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THE BEST RETURN ON YOUR ASSOCIATION’S INVESTMENT?

Every Time Residents Come Home.

ASSOCIATION SERVICES OF FLORIDA AND ASSOCIA.
WHERE COMMUNITY AND MANAGEMENT MEET.

You love your community, but it's not your full-time job. So it's no
surprise you want to keep residents happy, while also saving significant

time and money.

Meet Associa: Leveraging national resources and local, professional
staff to deliver community associations customized management
programs that save time, offer peace of mind, and provide unparalleled
savings on valuable goods and services.

As the premier provider of innovative association services, Associa
managers have their fingertips on the industry-leading resources your
community needs most.

Associa has 10 offices across Florida providing community association
management and developer services. Call or visit us today for more
information about our services!

| o’
' /| ASSOCIa 10112 USA Today Way | Miramar, FL 33025
Association Services of Florida Tel: 954-922-3514 | Web: www.associaflorida.com



'HERMITAGE REALTY

AT CENTURY 21 HANSEN REALTY
Bume@. SELLING LUXURY CONDOS ON THE GALT MILE
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L’HERMITAGE | * uan/r . ~ L'HERMITAGE | » UNIT 1110
2 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS, DElL Pl o 3 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS, DIRECT OCEAN
OFFERED AT: $979,000 ° \_ . .

OFFERED AT: $1,699, 000
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...............

e rils SHIRLEY ATTIAS
. LUXURY HOME SPECIALIST
954.562.0903

OFFICE: 954.563.8383

[E \ SHIRLEY@LHERMITAGE.COM

‘ www.lhermitage.com
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Introducing new Wi Series Advanced fastires sre designed i
¢ : * Reduce listening effort in
by Starkey — the hearing aids  noisy enviranments*
* Improve listening to music and TV
* Halp phone calls sound bettar
easy and enjoyable again. » Not whistlo or buzz Nk
= Fit comfortably, designed for your ears

designed to make listening

Sound from when connected to streams
your TV... the transmitter... stereo SDL.IFId
= 7 directly to your
- . hearing aids.

A Atlantic Hearing has been in business for 40 years.

We strive to offer you the best hearing instruments available plus an
exceptional patient experience. We know how important your hearing 19.
Please call us today to begin your life of better hearing.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

954-563-4226




By Eric Berkowitz

In an effort to reduce the effects of flooding, Conr_gress created the MNo-

tional Fload Insurance Program [NFIP) in 1948, For the first fime in
14 years, the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] is

reparing a comprehensive review of Flood Insurance Rate Maop
rFtRM] Hlood zones throughout Broward County. To enable consistent
comparisons of land and water elevations across the nation, the
agency is using o more accurate mathemalical constant, or "verfical
datum” to calculate floodplain statistics. Federally regulated mortgage
lenders require homeowners who live in high risk FEE‘lArdesignuTEd
floed areas to carry expensive flood insurance, which is ErruTicu”y
provided by the {EJEFU government's Naticnal Flood Insurance Pro-
gram. Depending on the zone that FEMA assigns to an association
property, its members will see their insurance rates either skyrocket or
remain relatively level.

As indicated on previous local Flood Zone maops which used to be
available on the Cilrxf of Fort lauderdale website], some association
beaches are in the flood zone while the struciure is not. For other as-
sociations, the structure cohabits two zones, the financially preferable
¥ zone and the V zone - which warrants a significant insurance cost.
FEMA had long ciaromised ta convene o series of local public hearings
ta explain their drafting porameters and solicit resident inpul. After re-
peatedly Foslﬁoning these meetings, the huge Federal bureaucracy fi-
nally natitied Broward County that three public hearings were
planned for County residents.

The open public meetings were scheduled for November 14, 15 and
16 at south, central nn:? north Broward locations. South County resi-
dents were accommodated on November 14th ot the South Regional
Library, Central Broward property owners attended a November 15th
meeting at the Volunteer FE]FL‘. Community Center and the meeting for
MNarth grc}wurd residenis, which includes those living along the Galt
Mile, was scheduled for November 16th from 4 PM to 8 PM at the
Herb Skolnick Center ot 800 SW 36th Avenue in Pompane Beach.
Not surprisingly, FEMA misrepresented the purpose of these meetings.

At the Pompano venue, a large contigent of concerned Edgewater
Arms residents led by association president, Gary Tripoli, demanded
an explanation for their home being remopped into the high-risk
zone. After tolerating rudimentary babble about new mappin% tech-
nologies, they were directed to o table labeled "Science and Engi-
neering,” where FEMA engineers confirmed that they weren't
authorized to accept input or vouch for the new flood maps’ accu-
racy. Instead, they mechanically repeated that their new assumpfions
were based on data that was statistically more reliable [scientific spin
for the absence of any onsite verification]. The meetings were never
meant fo collect input. FEMA hoped to lend scientific credibility to

FEMA
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what is essentially an improved level of guess work.

Flood hazard areas on the Flood Insuronce Rate Maop FIRMF) are each
identified as a "Special Flood Hozard Area” |[SFHA). The SFHA is de-
fined as the area that will be inundated by o Hood event hu:win? a l-per-
cent chance of being equoled or exceeded in any given year. The
1-percent annual chance floed is also referred to as the “base flood” or
“100year fllood”. SFHAs are labeled =5 Zone A, Zone AD, Zone AH,
Zones A1-A30, Zone AE, Zone A9, Zone AR, Zone AR/AE, Zone
ARSAD, Zone AR/AN-A30, Zone ARSA, Zone V, Zone VE, and Zones
V1-V30. Although the properties within all of these zones are subject to
NFIP's floodplain management regulatory enforcement and mandatory
Hood insurance purchase requirements, zones with an "A" prefix are in-
land high-risk zones while zanes with the “V* desi%nution represent
coostal areas burdened by addifional hazards such as storm-induced
waves,

Moderate flood hazard areas, labeled Zone B or Zone X [shudadf_l are
also shown on the FIRM, and are the areas between the limits of the base
flood and the area inundated by o flood event having a 0.2-percent
chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. The 0.2-percent
annual chance Hood is also referred to as the "500-year flood”. The
areas of minimal flood hazard, which are the areas oulside the SFHA
and higher than the elevation of the 0.2-percentannualchance flood, are
lobeled Zone C or Zone X.

FEMA released some preliminary estimates for changes to the Flood
Zone Maps in Fort Llauderdale and Broward County. Initial Broward
County findings indicate that 53 percent, or roughly 265,781 of parcels
in the county, were removed from the flood zones requiring insurance;
14 percent, or ancther 77,945 parcels, remain out of rhe?loud zone; 25
percent, or about 121,989 parcels, remain in the flood zone; and & per-
cent, or roughly 31,026, were added to the flood zone. According to
preliminary Fort Lauderdale estimates, 8,612 parcels in the City will be
added to the flood zone and 10,215 parcels will be removed.

After the series of bogus public meefings, during a 90-day appeal process
starng in December, local governments, pro p e ry owners and tenants will
have an op;l}oﬂunir,r to submit scientific or technical challenges to the pro-

osed new flood elevations. Upon expiration of the 20-day appeal period
in March of 2012, FEMA will resclve any remaining challenges and issue
a Letter of Final Determination [LFD) by June of 2012. Once they receive
the Letter of Final Determination, Bro w ardCounty, the City of Fort Laud-
e rdale and each of Browand’s 30 other municipalities will have six months
to udopt anew or updclrecl Hnodpluin management ordinance based on
the revised flood maps.

(ontinued on page &
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When the updated flood maps are uﬁ'icic”}r adopted by December of 2012, they will be used to determine flood insurance purchase require-
ments, set flood insurance rates and establish minimum finished Aoor elevations for new construction or
substantial improvements to existing structures.

Adopting the new flood maps will entitle Broward County and its 31 municipalities o FEMA emergency assistance and its residents to federally
back flood insurance coverage. However, lawmakers bankrupted the program four times last year,

creating havoc for potential home buyers whose lenders require flood insurance, Until Congress provided another 11th hour reprieve, NFIP
funding was last set to expire Hovemtver 18, 2011. Associations and their members who are forced to depend on the FEMA dsn-nd insurance
program could find themselves engaged in a quarterly crap shoat.

The remapping project was initiated to more accurately define the boundaries of flood hazard areas, which are determined by comparing flood
elevations with digital elevation data. To ensure that all the elevations used are based on a commeon reference system, a FIRM must reference a
single vertical datum. A vertical datum is a set of constants that defines a system for comparing elevations. If someone were to measure the
height of the ground you are standing on, they would need a point of reference, or a zero 10%] point, to measure from. A vertical datum estab-
lishes a consistent zero point so elevations can be compared with one anather even if the elevation measurements are taken by different people
at different times or in

different parts of the state.

For many years, the zero point used throughout the United States was based on “mean sea level” at 26 separate fidal stations in the US and
Canada. This datum was referred to as the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 ([NGVD 29). The main assumption used to create NGVD
29 — that water level is equal all along the coast and thus represents the same zero-point — later proved to be erroneous and was shown to cre-
ate errors in the elevation data obtained using this datum. Using the outdated vertical datum, two different points measured ot 0.0' NGVD 29
can have different actual elevations. That's right - all the previous Hood insurance payments billed to the owners of mortgaged Froparﬁes were
based on vapor. Since Broward County first applied the ﬂugus NGVD 29 standard on October 4, 1997, insurance carriers bilked county prop-
erty owners for untold $billions by using statistical smoke and mirrors.

On January 24, 2010, FEMA sent a memorandum to Broward County announcing that the new Flood Insurance Rate Maps scheduled for re-
lease in 2011 would be referenced to the North American Vertical Datum of 198 ANA"H’D 88). Since it more accurately measures vertical ele-
vation differences, FEMA plans to make the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 [NAVD 88) the official U.S. vertical datum. The letter
further explained that NAVD 88 will be used to update existing FIRMs, which will result in an average difference of minus 1.51 feet (-1.51 f.)
between elevations shown on the new [2012) FIRM as opposed to the old [1997) FIRM. In a nutshell, this entire effort is an exercise in convert-
ing the old 1997 maps based on the 1929 data [NGVD 29) to the new maps based on the 1988 data (NAVD 88). For instance, if o buildinﬁ‘s
finished floor elevation is shown on an existing elevation certificate as 10.0° NGVD 29, subiracting the 1.51 average conversion factor roughly
yields the new NAVD 88 elevation of 8.49" (10.0' [under NGVD 29] - 1.51 = 8.49" [under NAVD 88]).

In Flerida’s windstorm insurance market, Citizens' subsidized rate structure forces commercial windstorm carriers to restrain their own rates. For
commercial flood carriers to remain viable, they must similarly tailor their insurance products to compete with NFIP coverage options. Since
many associations purchase their flood coverage from commercial insurers, they indirectly depend an NFIP to maintain this competifive pressure
on their commercial counterparts. In addition to moderating rates, it prompts commercial insurers to provide coverage options that mirror those
offered by NFIP. Associations suddenly faced with negotiating high-risk flood coverage with their commercial insurers should familiarize them-
selves with the NFIP products and exemptions that their commercial coverage options are based on.

On the FEMA website, a resource record detail about NFIP Condominium Coverage reviews the eligibility requirements for an association’s
flood insurance options. For associations in a high-risk flood zone, NFIP offers a Residential Condominium Building Association Policy (RCBAP),
which insures dll units in @ condeminium building under a single policy that requires only one deductible, creating a cost savings to unit owners.
Since bui|ding coverage is rovided on a rﬂph:lcernen# cost basis, to minimize uninsured losses, a co-insurance clause requires the condominium
association to insure its I:auifzting to at least 80 percent of the replacement cost value. While the policy makes available contents coverage for
CG?‘II’!’I&H are-lus and individual units, most associations hold their unit owners responsible for protecting their personal possessions via an individ-
val HO-6 policy.

FEMA exhorts unit owners fo closely scrutinize association insurance decisions. Specifically, FEMA states “If for any reason a condominium as-
sociation elects to discontinue ifs RgBﬁF’, individual unit owners may be responsible for covering flood damage. That is why having flood insur-
ance and proper coverage is important for all residents living in condominium buildings, including high-rise condominiums. It doesn’t matter if
ou live on the first, third, or tenth feeor, every unit owner has an undivided interest in?hﬂ common elements of the |::|ui|1:|'|ng and can be assessed
or unpaid dumuges to common areas even if their own unit remains undamaged. Also, condeminium bé-hws require all unit owners to be as-
sessecr for uninsured domages to comman areas of a building if damaged by?laod." Ironically, the 2010 missive wos inserted into the FEMA [i-
brary when the Park SouthSix Condominium in Lauderhill was barbecued soon after Board President Consywelia Howard cancelled their
i'nasler insﬁrance policy to save a buck, despite having collected the assessed premiums. Mot exactly Consywelia’s finest hour. The unit owners
ost everything.

For associations located outside designated floadplains, the National Floed Insurance Program’s Preferred Risk Palicy (PRP) offers lowercost pro-
tection for homes and apartments in areas of low to moderate flood risk. These areas are designated as B, C or X zones on a Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM). Association properties newly mapped into a high-risk zone (e.g., labeled with A, AE, AO, AH or V, or VE on the flood maps)
may temporarily preserve their prior low-risk PRP rate structure by applying for a two-year PRP rate extension and/or seek permanent relief by
demonstrating eligibility for the NFIP Grandfather Rules.

Since the impending changes to floodplains and floed risks will drive changes in flood insurance requirements, FEMA provides eligible property

owners with an opportunity to access grandfathered NFIP flood insurance rates, sinificantly lowering premiums for properties remapped into

high-risk zones. Property owners and associations may be allowed to maintain the rate associated with the prior map's flood zone if: 1) The

flood insurance policy was bought before @ new map became effective; or 2) The building was built to r::.En ri; to shuliigufds of the earlier map.
onfinued on poge
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On November 10th in the late afterncon, Regency South Manager
Michael Gonzalez fired off an email to GMCqA President Fio
leraci. One of several association managers that serve on the
neighborhood association’s Advisory Board, Gonzales informed
leraci about an article brought to his attention by a Regency South
unit owner. Entitled “Fort Lauderdale seeks end fo downtown pan-
handling,” the article by the Sun-Sentinel’s Larry Barszewski
scopes City plans to immunize Fort Lauderdale’s business district to
a cottage industry built on “spare change”. Gonzales wanted to
know it the City effort could somehow stretch to address panhan-
dling along the Galt Mile.

Following their initial encounter with our local bench dwellers,
often outraged new residents that contact the neighborhood asso-
ciation are surprised to learn that the homeless people they just
met aren’t simply swept up and disposed of by the police. Al
though the bEﬂE{IEE they accupy were paid for from a funding as-
sessment for the Galt Mile Improvement Project, they are city
property located on @ municipal rightofway. Unless homeless
squatters break the law, they are legally entitled to remain undis-
turbed. Whether or not you agree with their decisions, our courts
have historically viewed passive panhandling as constitutionally
protected free speech.

On July 20, 1993, the City of Fort Lauderdale passed Resclution
93-143, in which Beach Rule 7.5(c) J::mhihits panhandling, beg-
ging and scliciting on the beach and beach sidewalks [the area
within 150 feet of Atlantic Boulevard or Secbreeze Boulevard).
Since Fort Lauderdale was the only city in the country that forbade
the homeless from begging in o nonthreatening manner in a public
f;r:c&, the ACLU jumped in with both feet (Smith v. City of Fort

uderdale). Confident of a high-profile, precedent-setting victory,
ACLU co-attorneys Bruce Rogow and Beverly Pohl slugged their
way through the courts. In June of 1999, they argue %c‘r *Side-
wuﬁcs are ?he quintessential public place” be‘fme the 11th U.5. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, the highest federal court for Florida,
Georgio and Alabama. They lost - big time. On October 29,
1999, the United States Supreme Court refused to hear their ap-
peal. Game, set and match.

Until then, the only anti-panhandling laws that survived constity-
tional challenges prohibited aggressive panhandling, or scliciting
people at bank machines, in line at public transportation or at out-
door restaurants. ACLU atterney Beverly Pohl noted that they were
all upheld because they were “narrowly tailored.” The Fort Laud-
erdale ban spanned a five-mile beach. Beach Rule 7.5 states its in-
tention to "eliminate nuisance activity on the beach and provide
patrons with a pleasant environment in which to recreate.” It was-
n't drafted to target the homeless. According to former Assistant
City Manager Bud Bentley, “It was meant to crack down on rowdy
Spring Break kids.”

RIGHT TO GIVE
RIGHT TO LIVE

Spare Chané;]e dSé)urs Neighborhoods -
n

osts Lives

The courts upheld the limited no-panhandling zone because the City
successfully demonstrated that it served a |c:|rger civic Dbi&ctive. Since
the public Leach area is one of Fort Lauderdale’s main fiscal engines,
City attorneys offered credible evidence that soliciting and panhandling
threatened t];e municipality’s economic viability. City officials are
grspuring to duplicate a similar no-panhandling zone in the downtown
usiness area. The ordinance discussed in the newspaper article lays
the groundwaork for denying this second, 5p&ciﬁca||~,r defined naighbor-
huo% fo pnnhand|er5.

The pro osed ordinance follows a lead piDnErered by other Florida mu-
nicipalities. After initially cordoning off its business district to panhan-
dlers in 2008, Miami widened the zone last year to include the Arsht
Center for the Performing Arts and the American Airlines Arena. St. Pe-
tersburg, Orlando and Clearwater have also passed successful no-pan-
handling ordinances that farget certain areas or naigfhbarhoods. Other
jurisdictions that flirted with broad, non-specific local no-panhandling
|l_‘:|w5 failed miserub|y.

In April of 2010, West Palm Beach officials explored passing a law
banning all panhandling along county roads and medians. gounfy at-
torneys maintained that any ban would have to cutlaw all fundraisin
from county medians to survive legal challenges. Since the ban would
have also hampered youth sports feams coller:!in? money from county
medians and the firegghters annual Labor Day “fillthe-boot” campaign
tor the Muscular Dg'st;ophy telethon, bzf July the Palm Beach Counzr
commission agree instead to outlaw "a gressive” punhﬂnd[ing. )-
Ihﬂugh the new law constrained peup|e rom |::|ﬂ-c|iting the How of traffic
or badgering people who refused to cough up their spare change, it
didn't preclude all panhandlers, vendors and fundraising groups from
county medians.

Palm Beach Sheriff Ric Bradshaw warned that crowded jails, limited
budgets and revolving door prosecutions would make arresting all pan-
hunglars a waste of public sufeg resources already thinned by the eco-
nomic downturn. Bradshaw said “Most offenders arrested for Ihisgy e
of misdemeanor spend a day or less in jail, at a public cost of 1 g
per person,” not exactly the "homeless” cure expected by the County
Commission. Since a network of state, county and city roads crisscross
the area; the compromise measure that prohibited "aggressive” pan-
handling enly on county roads made enforcement a bad joke.

Having demonstrated that arresting panhandlers caught cbslrucﬁnﬁ traf-
fic cost county taxpayers $30,000 a year, Bradshaw observed “That's
a bunch of money for something that is not solving the problem.” Brad-
shaw recnmmen?ed a combination of stepped up enfarcement for ag-
gressive pﬂnhundhng, ;Ede:ignin medians to dismuruge
congregation by panhandlers and/or fundraisers and a public relations
campaign exhorting people to spend their money on more productive
homeless venues.

Confinued on poge 9
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FEDERAL

HOUSING

BUREAUCRATS CRUNCH
CONDOS ....

Our Federal Housing agencies are experiencing their annual break
with reality. Every year, the FHA, HUD or congressional stepchildren
Fannie Mae and/or Freddie Mac pass seemingly wellintentioned rules
that wreak havoc on the housing market. It's no accident that their fa-
vorite fiscal pifiatas are condominiums, preferably in South Flerida.

The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) has recently revised eligibil-
ity standards for Associations wherein buyers and sellers rely heavily
on FHA-insured financing. According to Agency spokesperson Lemar
Wooley, of roughly 25,000 associations that faced eligibility expira-
tion from last December through September 2011, only 2100 were re-
certified - about 8.4%. Potential buyers for units in rejected associations
must often pony up the 20% to 30% down payment ordinarily required
fora convenﬁonuﬂmn instead of the current FHA minimum of 3.5%.
The FHA insures roughly 40% of all conde loans in some major mar-
kets, especially for firstime and middle-income buyers.

Many associations were first alerted to the litfle-publicized revisions
when unit owners complained that bona fide buyers were repeatedly
disallowed FHA mortgage financing. The FHA thought it unnecessary
to inform condos, coops and homeowner associations about the rule
changes. Prompted by unit owners seeking to sell or refinance, when
associations applied to reinstate their lapsed eligibility, the vast major-
ity were rejected. Thousands of complaints are pouring in to the FHA
from all parts of the country. While ’rﬁe revisions impact ossociations
nationwide, they are porticularly devastating to the slowly recovering
South Florida market.

Contending that the new rules "have been prudently designed to avert
losses from delinquencies and foreclosures,” the revised FHA regula-
tions tightened required standards for association budgets, levels of in-
surance and reserve funds. However, hundreds of associations that
ostensibly meet the new standards are being systematically rejected.
Evidently, anal psychotic bureaucrats are rejecting fiscally compliant
associations for “technical violations,” As recently reported in the St.
Petersburg Times, an association was declared ineligible because the
bank account that housed the association’s fully funded reserves didn't
carry the words “Reserve Fund”.

The 30,000 member Community Associations Institute (CAl|, a nation-
dlly recognized condo industry advocate, has joined with tens of thou-
sands of buyers, sellers, associations and realtors in objecting to the
new rules and how they are being implemented. CAl Government Af-
fairs Director Andrew Fortin insisted that the agency once again failed
to consult with Industry leaders before covertly adjudicating the new
standards. Focusing on the single most dogmatic issue, he questions
why the agency is requiring volunteer board members to place them-
selves in personal legal jeopardy to elicit FHA approval for their associ-
ation,

Describing a case that drew CAl involvement, Fortin explained that no
more than 15 percent of an association’s unit owners can be 30 days
or more delingquent on their association dues to sustain eligibility, De-
spite the fact that this standard is @ moving target prone to monthly
variation, the association’s board members must personally certify com-
pliance to achieve eligibilig. Board members must also sign statements
confirming that the condo documents comply with all local statutes.
Buried in 5?hae haystack of personal guarantees is an enigmatic require-
ment for board members to certify ﬁwi they have no knowledge of situ-

ations that could cause any unit owner to become delinquent at some
later date (includes disputes between unit owners, dissatisfaction with
the association, etc.).

Penalties for mandatory certifications that are later deemed ‘incorrect”
include $1 million in fines and 30 years imprisonment. What board
member this side of Bellevue will risk life in prison for tailing to accu-
rately predict future unit owner delinquencies? Since the FHA is a Fed-
eral nuthouse, call Congressmnn Allen West at (954) 2026211,
Senator Bill Nelson at [954) 693-4851 and/or Senator Marco Rubio
at (305) 418-8553. For more information, check "Martgage Matters”
on the CAl website [www.caionline.org).

While the FHA fumbles through another policy blunder that could ren-
der unmarketable 2% of the nation’s condo units, HUD has decided to
insert itself into the growing controversy over the process used by "no-
pet” associations to ascertain it accommodated pets qualify as service
animals, assistance animals, companion animals, emaotional support
animals, efc.

Two laws govern the fate of animals in no-pet associations. Title Il of
the Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA) requires a public accommo-
dation to modify policies, practices, or procedures to permit the use of
a service animal by an individual with a disability. Since ADA prope-
nents have the Department of Justice on speed dial the DOJ recentl
clarified its definition of a service animal as "any dog that is indiviﬂ:ru-
ally trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an individual
with a disability, including a physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual,
or other mental disability. Other species of animals, whether wild or
domestic, trained or untrained, are not service animals for the purposes
of this definition,..” As such, only dogs that are trained to perform as-
sistive tasks conform lo the ADA definition of o service animal.

The Federal Fair Housing Amendments Act FHAA) mandates that hous-
ing providers ‘inc}uding community associations) cannot discriminate in
the sale, rental or terms of housing due to a handicap of the prospec-
tive bu'_.rer or tenant. An}r refusal to make a “reasonable accommoda-
tion" in rules, policies and practices or services which are “necessary
to afford a person with disabilities an equal oppertunity to use and
enjoy the dwelling” constitutes discrimination.

Although the DOJ definition clears up some of the legal vagaries that
have confounded association pet prohibitions, the Fair Housing Act vir-
tually feeds on them. Doctors have identified companion animals as
therapeutic freatment complements for depression, anxiety, arthritis and
heart conditions. Since the Fair Housing Law provides a wide berth to
physicians, some of the less credible diagnestic justifications include
anaphylaxis |allergies), alcoholism and hair loss. If an accommodating
physician is willing to certify that a patient will physically or emotion-
ally benefit from any manner of companion animal, demestic or feral,
that “patient” is legally entitled to a “reasonable accommadation” for
his or her pet reficulated python.

Associations with pet limitations on the Galt Mile have been wrestling
with this contraversial dilemma. In Playa del Mar, where residents dis-
agree about whether the association documents permit in-residence
ogs under a certain size, owner factions for and against the pet re-
striction have been feuding over the rule in their condo docs for years.
Confinued on page 10
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Homedess.... Continued

Unlike the allout ban, homeless advocacy groups supported the Sher-
iff's proposed advertising campaign. Instead of handing money to
someone wearing g "W%l Work for Food” sign, Palm Beach County
Community Food Alliance Director Alex Stevens applauded the idea
of encouraging people to give money to legitimate organizations that
oddress both the effects and the root causes of homelessness.

In @ laid bock manner that would have done Andy of Mayberry
proud, Bradshaw explained that if people stop handing out money,
panhandlers will disappear soon enough. The Palm Beach Commis-
sion unanimously agreed with Bradshaw that public awareness is
their most important objective. "If you're not getting the money, you're
not going to Ea there — it's that simple,” opined Bradshaw.

While Palm Beach County was walering down its runhundling law to
avoid a consfituional train wreck, in March of 2010, the City of Oak-
land Park entertained a controversial plan to jail panhandlers and the

Good Samaritans who sustain them. IF caught giving money or an : ; ;

“article of value” to o beggar or even bu iﬁ 1‘?:::\#3?5 or a Eewspu};:er Outr F}my& H&’E To 4”‘2 dmytpnd ?Eyw{f E(M{,{f;{

on an Oakland Park street, violators would face o fine or up to 50 _ .

dﬂ}-‘s in iﬂ“. Framed as o traffic 5{1Fe|.’y measure, the erdinance would Comfort Keepers provides the SERVICES |

have prohibited “beggars, panhandlers or solicitors” from selling any kind of trusted, in-home care that * Companionship

item on a public street because it “distracts drivers from their primary helps people maintain full and * Cooking, Light

dulylr-::r watch traffic and potential hazards in Thel l_'.:?ud." Cuntgnding independent lives, right in the Housckeeping

that "as many as 10 people have been seen solicifing at one intersec- comidarrot thebsow by * Errands, Shopping

fion" and are often seen dangerously “wandering around the infersec- _ . * Incidental Transportation

tions,” Oakland Park officials proposed empowering a judge to Owned by Fr. Lauderdale narives, * Laundry

determine the monetary penalty for viclators. Dhavid and Cindy Mahoney. Call for | « Recreation, Crafis £
a free consultation. * Grooming, Dressing E

Modeled on a Gainesville ordinance, persons who gave money while Guidance

operating a motor vehicle would also E& in viclation of the new law 954-825-0155 * Medication Reminders |2

because a driver is prohibited from stopping on a public street to ex- Fr. Landerdale Area Eamfor * Alzheimer's & £

change money. By November of 2010, Ockland Park City officials Kogpere, | Dementia Care z

thought better of becoming the first neighborhood to “penalize char- Chver 840 inhoperdanty st and opermed céficas weridwide o #

ity” and reversed course, Aber dropping the planned deterrent, then WWW.COMFORTKEEPERS. COM

Vice Mayor (now Mayor) Suzanne Boisvenue said "It really tears at
my heart that we're doing things that hurt other people. We should be
spending this fime on finding housing, rehabilitating them so they can
find @ job and earn money. This makes the givers and the receivers
wrong, wrong to give, wrong fo receive. | was bmught up fo |'1E|p Th',r
neighbor. By the grace of God it could be you or it could be | in the
same situation — no job, no house.” Notwithstanding the politically
correct, hearttugging rhetoric, the measure wouldn’t have survived Anthentic Chinese Ciisi
Pee Wee Court. uthentic Chinese Cuisine .
e Tak . Terv
Municipalities that cite traffic obstruction as the foundation for o “no Hhacin e dake Out ¢ Delivers
panhandling” ordinance base their local laws on 5.316.2045,

Florida Statutes, which states “It is unlawful for any person or persons
willfully to obstruct the free, convenient, and normal use of any public 5 OFF
street, highway, or road by impeding, hindering, stifling, retarding, or

restraining traffic or passage thereon, by slandin;? or approaching Fov orders $20 or more {betore tix &
motor vehicles thereon, or i E"dﬂﬂgefing the sate movement of vehi- May not be combined with other offers.
cles or pedestrians traveling thereon; and any person or persons who Offer expires 12/31/2011

violate the provisions of this subsection, upon conviction, shall be

cited for a pedestrian violation, punishable os provided in chapter
318." Unless they were granted a permit, the statute also states that 1 0 OFF
persons who dodge vehicles “in order to solicit... are guilty of a mis-

demeancr of the second degree.” X P, "
€d For orders 345 or more {before ta

?'rl.'l:\' not be combined with other ¢

Unfcrlunurem the underly:ng statute is constitutional puppy chow. In Offer expires 12/31/2011

2003, an Orlande Federal Court ruled that the Florida statute was so
vague that it was unconstitutional, Across the State, the statute’s
clouded constitutionality has formed the basis for a legal two-step in
local courts. When Public Defenders saddled with panhandling clients
cite the 2003 case, prosecutors regularly withdraw the complaint or
settle for time 519.-r-.rec|J?l In short, they shun arguing the constitutionality
of a law that would eventually land before the siate Supreme Court,
where it would likely be eviscerated. In May, 2010, Palm Beach : : : ¥
Counly state attorney Michael McAuliffe announced that his office Open 7 days: Mon - Sat 11am-10pm
would no longer prosecute panhandlers under the “obstruction of pub- i
lic streets” statule, characterizing the state law as fatally Aawed,

954-785-0499

Sunday 2pm -10pm

(onfinued of page 11
Printed by The UPS Store: ‘?54-5&8-1‘?‘90'@ ]



Federol Housing.. Continued

In L'Hermitage |, residents are struggling to limit the growing impact
of the elephantine Federal loopholes. Since the poarir drafted Fed-
eral Laws are often arbitrarily applied, the conflict between pet own-
ers and their associations has become a hotbutton issue.

Unfortunately, the Fair Housing Law's lack of specilicity has invited
widespread abuse in petprohibited associations, enabling manipula-
tive unit owners fo extort accommodation for ordinary house pets.
While few people will dispute the need for a guide [seeing-eye] dog,
when some unit owner engineers an accommaodation for the tamily
Rottweiler or the Boa Censtrictor that Junior got for his birthday, the
news that ?uicklf/ spreads through the building generates resentment
for the thinly vei ecF fraud. The resulting negative peer pressure is
often the ﬂni}r tool available to association members who bcugh‘r their
homes with an expectation of living in a no-pet environment.

Te balance the right of unit ewners to enforce their home's no-pet sta-
tus and the right of those with a legitimate medical basis for an ac-
commodation, Associations with no-pet policies often create
reasonable rules that limit access for companion unimalsc[nnf service
animals), regulate animal noise and/or require proof of domestica-
tion. To defuse concerns about compromised hygiene, companion an-
imals are often precluded from pcorund recreational areas, the mail
room, the office and are restricted to dedicated elevators (usually the
service elevator), entrances and egresses. Associations hove also set
various standards for demonstrating medical necessity. Some require
two diagnoses from different physicians; others require the physician
to certify a specific animal in writing. Taking o page rom disability
insurance providers, some associations have requested ﬂngu'rng ther-
apeutic confirmation, asking the "patient” for an updoted diagnosis
every & months or annually,

In walks the De;F:ﬁrfmenf of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
arguably one of the planet’s most conflicted bureaucracies. A sprawl-
ing 20-story condominium with 776 occupied units called The
Philadelphian (2401 Pennsylvania Avenue in Philadelphia) faces dis-
crimination charges filed by HUD over its approval process for ac-
commodation or service animals. In their action against the
Philadelphian Owners Association (POA), HUD tossed out any dis-
tinction between the two Federal Laws, ignored legal precedents and
advocated allowing virtually any animal unrestricted access to all
parts of the association property.

In its complaint, HUD states, “Respondent POA's pet policies discrimi-
nate against persons with disabilities in need of an assistance animal
in many ways. For example, persons with disabilities who use an as-
sistance animal may not enter the following areas when accompa-
nied by their assistance animal: passenger elevators, lobby, lobby
sitting rooms, library, art room, social rooms, swimming pool areas,
fitness rooms, mailroom, commoen areas, management Dll%gg or laun-
dry room. In addition to its denials of valid reasonable accommoda-
tion requests, Respondent POA's pet policies seek private medical
information from a resident requesting an accommodation, to which
it is not entitled.”

HUD decided that the Association’s requests for medical verification
are illegal, despite the precedent set by Hawn v. Shoreline Towers
Phase | CAl, which determined that a board is entitled to request veri-
fication of a disability and the medical basis for an accommedation.
In characterizing all in-residence animals as “assistance animals”
which should be accorded the same access rights as unit owners,
HUD ignores the differences between service animals as defined by
the Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA) and emational support ani-
mals required as accommodations under the Fair Housing Act [FHA).
Since legitimate service animals are presumed to perform tasks that
compensate for disabilities, the animal is generally permitted unfet-
tered accompaniment of its owner. However, animals accommodated
to alleviate the effects of arthritis or baldness are hcrdiy critical to
"use and enjoy” the library or the lobby sitting room.

Iranically, HUD is an agency with a longstanding reputation for re-
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quiring endless layers of support documentation before approving
program eligibility for an individual or association applicant. Con-
versely, their action demands that an association apﬁrmra axemp-
fions to its pet prohibition based solely on the unverified claims of
owners, quests, visitors, efe. In fact, it is unclear whether or not HUD
favors allowing a trespasser to take his dog for a swim in the
association poal after casing the property.

The only HUD charge that wasn’t previously legally vacated is a
woman's claim that the asseciotion didn't address the reseniment
expressed by her neighbors “because of her assistance dog.” HUD
is prosecuting the association’s failure to prevent other residents
from disparaging what they believe are medically laughable accom-
modation demands. In its charges, HUD implies that the association
is responsible for the ottitudes of its residents and that the board
should have somehow forced them to respect one another.

Although the Philadelphian case is one in o recent series of HUD
cases Erough! to brin%&aﬁantion to the accommodation issue, its pri-
mary obiacﬁve is to olfset the media mugging HUD suffered for fum-
bling their management of Federal refinancing programs. They
seem less concerned with the |egc|| basis for t eirzﬁurges than their
value as a nationwide vehicle for shedding the agency’s image as
an insular, bloated and ineffective bureaucracy. Indusiry pundits
point to similar high profile cases playing out in Mebraska, Utah
and other jurisdictions across the country.

IF HUD is successful, no-pet rules will become whally unenforceable

once an association is precluded from requiring medical verifica-

tion. The real danger here has little to do with pets. If some heavily

muscled Federal bureaucracy can obliterate an association’s rules

and bylaws, they are interfering with the contractual rights of every

unit owner who purchased their home with the understanding that
ts wouldn't be allowed. HUD is empowered to enforce the Fair
ousing Act, not to rewrite it

The case will be heard by a United States Administrative Law Judge
who may award damages to aggrieved persons if discrimination is
established. The judge may also order injunctive relief to deter fur-
ther discrimination, as well as payment of attorney’s fees. In addi-
tion, the judge may impose fines "in order to vinz?i,cate the public
interest.” If any party to the charge alternatively elects to have the
case heard in federal district court, the judge may also bang the as
sociation for punitive damages.

Although association attorneys are closely following the legal events
surrounding this issue, there is no clear consensus Ebaut an appro-
priate association p-cn[icy. As such, each association board should
consult with their attorney about the need to draft procedures and
adopt policies for evaluating accommodation requests in compli-
ance with the two governing laws. Thus far, associations that have
been able to demonsirate reasonable accommodation procedures
and careful compliance will the ADA and Fair Housing laws have
survived baseless or mercenary court challenges. Association
boards with o history of treating such requests capriciously may
want to ask their altorney to E.-xrhin the possible consequences. If
not, they may soon find themselves sharing a sandbox with HUD. »
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Hameless.... Confinued

However, there is a legal roadmap for implementing enforceable
no-panhandling laws. In a 1995 51. Petersburg panhandling case
(Ledford v. State), the Second District Court of Appeal weighed the
right to beg [a form of speech) with the right to be free from being
hassled. The Court of Appeals found “In subjecting the ordinance to
strict scrutiny, we hold that section 2079 of the City of St. Peters-
burg Code is uncenstitutionally overbroad and infringes on Led-
ford's free speech rights in @ manner more intrusive rﬁun i5
necessary. We embrace the holding in CCB that the aim of protect-
ing citizens from annoyance is not a ‘compelling’ reason fo restrict
speech in o Imdiliunalry public forum.”

The Court of Appeals made reference to o Jacksonville case [C.C.B.
v. State) that also held a city ordinance as unconstitutional because
it was too restrictive. The Court in Jacksonville stated, "The City of
Jacksonville is not entitled to absolutely prohibit a beggar's exercise
of his freedom of speech, but the city may regulate that right subject
to strict guidelines and definite standards closely related to permissi-
ble municipal interests, such as could be imposed by a narrowly
drawn permit systarn."'

As such, for a local panhandling ordinance to circumvent First
Amendment pittalls, it must be carefully tailored and demonstrate a
compelling governmental interest. Fort lauderdale is looking at
some of the more successful municipal models for its new law. In
Clearwater, beggars whe receive donations for playing a musical
instrument or holding up a sign are tolerated in no-panhandling
zones. However, if punhondﬁers verbally request spare change,
they're off to the clink. To deter a thickening gauntlet of aggressive
street denizens in their business district, in %(?DO. Orlando imprinted
downtown sidewalks with 35 box-shaped 3 ft. by 15 k. blue out-
lines from which panhandlers could dun passers-by for contribu-
fions. On September 17, 2007, Crlando beefed up the prohibition,
fﬂrbidding begging after dark.

Since the proposed law's survival depends on carefully limifing its
scope ancjj proving an overriding public benefil, Fort Lauderdale
City Attorney Harry Stewart described how the City plans to pre-
pare for its business district panhandling ordinance. He said that
the city first will conduct a study to determine if the problems war-
rant cedified resirictions. Stewart explained “We don't just adopt an
ordinance that someone else has adopted. It needs to be tailored
carehully so we don't infringe on someone’s First Amendment
rights.” Fort Lauderdale performed a similar study prior to creating
the beach prohibition.

When leraci received Gonzales’ inquiry, he forwarded it to City
Commissioner Bruce Roberls, whose experience with homeless pan-
handlers dates back to his tenure as the City's Chief of Police. As
top cop, Roberts fashioned the policy wherein police wark with
homeless advocates to provide long-term cutreach services to home-
less persons living on the street. Exclaiming that he shares “every-
one's frustration with the existing situation,” Roberts told leraci that
the proposed ordinance would create o "prohibited panhandling
zone in the Downtown only.” He also promised lo address this fur-
ther at the upcoming November Advisory Board meeting. To help fill
in the blanks, he would bring Fort Louderdale Police District |
Major Raul Diaz.

On November 17, Roberts attended the GMCA Advisory Board
meeling accompanied by Major Diaz. Although Diaz had been
placed in charge of Police District 1 Aencc:mpc:lssing the Galt Mile
community) last year, he was granted a temporary leave of ab-
sence, Until Major Diaz could return, Captain Michael Gregory ful-
filled his responsibilities, serving as our Police District's “Acting
Major.” However, Diaz was well known to Advisory Board mem-
bers long before his prometion to Major, assignment to District |
and survival of three tours in Iraq. That's where our District Com-
mander spent his leave of absence, Diaz recenrhr returned from the
war zone, where he served as a highly decorated Captain in the
United State Air Force.

Continued on poge 12
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* The highest quality care in the comfart of your home from
a highly experienced team of screened and insured categivers
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* Recommended by physicians, care managers, attomeys,
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Contact us today. See why we are your trusted and reliable
chaoice for private home health care.
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Homeless...Confinued

After joining the Fort Lauderdale Police Department [FLPD) in November of 1989,
Diaz served in the Patral Division as a Patrol Officer, Patrol Supervisor and Shift
Captain. He also served in the Special Investigafions Division and Operation Sup-
port Division as the Division Commander and Executive Officer to the Chief of Op-
erafions. When former District 1 Police Commanders Mary Negrey (refired as an
Assistant Chief] and Russell Hanstein [currently an Assistant Chie
Advisory Board, before answering questions about neighborhaoo
would tell the membershiF that they had to first consult with Diaz. His statistical ex-
iarity with crime trends was unique in the Department.

pertise and intimate fami

He also served as a SWAT Team member, Explosive Detection K- handler and
Bomb Squad Commander. Not surprisingly, Diaz has received 20 departmental
commendations, 34 public commendations and was twice named Officer of the
Month. He earned a Bachelor's Degree in Professional Studies from Barry Univer-
?ir: Administration from Lynn University. Diaz

sity and a Master of Science in Pub
enjoys a record that would make Alvin York jealous.

At the Advisory Board meeting, GMCA President leraci asked Diaz what the po-
EgMiEe less aftractive to its growing homeless commu-
nity. The Major confirmed that unless police officers personally witness an act of
solicitation, they can only encourage squalters to parficipate in
lished to provide food, housing and medical care. Since severa
members - such as Mary Short of the Galt Ocean Club - are integrally involved
with local Homeless programs, the board has |ong been aware that participation
in these programs is extremely limited and often erratic. After all, why wait on line
for a bowl of soup and a peanut butter sandwich when riding a bench buys three

lice could do to make the Galt

squares a day?

leraci told Diaz that when residents indignantly complain about the neighbor-
hood's homeless people, he informs them that it's our own fault. As long as Galf
Mile residents continue providing beggars with money, they will stay put. Qur Dis-
ELI on the seedier flip side of their existence.
When would-be Samaritans give some change to Walter, Shirley or other rela-
tively civil bench people, they smile politely and humbly express gratitude. They
i,e c? hematomas sustained from repeated beat-
ings and muggings. The homeless make tempting assault prey for thieves, robbers
and other homeless persons. When a Galt Towers woman lost her bag to muggers

trict 1 Police Major then shed some lig

are less likely to reveal the scars an

addressed the

rograms estab-
Advisory Board
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in the Winn-Dixie parking lot last year, the police caught and locked up the of
fender later that day. When the homeless get jumped, beaten and robged, the
perpefrators know that the assault won't be reported to the police. These unan-
swered crimes are an unavoidable consequence of street panhandling.

Maijor Diaz stressed the importance of educating local residents about the larger
impact of feeding money to squatters. Whether local residents give money to as
suage some neurotic sense of personal guiH, to share their goo
ers or s.ir'ﬂnplly1t because they feel infimidated, they are enabling an extremely

5 i

dangerous lifestyle. When any of the neighborhood’s current group of homeless lorraine Alfano
people no longer occupy their Galt Mile %enches, it is equally probable that they Charles Baldwin
either found a more remunerative location or failed to survive tﬁair last beuring. Richard Bazerghi
Virtually every homeless advocate, program or charity concedes this deadly Eileen Bendis
prospect in its mission statement. The Major urged “Instead of enabling someone Diane Bergheim
to remain a squatter by handing them money, give it o any number o legitimate Ron Bibace
charities or governmental programs that actually address ’rﬁe scourge of homeless- Franci B d"-‘”_

ness.”

Diaz spoke to another adverse consequence of freely dishing out spare change.
“It's no coincidence when a significant number of homeless people suddenly enter
a neighborhood. In addition to showing panhandlers that they chose the right
Eluce to set up shop, the regular flow of money serves as a red fl::J';g1 to other
omeless persons 5eeking a more lucrative environment, .-ﬁ.|ong wi
the homeless community come those that prey on them.” Diaz intimated that these
people are not very discriminating. Drug addicts, muggers and other street punks Warren Hurley
that seek out and victimize homeless people threaten every neighborhood resi-
dent. Diaz warned “If a homeless victim isn’t conveniently available for an easy
rip-off, anyone who oppears vulnerable will suffice.” By inadvertently attractin
this predatory slime and enabling an extremely hazardous lifestyle, those residents
who innacanﬂy ar |::r|ind|~l,r hand out maoney are also p|c:|c'|ng their own friends and

family at risk.
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fortune with oth- Jim Abruzzino

Doug Dawson
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Confinued on page 16
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FEMA.. Continped

The simplest way to grandfather a prior low-risk zone rate is to purchase a
flood insurance policy before the new map takes effect and maintain cov-
erage without a lapse. If a structure was built in compliance with the less .

i
exigent requirements in place at the time of construction, the zone and -
E:H:lsi flood elevation :BFI:_IE:I that were in effect C:IT. that time Cl]r‘lr fh;e usedbfnr * AUTO ACCIDENTS “
uture rating purposes. However, associations hoping to quality must be
i:.rapcr&d hg submit proof that the structure was builrgiin compliance with the e WRONGFUL DEATH '
lood map that was in effect at the time of construction, FEMA recommends e SLIP & FALL = L el
that affected property owners or associations ask their insurance agents i =
about the documentation they would need to be grandfathered to the old * WORKERS COMP =
rates, .

While the grandfather aption may provide relief to associalions that are * MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
suddenly mapped into o high-risk zone, disaster pundits have blamed * NURSING HOME NEGLECT

NFIP’s shaky financial underpinnings on the agency’s lax collection poli-
cies. If fuliﬂcal pressure forces the program to insure that properties in

high-risk zones carry their weight, Congress could make these relief op- c 0 S U 0
tions disappear overnight. Should congressional leaders opt fo implement FREE N LTATI N
this regulatory rnug';ic trick instead of providing associations with a reliable

fongvterrn source of relief, the Grandfather CI'pTicm will be reduced to a bu-
reaucratic exercise in creative writing. The boilerplate fine print in commer- - -
ciu||;:i-nlicies that addresses compliance with regiu ulor)i changes will also

enable commercial carriers to conveniently back out of any longterm gran-

fathering committments. WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

The only permanent protection will auger from insuring that our associa-

tions are assigned to low-risk zones. IF not, Galt Mile asseciations and unit c HAR LES c 0 H EN
oWNErs wouidg confront an annual risk for $hundreds of thousands in addi-

ticnal Hood i iums, Si B dC d the City of

Fort Laudeedale ﬁEEF&'.i’Z‘EL"S. .h'e”‘;iw’%“dé.‘;i, oo ol s 1o oo ATTORNEY AT LAW

on County Commissioner Chip LaMarca and City Commissioner Bruce

l}..aberm fgl weigl} ;n if FEll'\tA’sldeAVD B8 Vﬁrlic?:FDi:ﬂum mdrﬁles ﬁs ;ifh 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

this prospective financial burden - especially alter learning that the expen- =

sive Fflfcodpeinrl.umrluce premiums paid Ey n:ills:r:mns of pro rﬁr CWners forp SE HABLA ESPANOL * NOU PALE KREYOL

decades were o mandated gift to insurance industry shareholders. »
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DECEMBER 3 - JANUARY 2: Holiday Fantosy of Lights, Trodewinds Park, 9:30 a.m, ta 5 pm., Info.; www.flomingogardens. org,/events,ftm
DECEMBER 3 - 31: Garden of Lights, Flomingo Gardens, & to 10 p.m., Info. www. holidaylightsdrivethru. com

DECEMBER 11: Toys In The Sun Run, Markhom Park, Moforcycle Parade,/Event Info.: www.toysinthesuanin.com

DECEMBER 11; Buckler's 215t Annual Craft Foir, Amesicrodt Expo Center - South Flondo Foirgrounds, Info.: 386-860-0097

DECEMBER 15; Alice Coopes, Hard Rock Live, Tix,; www.ficketmosher.com

DECEMBER 15: G.M.CA. Advisory Board Meeting, Nick's Hobion Restourant, 17 aum,

DECEMBER 17: Miracle on 34th Street, Brownoed Center for the Performing Ars, Tic - 954-462:0222

DECEMBER 27 - IANLIARY 1: Cirque Dreoms Holidaze, Broward Center for the Pedforming As, Tix_: 954-462-0222
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU
1 5 E~nuh]pmnrs Nosth LETergE

00 Galt Ocean Or)
7 p.m.
S5/ pesson for 3 boards

Art Walk Los Ofes
Los Qlas Blvd
(from Museum of Art to SE 14th fve)
5109 pm.
[nfo.; 954-258-8382

FRI

Jozz on the Square
The Villoge Grilla
L& ALA

7 pm.

16

Commmencial B

Thee Hutcrackes
Porker Ployhouse
Tise.: v parkerployhouse.com

17

SAT

-
Riverwalk Urban Market
227 SW 2rd Ave.
Gom. o1 pm,
Info.: 954-298-5607

Farces of Nahire Weekend
Museumn of Discovery & Science
12 ta 4 p.m.

It wwremiods. org

BINGD

Southpaint’s Morth Loange
{3400 Galt Oceon Dr), 7 pm.
55/person for 3 boards

22

First Dy of Wimter

Inzz on the Square
The Villoge Grile
Commercial Bvd, & ALA

7 p.m,
Info.; 9547765092

23

Riveswalk Urbon Market
227 SW 2nd hwe.
Bom. ol pm

Infa.; 954-298-5607

24

BINGD

29 Southpaint’s Narth Lounge
(3400 Galt Oeean D), 7 p.m.

S5,/ person far 3 boods

Jnzz on the Square

Tha Villoge Grills
Commrcial Bhvd. & ATA
7 pm.

30

Internationol Gem ond Jewelry Show
(Through 1,/1)

Riverwolk iban Morket
217 5W Ind Mve.
fom ol pm.

Info.- 954-298-5607

31

Smokey Robinson Wor Memoenl Auditorum New Yeor's Eve Downtown Celebention
Hord Rock Live Info.: 301-294-1640 Downtown Ft Lauderdale
Jnzz on the Squose )
The Viloge Gille 7 e ot
Commegcial Blvd. & ATA Bam.to] pm.
7pam. Info.: 954-298-5607
BINGO i
Southpeint’s North Lovnge F1. Lowdesdote Bench Coliactor Cor Publi aik Mm%ﬁgﬁ?&;“" el
(3400 Gale Ocean Or) ucion E&“ Lis Ol B
1o War Memorial Auditorium 10am fo5pm
55/ person far 3 boards Info.; 561-561-533-7945 Info.: 9544?23;55
nd on Znd Thussdoys Block Party Jnzz on the Squoee Riverwolk Uibon Morkel
1 é 200 Block SW 7nd Streat 1 3 ; The Villoge Grile 1 4 ?g? W ?ﬂ{ﬂ A
5109 pm. ommescial Blvd & ATA X n.|1|_1$ p.m,
lofo: 9544661541 7o, il
BINGD
M{%ﬂsﬁnﬁﬂﬁ‘{m Luﬁqgu Fort me";ﬁgm & Kinife Shaw
7 pr.meun “ Wor Memorial mermm
$5 /person for 3 boards Info.; 954-828-5360
ADDITIONAL EVENTS

DECEMBER 30 - IANUARY 1: West Palm Beoch Anfiques Festivol, Americraft Expo Center - South Florida Fairgrounds, Info.: 941-697-7475
JANUARY 11: Busingss Educntion Semincr Series: Business Finoning, Holiday Park Social Center, 6 fo 8 p.m,, Info.; 954-828-4347

IKNUIARY 14 - 15: Bacn Fest, The Shops af Boco Center, 10 o.m. fo 5 pm., 954-472-3755

IANLIARY 14: Flomingo Fest, Flaminga Gardens, 9:30 c.m. 1o 5 p.m., Info.; www flamingogardens. org /events.him
First Saturday of every Month; Beach Cleonup, Commersicd Blvd & fhe Beoch LBTS, 9 to 9:30 0.m., Info.: www lbts.com
Wednesdays: Yogu in the Gorden, Boanett House, & 1o 9 o.m., Info.: 954-563-53%3 ext. 137

Wednesdays: Pilates with Terry White, Esplonods Park, &:30 pm,, Info.; 954-544-2330

Mondoys and Wednesdoys: Condio Mix with josh Hecht, Esplonode Pork, 5:30 p.m,, Info.; 954-7320517

4 33

UPCOMING
| EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

-"*f""?'mffw (Jnd Me Tm

Garden, 3 p.m
ns: J0rGH3-8059

{‘Jin ﬁinnuul |r|1| Ch::-co ate Festival with Coffee & Tea
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m

Info.: www. tairchildgarden.org

?Gl? EF;E'FG;i(:_;r"Ell Orchid Show

War Memarial Auditorium

iri.u_ uqd "--"~,q """l:.‘

The CRTS White Elephant Sale

123 NE 341h Steat [comer of ATA & INE 3dih Siresl]

Cam. o 2 pm.

D:an W DE‘| ay Beach Festival of the f'-"trrs

1111 East Alantic Avenue in Delroy, 10am. o 5 p.m
Info.: @54-472-3755

?CHF .-‘5-I'II'|-JG| Flori dc Renaissance Festival
'uu.l'-r'--']:"__ _:"_'.: ) a.m "'"_!ﬂ,_lf.-l Wy ['.' I \-\r,.r.
Info.: 954-7 7514

Riverwalk Blues E- Music Festival
Bubier P
Info.: $54-3

ark .' ougercaole

PGB

A1A Marathon
Starls af the Museum of Discovery, & a.m

Infa.: www.a lamarathon.com

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF
EVENTS, GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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Homeless....Continued

Several members complained about the aggressive panhandlers that gather
outside the Walgreens on Oakland Park Boulevard and A1A. Having an-
nounced that she was accosted by Eunhundfﬁrs while gassing up at the Hess
Station on AlA, Marlene Katkin of Fountainhead admitted that she wasn't
about to stick around and swear out a complaint, Franci Bindler of the Riv-
iera operates the popular Business World Neighborhood Postal Center on
3415 Galkt Ocean Drive. Bindler told Diaz that street people who hang out
between her store and the Library regularly enter and intimidate her
employees.

The Maijor said that his teams would focus on the concerns discussed af the
Advisory Board meeting. He also told members that the neighborhood was o
prime target for thieves who quickly cannibalize unlocked vehicles. After
grabbing the DVD player, a GPS unit or a cell phone left on the seat, this
porble swag is pclwned within minutes. He added that burglaries were
trending in the area. Since the perpetrators in many of these beak-ins
grabbed loose change and nearly worthless small items while quvfnngap
tops, rtable TVs, and other more valuable |c:u::||f, Diaz asserted that { &y
were likely amateur thieves (perhaps kids acting out] or the dumbest cooks
on the east coast. Diaz informed the board about a useful website called
RAIDS Online. A catchy acronym for Regional Analysis and Infermation Data
Sharing, RAIDS Online provides access fo crime stalistics and crime trends in
every jurisdiction nafionwide.

Sponsord by BAIR Analytics (ancother acronym - Behavioral Analysis & Intel
ligence Resources), the website offers a less robust version of the same data
used by every low enforcement agency in the United States. Diaz described
the infarmation as vnadulterated, with the exceplion of demestic vickence,
rape and other crimes impacted by shield laws and privacy acts. Available
at hitp: //www.raidsonline.com/, clicking on any incident displayed on an
interactive crime map reveals the date, time and crime category, the source
of the crime data {the “Agency” that provided the information) and links that
enable the site user to pmvide tips about each incident to the relevant pc:|fce
depunTEnT or agency.

Receiving the data directly from each low enforcement agency ensures that
the information is always up to date, accurate, complete and FREEI Usin

this intuitive tool, Galt Mile residents that are sick ing by the pool - like a
lox - can easily explore neighborhoed, citywide, statewide and national
crime trends. Although last month's neighborhood and citywide crime statis-

tics are still available on the Cit'_.r website, since this user-
friendly resource provides a nearly realime mirror for crime in
the Galt Mile neighborhood and surrounding communities, the
Advisory Board plans to use RAIDS Online to better tailor its

public safety expectations. So can you, Sherlockl®

e T [ —

Local scientist explores esearch oppodunifies

FREE RX

FOR ALL GALT MILE RESIDENTS

)
& p.

PHARMACY BY THE

4

SEA

DELIVERY

Dr Geneen Graber Maxwell
Pharmacist & Dwner

234 Commercial Blvd

994.938.0003

¢ COMPETITIVELY PRICED

« ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE PLANS
INCLUDING MEDICARE PART D

* CONVENIENT FREE DELIVERY WITH
THE MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 2
PRESCRIPTIONS
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COMING SOON

To Galt Ocean Marketplace

Have a favorite wine/vintage or spirit selection?
E-mail and/or call us, we will do our best to have
it in stock. We look forward to being your
neighborhood boutique wine and liquor store.

Monkswineandliquorcave@yvahoo.com

Francis & Linda LeDuc/Owners
3912 N. Ocean Blvd.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33308

(305) 906-4057 — phone




COVER YOUR
HOME APPLIANCES
FOR AS LITTLE AS

During this holiday season, why worry about extra expenses
when for as little as $1 997}"‘:‘.‘3!, your home appliances can be covered.
Jenny came home from work one day to find her refrigerator broken. The food was spoiled and the
kids were hungry. To find a repair person, Jenny spent time searching the intemet, pouring through
the yellow pages, and contacting friends to find someone who would come out and take care of

this problem. Some repair companies wanted $200 just to come and inspect, others did not have
anyone available to help or they simply did not answer the call.

If Jenny had a SERVICE AMERICA SERVICE PLAN - one call would fix it all!!!

She could have made the call and had one of Service America's
250 service technicians at her door the next morning.

Don’t be like Jenny - call today to get covered and avoid these potentially costly expenses!

LB}

» Refrigerator Breaks - could cost you $500 A
WITH A SERVICE AMERICA PLAN - COVERED! .‘p_..._L
» Washer/Dryer Breaks - could cost you $600 - =

WITH A SERVICE AMERICA PLAN - COVERED!

Plumbing Probl - could cost $1,000
e R /}fsEchE
= AC not cooling - could cost you $1,500 AME RI CA

WITH A SERVICE AMERICA PLAN - COVERED! serviceamerica.com

*Bronze Service Plan, co-pay of 345, LICE CACDH 4619, ECODO2E22, CFCOST126 GALTOCN

Ask about GOLD GLOVE SERVICE Call 1-800-311-4095




Continental understands what residents on the Mile need. As
Florida’s leading property management company, we work tirelessly
on behalf of the buildings we serve. But our mission doesn’t end
there. We realize that our customers, on Galt Ocean Mile or anywhere
else, are all part of a larger community. That’s why we invite our
neighbors to take part in Continental exclusives like educational
seminars and why we don’t hesitate to roll up our sleeves to ensure
that you and your neighbors always receive the most attention and
best service. We're happy to share our experience with all properties
on the Mile. Because that’s what community is all about.

Continental also knows how to save you enough money to grow
reserves, pay for improvements and even lower maintenance fees.
We've saved Florida condos over $3.5 million so far this year and
we're ready to put our resources to work for you. Let us prove it to
you with a no-cost, no-obligation assessment of your community.

Give us an opportunity. You'll be happy you did.

CONTINENTAL

Happiness is Serious Business:

954-378-1048 + Email us at info@tcgmgt.com * www.tcgmgt.com




The UPS Store Gateway The UPS Store Bayview

1007 N Federal Hwy 2805 E. Oakland Park Blvd

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

1-UPS-EZ-PICKUP 1-UPS-EZ-PICKUP

954-764-6245 954-568-1990
store0530@theupsstore.com store2033@theupsstore.com R
www.florida-ups.com www.theupsstorelocal.com/2033 '

BEAT THE HOLIDAY SHIPPING RUSH.

Pa(: k E]- Sh | p ‘ - Certified Packing Experts

| ) * Multiple shipping options
your gifts early. § : - Package tracking

Call For
With our Certified Packing Experts, variety of shipping options and UPS’ Extended hulid:y Gow of Hours

package tracking, we can help you check packing and shipping your L
: : . : i Mon-Fri  8:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
gifts off your list. And you can actually enjoy the holidays this year. Sat 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Stop by The UPS Store” and we'll expertly pack and ship sun Closed
your gifts today.

Ml Bowess Bic, Inc. it a UPS” company. The LIPS Store” locations ane independently awned and apersted by ranchinees of Mail Boces
Eic., Inc, in the LISA sed by its manter licemaee and its franchisees im Canada. Services, pricing a0 hours of opetation may vary by location
Cogryright © 20117 Mail Bowes Bic,, Inc, 410 40911

$7) OFF PACKAGING 51 OFF SHIPPING
when we pock 1 package when you sip 1 package

$5 OFF PACKAGING 52 OFF SHIPPING

when we pack 2 packages whin you ship 2 packages

- UPS" AIR SERVICE L il $'3 OFF SHIPPING

!

The UPS Store’ @ B L P The UPS Store’ @
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