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Safe Choice for Surgery

Broward Health Imperial Point recently received an ‘A’ in a national Hospital Safety Scores™ by The Leapfrog Group™
which graded hospitals on their ability to keep patients safe from infections, injuries, and medical and medication
errors. That's good to know when deciding on a hospital for your surgery. With the resources of Broward's largest

health system and the highest level of patient safety, Broward Health Imperial Point is a smart, safe choice.

To find a physician, call 954.759.7400 or visit BrowardHealth.org/physicians.

Surgical Services
Inpatient « Qutpatient HDSFHAL |BhI419EwRA|IiDL HPE(?ILEtI!

Minimally Invasive « Robotic

The [Leapireg] Hespital Safety Score™ grades hospitals on data relsted to how safe they are for patients. For more information, visit HospitalSafetyScore org,



Bettinger Financial Advisors, Inc.
Presents:
FREE DESSERT & INFORMATION SERIES

Meet Marc Bettinger at an informal gathering including coffee and dessert to learn how
he manages investments for individuals based on their risk tolerance and objectives for
Income, Growth and Safety.

Il Lugano Suite Hotel
3333 NE 32" Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308

7:00pm Wednesday, November 28", 2012
7:00pm Tuesday, December 4™, 2012
7:00pm Tuesday, December 117, 2012

7:00pm Tuesday, December 18™, 2012
Please RSVP to 954-732-1776 or marc@bettingerfinancialadvisors.com

Bettinger Financial Advisors, Inc.
Parkland, Florida

Your own professional money manager

Investment strategies tailored to your unique situation

Personal attention, easy accessibility and frequent communication

Plans for protection of your family’s wealth

Easy-to-understand ideas for income, growth and asset protection

Portfolio designs of well diversified, low expense and tax advantaged securities

Marc Bettinger, President of Bettinger Financial Advisors, Inc., graduated Columbia
Business School with an MBA and built a successful career over 15 years as a Research
Analyst following many companies in various industries. In 2007, he was ranked as the
#1 stock picker in the Specialty Retail industry by Forbes.com/StarMine. The result is a
keen analytical thought process that focuses on risk and reward, market psychology and
security valuation based on information about people, history, psychology, investments,
markets, economics and politics.

www.bettingerfinancialadvisors.com

Advisory Services are provided through Creative Financial Designs, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser, and Securities are
offered through cfd Investments, Inc., a Registered Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC, 2704 South Goyer Road, Kokomo, IN
46902 (765) 453-9600. Bettinger Financial Advisors, Inc. is not owned or controlled by the CFD companies.



mailto:marc@bettingerfinancialadvisors.com
http://www.bettingerfinancialadvisors.com/
http://www.creativefinancialdesigns.com/
http://www.cfdinvestments.com/
http://www.finra.org/
http://www.sipc.org/

The Famous Sund;ﬁ' |

Dockside Brunch Buffet
ISBACK ¢ 92995

from10am - 2pm

Featuring Shooters Brunch Favorites
and a Steel Drummer on the Water

Go to www.ShootersCafe.com or call 954-566-2855
for more details and reservations for all parties - small or lar_ge

Shooters is Located on the corner of the
Oakland Park Blvd. Bridge and
the Intracoastal Waterway

_ .

Easy Parking for Shooters, the beach,
and the Water Taxi

Bring this ad during Sunday Brunch
for a Complimentary Mimosa

$.5 TSR $7 I, ¥,
Screwdriverst & _weBloodysMarys S
Served with Sunday Brunch'

Under NEW Management

Fesinne ; Oakland Park Blvd. & The Intracoastal ’l g] keShaoterl

[ ,‘a! { 3033 NE 32nd Ave. Fort Lauderdale }) ‘—_
w | | |2 954-566-2855 | shooterscafe.com f Shooters Bootlegger Fort Lauderdale

*One per customer per day - must purchase sunday brunch buffet - not valid with any other offers, discounts, or promotions - valid through November 30, 2012
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By Eric Barkowitz

The Process
Of the five meﬂ'mddcgies available to amend the Flerida
Consfitution, citizen initiafive pefitions and legislative Joint
Resolutions [SJR, HIR) are the most common, %‘v’hen
stonewalled by lawmakers, citizens can place an amend-
ment on the ballot by collecting petition signatures equal in
number to 8% of the votes cast in the last Presidential elec-
tion and sourced from at least one-half of the State’s Con-
ressional Districts. In the November 2010 election, 63% of
the vaters successfully used this format to fit the Flerida Con-
stitution with new registrfcting standards that I'EPIIEIDE'EI neur|y
two centuries of cultural reassignment, racial gerryrnunder-
ing and partisan vote dilution with district lines based on
factors unrelated to party and incumbency.

Other vehicles for placing amendments on the ballot are a
Conslitutional Convention, a Consfitutional Revision Commis-
sion and the Taxation and Budget Reform Committee. If ulp-
proved by a simple majority in an election, voters can call a
Constitutional Convention to consider and propose amend-
ments. The Constitutional Revision Commission is comprised
of the State Attorney General, 15 members selected by the
Governor of Florida, 9 each by the Statehouse Speaker and
Senate President and 3 by the Chief Justice of the Florida
Supreme Court. The 37-member panel meets every 20 years
(last in 1997) to consider and propose amendments.

Created in 2007 to adapt tax sirategies to the deepening re-
cession and also convened every 20 years, Taxation unc?
Budget Commission meetings are staggered with those of
the Constitutional Revision Eﬂmmissiﬂn, providing a reliable
opportunity to amend the Florida Constitution every 10
years. Of the 25-member Commission, which includes no sit-
ting lawmakers, 11 are selected by the Governer, 7 each by
the Statehouse Speaker and Senate President, who alse
each select 2 |thislamrs (one from each side of the aisle) to
serve as “ex officio” members,

Vengeance

Since many Florida Legislators view constitutional dictums as
personal playthings, the reforms in Amendments 5 and &
drove many incredulous elected officials into a blended state
of apoplexy and depression. No longer able to preselect
who could vote in the districts where they planned fo run,
politicians were suddenly forced to leave election outcomes
fo voters, often for the first time in their public service ca-
reers. While Dufmgad lawmakers CDITIP'EIinEd |:|ni1'hari:,-r about
a process that allowed ordinary people to mess with their
career paths by leveling long-twisted playing fields, legisla-
tive leaders explored plans to give the arregant public a
taste of its own medicine.

islators cobbled together several

This year, Republican |
y collapsed under Committee Re-

failed bills that repeat

CONST
UNK

TUTIONAL
YARD

Proposed Amendments
on the 2012 Florida Ballot

view or public scrutiny. Using partisan pressure to eke out a two-thirds maioril-r;
in both houses, they prepared 11 Joint Resolutions for ballot eligibility. Since the
legislative ballot process involves negligible public participation, politicians
could promote or support openly anathematic issues with ||:;I‘r|E| fear of political
reprisal or constituent backlash. Few voters would check to see which officials
created the amendments, much less who voted for them.

To shield highly controversial amendments from suffering the same fatal public
scrufiny that buried the snake-bit bills from which they were sourced, they were
added to a fistful of sympathetic yet poorly timed tax exemptions and a few
amendments so fatuous that Constitutional watchdogs on both sides of the aisle
concede them as “filler”, Purnp'lng out almeost a dozen gurru|mr5 amendments
would insure that impatient voters would tick off “yes” or “no” based on little
more than a deliberately misleading ballot title.

Since you will doubtless be preoccupied with selecting a President, a U.5. Sena-
tor, a Congressperson, o Florida Senator, o Statehouse Representative and
some Judges when finally faced with a ballot, by reading the following sum-
mary, you'll be able to whiz through the 11 prospective changes to Florida’s
Constitution — without inadvertently emptying your wallet.

Confinued an poge &

Trimming o litle fot from e Consfitution,
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Junkyard... Continyed

Amendment 1: Health Care Services

Amendment 1 seeks to prohibit the government from requiring individu-
als or employers to purchase health insurance. (SR 2 — sponsored in
2011 by Sen. Mike Haridopolos, R-Merritt Island, and Rep. Scott
Plaken, R-longwoaod)

Since the U.S. Supreme Court on June 28, 2012, upheld the constitu-
tionality of the “individual mandate” [i.e. ObamaCare), passage or de-
teat of this amendment will have no impact on the Florida Constitution.
When federal and state laws conlflict, the Supremacy Clause of the U.5.
Constitution affirms the federal government as “supreme law of the
land,” relegating Amendment 1 to a partisan dog and pony show.

By the way, Florida has the second highest rate (24%) of uninsured citi-
zens in the United States. That's citizens — not undocumented workers
(“illegals”). When taken ill, the emergency rooms they turn to for treat-
ment cost an average $1318 per visit. If insured, the same treatment in
a doctor’s office costs an average $188 per visit. Either way, we pick
up the tab.

Amendment 2: Veterans Disobled Due to Combat Injury; Homestead Property

Tax Discount

Amendment 2 would provide disabled veterans who were not Florida
residents prior fo entering military service with a discount on their prop-
erty taxes. A 2006 amendment that provides the exemption fo veterans
who lived in Florida prior to joining the military would ga Bxpundad to
those who moved here later in life. If passed, rh}:is amendment would cost
local governments $15 million over the first three years of implementa-
tion. [SJR 592 - sponsored by Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton, and Rep.
Doug Holder, R-Sarasota)

This is the first of five amendments constructed around the same formula
- disparate groups of sympathetic homeowners are fitted with an assort-
ment of property tax exemptions. Since local governments burned
through their reserves in the past few years and have already cut serv-

Providing Healthcare
in Our Community Since 1993

i fam,

» Electronic Health Records

= Preventative Heslth Screening & Physicals

= Management of Chronic Diseases such as Disbetes,
Elevated Chaolesterol & Hypertension

# EKG, Immunizations & Flu-shots

# Health & Risk Education

* 24-Hour On-Call Physician

We accept most major insurance plans
[including Medicare, HMDs & PPOs) & private pay

ices to the bone, there is no more “low hanging fruit” available to
offset deficits. For those amendments that tug on your heart strings,
you must decide whether you want to pay for them belore casting
your vole, Although everyone appreciates our veterans, while we
are forced to close parks and |i§ruries may not be the best time to
invite them here from all over the country and subsidize their living
expenses. YOU will pay the tax burden created by the shortfall.

Amendment 3: State Government Revenue Limitation

Amendment 3 would base an annual state revenue limit on a for-
mula that considers population growth and inflation instead of the
current method that uses personal income to calculate the revenue
limit. While this alternotive cap would supposedly lower revenues,
it comes with a builtin set of legislative loophales that exempt cer-
tain revenue streams or completely circumvent the cap — defeating
the amendment's objective. Rejected in many states across the
country, the ﬂl‘ll:f state where this schiz{:phranic formula was impha-
mented is Culorucfo, where lawmakers were later forced o dump
the restrictions when they threatened essential public services such
as health care, transportation and education. Economists agree that
the formula is inherently unworkable because it precludes the State
from funding new growth. However, it's perfect if the objective is
simply to crowd the ballot with junk amendments. [SIR 958 — spon-
sored in 2011 by Sen. Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort Llauderdale, an
Rep. Steve Precourt, R-Orlando)

Amendment 4: Property Tax Limitations; Property Value Dedine; Reduction for
Non-homestead Assessment Increases; Delay of !:Imlnla& Repeal
Amendment 4 would reduce the maximum annual increase in tax-
able valve of norn-homestead properties from 10 percent to 5 per-
cent; provide an extra homestead exemption for firsttime home
buyers; allow lawmakers to prohibit assessment increases for prop-
erfies with decreasing market values. (HIR 381 - sponsored in
2011 by Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, and Rep. Chris
Dorwaorth, R-lake Mary)

Mo amendment more dramatically demonstrates the zero-sum na-
ture of tax policy. Revenues lost to local governments by lowering
the cap tor nor-resident property owners [snowbirds), landlords
and businesses from 10% to 5% will frigger a sizable tax increase
or serious service cuts,

Of far greater consequence is a startlingly generous additional ex-
emption (up fo $150,000 added to the existing $50,000 home-
stead exﬂmpﬁon] for anyone who hadn't uppﬁed for a homestead
exemption in the prior ?}reurs. The exemption would equal 50% of
the median just value of a property and cﬁminish by 20%:6 each

ear over a five year period. However, instead of aftracting more
irst time home buyers, Bob Wolfe of the Broward Pmperr)i Ap-
praiser’s Office warned that unscrupulous speculators could easily
milk the poorly drafted freebie by making acquisitions in the names
of unpropertied family members. Intimately familiar with the kind of
regulatory language that invites tax fraud, Wolfe laments the deci-
sion by lawmakers to m|.11:|ra:§r1}-r the Constitution with obtuse pigcemau|
tax pg(jcie.-s instead of making balanced statutory changes to the
tax code.

Generally misconstrued as an eerie glitch in the tax code, despite
plunging valuations, thousands of properties (71,000 in Broward
this year) were tagged with miniscule tax increases resulfing from
the statutory “Save our Homes"” [SOH|] Recapture Rule, which this
amendment would eliminate. As expressed by Wolle, this reason-
able change was added to sweeten the walletcrushing parts of this
amendment.

Buried in this Rube Goldberg exemption grab bag is an embarrass-
ingly fat tax increase. While zapping the Recapture Rule may only
cost a few $million in revenues, IEE amendment’s other major give-
aways will add over $1.7 billion to local government deficits within
four years, forcing up local millage [tax) rates or cuts to critical
SErvices.

(ontinued an page 7
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Junkyard...Continued

Amendment 5: State Courts
Amendment 5 would provide the Senate with approval power
over Supreme Court justices appointed by the Governor; gives
lowmakers power to change rules gmrninghthe court system by
a simple muiorih_.r in both houses instead of the current 2,/3 major-
ity; enables lawmakers to repeal Judicial Mominating Commission
and Judicial Qualifications (?Gmmissicrn rules b)ll a majority of
those |egi5|c|tcrrs "present” instead of an actual egisk:five major-
ity; direct the Judicial Qualifications Commission, which investi-
ates judicial misconduct complaints, to make its files available to
the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives whether or
not the request is specifically related to impeachment considera-
tion. [HIR 7111 - sponsored in 2011 by House and Senate Judi-
ciary Committees, and Rep. Eric Eisnaugle, R-Orlando)

This is a baldface attempt to make Florida's Judiciary subservient
to its Legislature, fﬂTﬂ“}f skewing the traditional balance of power.
Atlhcugi the U.5. Senate confirms Supreme Court nominees, fed-
eral justices receive lifetime appointments. Since state justices are
subject to merit refention votes, requiring Senate approval simply
erodes Judiciary independence and Executive appointment pow-
ers,

Cropping the current| requirad two-thirds majorify to r&peu! court
rules adopted by the g’rme Supreme Court to a simple majority
will empower a muiﬂrifg{ poliical party to unilaterally engineer
control over the courts. This amendment is actually a summary of
screwball changes filed in 2011 by House Speaker Dean Cannen
[R-Winter Park), who originally proposed adding three justices to
the Supreme Court and then split the court into two five-member
panels, respectively hearing criminal and civil cases. Cannon saw
no problem with Florida being the only state without a viable Judi-
ciary. The Chief Justice could always sell fajitas in the gallery.

.lmend';eli &: Prohibition on Public Funding of Abortions; Construction of Abor-
tion Rights

Amendment 6 would make the existing federal ban on public
funding for mast abortions part of the state constitution. It would
narrow the scope of a state privacy law that is sometimes used in

Florida to challenge abortion laws. [HIR 1179 - sponsored in
2011 I Sen. Anitere Flores, R-Miami, and Rep. Dennis Baxley,
R-Crcala

Whether or not one agrees with the federal law that affirms the
reproductive rights of women, this attempt to thwart established
low by submarining a 1980 voter mandated privacy rights consti-
tutional protection is o dangerous slippery slope. Although Spon-
sor Rep. Dennis Baxley stated that he was primarily concerned
about the cost of taxpayerfunded abortions, he spent more on
one ad explaining the amendment than the total fgad.éﬂ paid
for abertions with tax dollars in fiscal year 2009-10. Being forced
to sacrifice EDnSﬁh.lﬁDl‘lﬂ”}I' uumn!ee:rrights to ﬁght terrorism is a
tough ﬁi” to swallow. Sacrificing those rights in order to monkey
wrench legal abortions borders on the rigiv:ulcus.

Amendment B: Religious Freedom (Originolly known as Amendment 7 until o
hrl challenge forced the Attorney General to redraft the ballot longuage, after
which it was reinstated on the ballot as Amendment 8 — thereby accounting for
the mysterious absence of an Amendment 7.)

Amendment 8 would remove the prohibition in Florida’s Constitu-
tion that prevents religious institutions from receiving taxpayer
funding. [HIR 1471 - sponsored in 2011 by Sen. 'ﬁmd Altman,
R-Melbourne, Rep. Scott Plakon, R-longwood, and Rep. Steve Pre-
court, R-Dr[undnf

Previously removed from the 2008 ballot, Amendment 8 would
eliminate a long-established tenet underscoring the separation of
church and state, the constitutional pillar upen which the Coun-
try's “Founding Fathers” grounded religious freedom. By reversing

a 126-year old prohibition against Florida lawmakers using tax dollars
to fund institutions that propagate their personal religious beliefs — law-
makers map a slippery slope to a de facto “Theocracy”. Claims that de-
serving institutions that provide valuable social or healthcare services
are urﬂuirfy deprived canubhc funding are bogus, since many nonprofit
organizations affiliated with religious groups [i.e. Catholic Charities) al-
ready receive public fundin unger the current law - provided they do
not promate their religion. Using language from failed voucher bills,
lawmakers plan this as a thinly veiled vehicle for diverting public educa-
tion funds to private schools that espouse and promate the lawmaker's
own religious beliefs. Naming the Amendment “Religious Freedom” is
roughly akin to the congressional deregulation bills that siripped away
air and water quality standards while cynically entitled “The Clean Air
Act” and “Saving our Waterways Act.” The cherry on top of this
wingding is an enigmatic absence of accountability. A $50,000 alloca-
tion to the Messianic Tabernacle of the Hairy Eyeball can be used to
stock up on AK-475s — without impact.

Amendment 9: Homestead Property Tax Exemption for Surviving Spouse of Military
Veteran or First Responder
Amendment ¢ would grant a full property tax exemption to the surviving
spouses of miiifury veterans who die while on active du’r}r and to those
of first respenders who die in the line of démg. Since State law alread

ranted this property tax exemption fo eligible military spouses in 1997,
the amendment extends the exemption to the surviving spouses of law
enforcement officers, correctional officers, firefighters, emergency med-
ical technicians and paramedics who die in the line of duty and en-
shrines the benefit in the Florida Constitution. Taxpayers would have to
cough up an additional $600,000 annually ($2.4 million over four

rs) to offset the loss of revenues to local governments

ﬁgﬂ{},ﬂﬂﬂf ear] and schools ($300,000/year). (HIR 93 - sponsored
in 2012 by Sen. Jim Norman, R-Tampa, anﬁep. Shawn Harrison, -
Temple Terrace)

Amendment 10: Tongible Personal Property Tax Exemption

Amendment 10 would double the tangible personal property tax exem
tion and allow local governments to increase the exemption. (HIR mag
— sponsored in 2012 by Sen. Nancy Detert, R-Venice, and Rep. Eric Eis-
naugle, R-Orlando)

While supporters claim that this amendment will provide small busi-
nesses with tax relief and stimulate the economy, opponents |Eer~|,f of
"Supply Side” tactics and a piecemeal approach to tax reform are un-
derstandably concerned about whether these benefits will plump eco-
nomic growth or numbered accounts in the Cayman Islands. The fact is
that State Law already provides for this exemption, and inflafion justifies
a modest increase. While the amendment’s 3-year budget impact of

$61 million lost to local governments is daunting; this may be the only
amendment that stands a gDo-d chance of ha|ping to fuel iub gruwfh and
ultimately pay for itself. Continued on poge 9
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An eclectic group of sleaze bags logged in substantial overtime this summer. Each of the following scams ei-
ther threatened or victimized Galt Milers during the stickiest June through August in years. Thousands of
cash-strapped utility customers were stung by a low-tech nationwide fraud using a hook based on the
weather, the political climate, Facebook and the “allure of the freebie”. Another scam targeted the men and
women who manage our homes, threatening their license and livelihood. The last one, conceived by our
clever Governor, will insure that the State of Florida maintains its squirrelly reputation as the nation’s mort-
gage fraud “Olympian” while the Venice of America perseveres as “Fraud Lauderdale.”

Obama Utility Scam hits South Florida

A new twist on an old sting rE:-l'.:n'z.-rﬂf}‘-r cut a coast fo coast swath of vie-
tims. In late spring, the Better Business Bureau [BBB) issued a nafion-
wide fraud warning about a scam imputing that "President Obama
will pay your ufility bills through a new federal program.” First re-
ported on the BBB websile on June 15th, these Eig ly organized
crooks used fliers, social media and text messages to assert that Pres-
ident Obama sponsored a bailout to relieve the fiscal strain placed
on homeowners by serial heat waves and a siruggling economy.
Upon registering for the program by submitting their social security
and bu?':i routing numbers, consumers received a Federal Reserve
Bank routing number with which they could pay their utility bills
using the company’s automated payment service. OF course - the
routing number was a fake.

Every year, variations of this scam bag a few hundred self-deluded
prayer warriors. This year was different. Exploiting a confluence of
disparate events, the perpefrators tweaked the rru%iﬁond hoax, sig-
nificantly rampin up returns. The early summer heat waves, bloated
utiliﬁ,r hiiis, a flat ining economy and the slime-packed nationwide
campaign tripe PUH‘I-FI-EE' out by Rornne:,r and DEumu supporters
gave the scam teeth. To enhance the scam’s credibility, the crooks
carefully researched standard utility payment protocols. When a
bogus routing number is fed to a power company’s automated pay-
ment service, the utility will inifially acknowledge the kill as paid. 6f
course, when they discover that the account is vapor, the charges are
reinstated.

Unlike similar scams that whuﬂy re|1,r on digih:ll delivary, this was distin-
guished by a complementary human element. While a target commu-
nity is flooded with emails, tweets and Facebook messages about the
fictitious program, agents hired by the scammers go house to house,
handing auﬁeuﬂets and posting I{}rers that encourage potential marks
to register for the non-existent federal credits. Planned with military
precision, scammers moved quickly through a neighborhood. By the
time victims — and the local ufility - learned about the scam, the crooks
were off to a new playing field - often in another state. To frame the
hoax with realistic pdeun:Iiun values, puic[ solicitors wore uh'|i’r'_.r com-
any uniforms. Fast evolving variations of the scam offered similar
credits” to pay cell phone charges, credit card debt and cable televi-
sion bills. Spokesperson Katherine Hult for the Better Business Bureau’s
national office in Washington, D.C. explored the possibility that the se-
licitors who were hired by the crocks were ignorant of their complicity

in a ripoff.

The current incarnation of this fraud seems to have begun in Texas,
when Dallas-based Atmos Energy reported that customers were first
hoodwinked in mid-May. In New Jersey, Public Service Electric & Gas
[PSE&G] later reported that 10,000 customers were stung by the
scam. In early July, 2000 TECO Energy customers in Tampa were

swindled. The grifters also worked communities in North Caroling,
Pennsylvania, Utah, California, Indiana, and multiple jurisdictions in
Mew Englund and Florida. Florida Power & Light spokesman Neil Nis-
san estimated that 30,000 of FPL's 4.5 millicn customers had fallen
victim by Independence Day. Upon learning that their customers were
victimized, alfected utilities added fraud warnings to their autemated
telephone payment systems and customer websites for online bill pay-
ments. To help cushion those already stung, utilities in Tompa and New
Jersey agreed to waive late fees and postpone service interruption.
Other victims may not be as lucky. Thousands of other utility customers
who remain unaware of the rip-oft may first learn about it when their
e|ﬂ~r;rr'|cl'ly is suddenly disconnected. Surprised b}r the scam’s unantici-
pated fraction, TECO spokeswoman Sylvia Wood commented “We
see scams once or twice a year, and a handhul of peap|e fall for them.
But this is crazy.”

Another reason for the scom’s explosive impact was its instant popular-
ity as a social media cherry. Convinced that they were beneficiaries of
a legitimate government grant, victims enthusiastically told family,
friends and neighbors about the easy money. When a reasonably
skBpTiccr| Galt Mile woman who learned about the bogus program
fran a friend's tweet called in the accompanyin bunE routing number
to FP&L, the utility's automated service confirmed her balance due as
zer Overnight, thousands of Facebook pages leatured glowing ac-
counts of Ihe%residenf’s consumer utility buiE:nut. Fooled by the scam’s
wellscripted “hook”, Pro-Romney websites condemned President
Obama for wasting scarce federal resources on “social entiflements.”
Thousands of tweets bore wilness fo the imaginary govemmental
largesse, as duped customers circulated hundreds ng fake routing num-
bers they just fed to FP&L, Metro PCS, Mational Grid in New England,
TECC, sulltﬂ Energy, and dozens of other utility vendors.

Upon receiving an emailed invitation to register, even savvy web-
surfers who ordinarily trash marketing spam were hooked by the
tweeted “success stories”, eagerly joining the fastgrowing list of vic-
tims. Describing how social media ebullience added fuel to the
prospect of gefting a free ride, PSE&G spokeswoman Bonnie Shep-
pr;:r:r:;‘::id ”8nca it morphed into the social media thing, it just kept
getting passed on from friend to friend to friend.”

The scam left three classes of victim in its wake. Marks who “regis-
tered” by handing over their Social Security and Banking data not
anly took a fiscal hit, but must run a painful gauntlet to reclaim their
identity. Although they aren’t at risk tor Identity Thel, those wheo paid
bills with fake routing numbers lifted from Twitter or Facebook pages
may still have to cough up some late fees while recovering from

mildly bruised egos. ﬁddiﬁnnully, victims who misfuken|y?3&|ieve that
!heirLi”s are puid may awaken to a refrigeruh:br filled with rofting

food.
Confinved on poge 10

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 ([



Junkyard....Continued

Amendment 11: Additional Homestead Exemption; Low-Income Seniors Who
Maintain Long-Term Residency on Property; f:u..l to Assessed Value
Amendment 11 would give an Ddcnlicmd property tax exemption to
low-income senicrs who have lived in their home for more than 25

ars. [HIR 169 - sponsored in 2012 by 5en. Rene Garcia, R-
mdeah, and Rep. Jose Cliva, R-Hialeah/Miami)

Seniors who meet income criteria and own homes valued under
$250,000 can fully exempt their properties from all but school
taxes. The Amendment would cost local governments $27.8 million
over 3 years,

Amendment 12: Appointment of Student Body President to Board of Governors of
the State University System

Amendment 12 would change the way the state selects the student
representalive on the state university system’s Board of Governors,
wﬁich oversees the university system. [HIR 931 - sponsored in
2012 by Sen. Bill Montford, D-Apalachicola, and Rep. Matt Gaetz,
R-Shalimar)

The president of the Florida Student Association (FSA) currently
serves on the State University System’s 17-member Board of Gover-
nors. This amendment would create a new council composed of stu-
dent body presidents, and the chair of that council would replace
the current FSA representative on the Board of Governors.

You should be wondering “What in hell is this?” A sour grapes
amendment by Florida State (FSU), since FSU chose not to partici-
pate in the Florida Student Association, creating a new panel will
give it a shot at power. While clearly more appropriate to a cam-
pus fraternity survey sponsored by the Polifical Science Department,
it also serves to clarify that the lawmakers who formulated these

amendments opted to ignore the nature and purpose of a State Con-

stitution.

In Summary

Hoping to maneuver the electorate info endorsing causes that res-
onate with party leaders, our Republican lawmakers buried an evis-
ceration of privacy rights in an anfi-abortion amendment and
mischaracterized an amendment that blots cut the separation be-
tween Church and State as “Religious Freedom”. Since approval of
an anti-"Obamacare” amendment would theoretically place in the
Florida Constitution an endorsement to violate federal law, which is
unconstitutional, it only serves to take @ swing at the incumbent Pres-
idential candidate. Finally, an amendment that provides the Legisla-
ture with additional power over the Judiciary specifically places that
power in the hands of the majority party.

To distract attention from these T|'||::nrr1':,-r ideu|ogicu| blisters, the major-
ity leadership merged them with amendments bloated with tax ex-
emptions for questionably deserving sub—c%mups of highly
sympathetic segments of our population. These giveaways would be
far more appropriate if offered when State und?acnl economies
weren't clawing their way out of a recession. By forcing local gov-
ernments to hand out new or expanded financial gifis to veterans
from other states, landlords, wives of first responders, vacation
homes, seniors, and virrunﬁy anyone that doesn't already have a
homestead exemption, they will also force local public officials to
pay for this by increasing tax rates and transferring the additional fi-
nancial burden to YOU! Alternatively, they could cﬁways close more
parks and libraries.

ToppinF these off with inane amendments creating a new student
council and a spending cap that was either rejected by or failed in
every state where it was considered speaks to the absence of any
fegiﬁrnute reason to affix them in our Constitution, If you are con-
cerned about becoming confused when Finuﬂy h:lcing a ballot filled
with indecipherable F-cﬂiﬁccﬂ doubletalk, simply ask yourself “Do |
want to pay for this?” Make no mistake - you willl*

INJURED? |

 AUTO ACCIDENTS "]‘
e WRONGFUL DEATH -

o SLIP & FALL -

» WORKERS COMP. £
e MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

994-749-3330

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
SE HABLA ESPANOL » NOU PALE KREYOL

| D WBYINd BANK

CommunityAssociation Banking

Landmark Bank, N.A. is proud to offer an alternative to "Big Box” banking.
We provide services 1o condominium and homeowner association communitics,

LOANS
= Programs for renavations, repairs and insurance premium financing
e . .
- — ‘;.l'h“%l 1 - |:l.ll1p terim loans with competitive rales
- e Flex paymend options
"‘E-’J":' Ed = Luives of eredat

DEPOSIT SUITE
= Remaote Deposit Capiure | Check Scanning )
- Cash Managemen
= FC Insurance Coverage

(954) 958-0032

Steve Belmont, VIR steve belmont(@landmarkbankonline.com
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Seam... Confinued

While generally ap-
plicable, PT Barnum's
classic observation
that a sucker is born
every minute doesn’t
explain why so many
people suddenly de-
cided to ignore the
we||-pu|::r|i|::izec| dan-
ers of divul ing
ﬁ'leir Social Security
and Banking data in
return for o month-
long respite from
their utility bills.
Unlike wildly lucra-
five digital fﬁaﬁs
wherein crocks pro-
grummed invasive
computer malware to
strip corporate data-
bases of $billions in
sensitive financial in-
tormation, this low-
tech operation relied
on tactical familiarity
with internet market-
ing strategies, corpo-
rate profocols, large
group dynamics, and
social networking.
Timing the scam to
target utilities during
a heat wave amid a
tough economy was
no accident. By cam-
ouﬂuging a bc:gus
federal entitlement as
a campaign enfice-
ment, the scammers
provided an emi-
nently credible hook.
Hexigh and maokile,
before corporate se-
CUFih‘r’ ar |E|W E-'I'II:CIHZE.'"
ment authorities
could geta fix on
events, the scammers
evaporated overni%hl
ond resurfaced in the
next city or state,
Snopes.com, a web-
site devoted to ex-
posing and
categorizing hoaxes,
credits the scam’s
success to the fact
that “It seems to
work,” referring to
the payment confir-
mations offered b
utilities after in{tinrly
processing a cus-
tomer's foke check
routing number. They
also olfer examples
of the secial media
entries that helped
turn a mildly destruc-
tive scam info a no-

10

tionwide blight. What seems to most tantalize fraud “editorialists” is the carefully scripted human element - the de-
cision to seal the deal with door to door dupes.

Concerned that scam victims who read their website muﬁ suffer from denial, after ::lF'Firming the existence of gov-
ernment programs that assist low-income households with their utility bills, Snores.com bursts the balloon, “There
is no government program that provides blanket grants to cover everyone's utility bills in full for a whole month.”

Galt Mile CAM Manogers Placed on Alert

On October &, Community Advocacy Netwark [CAMN) Executive Director Donna Berger emailed an alert to Galt

Mile Associations. The popular Association Aftorney’s notice was reprinted from the Department of Business and

Professional Regulation [DBPR) website. Evidently, another group of moderately ambiticus scammers are targeting
State of Florida license holders. On the Galt Mile, that means the men and women who oversee the daily opera-
tion of our homes — Community Association Managers. As compared to the well-ciled Obama hoax, this soggy

donut borders on the insipid.

An unsolicited email which appears to be from the Department warns of some pending disciplinary action against
license holders. The email directs the recipient to “call @ Department investigator at a tollfree number and provide
Fersanql identification information.” One local property manager said “Since trained managers are familiar with
dentity Theft, | seriously doubt they found many victims, especially clunpgkthe Galt Mile. Frankly, anyone who falls
for this transparent scam isn't qualified to manage an Association.” DBPR Secretary Ken Lawson isn't so sure. He
circulated the warning to hundreds of companies and advocacy organizations representing scores of fields Ii-
censed by the Agency.

Continued on page 11

COPPOLA DAYSY CURRY
95 1193

@floridamoves.com Daysy.curry@floridamoves.com

2400 E.CofiffercialBl. Suite 101, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33308

OUR RECENT ACTIVITY

ACTIVE 3550 Galt Ocean Dr. # 1403 1/1  $369,000 Beautifully Renovated.
ACTIVE 3430 Galt Ocean Dr. #309  2/2  $349,000 South facing & Spacious .
SOLD 3430 Galt Ocean Dr. # 607 3/2  $590,000 SE Corner Direct Ocean.
SOLD 3430 Galt Ocean Dr. #1701  2/2  $358,000 NW Corner
SOLD 3750 Galt Ocean Dr. #511  3/2  $470,000 NE Corner
SOLD 3750 Galt Ocean Dr. # 307 2/2  $318,000 NW Corner
SOLD 4300 N Ocean Blvd. # 166G 22 $340,000 Spacious Interior Unit.
SOLD 3430 Galt Ocean Dr. # 612 2/2  $397,000 Remodeled to Perfection
PENDING 3850 Galt Ocean Dr. # 1701  2/2  $569,900 SE Corner Direct Ocean
PENDING 4100 Galt Ocean Dr. # 1005  2/2  $330,000 South facing & Spacious.

SUCCESSFULLY SELLING GALT OCEAN MILE REAL ESTATE
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Scom....Confinued

Tom Grady — The Noples Hotchet

It shouldn't come as a surprise that Florida leads the nation in mort-
EL':’QE fraud. Incredibly, Florida Gevernor Rick Scott decided to address
the state’s blackened reputation by decimating the state agency that
fights mortgage fraud. gn August 2, 2011, Governor Scot strolled
down the block from his Naples home to visit neighbor Tom Grady, a
millionaire securities lowyer and stockbroker who served in the Florida
House from 2008 to 2010. A few days later, Scott named Grady
Commissioner of the OHice of Financial Regulation [OFR) with march-
ing orders to gut the Agency.

Two weeks later, Grady praised an investigator in the agency’s Pen-
sacola office who helpva:jj crack a $3 million mortgage fraud scheme.
After telling reporters “Thanks to (her] leadership, the OFR is doing its
part to put bad guys behind bars,” Grady closed the Pensacola G%iﬂ&
at 4900 Bayou Boulevard and gave her the boot. In short order,
Grady canned 81 other OFR investigators and support personnel
while closing regional offices in Fort Myers, Jacksonville, Pensaccla
and Fort Lauderdale. Ironically, the Venice of America has served as
ground zero to so many financial scams that it has long been known
to State and Federal investigators as “Fraud Lauderdale”

Grady wasn't finished neutering the State’s primary bastion against fis-
cal fraud. Seeking to groom his future replacement at the Agency,
Grady dumped a veteran Division Director and installed Greg Hila, a
Maples Chiropractor turned Real Estate Agent and one of Scott's galf-
ing buddies. Eince state law mandates that the OFR commissioner
have some minimal experience with securities and finance, when
Grady left OFR, the Financial Services Commission barred Hila from
filling his shoes. Instead, former Financial Institutions Director Linda
Charity was named Interim Commissioner. The fact that this unquali-
fied Chiropractor is currently the Agency’s Deputy Commissioner is an
inside joke in Tallahassee.

With a 515.l1.-renz.-|1;|-r cripp|Ec| regioncﬂ outreach and amateurs |l:::ryc|| to the
Governor managing damage control in Tallahassee, Grady needed a
dog and pony sﬁow. He would replace the ousted enforcement profes-
sionals with an allvolunteer panel of securities attorneys and charge
them with detecting securities fravd. In a news release, Grady sai

that these private sector lawyers would be “our eyes and ears through-
out the state ... to help put bad guys behind bars and help good guys
succeed,” To cochair the panel, Grady nomed Tampa Attorney Peter
King and Scott Link, a partner in the West Palm Beach law firm of Ack-
erman, Link & Sartory. Asked how they would find and thwart mert-
gage fraud, Link Expruined, “We're not regulators and can only refer
malters to state regulators - not investigate, subpoena or arrest any-
one.” In short, the panel is window dressing.

Alfter King and Link recruited 12 colleagues, on March 2, 2012,

Grady announced the formation of his 14-member “Advisory Coun-
cil.” Other than some telephone contacts, the panel has never met.
When apprised of Grady's amateur fraud-busters, independent Miami
banking analyst Ken Thomas commented “This is unbelievable. Grady
is going fo use lawyers to be his eyes and ears on the ground? What
de you do if one of his eyes and ears is representing Rothstein, Madoff
or gmnfurd [convicted legendary scam artists Scott Rothstein, Bernard
"Bernie” Madolf and Allen Srun?’ord}ﬂ"

Thomas was referring to “Attorney-Client Privilege”, a legal concept
that protects certain communications between clients and their attor-
neys and keeps those communications confidential. A crock need only
hire one of the private-sector Attarneys on the Advisory Council to pre-
clude them from sharing privileged evidence of guilt, thereby turning
the Office of Financial Regulation into a getoutoljailfres card. Satis-
fied that the dismantled Agency could no lenger threaten “entrepre-
neurs” like Rothstein, Scott asked Grady to do a repeat performance
at Citizens Insurance. Four days after announcin rF!:e bogus Advisory
Council, Grady was named interim President at Citizens.

Confinued on poge 12

Discover the next big thing in art.

Broward Art Guild

LD LT L RGN DI el @ Artists @ Community @ Collectors

Upcoming Events:

Small Works Exhibit

Opening Reception:

Saturday December 1st from 6:30-9:00pm
Special Brunch Reception:

Sunday, Dec. 9th from 11:00am-2:00pm
On exhibit Nov. 28th - Dec. 21st

Winter Open-Theme Exhibit
Opening Reception:
Saturday, January 5th from 6:30-8:00pm

Special Brunch Reception:
Sunday, January 13th from 11:00am-2:00pm
On exhibit Dec. 28th 2012 - Jan. 18th 2013

Gallery Hours: Wed-Sat Noon-6pm
3280 NE 32nd Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
954-537-3370
NoBe Art Walk: First Saturdays 7-11pm
www.BrowardArtGuild.org

Your home i where oun hrearf is.
Whather you need round the clock care or just a little assistance,
Responsive Home Health can provide you with
* The highest quality care in the comfort of your home from

a highly experienced team of screened and insured caregivers
* An affcedable plan to meet your unique needs

# Recommended b'f phyysacians, care managers, attormeys,

family and friends
® Froa in-home assessments
Contact us today. See why we are your trusted and reliable
choice for private home health care

Long term insurance accepted

Mention this ad when RE SPON SIVE

you call and receive H {_} \’1 F H F ."‘. [...T I_i
F ur first

MY " RESPONDING WITH CARE SINCE 1994

(954) 486-6440

HHA Licessa 8214150941 www.RespensiveHomeHealth.com
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Alter watching Grady run up $10,000 in travel expenses in five weeks, including stays
in Bermuda and Amelia Island, an embarrassed Citizens Board pink slipped Scoft's gu-
bernatorial hatchet two weeks later, PUBLISHER /ADVERTISING
5EC|:|I'I|:| Studil:r_. LLC
954-292-6553

When Scott first approached Grady about taking a wreckin%buﬂ to the OFR, he had a
2ndstudios@gmail.com

problem. Six years earlier, Grady and Tampa Attorney Guy Burns were hired by the
State Board of Administration [Sgﬁq to sue the New York money management firm Al
liance Capital Management for losing $300 million in State Pension Funds they invested EDITOR

in Enron, the failed energy company. When o iurr found for Alliance, the SBA signed a Eric Peter Berkowitz
pact with Alliance agreeing that neither side would appeal the decision. PRINTER

The UPS Store
954-568-1990

GMCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT & CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL

Pio leraci
[(954) 5619795
VICE PRESIDENT
Eric Peter Berkowitz
(954) 564-4427
TREASURER
Leah Glickfield
(954) 563-1001
DIRECTORS
Ralph Hamaker
(?54) 568-4146
Donna Oppert
(954) 567-2969
Fred Nesbitt
(?54) 564-4329
Andrew Surdovel
(?54) 568-0191

With the action retired by a jury, Grady and Burns billed the SBA for $1.4 million in
guestionable fees for travel uncrbdging, computer research and copier services [as per
coutt documents). The SBA refused to pay the unconscionably excessive fees, citing a
contingency clause in their legal contract requiring a "favorable” coutroom result s?c:nr
payment ot legal services. Five years later, days before the statute of limitations would
expire, the lawyers sued the State.

Since Scoft, CFO leff Atwater and Attorney General Pam Bondi serve as Trustees for the
State Board of Administration; Grady had fo assign his stake in the case to co-plaintiff
Bums to camouflage the conflict and snag the job’s $133,000 salary. Announcing
Grady's appointment, Scott said “He has demonstrated a high shncft;rd of integrity in all
he has done and helds a deep commitment to serving the people of Florida.” He didn't
mention that Grady was also suing the people of Florida.

Grady claimed that no ene would notice the State's erippled enforcement capabilities be-
cause the economic downturn has diminished the number of companies writing mort-
gage loans. A July Report by LexisNexis Risk Solutions confirms that Florida still leads the
nation in moﬁq‘uge fraud, with an increased incidence rate since Grady's depatmental
massacre. Spokesperson Jennifer Butts of LexisNexis commented | Hﬁin( Florida's shut-
down of regional offices goes against the grain,” and prompted the need for “many
other regulators outside Florida fo increase scrutiny.”

To elicit legislative approval tor disemboweling the only State Agency fighting metgage
fraud, Grady told lawmakers that “the number of open investigations has fallen 58 per-
cent since the end of 2010.” The !rir:ka doggie omitted having received 502 fraud com-
plaints in OFR’s fiscal year 2011, up from 416 the year before. Federal investigators,
the BSO and the Broward State Attorney’s Office expressed disbelief and frustration over
the Administration’s willingness to manufacture data in furtherance of a policy that
shields mortgage and securities fraud, crimes that are particularly devastating to
Florida's fixed-income retirees.

SECRETARY
Fern McBride*
(?54) 561-2965

ADVISORY BOARD

Understandably fearful of Administration reprisals, State law enforcement officials walk

on eggshells because of the Governor's personal experience with government fraud in-
vestigators, many of whom were among those recently “downsized” by his axe man.
Rick%coﬂ presided over healthcare goliath Columbia/HCA when the FBI raided his of-
fices in 1997 as part of a Medicare and Medicaid fraud invesfigation. In the largest
case of healthcare fraud in U.5. history, the Justice Department fined Columbia/HCA
$1.7 billion for 14 felonies, while Scoft got a pass for stepping down as Chairman and
CEO. 5ix days before announcing his gubernatorial cc:ncﬁducy, Scott lied to regulators
when deposed in a case investigated by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement
[FDLE) wherein his new company, Selantic Urgent Care centers, defrauded Medicare.
Abter curing the violations with his checkbook, state sleuths were still investigating dis-
crimination charges against Solantic when Scoft slid into the Governor's Mansion and di-
vested the company to New York investment group Welsh, Carson, Anderson & Stowe —
who partnered with healthcare executive Mic?mel Klein to rebrand Solantic as Care-Spot
Express Healthcare and relocate its headquarters to Nashville.

The record number of complaints filed by the SEC in 2011 ranks Florida second behind
Mew York in federal prosecutions of securities and investment fraud while perennially
lopping the list for morigage fraud, identity theft, auto insuronce fraud, Medicare and
Medicaid fraud and meney laundering enforcement actions. Also, the Federal Dodd-
Frank Wall Sireet Reform and Consumer Protection Act raised the invesiment advisor reg-
istrafion requimments from $25 million in accounts to $100 million, placing the onus on
State regulators to monitor money managers handling accounts of up to $100 million.
Afrhougﬁ State and Federal financial regulators who questioned the administration’s ro-
tionale for savaging Flerida's mertgage and securities watchdog have been systemati-
cc|||3,r stonewalled, EIE Governor's mofives are no secret to the zombies that broker powWer
in the State Capitol. In his remake of the film noir classic “Man on Fire,” Denzel Wash
ington remarked, “Revenge is a dish best served cold."»
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NEST FEATHERING 101:
A Primer by the Florida Bar

By Eric Beskowitz

The Florida Supreme Court has delegated to The Florida Bar, as an
official arm of the court, the duty fo investigate and prosecute allega-
tions of unautherized practice of law (UPL). One statewide Standing
Committee on Unlicensed Practice of Law supervises circuit commit-
tees (which investigate reports of unlicensed practice and report their
findings to the statewide standing committes). It also issues formal ad-
visory opinions on whether specitic conduct constitutes the unlicensed

1rn:u.:éli-::»a- of law which are then filed with the Supreme Court of

orida.

On March 28, 2012, Chairman George Mayer of the Real Property,
Probate and Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar [RPPTL Saﬁlion?essnt
a request to the Standing Committee on the Unauthorized Practice of
Law of The Flarida Bar to determine whether certain activities consti-
tute the unauthorized practice of law when performed by Community
Association Managers. Mayer was seeking an update. In 1996, the
Florida Supreme Court affirmed an earlier advisary opinion issued by
the Committee in “The Florida Bar re: Advisory Opinion-Activities of
Community Association Managers, 581 50.2d 1189 [Fla. 1994)."
Since then, Florida Courts have deemed that the following actions - if
undertaken by a licensed CAM Manager - constitute the unautho-
rized practice of law: |) drafting a claim of lien; drafting a satisfac-
tien oﬁien; |} preparing a notice of commencement; dralting a
frequently asked question and answer sheet: preparing amendments
to the declaration, articles of incorporation, or the bylaws; 1) deter-
mining the timing, method and form of giving notices of meetings; IV)
determining the votes necessary for certain actions by community as-
socialions; V) addressing questions asking for the application of a
statute or rule; and V) advising community associations whether a
course of action is authorized y statute or rule. The Court further
identified a “grey area” which involved activities that may or may nof
constitute the practice of law depending upon the relevant facts.

“What's the big deal?” To begin with, UPL is a eriminal offense in the
State of Florida — a misdemeanor of the first degree, which is punish-
able by up to one year in jail and a fine of up to one thousand dol-
lars for each viclation. Additionally, insurance or contractual
indemnification provisions that might ordinarily shield management
pﬁrsunne1 are often ing p|icc+|:}|e to criminal activity. A CAM Man-
ager could alse forfeit the license that puts foed on the table.

Responding to Mayer's request, the Commiltee examined 14 specific
activities for prospective inkractions. Following a June 22, 2012 pub-
lic hearing in Orlando, a phalanx of Community Association adve-
cates, board members and unit owners expressed conflicting
opinions about: the actual findings, the impact on association budg-
ets, and the underlying rulionulegfor this review, given the negligfb?a
abuse reported by the DBPR. Thinly veiled intimations of turf protec-
tion linked all the recorded feedback, as each contributor dip|omc:|ri-
cally danced around a brazen conlflict of interest beclouding the
Committee’s motives.

Community Advocacy Network (CAN) Executive Director Donna
Berger exclaimed that the issues being considered demonstrate o
“real disconnect between what constitutes ‘praciicing low’ and what
constitutes ‘following the law’.” Opposed to creating “an arbitrary or
thy list of activities or decisions” that must have a ?egcﬂ opinion;
erPer said that some of the uﬂﬂrneysFFJruthing these chunges weareg
guilty of “overkill or territorialism.” Mifted by the Committee’s arbi-
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trary decision to hold a single public hearing to elicit input fram
60,000 Cummunir)E Associations thot employ 15,600 CAM Man-
agers in all parts of the state, Community Associations Institute (CAl)
C%CI' Thomas Skiba cynically inquired “What is the basis for these
cogﬁ;&.‘rns and could it be pﬁrceived as simp|',r related to billable hours
and fees?”

Marginalizing complaints about nest feathering, the Committes’s
“oeers” in the Florida Bar's Real Property, Probate and Trust Law
[RPPTL) Section observed "Mo evidence has been presented to sup-
port a conclusion that the cost will be so large as to penalize a com-
munity, especially considering the cost of correcting problems
resulting from the unauthorized practice of law.” Resorting to an up-
ECDIE vErsion GF 1'|"|E nursery SEl"IDGl Enigl’l’lﬂ |"Il know ':,"CIU are hUT Wl"lﬂ'
am |," newly seated RPPTL Chair William Fletcher Belcher reduced the
issue to a sophomoric whizzing contest between managers and
lawyers, announcing "In response to the argument raised by some
that the Section's request is designed to increase our attorney rev-
enues, one might just as easily say that Licensed Community Associo-
fion Managers' comments are mofivated by their own financial
interests.”

Unconcerned about ci\rih'hl,r ar cc:||egic1|i’r'_.r, comments b}r angry Board
members, officers and unit owners were exemplified by East Lake
Woodlands resident Alan F. Gomber - an insulin dependent diabetic
whose condo lost 50% of its value in 4 years — who noted “I'm al-
ready at the point where | have to make a daily decision on whether
to eat or take my medications. And now your manE{grubbing ‘frater-
nity’ wants to hammer us with a policy that will result in further severe
economic hardship. What a joke-hope y'all can sleep well knowing
how much pain and suffering all that extra money in your bank ac-
count is going to bring upon us peons. As William Shakespeare
wrote, 'Kill uﬁi the lawyers-kill ‘em tonight!” AMEN.”

On September 21, 2012, alter vating to submit the final advisor
opinion to the Florida Supreme Court, the Committee waffled, ucrding
that it might later vote to not to submit their handiwerk. During the
meeting, the Committee determined whether a manager performing
each osll the following 14 activities is or is not engaged in the unli-
cednseld practice of law [UPL). They range from the obvious to the
naiculous.

1. Preparation of a certificate of assessments due once the delinquent
account has been turned over to the association’s altorney [commit
tee determined this IS NOT UPL).

2. Preparation of a certificate of assessments due once a foreclosure
against the unit has commenced [committee determined this IS
OT UPL).

3. Preparation of a certificate of assessment due once a member dis-
Fu!es in writing to the association the amount u||Eged as owed

committee determined this 1S NOT UPL).

4, Drafting omendment (and certificates of omendment that are
recorded in the official records) to a declaration of covenants, by-
laws, or articles of incorporation when such documents are to be
voted on by the members [committee determined this |15 UPL).

Continued on page 16
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SUN MON TUE

4 Urban Gourmet Market 5 6 BINGD
1201 E. Los Olos Bhd, Galt Tawers Sociol Room

G am. fod pm. {4250 Galt Deean Drive)

Info.: 9544624144 7:30 p.m.

Info.: Cyndi Songer. 954-563-7268

Sunday Jazz Brunch I’ﬁP‘IO-I-E
Rivenwalk, Dovritown FL Commissioner Baace Roberts:
1om. fo 2 pm Pre-Agendo Meeting Fort Louderdale City Commissian Mesfing
Info.: 954-828-5985 Banch Community Center, & p.m. City Holl, & p.m.
Urhan Gowrmt Markst EINGO
1 1 1201 E. Lus Olos Bhd, 1 2 1 3 Galt Towers Social Room
Fam. todpm {4250 Galt Dceon Drive)

Info.; 954-462-4166 7:30 o.m.
Info. Cyndk Songes: 954-563-?%68

13.1 Holf Marathon & KARHU 5K
START: 178h St near the Corvention Center
FINISH: South Beach Park on ATA
& to 10:30 o.m.

Info.; 305-278-8668

Urban Gourmst Maorket BINGO
1 8 1201 E. Los Olos Bhvd. 1 9 20 Galt Tawers Social Room
% am. lod pm. (4250 Golt Oceon Dive)

Info: 954-462-4166 1:30 pm,
Info.; Cyndi Songer; 954-563- J‘IGE

WED

BINGO
7 Fegency South an' Enﬂm
Info.: Bob Pearimon; 954- 54?4%3

BINGO
1 4 Repency South Purr,l Euurn
Info.: Bah Pearkman: ?54—54?4063

BINGO
21 Regency South Pulfy I-‘.uum
Info.: Bob Pearkman: 954 54?41 [||53

HEI|II1[I]"' FunlusT af Lights
Commissianer Bruce Robarts: , .
Tmmfdi F‘m—_ﬂqgnﬂﬂ Mueﬁw Fost E.ﬂleErdlh {II"‘ Commission M’Eﬂhl’lﬂ
Info.: Whﬂﬂﬂ‘i"@“*”“'hmiﬂm Beach Community Center, & p.m. ity Hall, 6 p.m
T '
Usban Gourmet Mokt BINGD BINGO
25 IEEHHE. ngsn-ﬂlns m_ 26 27 i?hﬁawﬂm%mr? 23 Regency South F'-'"*&' R'-'JMI
h ;
oAb o Ta0pm | oo Bob Pearman: 954 ST
Iinfo.: Cyndi Songes: 954-563- F?BE
Business Education Seminor Series
Developing Partnerships Between
50th Annwal Christmes on Los Olos mall Blshams /shari Hemr:a;
Lins O, Boulevard und Hiring /Buying Lacal
510 10 p.m. War Memarial Aud’ﬂwurrr 1o 8 pm.
L _ Info.: 954-258-8362 Info.; 954-828-4752
Lirhan Gowrmet Morket BINGO BINGO
2 1201 E. Los Olos Bhd, 3 4 Gt Towers Sociol Roam 5 Pegency Sauth Fam.r Rouen
Som. fodpm {4250 Golt Oceon Drive)

Indo: 9544624164 7:30 ]F.rn_
Infa.: Cymdi Sanger; 954-563-7268

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Riverwalk, Dawrtawn FL
11 am, to2pm.
It 9543!&5935

NOVEMEER 9 14th Anewed Riverwof: Get Downtown, Courtyord Plazo of Los Oles, 5 to 8 pm,, Info.; 954448154

NOVEMBER 10; SwompFest & SwampFEAST, 3750 S. Flomingo Road, Davie, 11:30 o.m., Info.: 954-473-2955

NOVEMBER 15: At Walk Los Olas, Los Dlos Bl , 510 % pum., Info.: 954-758-8387

NOVEMBER 15 - 25: 37th Arnnual Broward County Foir, Pembeoke Pines City Center, Info.; 554-922-2774

NOVEMBER 16 - 18: Ft. Louderdale Foll Home Design And Remodeling Shaw, Broward County Convertion Center, Info - 305-667-9299
HOVEMBER 17 - 18: 26t “The Horvest™ of Miomi-Dods Foir Expo, Dode Fair Expo Center, 384-B60-0092

NOVEMBER 17 Florida Bluggreen: Wildnight for Wildife, Green Glodes Ronch, Weston, 5 p.m., Info.- 850-922-1064

NOVEMBER 29: Whare the Cors A, Riverside Hatel Lown, & to 9 p.m, Infa.: 954-232-3626

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 (B

Infa.: Bab Pearbman: 954- 54?41063




| ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THL

FRI

Inzz on the Square

The Village Grila
Commerciol Bled. & ATA
7 pm

SAT

Walk to End Alzheimer's
Hollywaod Nesth Eﬂﬂl:uh Ptk

Infa.: BOC-272- 39[]f}

BINGO
Southpoint's North Lounge
(3400 Golt Oceon Dr)

7 p.m.
55 /person for 3 boords

8 9 1

Cajun-Tydeco Festival
(Throogh 11/11)

Saminols ¢ nrd Riock Hosel & Casino

Ti.: wew.cojun-fest.com,/site

16

Flvors of Fort Louderdala
(Through 11,/11)
festin Banch Hofel, Los Odos Maring
Info.: 954-7 653436
BINGO

1 5 Southpoint's North Lounge

{3400 Golt Oceon D), 7 p.m. §
$5,/persan for 3 boards

Fight For Air Climb

110 Tower, 110 SE éth St.
T30 11 pm.

Info.: 954-727-0907

17

Hillshoeo Lighthouse Tour
Sonds Horbos Hotel
B:45 om. to 2:30 p.m.
Info.; 954-242-2102

Jazz on the Square
The Villoge Grilla
Commerciol Blvd. £ A1A
i pm

Info. 954-??6-%'}2

l1h1’h1ru.|u| Light Up Louderdale Get Lit Porty

Eipkaodo Beneil]r Fleo Market
Spaanode i ]
6.MCA Advisory Board Meefing 430k 9 pm iy ||: ?Eﬂ%ﬁi@' =

Kick's Itafion Restourant, 11 o.m Info.: 954-468-1541 ¥ 203 Info.: 9544737955

|

BINGO Iazz on the Square Domntown Delray Beach
22 Sﬁul‘h||:dillﬁ Narth Loungs I 23 The Villoge Grilla 24 Thanksgiving Weekend i
(3400 Galt Beean D), 7 p.m. Commercial Blvd. & ATA _ it Festiva
55 /person for 3 boords T pm. Plnm%lgr:' M?E'EE“"?
o.m. 1o 5 pam.
Indo.: 954-472-3755
Fort Louderdale Gun & Knife Show
Fort Loudardole Turkey Trot & Poddla (Through 11,/25)
01 Fort Loudesdale Baoch Bhd., 7:30 a.m. War Memarial Auditorivm |
954-767-0866 Info.; 954-826-5380
T
BINGD Jnzz on fhe Squore 1 Small Works Exhibit

29 30

The Village Grilla
Commerciot Bhed. & A1A
1 pm.

Broward Art Guild
3280 M.E. 32nd St
6:30 fo 9 p.m.

Irf.: 954-537-3370

Southpoint's Noith Lounge
(3400 Gatt Oceon i), 7 pm.
55 /person for 3 boards

_ North Beach Art Wok
West Polm Beoch Antiques Festivol Broward Art Guild
(Through 12,/°2) A4 3208 AND 33rd Streats
Americioft Expo Canter 7111 pm

Info.; 941-657-7475

Info.: 954-537-3370

BINGO Jozz on the ngr:u:
6 Saithpoint’s North Lounge 7 The Villoge: Grille 8
(3400 Golt Oceon Ov), 7 pm., Commencial Bhvd, £ ATA

55,/ persan for 3 boards T pm.

%th Annwol Butterfly Doys af Fairchild
{Through 12,/9)
Fairchild Tropico! Gosdens
§:30 o.m. to 4:30 pm,
Info.. www.Fnirchikdgardzn.oeg

DECEMBER 2: Inlet Challenge Bike Ride, Bahio Morand A1S, 5am. o 2 pm., 954-390-7654

DECEMBER 2: Wintorfest Fomily Fun Day, Riverside Hoted Low, Noon fo 4 p.m., 954-767-0685

First Saturday of every Month: Baoch Cleanup, Commercial Bivd & the Beach LBTS, ¥ to 9:30 a.m., Info.: wwelbts.com
Second Saturdoy of every Month: Baoch Sweep, 9 0um. to 12 pam, Info: 954-474-1835

Wednesdays: Yogu in the Gorden, Boanett House, B 10 9 a.m,, Info_: 954-563-5393 ent. 137

Tusesdoys and Tharsdays: Yoga with Ali Hecht, Esplonade Park, 4:30 pm, Info.: 954-732-0517

Mondays and Wednesdoys: Cardio Mix with Josh Hecht, Esplanode Park, £:30 pm,, Info_; 954-7320517

Sundays: Tour-the River Ghost Tour, Stronohan House & Woter Toxi, 7:30 pm., Toc: 954-524-4738

Sundays: Uiban Gourmet Morket, 1201 E. Los Olos Bhd., 9 o.m. to 4 pm, Infio.: 954-462-4164

Printed by The UPS Store; 954-568-19%90 @

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

~embear ¥
F’ﬂmpano Beach Boat Parade
Intraccastal from Pempane Beach fo Hillsboro Bivd. Bridge in
' ch &o.m

754 J*‘ |-2540

Seminole Hard Rock ‘a"u'inlerfesr Boat Parade
[ntrac Fert louderdale fo loke Santa
1 in Pompano *‘r:.s & p.m

47670686

castol fiam New Riy

ecember 22 -
The Nutcracker
E._._._. Yt CE”'—"' --\n 1|-_r_ DE-['EL:IT:""i!'Ig _J'J,:'|5_ 3. p.m Gn.'j Fi p.m

,l‘“"i.l’.. N L L

Into. ¥ B 1

l'l.: CET her /H - " )

y r 78
Inferational Gem and Jewelry Show
War Memaovrial Auditorium

Into’: wwwinlergem.com
o

J' ingle E‘.ﬁ” Jog 5K

QWSS Tex llu' gyt Yark, Sunrize, /£

. 1rrc.ong

IO . WAL

R”] .":'- 1ML ]| N W \I'F:IC][‘: E‘-"{;' DU".-‘\I'HTO."‘-H ~..,0|.I[1|d'::l'-.-"'ﬂ

SW 2 Z.!_' abween oW Znd Ave, ang SV dih Ave.|

1 om te
o Pl

|"|=:E._

3 3 :J m,
054-396-3622

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF
EVENTS, GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM



YOU CAN'T AFFORD
TO NOT HEAR.

Introeducing an |
invisible® hearing aid you can afford.

$1500 APAIR |

&

Only $1500

for a limited time

>
For more information call
954-563-4226

A Atlantic Hearing Aid Center
2310 E. Oakland Park Bhwd
i Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33306

“Individual results may vary. Invesibility may vary basad on your sar's anatomy

2011 A8 Rights Reservad NPADTITT-00-EE-XX 111

‘i, ADOVe

¢ eerowd!s

Jocelyn Blaylock
Real Estate Group
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

954-646-2282

Jocelyn@|BGsold.com

"

Jocelyn Blaylock

Broker Associate

GALT OCEAN MILE REAL ESTATE EXPERT

Please contact me for a free property analysis.

REIMAX sells more property than any other
real estate company in the world!

RE/MAX Preferred, 2810 E. Oakland Park
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306

Eoch office independently cwned and operched.

Law... Continued

5. Determination of the number of days to be provided for a statu-
tory notice [committee determined this |15 UPL).

4. Modification of limited proxy forms promulgated by the Eh::tec[re-
quires further clarification - depends on the definition of “maodifi-
cations” and whether they are ministerial - typos, etc. — or
require legal opinions.

to approve new prospective owners (requires further clarification
- Specifically, whether the drafting of forms to be completed by
prospective owners constitute LUPL,

7. Preparation of documents cnncerningi the right of the association

8. Determination of affirmative votes needed to pass a proposition
or amendment to recorded documents [committee determined

this IS UPL).

2. Determination of owners' votes needed to establish a quarum
[commitiee determined this IS UPL).

10. Drafting of pre-arbitration demand letters required by
718.1255, Fla. Statutes. |although not considered in 1996, the

Committee will refer to the 1996 opinion for guidance)

11. Preparation of construction lien documents — such as a notice of
commencement, lien waivers, elc. [committee determined this 15
UPL).

12. Preparation, review, drafting, and/or substantial involvement in
the preparation or execution of contracts, including construction
contracts, management confracts, cable television contracts,
etc. ([committee determined this 1S UPL).

13. Identitying, through review of title instruments, the owners to re-
ceive pre-lien letters (also not considered in 1996, whether or
not a manager could/should review title instruments will pre-
sumably be addressed at a future Committee meeting)

14. Any activity that requires statutory or case low analysis to
reach a legal conclusion ([committee determined this I5 UPL).

Although not yet scheduled, the next meeting of the Standing Com-

mittee on the Unauthorized Practice of Law of The Florida Bar is ex-

pected to take place sometime in mid-February 2013, Although the

Erocess is technically closed to Further input, since many attorneys
ave divergent opinions about the necessity or advisability of pursu-

igg this effort, if and in what form the opinion is ultimately submit-

ted to the Florida Supreme Court is a crap shoaot.

While the opinion targets Community Association Managers, board
members who perform tasks and actions considered by Jin?, Florida
Supreme Court as the unauthorized practice of law aren’t exempt
from legal consequences. The signilicant training and experience
that CAM Managers bring to the table prompted the DBPR to op-
pose some committee decisions and support a manager's perform-
ance of items 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and @ without reservation. Requiring
a lawyer to determine the number of votes needed for a quorum or
the number of duys required for notice, as described in the govern-
ing documents, is a blﬂlﬂnf[}-’ s&|f-benef‘iﬂing fiscal abuse.

Conversely, since most Board members are marginally qualified,
the Committee’s findings become tar more credi%le w‘i;en applied o
volunteer directors who tender legal opinions for their associations.
Although they don't risk a professional license, Board members
whose%rim!ous legal decisions drive up association costs could rea-
sonably be perceived as violating their fiduciary responsibility. As
with a munuger's contractual protections, the directors’ and offi-
cers’ insurance that fortifies the indemnification provisions in the as-
sociation’s governing documents may not protect directors found
culpable of criminal activity. A word to the wise.®

16 Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990



ATLANTIC
AaPACIFIC

MANAGEMENT

Are you a SELF-MANAGED PROPERTY?

If so...
N\ USE ATLANTIC | PACIFIC MANAGEMENT

b
YOU assume ALL employee liability Here’s why...

QR - B WP e ) = Use US and ALL employees work under the A|P policy

MGLLMPIRyCEe OF OCKKECREl = We have three CPAs on staff, A/P and A/R are full
YOU get charged for A/R & A/P service service, and financials are audit ready.
YOUR board handles the financial management = Our property managers have corporate support to

YOU have to deal with vendors and assume liability prepare and drive the budget process. We handle all

the financials.
YOUR board handles day to day management

= Our Preferred Vendors List has only reputable vendors

It is a full time “ id” job!
is a full time “unpaid” jo with license and insurance already on file. We save

you money by negotiating the best prices.

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT providing “NEXT LEVEL SERVICE”







SENIOR LIFESTYLE * INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

Live here and expect more visits.

o AE

B ot

Funny how “the kids” seem to visit more when the beach is at your doorstep. Of course, they love the beach
and taking a dip in the pool, or maybe just watching the boats pass by on the Intracoastal. And dinners are always special
when you dine together in the ocean view dining room. Afterward, everyone enjoys the music in our piano lounge. In the
end, they may think they're at a beachfront resort. But vou'll know it's home!

Call now for a complimentary ocean view dinner and tour.

They’ll love the visit. You'll love the senior lifestyle!
e Spacious apartments * Fitness center * Wellness center
e Spectacular ocean and  # Heated pool, whirlpool ~ * Weekly housekeeping

Intracoastal views and sundeck » Local transportation FivVESTAR
* (cean view di“i"g room  Piano 1[‘-'“"3%{'.‘ o Available on-site () # - .
e Chef-prepared meals * Computer center Assisted Living 2 LCI?LLEC,
* Art studio and library * Ocean-access boat docks RESIDENCES

OF POMPANO BEACH

1371 8. Ocean Blvd., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 » (954) 943-1936 « www.fivestarpremier-pompanobeach.com

By Pur L\.
[ e B
Q@ friendly (N assisted Living Faciity #7702 Q




PACKED. SHIPPED.
READY TO GO.

Leave it to the Certified Packing
Experts to pack and ship your gifts.

Big or small we ship it all". And with multiple
shipping options to choose from, we help
keep the happy in holiday by getting your
gifts there on time for the holiday. We have
extended hours.

Bring your gifts to the Certified Packing
Experts today.

WE QLOGISTICS

The UPS Store Gateway
1007 N Federal Hwy.

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
954.764.6245

The UPS Store Bayview

2805 E Oakland Park Blvd

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306

954.568.1990 www.florida-ups.com

L Eioity o Lok 7 i : %

5 0FF SHPPING ; SHUhua : OFF

SO SPPiNG E $1(0) 2 PAGKAGNG . UPS" AIR SERVICE

EERESIEIOERERRS | Sosoosesscsssen | SEESESRATSRGmm
The UPS Store & " The UPS Store & The UPS Store &

WE HAVE EXTENDED HOURS.

We're open late so you can check &

acking and shipping off your list. ArEN™
P 5 PRGN Y HOLIDAY
HAPPINESS

Copyright © 2002 Mail Bowoet Fir, Inc. CEFS43114 0912
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