statutory incentive to remove
the markings, utilities have historically assigned a low priority to fol-
lowing up on a project’s progress. Similarly, once excavators finish
digging their holes, they collect their fees and hit the wind. Because
One-Call doesn't have the resources to aggressively monitor the status
of excavations statewide, these projects understandably fall through
the cracks. If some methodology could be developed to reliably in-
form operators when a project is comp|&!ed, ThE}-‘ would agree fo re-
move the markings in short order.

Confinued on page 7
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LESSONS FROM A

LT MILE TRAGEDY....

Last year, veteran Building Manager Jim Beard
of the Ocean Riviera called Private Investiga-
tor (Pl} Jim Rigney, a retired New York City De-
tective who lives in The Regency Tower.
Rigney's agency, Pelican ?roup International,
does guck round checks of prospective buyers
or tenants for several Galt Mile associations.
When Beord told Rigney that he had a job for
him, he headed sou% te Beord's building at
3550 Galt Ocean Drive. On his arrival, Beard
handed him a file containing a screening ap-
plication for the Ocean Riviera Condominium
Association. Rigney got to work,

Throughaout their careers, law enforcement pro-
fessionals meet counterparts in municipal and
State police departments, intelligence agen-
cies, prison systems, the Justice Department
and a broad spectrum of Federal and Interna-
fional police, intelligence and penal services.
In time, these casual relationships morph into
an informal yet impressive informational net-
work. If the z;n'ler crime fighters become pri-
vate investigators when they retire, the quality
of these contacts is one of the most important
professional assets that will serve to distin-
guish them from competitors. Needless to say,
Rigney's postcareer autreach is substantial.
His Pelican Group International performs in-
vestigations worldwide.

For the case he was just assigned by Beard,
he would have to collect chips from all over
the country. The Ocean Riviera applicant
spent time in Grand Ropids & Byron Center
{Michig“on], Lawrenceville & Grayson (Geor-
ginl, Chattancoga (Tennessee) and the North
each area in Fort Lauderdale. Although it
isn't unusual for Rigney to find negative re-
ports about a subject, the bad news about this
guy was off the charts. The PI's public and pri-
vate sources ultimately turned up 30 reports
tagging the target a bad risk. Because Ocean
Riviera's savvy manager hired an overachiev-
ing former gumshoe, the association rejected

the tenant - and a boatload of trouble.

In June of 2010, a persistent Brian Edward Krebs found an alternative locafion in his

referred Galt Ccean Mile neighborhood. Criginally designed as a high-end apartment
Eou&e, converted into a conde-hotel and finally @ condominium, the Galt Ocean Club ot
3800 Galt Ccean Drive has a higher proportion of snowbirds than many neighberin
associolions. It's very popular with South Americans and Europeans seeking a secon
home in South Florida. They often rent their apariments for most of the year. Other own-
ers live here in Florida.

Coral Springs resident Luis Desousa generates rental income from unit 908, a Galt
Ocean Club apartment he's owned for decades. Given the economic squeeze, he was
lucky to fill his unit with a tenant. On his “Linked in” page, Krebs lists his occupation as
CEOQ and owner of Oncology & Biotech Recruiting, a biotech sales placement service
listed at 4326 Bougainvilla Drive in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. It also indicates that Krebs
was formerly a sales representative for Eli Lilly and Co. in Chicage.

Krebs graduated from East Grand Rapids High School in 1991, He maintains having
eurnec? allconference and all-state honors while performing as the captain of the foot-
ball, hockey and baseball teams. He also claims that he graduated from Western Michi-
gan University and was working toward a master’s degree from the University of
Michigan. Ironically, on his Facebook page, he purports having a Master's Degree in
Mental Health Counseling.

Although unaware that Krebs' yellow sheet siretched around the block, Desousa knew
that Krebs took “heavy medication” to stabilize his moods. Nevertheless, Desousa felt
comfortable with Krebs’ credentials and considered him a viable tenant. Had Desousa
checked online Broward County court records, he would have known that Krebs was
convicted of attempted burglary and assault and battery in 2003 and ordered to proba-
tion. Presumably, he was u?:]iviuus to what his tenant was capable of.

On April 17, 2011, Galt Mile Community Association President Pio leraci copied an
email to every member asscciation. leraci also serves as President of Galt Ocean Club
Condominium, Entitled “"One Killed - 5 injured — Stabbing” and addressed to "All", a
seemingly exasperated leraci wrote:

“Please excuse this intrusion into your Sunday evening and the tone of this note. It seems that we os as-
sociation leaders are constantly lambasted as “bad people”, “intolerant”, “condo commaondoes” etc.

Last week Brian Krebs a tenant /renter at GOC (Galt Ocean Club) threw a lomp through his 9th floor apart-
ment window, sending shards of glass down to the pool and pool deck below. He went on o rampage inside
the opartment smashing the toilet bowl, all glass tables, imbedded a butcher knife in the wall etc. The GOC
security staff has pho of all the damage. The Fort Louderdale Police stayed af the building woiting
for Krebs to return. The GOC security staff was instructed by the Administration not to aflow this lunatic

back into the building fearing imminent danger to residents of the building.

The next day Krebs arrived at the building with the owner of the apartment and letter from his attorney,
threatening the Association with legal action if he was barred from reentering the building.

Aher investigoting the April 9th incident ot Galt Ocean Club, police issued a BOLO (|be
on the look-out] advisory for Krebs, warning officers that he was on the loose and possi-
bly dangerous. Police didn't issue @ warrant or charge Krebs with any crime.

Apologizing again for his “rant”, leraci came to the point. As tight-knit vertical communi-
ties, we rely on Statutory Low, condominium documents and the Associations’ rules and
regulations to insure members a safe and secure home environment. They also protect us
from inadvertently or intentionally abusing or endangering one ancther. Lnfﬂrtunurﬂy,
as associations cycle through periods of political upEeuvul, it becomes popular to attack
the board members, managers and security staffers only because it's their job and/or re-
sponsibility to enforce those rules.

Continued on poge B
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Groffisi... Continued

Ironically, the fact that these markings persist long after the related con-
struction is finished isn't lost on the local residents. If a community repre-
sentative could somehow confirm a project’s completion and promptly
notify the operator, the markings could be expediticusly addressed. As
Sergio explained, it is impﬂssigh to ascertain a project’s status based
solely on casual observation. However, if the community representative
was provided limited access to proprietary documentation by the utilities
and public records by the City, any lingering uncertainty aboul a pro-
ject’s completion mig{” be dispelled. Admittedly unaware of any prece-
dent for this type of ad hoc solution, optimistic participants viewed the
meefing as an important first step. Before proceeding, the utility liaisons
would try to solicit corporate approval while One-Call and the City ex-
p|c:re pu::!en'ricﬂ statutory or reguk:rory obstacles.

At the April 4th Presidents Council meeting in Playa del Sol, after de-
scribing some of One-Call’s historical problems, Sergio Clavije and
Cheryl Ritter outlined the prospective initiatives currently under consider-
ation. Earlier in the day, rﬁw met with Commissioners Eoberfs and
LoMarca at the Beach Community Center fo discuss the bureaucratic me-
chanics of moving the project forward. Following One-Call’s Playa del
Sol presentation, Commissioner Roberts announced "If successhul, the
Galt Mile community will have established a prototype that will be dupli-
cated in hundreds of Florida neighborhoods.”

While any reasonably well balanced Galt Mile resident will readily con-
cede that the remnvurol‘ graffiti falls short of warranting national ac-
claim, Roberts’ parting observation is on the money. The local
ordinances invalidated by the Legislature were originally enacted in re-
sponse to tens of thousands of complaints issuing Eom all parts of
Florida. If the recent talks yield a viable alternative, One-Call will offer
the process to any community whose residents want to reduce the extent
undpdurmion that their streets resemble a New York City subway station
in 1976. More o come...®

INJURED?
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Keds... Continued

Having conferred with associotion attorney Becker & Poliakoff “to insure that the As-
sociation had taken all possible steps and precautions to protect the residents of the
building,” leraci summaorized his motive for sending the email to neighboring associ-
atians.,

“I hope this serves as a ‘wake up call’ that Association administrator /boards are ploced in difficult po-
siﬁm.} ﬂﬂp I fervently believe that the vast majority of Boards really strive to act in the best inter-
ests of ol owners.

In closing | am saddened by the terrible circomstances that have occurred, however am grateful that
we Adminisirators/Board members/Security Staff continve to stand and insure that Statufory Low,
Condominium Rules and Regulations are upheld to the best of our abilities,”

Following his rampage, Krebs explained to Desousa that his tantrum was triggered
when a Eiend stole his pills. In an act of confrition apparently orchestrated by Des-
ousa, Krebs equipped himself with a peace offering when he returned the next day
— a new hoilet thot he and Desousa picked up at Home Depot. On Thursday, April
14ih, Desousa occompanied Krebs to a meeting with the Galt Ocean Club security
staff. He agoin defended his tenant, requesting that Krebs be allowed to return to
the unit he trashed.

While appreciating Desousa’s wish to exercise tolerance, leraci expected the long-
time association member to weigh that against placing his neighbors in harm’s way.
leraci told reparters “| understand being compassionate, but under these circum-
stances, he should have said, ‘| need you to be out of the apartment immediately.’
This guy was dangerous.”

On April 16th - late Saturday night — the evicted Krebs was listening to a local musi-
cal group called the Untamed Band while knocking back shots at Fishtales, a popu-
lar restaurant and bar at 3555 Northeast 33rd 5t in the Morth Beach (Galt Ocean
Shoppesgl neighborhood. When the time came to pay the tab, Krebs balked and ver-
bally lashed out at the bartender before departing. He returned to the bar at 3:30
am 5ur1|::|ug,r morning and resumed his argument over the bar tab.

The Untamed Band's drummer, a wellliked 54 year-old South Flarida musician and
music promoter named Jlimmy Pagane, was drawn into the conflict after Finishing his
set at the bor. Krebs pulled a knife and stobbed Pagane in the throat. Prostrate and
bleeding profusely, Pagano begged for help. Two employees and two customers
jumped on Krebs, who mnﬁnueg slashing away. While successhully restrainin

Krebs uniil police arrived, all four were injured during the melee. Pagano blej}aut
from his neck wound. He was pronounced dead at Broward General Medical Cen-
ter at 4 a.m.

Fort Lauderdale Police spokesman Sergeant Frank Sousa stated the obvious, "There
is no reason that anybody can justity going to the next level over a bar bill. No-
body's lite is worth a dispute over a bar bill.” Recognizing the bravery demaon-
strated by the four surviving victims, Sousa remarked “Everyone who was trying to
help our victim put their lives at risk, and they suffered a stab wound as a result of
it." Stabbing victims Guy DiBona, Evan ﬂbeﬁ John Eierhart and John Rossi were sent
to Broward General Medical Center to dress their wounds. Also injured during the
outburst, Krebs was sent to the hospital in police custody. He was charged with one
count of premedircﬂe-ﬂ murder and four counts of uggruvmed huﬂery with a deud|y

weapon. On April 25th, he was ordered held without bond.

After the bloodbath, it remained unclear whether Desousa ever realized that his
compassion was misplaced. Commenting on Krebs' brutal behavior, the landlord
said “| told him that he could not mix his medication with alcohol. He's actually a
nice guy. | never thought he would be aggressive.”

In addition to the Pl's report that described Krebs' repeated proclivity for antisocial
and criminal behavior, Ocean Riviera Manager Jim Beard had personal knowledge
of Krebs’ violent temperament. While Krebs was visiting a relative in Ocean Riviera
about four months ago, the police arrived and informed security that they were look-
ing for Krebs. They headed to the unit Krebs was visiting, announced themselves
and requested entry. While the police awaited a response, Krebs jumped from the
second story balcony and ran, temporarily eluding his pursuers.

Confinued on poge ¥
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Ovemnedicated, . Confinued

leraci's frenzied “wake-up call” is a plea to recognize the unfair
abuse heaped on security personnel, building managers and board
members whose daily efforts keep us sale. Egvery unit owner has wit-
nessed a neighbor verhu”y attack security for insisting that their
guest sign in or blast the manager for daring to issue a written warn-
ing letter. Fortunately, most conde owners understand and respect
their association’s rules and will pursue civil and legally acceptable
methods to express their concerns. However, some residents consider
themselves exempt from any rule with which they disagree. They be-
lieve their association mam{barship entitles them to abuse the employ-
ees and association volunteers that cftrmed them from danger. There
are several in every association and they're not hard to i enﬁ[T.
Whenever you hear an association member scream at an employee
“You work ror me," You've found one.

The incident at Galt Ocean Club brings focus to ancther security
issue. Associations often have schizophrenic screening policies.
Many will coniract for comprehensive buck?mund checks when
screening o prospective unit owner, Others limit their investigation fo
the shrinﬁing number of statutory reasons for rejecting a candidate.
For tenants, some associations will do little more than “Google” the
applicant, if thatl Associations generally require the leasing unit
owner to assume full responsibility for their tenant’s behavior. What if
the tenant is Brian Krebs?

The week-long swath of destruction cut by Krebs couldn’t have posed
a f]reuhar danger to his Galt Ocean Club neighbors. The murder he
allegedly committed in the bar across the sireet might have just as
easily occurred during his rampage in unit 908. How did this wolf
et into the henhouse? The first problem is State Law. Florida Statutes
imit the amount of money collected for a background check to $100
per person. More often than not, how a Pl manages the meager
available resources will determine whether or not an investigation is
productive. If the Galt Ocean Club had the same screening informa-
tion as Ocean Riviera, they might have also rejected Krebs. Since an
accurate screening report represents the front line in the struggle to
keep people like Krebs out of our homes, an association should put
as much research into selecl]nig a Pl as they do for their legal repre-
ienLarinn or management. Failure is not an option, the stakes are too
Ig s

A strange post script fo this tragedy surfaced a few days later. The
screenwriter and producer of the “American Pie” movies, Adam
Herz, was a classmate of Krebs in East Grand Rapids High School.
The “Steve Stifler” character that he wrote into “American Pie” in
1999, “American Pie 2" in 2001, and “American Wedding” in
2003 - an obnoxious hard-drinking jock - was inspired by Krebs.
Herz' mego-hit was originally entitled “East Great Falls High” which
he based on his high school years in East Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Our Custom Cakes are baked with fresh ingredients which
include whole eggs, real butter and pure vanilla extract! All of
our frostings are homemade with fresh butter and pure vanilla.

We deliver orders in Miami-Dade, Broward and 5. Palm Beach

@
..'.‘ @ .o .°.0

CakesByMaraggmail.com 954.817.0594 www.CakesByMara.com

Tune In Speech,
Tune Out Noise!

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary!

. We promise to provide you with outstanding

customer care od stoteolheart hearing instru-
ments from ALL the Major Manufacturers:
Starkey, Siemens, Oficon, Widex, Phonak, Resound
and more to help you hear befter. Satisfaction
with your new hearing instruments is our top
priority. We will guide you through the impor-
tant steps to improve your hearing and get
you back to your daily life.

A Atlantic Hearing Aid Center

2310 E. Oakland Park Blvd.,
Fort Lauderdale. Florida 33306

954-563-4226
SE Corner US1 & Dakland Park Blvd. In Times Square Plaza

R |
Maria D. Rosa, BC-HIS
Owner

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 @



COMMISSIONER LAMARCA
BOOKS GALT LIBRARY RESCUE PLAN

On April 28th, residents from every Galt Mile associa-
tion ignored the mid-afterncon soup-like humidity and
streamed fo the Galt Mile Reading Center at 3403 Galt
Ocean Drive. They were res andsi;ng to notices posted in
their mail rooms, guﬂding offices and 5ecuril'¥ stations
announcing a celebration sponsored by the Friends of
the Galt Ocean Mile Library. The event was ostensibly a
reception to acknowledge having swelled their ranks
from 120 to 200 members. In fact, it was a strategy
meeting called to prevent the county from closing the
Galt Mile Library.

About 100 supporters squeezed into a meeting room
also known to many Galt Mile residents as their official
Election Day palling site. Another 30 monitored the pro-
ceedings from an adjacent room where a light luncheon
buffet was available to patrens. Terry Claire, o Plaza
South activist integrally invelved with the Library’s sur-
vival for the past three years, opened the meeting with a
criticism of the County’s annual attempt to sacrifice the
popular local venue to highly dubicus budget considera-
tions. Leann Barber, a Commodore resident who joined
Claire in last year's successhul effort to keep the Readin
Room afloat, reviewed tentative sirategies EJF privately ﬁ
nancing a variety of supplemental Library programs.

While managed by Claire and Barber, the event was
conceived by Galleon resident Herman Gardner, Presi-
dent of the Friends of the Galt Ocean Mile Library. Perse-
vering and amicable, Gardner has worked firelessly to
improve the Library's inventory and secure its survival. In

reparation for the annual budget struggle with the
Erﬂwﬂrd County Commission, gurdner aunched a re-
cruitment drive that nearly doubled the strength of his Li-
brary support group. For the third straight year, Gardner
also convinced the Galt Mile Community Association Ad-
visorg Board to leverage the neighborhood association’s
member outreach and political access in support of the
Reading Room.

Terry Claire introduced District 4 County Commissioner
Chip LaMarca to an apprehensive audience. For the
past two years, they successfully kept the Library’s doors
open by following a strategy prescribed by former
County Commissioner Ken Keechl. Each year, they filled
support petitions with thousands of signatures, collected
ozens of association and civic resolutions and topped it
off with hundreds of residents flooding the Commission

By Eric Berkowitz

Chamber during the final County budgET meeting. Altending |i|::nn:|r}-r patrons whe
never met their new Commissioner unxiuushr awaited LaMarca's take on their con-
Carns.

At the cutset, Commissioner LoMarca assured constituents that he has a personal
stake in kaapinﬂ the Library open. He also informed attendees that it wouldn't be
necessary to follow his predecessor’s dramatic blueprint for saving the library. In-
stead, he intends to implement a political solution. When stunned library support-
ers questioned his commitment, LaMarca said “I've seen for myself how important
this library is to the people living here. I've been here when the place was packed
and spoke with the patrons and the staff. | used to live in Coral Ridge Towers.
There's no way | could stand by and watch it close.” LaMarca explained that he
had already discussed the issue with County Administrator Bertha Henry and was
confident that he could protect the reading center without the convulsive histrionics
previously orchestrated by the community. LaMarca continued “If | hadn't been
asked to help with this el‘l{)r!, | would have offered.” His audience collectively took
a deep breath.

Having participated in each of the prior years' rescue efforts, an attending
GMCE official declared "When Chip LaMarca was elected last November: he
was an unknown quantity to many of us. Since then, |'ve walched him lead the
charge to secure our beach rencurishment funding, team with City Commissioner
Bruce Roberts to remove the Utility Graffiti that mars our streets and throw a safety
net over the Reading Center. He's for real."

Following his statement, LaMarca welcomed questions from the audience. Seem-
in‘?h( satistied that their library's future was provided for, audience members took
advantage of LaMarca's invitation and quizzed the Commissioner about other re-
cent sources of controversy. When asked how he felt about offshere drilling,
LoMarea said that although he opposes oil wells off Broward's beaches, he sup-
ports energy independence and new exploration. When someone added "Den't
you mean any Florida beaches,” he pointed in the opposite direction and an-
swered “Inland, way over there, where you can't see it.” A Playa del Sol resident
asked if he supported Coniressmun Allen West's energy agenda. After describ-
ing such issues as outside the Broward Commission’s jurisdiction, LaMarca con-
firmed that he was working with West to draw down Federal funds owed to the
County for beach rencurishment. He also said he was ex!remaiy disa puinled
with Tallahassee's failure to hund beach renourishment in the current State budget.

After the meeting, the audience members filed out to the adjacent room. While
consuming the buffet spread, the postmeeting conversations were dominated by
the low-key rescue plan outlined by LaMarca. If our new County Commissioner
could save the Reading Center without a community-wide major mobilization,
Herman Gardner’s 200-strong Friends of the Galt Ocean Mile Library could re-
visit their primary mandate, enhancing the mini-library’s programs.

While the beach is the heart of our neighborhoed, the Galt Mile Library is cer-
tainly its soul. Arguably the most popular local resource on Galt Ocean Drive, it
provides hundreds of mostly elderly residents with a convenient location to re-

tsearch almost anything, meet with friends or simply book some quiet time. Most of
\the locals are on a first name basis with every stafter, including temporaries and
substitutes.

Longtime Librarian Marlene Barnes and her stalf help the nearly 2,400 residents
that visit the Center each week locate "New York Times” bestsellers, DVDs of for-
eign films, health-related audic books, Wall Street Journal stack reports or search
Google for exotic recipes, Visiting authors review their works, local poets recite
their creations and cu]ﬂ:ere groups celebrate their unique ethnicities. Bespite its
modest designation as a "Reading Room”, since the library is networked inte the
nation’s largest library system, it is a doorway to the planet.

Confinued on poge 11
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Books.. Confinued

Thousands of previously technophobic lecal residents whe were first
introduced to the internet in Reading Room classes keep the six free
online computers busy through closing time. While used to update
resumes, do hﬂmeworkl check retirement pcrt&}ﬁusl hunt for ir:lbs
and pay bills, the Reading Room deskiops provide hundreds of local
seniors with daily or weekly email and “instant Messenger” access
to friends and family around the world - without draining precious
dollars rom Social Security checks that are u|reud}-' strefched to the
breaking point.

Despite its eritical importance to thousands of local residents,
Broward County's 4th consecutive whopping budget deficit has once
again placed our tiny storefront branch of the huge Broward County
Ligru.::lr':,..l System on the chopping block. When reducing expenses,
The County Commissien is theoretically obligated to balancing the
sacrifices required of each District’s residents. It is preferable to im-
plement milder, less traumatic service culs across the entire county
than to confine the fiscal burden to certain neighborhoods while se-
lectively exempting others. For instance, budget reductions that cut
the service hours for every park or library are far more equitable
than completely stripping these amenities from certain neighbor-
hoods while leaving others unmolested.

Unfortunately, commissioners occasionally try to shield their District
from sharing painful service concessions Ly manipulating the criteria
used to frame a prospective budger cul. Some prupc~5u|5 5p-c:n5crre-::|
by certain Commissioners only target resources and programs lo-
cated in neighboring districts, freeing their own constituents from re-
lated fiscal impacts.

Continued on page 14

Authentic Chinese Cuisine

Dine In ¢ Take Out ¢ Delivery |

$5 OFF

For arders 530 or more (before tax & delivery).
May not be combined with other offers,
Offer expires 7/30/2011

$10 OFF

For orders $45 or more ( before tax & delivery).
May not be combined with other offers.
Offer expires 7/30/2011
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954-785-0499
Open 7 d:l}'.s: Mon - Sat 1lam-10pm
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JULIE COPPOLA DAYSY CURRY

952-298-1193

,‘-“. PR u 954-895-2226
at Julie.coppola@floridamoves.com Daysy.curry@floridamoves.com
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1201 E. Los Olos Bbvd.
Pom tod pm.
Info.: $54-462-4 164

1 2 Usban Gourmst Market

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Rverwalk, Downtown FL
1 am. fo? pm.
Infa.; ?54-3?!3—55'35

13

(itizens' Crime Alent
City Hall, 7 p.m.
Info.: 54-B28-5377

Golt Towers Sociol Room
(4250 Galt U[euu [lrr.*e]

14

Inf.: Cyndi Songer: 954- 563 f?-ﬁ-ﬁ

.
BINGD

15

Business Education Seminar Series: Business
Viohaatian; Speckers: Marcie Bour
Mizel Center, 1409 Swtunk. Boulevoed

Stol pm
Info.: ¥54-828-4752

Urban Gourmet Morket
1201 E. Las Olos Bhd.
% om. fo 4 pm.
Info.: F5d-462-4 156

19

Fathar's Doy

Futhes's Doy Bobeque
Fairchidd Tropicol Goetens
10:30 o.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Infio.: & Reservofions: 305-256-8399

20

Commissioner Bruce Roberts:
Pre-Agenda Mesfing
Beoch Community Center
b pm.

Infa.; 'i'ﬁM?ESI]H

BiNGO
Galt Towers Sociol Room

2 1 (4250 Galt Deean Drive)

7:30 p.m.
Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-5463-7268

22

Lione! Richia
Hurd Rock Live, & p.m
Ti,: wwew ticketmuster, com

1201 E. Los Oos Blvd.
Fom. fod pm.

Info.: 954-4462-4166

26 [Irhon Govsmet Markes

27

Fort Lawderdole City Commission Mesting
BINGO
Galt Towers Sociol Room

ity Holl, & p.m
28 (4250 Galt Doean Drive)

30 p.m.
Irf.: Cyndli Sanger; 954-563-7268

29

A Enrate Notionol Champéanships
(Theough 7,/2)
Brorward Convention Center
weerw. flouderdolesc.com

Wshean Goormet Morket

3 1201 E. Los Olos Bhvd.
9 o.m. to 4 p.m,

info. 954-463-4146

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Rrverwalk, Downfown FL
11 o.m. o 2 pm,
Info.: 954-628- 5‘-}35

Commissiones Brace Roberts:

4 Pre-Agenda Mesting
Beath {m'rnumr.' Center

p.am.

Info. 954 EEH 5'333

dth OF July Specioculor!
Off ATA & Los Olos

11 am. 1o 9:30 p.m.

Infa.; 954-3%6-3627

BINGD

5 Galt Towers Seciol Room
(4250 Galt Ocean Drive)

7-30 pm.

Info.: Cynili Songer: 954-563-7268

6

Usban Gourmet Morket

1 0 1200 E. Los Olos Bhvd.
Gomtod pm,

Info.: 954-462-4166

11

(itizems” Crime Aart
City Hall, 7 p.m.
Info.: 54-B78:5377

Fort Lowderdale City Commission Meeting
BINGO
Galt Towers Sotiod Room

City Hall, & p.m.
1 2 {4250 Golt Ocean Drive)

T30 pm
Info.: Cyndi Songes: 954-563-7268

13

UNE 14: GM.CA. Mdvisary Board Mesfing, Nick's [taban Restouant, 17 om,
JUKE 17 Fight Time 3: “It's WAR", War Memorial Auditoeium, Dooes open of 7p.m., Info.: 786-543-1177

JUNE 19: Stanswaoll Street Festival, Wilton Dvive, Festival: 4 fo 9 p.m,, Porade: 4:30 p.m,, Enfertainment: 7:30 p.m.

IUKE 25 - 24 Intergalactic Beod & Jewelry Show, Emma Low Olson Civic Center (Pompana), 10 0.m. fo 5 p.m., Info.; B88-729-6904
1LY 2: Home Energy Sover Saturdoy Warkshop, Museum of Discovery ond Science, 2 to 4 p.m., 954-7130940

1LY 5: Motley Croe,/Poison, Hond Rock Live, 7 pm., Tor,: www ticketmoster.com
JULY 142 Znd on Znd Thorsdoys Block Porty, 200 Block SW 2nd Street, 5 10 9 p.m,, Info.; 954-466-1541
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énd on 2nd Thursdays Block Pty

200 Block SW Znd Street
509 pm
Info.; 954-448-1541

BINGO
Seuthpaint’s North Lounge
(3400 Galt Ocean Or)

7 pm.
55,/ person for 3 boords

FRI

Juzz on the Square

The Village Grilla
Commercial Bivd. & ATA
7 pm.

17

The Fort Louderdale Bus Loop
300 SW Znd Street
Sl pm.

Info.; 954-260-6194

SAT

Firverwolk Urban Market

2275w Enﬂ .h-.le
Gom.fol

Info.: 954-298- MII?

18

Great Gotors!

[ﬂlrm.?h 619
FFumlllgu Gordens, %:30 am_ to 4:30 p.m.
Inko.: ww. fomingogarders.org

Il Age Group mitationed
23 (Though 6,/26)
Fort Lowderdole ﬂ.ql.mru: Comglex
Bom to?pm.
Info.: 954-828-4580

Jazz on the Square
The Yillage Grilla
Commerciol Bled. £ ATA

T pm.
Info.: 954-77 6-%92

24

Riverwalk Urhan Morke!
227 SW 2nd dve,

dom. tolpm
Info.; 954-298-5607

25

55/persan far 3 bog

Fairchild Tropial Gorders, 1 [g
Reservofion: wm.fnir{hﬁgm n.oeg

HINGO Sutueday Nite Alive
Southpoint’s Noeth Lounge AA froen Harbar Drive to Sunrise Bhd
Tpm. 7111 pm.
55,/person for 3 boards Info. 954-564-8300
Jazz on the Squarne Rivarwolk Urbon Morket
30 1 The Villoge Grill 227 SW 2nd Mve.
Commeicial Bhd. & ATA Gom.to 1 pm.
7pm. Info.: #54-298-5607
BiNGO Plant 1D Workshap Sotueday Nite Alive
Southpeint’s Narth Lounge (First Friday of EVERY Month) ATA from Haibior Drive to Sunrise Blvd
(3400 ol Oceon Dr), 7 p.m. Ttollpm,

Info.: 954-564-8300

Jnzz an the Square

Riverwolk Ushan Markst

BINGO
Southpoint’s North Lounge
{3400 Galt Ocean D)

T pm,
55/ person for 3 boards

Sade
BankAtlantic Canter, § p.m.
Ti.: ficketmaster.com

7 The Vilage Grile 227 W Tnd hwe,
inl Bh 8om.tol pm
8 Cormmerl B 2 A 9 inko.: 954:298-5607
BINGD
Sc;caﬁ;ﬁn&'&llﬂgnh I.m[ﬂga 19th ﬁnm].:l In;;ll ?,h}lllﬁ Fastivol
( alf Ocean Cr (Threa
7 pm. Faiichild Trapical Garders
55 /persan for 3 boards :30 to 4:30 p.m.
Fihanna with Cee Lo G Jozz o the Squoee Riverwolk Urbon Mosket
1 Huukmmllig Een:eu, ?’:ED ;B::T 1 5 The Viloge Gille 1 6 227 S Ind hve
T, ficketmaster.com Commegcial Blvdl, %;]mh Infa 'BlfST:EEIﬂ']SPﬁEI?

Samrrdu.[',Hira Alive
AVA from Harbos Drive ba Sunrise Blvd
Tt 1l pm.
Info.: 954-564-8300

Saturdoys: Yogo € Pverwalk, West side of Esplonade Park, 10:30 1o 11:30 0.m., free, Info_: 954-732:0517
Saturdays: Cardie & strength training & Riverwolk, Esplonods Pork, 11 10 12 pm, fres, Info.: 954-7320517
Wednesdoys: Cardio & shength raining & Riverwalk, Esplanode Pock, £:30 to 7:30 p.m., free, Info.: 954-732-0517
Sahurdoys through September 3: 3rd Anaual Sotueday Nite Alive, Fort Louderdale Beoch ATA, 7 o 11 p.m.

Fridys {June 17th - Auqust 5): Staright Musicals, Holidoy Park, 7 ta 10 pm., Info.: 954-828-5343

Ban| k Ulmurnrl
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UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

USTA Naiiondl Boys 14 Clay Court Championships
Jimmy Evert Tennis Center, Ft lauderdale

Schedule & Tix.: 954-828-5378

Mama Mia, Broadway
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
Tix.: 954-4620222

Curuue du Soleil Algeria
BankAtlantic Cenfer
T, wwnw ficketmaster.com

A Walk Las Olas
Lci Dlas Blvd from MOA to SE 16th Ave, 5 10 9 p.m.
- 954-258-8382

B "kl-;‘,'f 3 qr.:J Annual Fort lauderdale Craft Fair
War Memorial Auditorium

Intg.: JaC-B0LHMI

Fort lauderdale F"xnlir‘u“ & Collector Faire

w,“ w'cn nrﬁl Auditorium

SA-5AFATAT

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING
OF EVENTS, GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT

WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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Books...Continued

One such proposal urges the County to close library branches situated in rented
facilities. Since the library in Commissioner Lois Wexler's district is housed in a
County-owned property, closing the County’s 7 tenanted libraries would only bur-
den the constituents of other commissioners. Ms. Wexler has repeatedly tried to
torpedo the Galt Ocean Mile Reading Center in Fort Lauderdale, the Beach
Branch in Pompano Beach, the Hollywood Beach Library, the Riverland Library in
Fort Lauderdale, the Pembroke Pines Library, the Century Plaza Library in Deer-
field Beach and the Lauderhill Mall Library. Fortunately, the County Commission
has repeatedly refused to benefit certain neighborhoods on the backs of others.

Earlier this year, Broward officials hired a |i|::nn:|ry consultant to review the
County's library system and make downsizing recommendations. Instead of visit-
ing the various locations and evaluating their importance to their respective
neighborhoods, MGT of America utilized a software program more appropriate
to measuring manufacturing efficiencies. After crunching data collected by each
branch and pumping out a formulaic repart, they sifted the results through a se-
ries of skewed assumptions. For instance, they assumed that the average library
patron has no problem traveling 6.7 miles to the branch, ignoring the age demo-
Fruphics of the surrounding neighborhood. By considering rental expense for
eased branches and ignoring amertization costs for owned facilities, They scored
leased libraries at a 12.5% deficit to owned units. Incomprehensibly, they as-
signed four times the weight to the number of customers aftending programs per
staff member than they did for the weekly door count. On reading the%inai re-
port, the County Commission tossed it out,

Given its intensive concentration of non-homesteaded snowbirds, the Galt Mile
community makes enormous annual contributions to the Coun(?r's tax coffers, in
return for which it receives almost nothing. Ahhuugh half the ounty budget funds
the Broward Sheriff's Office, virtually nc:gBSD resources protect the Galt E‘lﬂe
neighborhood. Since we pay the City of Fort Lauderdale for providing our Police
and Fire Protection, our county tax assessments actually subsidize neighboring ju-
risdictions that do use BSO services. We enjoy no local county parks or recre-
ational resources and even fund our own beach maintenance and security. Other
than our inexpensive minilibrary, the County spends nothing for our slice of the
Barrier Isfundl.w

What's more, in thirty of the thirty-seven neighborhoods deemed worthy of
branch libraries, the Cﬂunfy invested in purchasin the structure hDusing the facil-
ity. No such outlay was ever planned for the Galt Mile neighborhoed. Instead,
the County leased space in 1992 fo save money. When the community's popula-
tion demographics warranted o modest expansion in 2005, the County leased
the adjacent space. Had they inspected the site in compliance with county law,
the?/ might have discovered the asbestos later found in the floor tiles and fextured
ceiling materials. Since the toxic material poses no danger if left undisturbed, li-
brary patrons were forced to scrap long awaited expansion plans and limit use
of the new space to storage.

The County's gaffe shattered any prospect for receiving the modernization or ex-
pansion improvements that regularly benefit branches in every other community.
Qur neighborhood hasn't demanded parity and pressured the cash-strapped
Eruwarg Commission to provide us with a new county-owned facility. However,
since closing the library would save less than a half year’s salary for one entry
level management sluf‘?;r, Galt Mile residents won't tolerate losing a resource that
means so much fo so mun?( for a bu:ii.]et-busad palitical ploy. At last year's strat-
egy meeting, almost 100 local attendees shouted their approval when an ani-
mated 92 year-old Southpoint resident promised, “If they try to close my library, |
will spend my
ew remaining
"vears makin

GMCA's Librory
& Supporters Enter Budget
Meeting

SECOND
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We're The Continental Group, Florida’s leading property management company.
We know your building is self-managed and we bet the Association is doing a
pretty good job. But ask yourself a few questions:

Do you know for an absolute fact that your building has negotiated the best
banking rates, utility rates and pricing from your current vendors?

Do you know for an absolute fact that your books are accurate to the penny
because your building uses the most advanced accounting tools in the industry?
Do you know that lowering costs and improving accounting systems
can lead to larger reserves, money for improvements, avoiding assessments,
and maybe even lower monthly fees?

Do you think you deserve a better community website with instant
access to payments, reports, community calendars, Board Members,
concierge services and more?

Do you love your Building Manager? If so, great! We love hard
working people, too. And we’ll help him or her do an even better job
by providing newer and better resources.

We certainly don’t claim to know all your needs yet. But you probably
don’t know that much about us either. Like how we're so good at finding
overspending that we typically more than pay for ourselves. So maybe it’s time
we talked. Give us 30 minutes at an upcoming Board Meeting. There’s zero
obligation and what you have to gain will surely make you smile.

Call us at 954-378-1048
Email us at info@tcgmgt.com
Or ask a Board Member to contact us.

www.tcgmgt.com

CONTINENTAL

Happiness is Serious Business:




SHIRLEY ATTIAS Galt Ocean Mile C ot

Luxury HoME SPECIALIST

Direct: (954) 5620903 REAL ESTATE | L__'r_’i?*j-a/ |'[E

FHablo Espatiol fe parke Frangais
Shirley@lhermitage.com www.lhermitage.com 954-563-8383

fur-§DIRECT OCEAMN, 2 / 2.5 + den, gour- §BLDG |l, Furnished 2 / 2 + den. Un-
obstructed Ocean & Beach views

PRICE REDUCTION 3 2/ 25 + den. |SOUTHEAST, HIGH FLOOR,
$758,000.

Direct ocean, intracoastal and city fnished 2 / 2.5 + large den, two balco-§met kitchen, built-ins incl. bar and
i i ity fentertainment center. Private elevator. ffrom every room,

5649, 000 www.lhi1202.com wanw Ihii1105.com

1':f'tmumn;. I
ﬂs ..$759,000
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' NEW LISTING
) 1110.....$1,799,000 -

Open gourmet kitchen, quyfumlnhad

Al rooms face Southeast ]
*| 'Over 3,000 total square feat {inct, halmny} il
\ﬂrtual Tour: lhermitaget-1110.com

THE HE

i B

954—562-0903

SI-HRLE?@LHEHHITAGE com

w

. Rentals A»‘éllable- Annual from $2,900 séasmal from‘$4 700
OVER 15 UNITS FOR SALE NOW AT SOUTHPOINT STARTING UNDEI? $370,000.
m.s. r - - O
| B

Southeast split 2 / 2 - ocean- | Large North Tower pent- | South-facing 2 / 2 with
house with amazing views | great ocean, pool, and city
views. Updated kitchen
and bathrooms. $499,000.

2/ 2 with balcony over-§2 [ 2 with gourmet
locking ocean & pool, | kitchen, large walk-in | view from every room! Up-
updated kitchen marble | closets, and great views, | dated kitchen and bath- | of the ocean, intracoastal

flooring. $449,000. updated.....SOLD! rooms. $498,500. and city...SOLD!
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