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SHIRLEY ATTIAS
Luxury HOME SPECIALIST

Direct: (954) 562-0903
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Awesome Southeast OCEAMN, City,
and Intracoastal views, 2/ 2.5 + den,
many upgrades. Private elev.
$1,119K! www. lhemitage2-2207 .com

True 3 full bedrooms /3 full bath. Rich
marble floors and crown molding
throughout, SE ocean, resort views.
$ITIK. wwwy. lhermitage2-904.com

-

SOUTHEAST and resor views from
every mom! 2 bedrooms [ 2 bath-
rooms  plus den Priced to sell

2 (2.5 plus den with a built-in bar ,
new kilchen, DIRECT ocean and city
views, two balconies, privale alev,

$799,900 wwwe IhiB06 com $899,000 v lhermitage1-1202 com
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2/2.5 plus den, beach-house fealing,
Palio opens lo pool deck. Marble
everywhere. View of lennis cours.
S699K! vavow lhermitage2-307.com

Most desirable Southeas! Ascol Unil,
Spectacular views, kitchen and hand
cut wood floors. 3/3.5 $1,699,000.
v lhermitage1-1110.com

High fleer, Southeast facing 2/2.5 plus
den, Breath-taking ocean views, beau-
fiful marble flooring. Priced to sell
$9T9K! v lhermitage2-2504.com

Amazing ocean and tropical views,
aopan floor plan & beauliful porcelain
floors throughout. 2/2.5 $867,000
wanawy, [hi 703 com

CENTURY 21 & SHIRLEY ATTIAS FOR A PERSONAL TOUCH AND PROFESSIONAL RESULTS.
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DIRECT QCEAN views {rﬁm evary room, 2/2 richly

Immaculate and tastefully finished 2/2.5 plus den,
decoraled. Sold in two months.

Unigque 3 bedroom / 3 bathroom with direct ocean &
direct ocean views and two large balconies.

garden view, marble floors. 97% of asking price.
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Just Suld! New Listing! 1108N Penthouse 2207S BOBN 2/2, direct ocean and Just Sold!
BO8N 2 bedraam / 2 bath 22,5 corner unit, south view! | Like new, 2/2. Top of the line appli- | pool  views. Upgraded
m :

20065 2/2 High floar, SE

Upgraded kitchen & baths, view from every room.

ances & finishing, granite counters,
Pergo floors. $399,900

marbke floors. $598,900.

kitchen and balhrooms. Also

room; over 1500 SF. for rent $429,000




POWERFUL

emergency care,
close to home.

Recently ranked among the nation’s 11 top-performers for quality
of care, Broward Health Imperial Point Medical Center has been
keeping your neighborhood healthy for nearly forty years. With

a state-of-the-art, 24 hour Emergency Department, a Primary
Stroke Center, and a team of highly-skilled doctors,

nurses, and technologists, we offer the resources of e~
Broward's largest health system in the convenience Y -

of your neighborhood hospital. *-'"' j‘
Neurosurgeons * Orthopedic Surgeons ¢
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2071 Press Ganey ®
Summit Award Winner

954.776.8500
BrowardHealth.org/IPED

BROWARD HEALTH

Imperial Point Medical Center
6401 N Federal Highway, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308



BEACH CONDOS TD
- “QURPLUS LINES

~ SHARKS
-

w RATES TO SKYROCKET

In December, Florida Insurance Agents launched o campaign to inform some
beachfront condo and cooperative clients that their rates are about to explode
[quadruple). The Agents were compelled to warn their customers about the un-
avoidable impact o Gn-llem-bn the DeceniLer 14, 2011 meeting agenda of the
Cifizens board. It addressed capping coverage at $1 million for buildings where
more than 25 Eerr:Enl of units are rentals. Currently litle more than an informal
guideline that has been arbitrarily applied for the past few months, its official en-
actment would force a difficult choice on beachfront associations peppered with
shortderm rentals,

When his minions in the legislature failed to pass an insurance bill that would
have reduced the state's liability by arbitrarily vacating Cilizens coverage for tens
of thousands of homeowners, Florida Governor Rick Scotf turned his efforts to pres-
suring the Citizens Property Insurance Corp. board into dumping policies. At a
November 1, 2011 Cabinet meeting, Scoft surmised that policyholders wouldn't
contribute the 45% additional premium they would ordinarily have to pay if hit by
what's known os a “100-year storm”. Scott said “If Policyhorders can't ﬂﬁord it,
they will lose their insurance and their home.” Scolt's resolution revived an element
of his campaign plan to deregulate the insurance industry. One month after ap-
pointing hwo r_?"ies to the Citizens Board, Scott told the board to devise a plan that
will reduce the company’s size and risk by December.

Aber the incredibly destructive 2004-2005 Hurricane Seasons, Florida's commer-
cial insurance p|c|~l,rar5 took control of o deccdes-!ong ragu|morﬁl two-step rhe}f fra-
ditionally performed with the legislature and State regulators. IF they weren't given
a free hand to raise rates at will = they would leave the State. When lowmakers
responded with "damn the torpedoes” sound bites and refused to accede, the car-
riers hit the road. In their wake, Australian insurer GBE remained behind. As the
only game in town, they could wade through the carnage and cherry pick their
way to insurance immartality,

Since Florida laowmakers wouldn't remove the quid pro quo that required carriers
selling other Flarida policies to also offer windstorm to homeowners, QBE simpl
issued new eligibility requirements. They would insist that prospective poiicyholc{
ers meet the code requirements for new construction. To quali for windstorm cowv-
erage, Associalions could no longer rely on the legally grandfathered exemptions
that were historically acceptable. Instead, they had to provide proof of a hard-
ened, lully mitigated exterior shell. While a few associations raced to comply by
securing rooftops and garage enfrances as well as fully encapsulating their struc-
tures with code compliant shutters or impact glass on ci::rom and windows, a vast
majerity drifted into @ coma. Although they could still buy coverage from Citizens,
the few dollars they saved by not installing code compliant storm protection was
absorbed long ago by annually increasing premiums. What coulfhuppen next
quulifies as torture,

If beachfront associations housed in structures valued at $50 million, $100 millien,
$200 million and more are limited to buying $1 million in coverage from Citizens,
they will have to aprre the insurance indus!r}r's seed}r undarbe”y - the mind-
numbing world of surplus lines. In this largely unregulated den of thieves, ex-
p|1::niﬁve insurers base their rates on the look in their customer's eye, By suddenhﬂ

denying coverage fo thousands of beachfront buildings,
Cifizens will simultanecusly stimulate the salivary glan
of every surplus lines pirate. To be fair, there are some
strong sur, lus lines carriers, uhhuut]:jh a puthetic minor-

ity. IF the Governor actualizes his plan, impacted associ-
afions that hope to avoid insurance hell will have to
scramble to harden their building shells and pray that it

asses muster with some sympathetic admitted carrier
ﬁmw there's an axymoronii

Alternatively, they can dig out their Governing docu-
menis and revise the sections regulating rentals. Depend-
ing on where these guidehnes are located in the
documents, affected associations hoping to dodge the
Cifizens eligibility torpedo may have Ioel'lc:id a A:Eﬂicult
full membership vote to alter the rental regulations and
s|‘u=3r[;:||},r limit the association’s ercentage of tenanted
units. Unless the association’s ll;r.:n::rr_'i is populated by
diehard m&guiomaniacs, Ih&y will lock to the associa-
tion attorney to deliver the goods without viclating con-
tract rights or constitutional protections. The problem
with any of these reactive resclutions is that while associ-
ations hop from one foot to the other, the Citizens board
can continue to indiscriminately churn out eligibility re-
guirements that randomly abandon ad hoc groups of
homeowners. While some board members are working
to minimize the adverse consequences of depopulating
the client rc>||, thase answerable to the Governor meas-
ure success by how quickly and how many policies are
dumpad, not whether their prospective former pa|i:::,,-'-
holders are provided with a remotely viable alternafive.

There remains a glimmer of hope. Citizens' officials are
divided over this issue. The Vice President of Insurance
Services at BBAT Bank in Tampa, Carol Everhart was
appointed to the Citizens board in March of 2007, At o
ovember 2011 meeting of the Citizens’ Actuarial &
Underwriting Committee, she advised the panel | don't
think our beaches can bear that righl now,” referring to
o premium increase she pegged al 450 percent. Op-
osed o Thrnwing homeowners to the walves amid o
ﬁagife economy and a struggling real estate market,
Everhart p|eﬂded with committee members to ostpone
g'ie“proposul. Unfartunately, Everhart ran into fohn
ollins.

Appointed to the Citizens Board of Gaovernors by Scoft
on September 20, 2011, Rollins echoes Scott's message
whenever afforded the opportunity.

Confinued on poge 5
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Citizers... Confinued

An outspoken member of Citizens’ Actuarial committee, Rollins char-
acterized beachfront condos as the “riskiest risks"” covered by the
State’s insurer of last resort, adding that “these rates are among the
most inadequate rates that Citizens has anywhere.” Sheddin ﬁ'IE bu-
reaucratic hat of an actuary for the laming sword of a crusa%ing lob-
byisr, Rollins blasted beachfront community associations that "anio a
massive subsidy in rate level by sitting on the beach in the most risky
areas of Florida and sitting in the assessment account, ultimately, of
every Floridian.” Mot surprisingly, the panel sent Everhart packing
and immediately tagged the issue for consideration by the full board.

When lawmaokers foiled to pass bills that would have reduced Citi-
zens' 1,472,391 policy client roll {as of December 31), Scott refo-
cused the gubernururiuTiqckhqmmer on the bureaucrats that create
and enforce policy at Citizens. After exclaiming I consider this an in-
tegral part clPrhe ackage of changes that we can make on a non-
statutary basis to limit Citizens’ probable maximum loss,” Rollins
made evident Scott’s hand in his crusade, 5rufinghrhm the plan was
“consistent with the govemnr's direction to take the lowest hcnging

fruit.”

Although the 25% rental rule had been intermittently applied and ar-
bitrarily enforced since late 2011, it was never included in the man-
ual for wind-only insurance policies or any other official Citizens
document. Lost year, the Citizens Board wanted the legislature to in-
crease the annual 10% cap on rate hikes and allow carriers to pass
reinsurance costs through to property owners. When angry con-
stituencies forced lawmakers to shelve the bill, Citizens sh:lﬁers de-
cided to string together the failed legislative propesals inte a package
of eligibility guidelines designed to dump disparate groups D[ppt:r“c\l,r-
holders [i.e. "the lowest hanging Fruit”).

To qualify as o target, the group only needed to be a sizable con-
sumer of windstorm coverage. Since puiificiuns from north and cen-
tral Florida jurisdictions love to demonize South Florida beachfront
associafions anyway, targeting those that permit a substantial number
of shortterm rentals was almost intuitive. Other groups targeted by
staffers share some unique structural vulnerubili:}' and/or an absence
of pelitical clout. For instance, they also planned to dump policy hold-
ers whose property features a screen enclosure or carport as well as

certain wholly detached structures. A maximum $10,000 sublimit will
be applied for damage to floors.

In @ monument to contradiction, after admitting that the units in the tar-
geted beach area buildings were mostly owned and occupied by eld-
erly longtime state residents, Rollins described them as "substantially
commercial enterprises” that are often owned by out of state investors
whose profits are subsidized by artificially low insurance rates. While
most Galt Mile residents would agree that Rollins’ contention is self-
serving blather, there are frighteningly real problems with the transfor-
mation of Citizens’ mandate as the insurer of last resort to functionally
serving as the State’s selfinsurance vehicle. In fact, Condos play o
major role in the company's acluarial lurmeil.

In an atempt to lower tax burdens and insurance premiums, many as-
sociations annually understate their property’s value, Of the 26,600
wind-only policies written by Citizens for condominiums, the premiums
only cover 20% of their combined $100 billion replacement value. If
slammed by a major hurricane, when Cilizens taps out, o three-tier
assessment process would snap into effect. The first backup money
would come from a surcharge on Citizens’ policyholders. ﬁ:'rhut‘s in-
sufficient, every other carrier would be tagged to pick up the slack. In
turn, the carriers would pass the cost to their policyholders - anyone
that holds any type of insurance in the state of Florida. The rhircr
backup is a final levy on beth Citizens and private policyholders. Not
in the statutory line of fire but argfunbly on the hook are taxpayers in
generu[. In shert, Citizens officials are desperﬂhaly trying to dump po|-
icy holders to lighten the company’s liability.

Property owners in parts of the state less vulnerable to windstorm
damage - along with their elected officials - understandably resent
their place in the liability line for high risk properties near the ocean
(of course, when one of their homes is gobbled up by a sinkhale, we
are suddenly blood brothers with an oﬂiguﬁcn to share the risk). Ac-
cording to rl?:eir own statistics, 45% of the policies written by Citizens
cover properties in Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Monroe
counties. While these South Florida jurisdictions represent 52% of the
carrier’s exposure, they also provide Citizens with 58% of its premium
income.

Continued an poge 7
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CITY COMMISSIONER

Bruce
RoOBERTS

continues to
achieve results
for our residents...

reduce pill mills and pain clinics in our city.

a 911 Dispatch Service.

Since elected, No increase in our operating millage rate of 4.119 or fire assessment fee. Fort Lauderdale is now
rated as having the second lowest millage rate in Florida's top 25 largest cities.

Commissioner Roberts has advocated for Galt Ocean Mile projects including the Greenway Program; A1A
enhancements and expansion of the Sun Trolley. He passed a stricter ordinance to strengthen state regulations to

Finalized public safety contract negotiations with strict pension reform which is looked at as a model for other
communities. Commissioner Roberts has recently been appointed to work with the county and cities on regionalizing

A Commissioner All of District 1 Can Be Proud Of!
Vote March 13, 2012 And Keep Commissioner Bruce Roberts Working For You.

Paid political advertisement paid and approved by Bruce Roberts, Candidate For Fort Lauderdale City Commission, District 1
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CTY COMMISSIONER

CHIP LaMARCA

*Skortly after his vpset victory of sitting
Broward Mayor Ken Keechl to smag the District
4 Commission seat, Chip LaMarco declared his
intention to expase the County Commission’s
feted tradition of quietly tolerating the blatant
patronage that earned the Broward Board its
well-deserved reputation as one of the state’s -
ond perhaps the nation’s - most corrupf locol
governments. Inﬂ!ar:;cﬂumeﬂ as e;glﬂ
f;l‘iﬂnﬁn‘p iirres| spending and decrying

pet projects of his fellaw commissioners. It
didn’t matter. His Democral peers on the
Broward Commission would need laMarca, In
fact, every Janvary his stock would skyrocket
in the County known to Tallahassee Republicans
os “The Killing Fields.”

On Febrvary 6, 2012, Broward Commissioner
Chip LaMareo oddressed the Galt Mile Commu-
nity Association Presidents Council at the Foun-
tainhead. In his opening comments, the
Commissioner stated that his priorities are still
focused on public safety and jobs. When he
began addressing beach renourishment, angry
association leaders expressed unprecedented
levels of frustration, grilling the Broward Com-
missioner about why they were still wait

for the decode-old beach plan to be realized.
Frances Konstance of I'Hermitage | professed
uncertainty about whether the long list of
county excuses was fueled by negligence, in-
compelence, the surreplitious ing of proj-
ect funds or treachery financed by sond-hungry
Hollywood hoteliers.

Iranically, LaMarca is one of two Broward offi-
cials that revived the project after it was
nearly buried by State and local bureaucrats.
He repeated an explanation offered months ear-
lier by Broward Beach Administrator Eric
J:dyeri Fr:r two prior Fre;idr:s fa;m# meef-
ings. izing for his predecessor -
fnyr;er Mﬂaﬁ% prujeﬂpéwu Stephen
Higgins — whe sat idly by as Federal and State
permits expired, Myers informed irate Galt Mile
officials that while the State extended the

&

BRIEFS THE GALT MILE

County’s permit, he hod to recreate ond file the documentation required for o new Federal permit.

When questioned about rumors that renourishment funds ond sand resources were targeted for raids by neighboring ju-
risdictions, LaMarca assured the audience that funding and other project resources were secure. He said that the permits
required by the Army Corps of Engineers should be approved by the end of 2013, after which the project should com-

Mmence.

Our County Commissioner then told attendees about three irips he made to the state capitol on behalf of the mun?.
LaMarca is following in the footsteps of predecessor and former Senate President Jim Scott, who served Broward for 24
years in the legislature, six yeors os District 4 County Commissioner and the Board's sole Republican. In addition to his
responsibilities as the voice of District 4, since he was the only Broward Commissioner with credibility in the State Capi-

tol, Scott was repeatedly sent to Republican Tallohassee to fransact County business,

Other than protocol courtesies extended by the Governor to any risihh%pnﬁﬁtim the 8 Democrats on the current 9
member County Commission are almost transparent when lobbying the Republican State Capitol. Like Scott, only LaMarca

can carry Broward's water in Tallahassee,

In December, loMarca released o newsletter that ovtlined o plan to bring jobs to the County, reconfigure Port Ever-
glades to take advantage of the huge increase in cruise and container tratfic that will follow the Panama Canal expan-
sion and promote legisiation tive of other County infrastructure projects. During several subsequent trips to 1
state copitol, LaMarca met with lawmakers and addressed legislative committees to promote the County agendo. Upon
returning from Tallahassee, he documented his progress in the following February Newsletter. — [editor]*

TALLAHASSEE BOUND

By Commissioner Chip LoMorco

In my last article | talked about “My New Year's Resolutions for Broward County.” That list included
projects crifical to the expansion of Part Everglades as well as the economic vitality of Broward

County.

During the opening week of the Legislative Session, | was privileged to participate in a panel dis-
cussion before the House Community and Military Affairs Subcommitiee. The presentation, "local
Government Economic Development Tools: Creating Jobs and Growing Our Economy,” focused on
the County’s collaboration willfthe Greater Fort Louderdale Alliance. I'asked the committee to
reevaluate pending legislation, Florida House Bill 319, intended to repeal the local business fax
LET) in the state. This [BT was formerly known as the occupational license fee, but wos renamed in

007. Revenues received through the LBT have supported jcint efforts to create 8,668 new tar-
geted industry jobs, aftract 50 new companies to the County and serve more than 1,517 local
companies with retenfion and expansion services between 2007 and 2011. All of this in support
of my compaign promise-my 4-4-4 plan to attract new companies to District 4 and to work o create
jcbs in Broward County. If the LBT is repealed, Broward will lose approximately $3 million per year
that is currently reinvested back into the community for economic development programs that create
and retain jobs right here in our community.

| was also pleased to meet with Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon fo discuss beach renourish-
ment funding, as well as funding for the Broward Sheriff's Office Crime Lab and Port Everglades.
My meeting with Florida Huusegfrqnsp{:-rrur'ron and Economic Development Appropriations Sub-
committee Chairman Mike Horner focused on Port Everglades’ access to a portion of the $35 mil-
lion in seaport funds within the Department of Transportation package, House Bill 1399.

During the following week, Port Everglades Chief Executive Phil Allen and | led a group of business
and community leaders that descended on Tallahassee to push for funding and legislative initiatives
supporting Florida's |JDI'EE-. especially Port Everglades. The group included representatives from
Stiles Corporation, Florida East Coast Fr!r::ilrc:n::dg.l Paradize Bank, Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance,
Broward College, Holland America, the Port Everglades Pilots Association and the Port Everglades
Association. The grou |::nz||rri~<:i!;:nzzmaf.fr in key meefings with Florida leaders to siress the imporfance of
growing Port Everglades, one of the state’s major economic engines, supperting trade growth, and
readying Florida’s ports for the future through infrastructure

Continued on poge 7
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LoMorca.... Comfinued

investment initiatives. In particular, the group attended a Senate
Tronsportation Committee meeting to support 5B 1168, Freight
and Logistics Development Incentive legislation sponsored by Sen.
Ring. Tﬁe bill creates additional statutory investment programs to
enhance the growth of freight and logistics businesses in Florida

by:

* |ncreasing the minimum statutory funding level for the state’s on-
port investment program from $8 million to $15 million;

* Creating a new Strategic Port Investment Incentive program with
a minimum statutory funding level of $35 million for projects that
provide important access and major on-port capacity improve-
ment;

. AuThDrizing; a tax credit of $3,000 per job that is created or
equal to 5% of the capital investment by a Florida business in a
freight and |Dgis’ric5" Etj:lcill-hf that exports or imports cargo
through a Florida seapert.

The group also discussed restoring Florida Department of Trans-

ortation’s [FDOT) recent $1.03 million cut to the programmed
ﬁmding for Port Everglades’ Turning Notch project. Meelings were
held with Lt. Governor Jennifer Carroll, Chief Financial Officer Jeff
Atwater, Senate President Mike Haridopolos, House Appropria-
tions Chair Denise Grimsley, FDOT Secretory Ananth Prasad, De-
Bartrnent of Economic Oppc:r’runi:g Executive Director Doug

arling, Rep. Mike Horner, Rep. Brad Drake, Rep. Lake Ray, Sen.
Benaquiste, Sen. latvala and several Broward Delegation members
including Sen. Rich, Sen. Ring, Sen. Bogdanoff, Rep. Jenne, and
Rep. Moraitis. As a result of r?'lese meetings, Rep. Moraitis and
Rep. Jenne signed o joint letter to Governor Scolt and FDOT Secre-
tary Prasad stressing the importance of funding for the port's major
projects, such as the Inter-modal Container Transter Fucili% (ICTF)
uncr turning notch projects, and urging them to make Port Ever-
glades a priority as the state devef?:rps its seaport lunding plan. In
a letter from Secretary Prasad following the meeting, he indicated
FDOT's commitment to the turning notch project as a high priority.
This is an oulstanding example t:i the type r:lf parinership we are
working to achieve here in Broward County-the partnership be-
tween private business and government to create jobs and grow
our E‘CU‘I'IDF'IT}".

Government's role
should be to support
business and job
creation and not fo |
stand in its way.

| would also like to B
address some misin- s
formation that |

ing the recent loan |8
to the Bank Atlantic
Center, Broward |}
County Commission-
ers approved o

£7.7 million loan to
renovate the Bank
Atlantic Center with prospects to share in future profits. The Bank At-
lantic Center is a Coggﬂwned building managed by the Arena Cp-
erafing Company [AOC), this means that you and | own the

building. The facility is widely used and ranks 10th nationwide in en-
tertainment venues. The agreement requires that the AOC repay the
£7.7 million loan with a minimum 4% interest rate over 5 years. The
County will also receive 20% of any profits once the arena has
reached a profit margin of $12 million in any year. Commissioners
were told the potential fo exceed that profit Tgreshold looks promis-
ing. In the end, my decision to support this loan was based on the
fact that we own the building and we need to reinvest in it fo keep it
a viable entertainment venue.

Part Everglades Infrostructuse Buildout

| never lose sight of what is important. That is you the residents of our
beautiful district. IF there is anything that we can do to assist you,
please do not hesitate to contact my office at 954.35?.?@31& by
email ot clomarca@broward.org. You can also stay ?pclated by
viewing our website www.broward.org/commission/disirictd, as
well as signup to receive email updates from us.

As always, it is an honor to serve you.

Broward County Commissiones, District 4 e

FOR ALL GALT MILE RESIDENTS
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PHARMACY BY THE

FREE RX

DELIVERY

4

SEA

Dr G's Pharmacy Welcomes Express Scripts Patients!!

Dr Geneen Graber Maxwell
Pharmacist & Dwner

234 Commercial Blvd

954.938.00035

e COMPETITIVELY PRICED

e ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE PLANS
INCLUDING MEDICARE PART D

e CONVENIENT FREE DELIVERY WITH
THE MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 2
PRESCRIPTIONS




ALLEN WEST’S
LAST
MESSAGE

TO GALT MILE CONSTITUENTS?

By Eric Berkowitz

Amid a whirlwind tour of town hall meetings, Congressman Allen West
made a pit stop at the Beach Community Center from 5 to 7 pm on
January 11th before heading to the Jupiter Community Center on Janu-
ary 13. Like a similar meeting held there last February with West and
State Senator Ellyn Bogdunoﬁ it was convened by the neighborhood
association as a pfuffurm for the community’s local elected officials.
Addressing o healthy local audience of roughly 150 Galt Mile con-
stituents; West blended patriotic dramaturgy with a dark picture of our
future. Alter marching a perimeter around the Beach Community Cen-
ter auditorium, a six-person police honor guard preceded a sirained
rendition of America the Beautiful performed by a would be club
singer in a cheap lux. A Powerpoint presentation that West used to
rally the weekday dinnertime audience was punctuated by the theme
from “Patton”.

Following a half hour of intreductory theatrics that culminated with
West pinning @ bag full of medals on local Vietnam veteran Edward
Ayers, he opened his town hall meefing by welcoming local officials
that dropped by to share a sound bite with the controversial congress-
man. Ayers was originally awarded three purple hearts, a Republic of
Vietnam Service Medal and the Nalional Defense Service Medal fol-
lowing his service in Vietnam. In fime, he lost them. West needed a
hera. Ayers wanted his medals replaced. Shazaml

Since the meeting was hosted by the neighborhoed association to
broaden local access to the District 22 Congressman, Galt Mile Com-
munity Association President Pio leraci mederated an hourlong ques-
tion and answer period. Rather than rehashing the evening's animated
repartee, West provided a policy brief for release to his Galt Mile con-
stituents. A few days earlier, he slipped a copy to the local media.

Given ensuing events, it might be the last message that West delivers
as our Congressman, On January 3 1st, West jumped ship, announc-
ing that he would forege running for reelection in District 22. He is-
sued o statement that began "Aler much I:myer, reflection and
discussion with my close friends and family, | am announcing today my
decision to seek reelection in Florida's proposed 18th Congressional
district. | have always believed the state of Florida would be best
served by having both Congressman Tom Rooney and myself in the
House of Representatives working te sclve our nation's most pressing
problems.”

A 5quirre||%» redisiricting process reconfigured West's already Democ-
ratheavy 22nd Congressional District by frontloading a battalion of
additional Democrats. Earlier in the day, the 16th Congressional dis-

frict’s Representative Tom Rooney [R-Fla.) decided to move his cam-

paign, announcing that he would run in the newly formed 17th Con-
ressional district, which includes a sizable Republican constituency

carved from the western part of his former 16th Congressional district.

West, in turn, will run in Rooney's former stomping ground, which is re-
numbered from 14 to 18 under the new plan. Although the swing 18th
District was abandoned by Rooney for the sclidly Republican 17th Dis-
trict, it's still West's best chance to reclaim the new lite he carved out in
Washington. About 25% of West's former district will be part of his
new | Bth district, which is based in Port St. Lucie.

The third party in this round of political musical chairs is former Florida
House Maijority Leader Adom Hasner, R-Boca Raton, who abandoned

his U.5. Senate bid when the redis!rictirll? music stopped. Term limited

out of the Florida Statehouse in 2010, Hasner will step into the G.O.P.
vacuum left by West in Congressional District 22.

Challenging some anonymous hestile constellation of conspirators,
West concluded his statement with “As a 22-vear United States Army
veteran who commanded troops in combat, one should never underes-
timate my ahbility to be a strategic thinker. My voice for the restoration
of consfitutional principles for our Republic sgull continue fo resonale
through Florida and on Capitel Hill.*

West went ballistic upon discovering that his reelection aspirations hit
a brick wall. Prior to the rookie congressman’s first year in Washing-
ton, he became a Tea Party icon, cultivating access to their hyperactive
social media network. They blame Tallahassee Republicans feor trying
to wax West's political career. Despite his rockie credentials, West's
veteran fundraising skills have inflated his campaign war chest to
$5.85 million, which he'll need to wage a compaign on untesied
swing turf.

West's lanuary 11th message to the last Galt Mile audience he is likely
to represent in Congress randomly borrowed from a recent policy
paper about misadventures on Capitel Hill. Drawing on the heroic mili-
|C|r}1' PE‘TSDI’IU |'|E dE?EIUPEd FGF !'IIE SUCCEEE[U' run at EOngFESﬁiﬂnﬂl pred-
ecessor Ron Klein, West's message offers an overwhelming list of
obstacles that threaten every aspect of American life. As | soid, a dark
picture of our future. The following apocalyplic vision ends with West
standing alone against the primary forces of nature - in defense of the
Republic. See for yourself:

Confinued on page 14
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(itizens.. Confinued

Everhart and other opponents of implementing the rule are livid over
the Governor usurping the Board's mandate to create policy. The
alse object fo the arbitrary enfercement of a rule that was casually
approved and never officially documented. Lamenting “the way un-
derwriting has been conducting itself for the last year,” Everhart told
the committee “| don't agree with what we're doing in business
practice right now.” She pointed out that a rate explosion would kill
the slowly recovering condo market, add to the glut of units and
send property values crﬂshing statewide. As to TEE broader eco-
nomic consequences, the unavoidable skyrocketing rents that would
follow would poisan the huga tourist murzm segment that avails it
self of rental properties.

The icing on the cake: after forcing associations to satishy their statu-
tory insurance requirements in the surplus lines swamp, there is a
better than even chance that the coverage will prove worthless, A
local insurance agent whose clients include several Gall Mile asse-
ciations remarked, "It's one Thing to pay premiums to a company
that admits a major storm may require ugdHinna[ assessments fo
policyholders and taxpayers, it's quite another o pay four fimes as
much to a company that will evaporate before the storm passes.”

On December 14, 2011, the Citizens Property Insurance Corp.
board of directors did what their actuarial committee refused to do -
stpone dropping the hammer on beachfront associations. At the
ggurd meeting in Orlando, Citizens Board Chairman Carlos Lacasa
said “| sense this is one of those kinds of issues where we could con-
front a backlash at all levels and we have to really theroughly con-
sider it.” Despite the delay, board members support the staff plan
and will divest itself of lia ili’r}-r wherever possih[e. ching asserted
that they delayed the anticipated action to provide the public and

real estate professionals with an opportunity to vent, the Citizens
board rescheduled the issve for consideration at their next meeting
on February 4, 2012.

Although the Governor doesn’t care who gets the axe, Citizens offi-
cials are 5upposec| to. While communily associations with liberal
shortterm rental policies seem like o temptling target, they belong to
one of the groups whose political bite is worse than its bark. As
fate makes for strange bedfellows, along with the real estate indus-
iry, this issue has allied beachfront community associations with the
same lending industry that they’ve been fighting with over foreclo-
sures,

Since bloated bureaucracies tend to stall when faced with contro-
versy, no one knows when or how this issue will play out. The Citi-
zens Board would crimp the institution’s exposure by 7% or $1.5
billion by the February 4th meeting. To kick off their depopulation
and privatization effort, in their January presentation to the Finan-
cial Services Commission, they state that ¥ 17,000 policies are
scheduled fo be removed from Citizens on February 14, 2012." Of
these, about 7,500 cover coastal properties. However, alter the last
meeting, Citizens President and CE’D Scott Wallace commented “In
decisions at the previous board meating, the point was made that
efforts to return Eilizens to an insurer of last resort would require
both initiatives from Citizens itself and statutory changes.” If law-
ITaEkers wouldn't take the heat for statutery changes, why should

X

Citizens’ three-tier assessment process has recently fueled an enig-
matic controversy. Private carriers have been |obbying to remove
the second step, wherein they pay Cilizens and recoup from their

licyholders. To support enubﬁ legislation (HB 1127) filed by

ep. Ben Albritton, E—%ﬂuchuh, the same lawmakers and lobbyists

that predict insurance Armageddon is one storm away have been
offerin prm::f to review committees that Citizens has never been
more financially sound and could weather a repeat of the 2004-
2005 eight-hurricane scenario without breaking a sweat. With a $6
billion reserve and a sterling credit rating, they could easily pay the
$7.3 billion in claims.

Continued on page 11

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS .y
* WRONGFUL DEATH /)
* SLIP & FALL ‘
* WORKERS COMP. :
* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-749-3330

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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Whether you need round the clock cane or just a little assistance,
Responsive Home Health can provide you with

* The highest quality care in the comfort of your home from
a highly experienced team of screened and insured caregivers

* An affordable plan to meet your unique neads

* Recommended by physicians, care managers, attomeys,
family and friends

* Frea in-hame assessments

Contact us today. See why we are your trusted and reliable
choice for private home health care

Long term insurance accepted

RESPONSIVE
Home HEALTH

T “ RESPONDING WITH CARE SINCE 19947

(954) 486-6440

www.ResponsiveHomeHealth.com  #es Leenis

FFia1 50941
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YOU CAN'T AFFORD
TO NOT HEAR.

Introducing an
invisible® hearing aid you can afford.

$1500 Aear

Only $1500

for a limited time

For more information call
954-563-4226

A Atlantic Hearing Aid Center
2310 E. Oakland Park Blvd

i Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33306
*Imdividual resubls may vary, bnvisibility may vary based on your sar’s anstomy.
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¢ Medication Reminders
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954-825-0155
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Cifizens....Continued

In fact, if faced with a Hurricane Andrew-level disaster, in which
elaims would translate to $13.5 billion in today’s dollars, the
demonstrated that Citizens would only have to draw $4.2 bl'lfion
from its $6 billion kitty, $6.5 billion from the CAT Fund, $600 mil-
lion in private reinsurance and $400 million in tier 1 policyholder
surcharges. The remaining $1.8 billion, only 13% of the dam-
ages, would be billed to private policies.

To explain why lawmakers like Rep. Doug Broxson, R-Gulf Breeze,
have been pounding the Governor's line that “We've created a
monster in this state” on the house Hoor, Senator Mike Fasano, R-
Mew Port Richey, states that Lawmakers and insurance lobbyists
typically tocus on this worstcase scenario to press their real
agenda, to eliminate a second fier responsibility that requires them
to pay Citizens immediately and recoup from policyholders,
Fasano claims that scaring the pubric is unnecessary, since the |eg-
islation will actually help restore a viable Florida insurance mar-
ket. As exclaimed Ey company spokeswoman Christine Ashburn,
"Any potential negative impacts relating to cost of additional fi-
nancing and those types of things are outweighed by the positives
which relate to helping the barriers to entry” ?ﬂr new private insur-
ers,

To avoid another political head lock from Governor Scott (and per-
ceived complicity with scare tactics that push the ethical envelope),
Wallace gave notice on January 10th {eﬁeclive on April 6). After
viding the company through its largest expansion in histary, he
eclined to sit idly by as Scott tries to dismantle Citizens with o
s|edgehc|mmar instead of a scr;:|pet, Ihreulening to leave hundreds
of thousands of hemeowners twisting in the wind.

Three days later, state regulators gave Citizens the green light to
lower its coverage cap from $2 million to $1 million for homes

and condominium units, based on the combined dwelling and con-

tents replacement cost. Effective February 1 for new policies and
May 1 for renewals, it applies to wind-only palicies and mulfi-peril
policies that include wind coverage. Cver the next 12 10 16
maonths, the new cap will sever $?? billion fram the carrier's worri-
some total exposure of $512 billion. In May, o mandatery 10%
deductible applicable to payouts for co”upsing sinkhaoles will whit-
tle risk by $cfg billion and a reduction in personal liability cover-
uia from $300,000 to $100,000 will clip exposure by o
whopping $161 billion.

On February 13, Citizens incentivized condos with replacement
values of at least $10 million to lock elsewhere for multi-peril cov-
erage. Effective March | [April 1 for renewals), a 21% increase in
associations’ non-windstorm rates will ultimately be passed to unit
owners. Of the 403 multi-peril policies Citizens wrote for high-rise
condominiums, more than 80% are in Miami-Dode, Broward and
Palm Beach counties. Although other carriers provide non-wind-
storm coverage, since most of them key their rate structure to that
EF l(:ittiiz&ns, South Florida condo owners should lay in o supply of
alaias.

Citizens plans to continue implementing the balance of 30 Actuar-
iol Committee recommendations until 655,000 policies are ex-
cised from its client roll and its
exposure is frimmed by $194
billion, While several circulat-
ing bills may cushion the car-
nage, most of the properfies
obandoned by Citizens will be
fed to 5urp!us‘{ines wiolves, No
longer threatened with competi-
tion from the state subsidized
carrier, this is the point in the
fairy tale where legitimate com-
mercial carriers refurn to estab-
lish a viable Florida insurance

market. Don't hold your breath. * Citizens Boord Lowers the Boom
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1975 East Sunrise Blvd.
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33301

954-306-8431

sunrisemanager@leaseflorida.com

* SPACES FROM 100 TO 12,000 SF
* RATES FROM $150/ MO FULL SERVICE
* WATER AND CITY VIEWS
+« DMN-SITE MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE
* NEW RENOVATED BATHROOMS
* COVERED PARKING
+« SECURED FACILITY
Your business is important to us. Call today and et us show you
how we can make a difference.
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EASILY REMOVE
SUN

APRIL / MARCH

\iban Gourmst Morkst
1201 E. Los Olos Bvd,

Tom todpm,

Info.: #54-462-4166

11

St. Pafrick's Doy Porode & Festival
Dewmitown Hollywood
Info.: 954-921-3404

AND PLACE ON

MON
12

Masters of Their Universe
Broward Center for the Perdoeming Arts

8 p.m.
Toe: 95446240227

TUITE

Galt Towers Sociol Rooem
(4250 Galt Ocean Drive)

13 :

Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

YOUR FRIDGE

WED

1 4 Regency South Purr;rﬂc-arn
[,
Info.: Bob Peosimon; 554-547-4063

Community Appearonce Board Meeting

Info.: B54-862-4 156

Commissioner Roberts: Pre-hgendn Mesling
Beach Community Centes, & p.m.
Info.; 954-478-5033

730 p.m
Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-[&'53

Presidant Bl (Bnton

Dezylight Saving Time Storts City Holl, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Urbon G t Morket BINGO BINGD
18 1201 £ Los s B, 19 20 Galt Towers Social Room 21 Regency South Porty Room
% om. fod pm. {4250 Gokt Dceon Drive) 7

p.m.
Info.: Bab Pearlman: 954-547-4063

Smart Woits Home Enesgy Sover Woekshop
Museum of Discovery & Science, & pum,

Tie.: 954-46240222

Urhan Govrmet Market
1201 E. Los Dlos Bhvd.
Fom, fodpm
Infin.: 954-462-4166

26

Broword Center for the Performing Arts
Tiv.: 9544620277

BINGD

27 Galt Towars Socal Room

{4250 Gokt Oceon Drive)

1:30 pm

Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7 268

Broadway Goes to fhe Movies
Browoed Center for the Performing Arts

&15pm
Tin; 9544620222

:
BINGD
Regency South Porty Room

I § 7 pm.
Inde.: Bob Peardman: 954-547-4063

Ushan Goormet Mosket

1 1201 E. Los Olos Bhvd.
%om. o4 pm.

Info.: 954-462-4164

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Riverwalk, Downtown FL
11 om. o 2 pm.
Info_: 954-828-5985

Fed Hot Chili Peppars
2 BonkAtlontic Center
Toe.; 954-835-7000

Crmmizsiones Roberts: Pre-igenda Meeting
Baoch Community Center, & pm
Info.: 954-628-5033

BINGO
3 [olt Towers Social Room
(4250 Golt Ocean Drive)

T30 pm.
[infa.: Cymidi Songer: 954-5&3-?%&3

Fort Louderdale City Commission Mesting
City Holl, & p.m.

BINGO

Regancy South Party Room

T pm,

Info. Bob Peardman: 954-547-4043

SALON DES REFUSES
(Theough 4,/20)
Broward Art Guild

Toe.: 954-537-3370

Lirban Gourmet Market

1201 E. Los Olos Blvd

8 Fam. todpm
Info.; 954-462-41 64

9

BIMGO
Golt Towers Sodiol Room
(4250 Galt Ocean Orive)

10 7:30 p.m

A0 pm
[rfo.: Cyndi Sanger: 954-563-7248

Sauth Pacific, Broadway
(Through 4/22)
Buowaord Center for the Pedoming Arts
Tix.: 954-462-0222

BINGD
1 Fegency South Party Room
I

T pm.
it.: Bob Peardman: 954-547-4063

MARCH 24: 12th Anowol Rverwolk Run, Huizengo Plaza, 7 o.m., Registrotion.; 865-771-3718

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
MARCH 10 - 11 Louderdale-By-The-Sen Cooft Festival, LBTS, 10 am. to 5 p.m., Info.: 9544723755

MARCH 15 - 18: Danéa Beoch Marine Flea Morket, Donia dai Aloi, Info.: ww. doniamarineflecmarket.com/
MARCH 17: Loed of the Dance, Broward Centes for the Performing As, & fo 17 p.m,, Info.; 954-233-1587
MARCH 17 - 23: Tom Parker Exhibit, Broword At Guild, Info.: 954-537-3370
MARCH 23 - 26: Miomi Home Design An Remodeling Show: Spring 2012, Miomi Beoch Comvenfion Centes, Info.; J05-647-9299

MARCH 24 - 25: Foet Lowderdole Gun & Knife Show, War Memonal, Info.- 954-878:5380
WARCH 24 - Aprl 1 Fairchild's Goeden Masic Festival, Fairchid Tropical Gardens, Tie: 305-867-1651, ext. 3303
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

TIIL

FRI

SAT

BINGO bnzz on the Squose Fiverwalk Urbon Markat
15  swipomrstontonee | 16 e iloge e | ] 7 227 SW 204 o
[ﬂﬂﬁ Gal Deeon Dr) Commescial Blvd, & ATA Bom. to 1 pm.
7 pm. Tpm. Infa.: 954-296-5407
S5, person for 3 boards
2012 Jozz in the Gordens:
CQuilt Show b{ 20ay Music Event
G.M.CA. Advisory Booed Mesting (Through 3,/18) (Through 3,18}
ick's tofian Restouront War Memorial Sun Life Stodivm
11 om, Info.; 954-987-8827 Tie.; 305-622-8043
/ BINGD Jozz on the Squose Riverwalk Urbon Market
22 Southpaint’s North Lounge 23 The Vills Sq@me 24 777 SW nd e,
(3400 Galt Ocean Dr), 7 p.m. : Bamfolpm
55, /person foe 3 boonts gt oo 9542989607
qu g4 N
Info.: $54-774-5052
Palm Beach Int| Baat Show $1m||||g Perkins Exhibst
¢ Lopez (Theough 3,/25) h 3/30)
Hard Rock Live {n the Introconstal Waberwoy Erm-m Art Guild
Tix.: mhurdrn-ﬂ:lh-ehnlhwmd‘ll com Tix: www showmanagement.com Tic.: 954-537-3370
Jnzz on the Squose Riverwolk Urhan Market
Southpoint’s Hoeh luungr: The 'i'||lu Gille 227 SW Znd Ave,
29 mﬂﬂlm;m Oceon D), 7 p.m. 30 Commescial Bhd. F. Mh 3 1 Bom. fol pm

55 /person for 3 boards

Disney On lee: Toy Story 3

Info.; 954-298-5607

: [th;ﬁ.igf:;{ 1}r 17th mﬂl H'FF'EE 4 [ulmmﬁl.rSEelebmﬂnn i Flgﬁuﬂ[]erh'.l te
nnkAflontic Center m of Discovery iBnE sireom acin msing
Tin.: 954-8357000 Tiw.: 9547130954 Imfo.: 954-454-/000
BINGO bazz on the Square Riverwolk Urban Morket
Soathpoint’s North Lounge The Viloge Grille 227 W 2nd Ave.
5 (3400 ﬁuﬁkeun Dr), 7 p.m. 6 Commerciod Blvd. & ATA Som.tolpm
5 /person for 3 boords 7pm Info.: 954-298-5607
Foirchild Moonlight Tour Orchiid Show and Sole
Faichid Tropicol Goxden West Palm Beach Anfiques Festivol " (Thiough 4/8)

630w

Amesicroft Expo Uenter

Flamingo Gardens, 9:30 o.m. to 4:30 p.m,

|mu._m.1mhiﬁ@.dm.ug Info.. F41-677-1475 T 954-71 30954
o | it i i et
Southpeant's Neath L g Vilbage b 'nd Ave:
1208 0m e | 13 cmecaswzin | 14 Bomwlgm
55/ pessan for 3 boards Tpm [ ?51298560?

2red on 2nd Thursdays Block Party
200 Black SW Znd Street

5t 7 pm.
Irfo.: 9544481541

The Fort Louderdale Bus Loop
300 SW Ind Sheet
G011 pm,

Info.: 954-200-6194

Red Bull Condaln

Huizenga Plaza

JARCH 79 - A B: New Times 15th Annul Original Beerfes, Huizenga

Plazo, 7 pm. & 8 pm., Tix: 9544 EE—I}Eﬂ

MARCH 31: Girrgue Dreams Presents Pop Goes the Rock, Hard Rock Live, Tee: 954-327-7504

MARCH 31 - gl 12 2nd Sanwal CityPlace At Foir West Palm Beach, 10 a.m. bo 5 p.m,, Infa.; 954-472-3755
APRIL 10 Voo Holen, BenkAtiangic Center, Tie.: 954-835-7000
First Saturdoy of every Month: Beach Cleonup, Commergiol Bhvd & the Beoch LBTS, % to 9:30 o.m., Info.; ww|bts.com
Wednesdays: Yoga in the Garden, Bonnett House, 8 fo § o.m., Info.; 954-563-5393 ext. 137

Tuesdoys ond Thursdays: Yoga with Al Hecht, Esplonods Pok, 6:30 p.m, Info.: 954-732-0517

Mondoys and Wednesdays: Cardio Mix with Josh Hecht, Esplonode Park, &:30p.m., Info.: 954-73240517

Sundays: Tourthe River Ghost Tour, Stanchon Howse & Water Tod, 7:30 pm, Tie: 954-524-4736

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

| |I 10
ThE Hululcu
The MaiKoi Restourant, Bohia Cabana & Bahia Mar
Tix.: www.thehukilou.com /201 2 /tickets
Arill 20
17th Annual las Olas Wine and Food Festival

los Olas Boulevord, Fort Llouderdale

ladies, let's Go Fishing Weekend Seminar

LT. Parker Community Center, Dania Beach

Fri; Networking Reception & 1o 8 p.m.; 5at 8 a.m. 1o 4:30 p.m.
Info.: 954-4759068

APT AU - 24

Pompano Beach Seafood Festival

Comer of Atlantic Boulevard ond A1A

Fi: 510 10 pim., Sat: 10 a.m. o 10 [, Sun:11a.m; ko
Into.: 954-47 59068

B pim.

April 28 - 29
louderdale Air Show

Fart louderdale Beach, 12 o 4 p.m

fo.; www louderdaleairshow.com

In

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF
EVENTS, GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM
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West...Continued

POLITICS OR POLICY?

By Congressman Allen B, West
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In Movember 2010, | was elected to represent the constituents of Flerida’s 22nd
Congressional District. Along with others of my Freshman class, | was sent to Capital
Hill on the wave of discontent sweeping our nation regarding the failure of those in
our Nation's Capital to adhere to our constitutional principles. | was sent fo address
our inability to rein in wasteful spending, spiraling cﬁebt and deficit, and provide the
courage fo tackle the critical reforms that must be made to protect and preserve
Medicare and Social Security.

In January 2011, | again reaffirmed the oath | tock 22 vears ago as a young Sec
ond Lieutenant in the United States Army to support and defend our Constitution and
this nation, and the standards | carried onto this batilefield of ideas were the same
that | have always carried: conviction, character, integrity and a patrictic love for
this country. Unfortunately, there are not many in Wﬂgﬁngmn, D.C. who carry those
standards, as the events of the last few days of 2011 have demonstrated. | stand
with my fellow Americans who are disgusted and disappointed by the absurd politi-
cal machinations we have just witnessed with the passage of IhisTudicrous two-
month extension of the payroll tax cut, unemployment benefits and sustained growth
rate (SGR) for Medicare providers.

How anyone can attempt to defend this decision as the proper and intelligent way to
implement policy is beyond me. However, this decision exposes a far great systemic
problem on Capital Hill, and indeed America.

Along with the United States Senate’s inability to pass a budget in nearly 1,000
days - lereing the passage of numerous Continuing Resolutions simply to keep the
Federal Government sputtering along—not to mention the refusal of Senate Majority
leader Harry Reid to consider the nearly 30 bills already passed by the House of
Representatives designed to stimulate i::Ls and economic growth, this iwo-month ex-
tension, and the ridiculous dance carried out by the negotiators, exposes clearly the
political dysfunction paralyzing our country.

Furthermore, this political dystunction is representative of o societal dystunction en-
hanced by manipulative demagoguery promoted by a complicit media. The United
States of America is of a critical erossroads in its young history. We are facing enor-
mous chcl”ﬂnges both within and without.

Kevin Songer

(954) 566-3882

SECRETARY
ern ] HCFIE!
(954) 561-2965

ADVISORY BOARD

Colleen Kelly

The Federal debt has swollen to over $15 frillion, with three straight years of trillion-
dollar-plus deficits. Our government must borrow 42 cents of every dollar it spends.
Without critical reforms, our Medicare and Social Security programs will be bank-
rupt wirzin 15 years. Nearly 49 percent of Americans are on some form of govern-
ment aid,

As v in 2012, Iran contin n its shak rse of iring nuclear : ;
s we begin 2012, Iran confinues on its stated course of acqui uclea Jim Abruzzing

weapons. Iraq is imploding before our eyes. Egypt is falling to radical Islamists.

The tuture of North Kerea is uncertain and unselfﬁng. Yet with all of this facing our
nation, is the best we can offer our citizens a pathetic two-month extension of payroll
tax recduction and unemployment benefits? The House of ReI::resenrmives passed a
one-year extension. We sent that bill to the Senate - after all, it is what President

Obama and Majority Lleader Reid asked for.

But clearly the President and Senate Majority Leader are not really interested in
doing what is right for the country and we, the people. Americans are locking for
certainty and confidence in the American economy and this limited extension deliv-
erT n:éiher. The insane Kabuki dance will continue as another problem remains unre-
solved.

Our nation is desperately seeking leadership in our Nation's Capital, not crisis man-
agement, and these elected officials continue to demonsirate, again and again, that
they are incapable of leading.

This two-month extension is just another instance of political antics triumphing over
policy and principle. It again demonstrates that incompetence and inepiness clothed
in election-cycle sound bites win over common sense and problem-salving.

Men and women of principle are becoming a dying breed in this Republic, sadly

hastening the decline and eventual demise of these United States of America. | will
not allow that to hoppen. *

*EGAD! - [editor]*
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Welcoming you
to the Galt
since 1983.

Our Commitment to Excellence Speaks for Itself.
Visit our NEW Professional Offices at 3432 N. Ocean Boulevard.
* 80 Agents @ International Cash Buyers e Multi-Lingual Agents

* In-house Attorney & Mortgage Lender @ A leader in the real estate community
® The #1 Real Estate Company since 1983 with the best deals on Galt Ocean Mile

Atlantic Properties International is seeking professional real estate agents.
We offer generous commission splits, company insurance benefits and more. Call for details.

PROPERTIES INTERNATIONAL

Globally connected. Locally respected. Carl 5. Marzola, President, CIPS, CRS, CRB

An ocean apart from all others in world-class Residential & Commercial Real Estate services.

www.Atlantic-Props.com | 954.564.8182 | US & Canada: 800.991.9230




MOVING?

The UPS Store offers full move jobs.

1007 N. Federal Hwy
Ft. Lauderdale FL 33304
954-764-6245

We pick up, pack, ship, track,
and insure.
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