


Marrinson

Serior Care Reoidences

Physicians are encouraged to follow their patients that live with us. You
may do house visits or we will bring them to you. We are fortunate to
have our physicians entrust their patients with us.

Independent Living
Prcwiding excellent independent care Iiving for those who want to continue

enjoying all of life's pleasures, even though they have experienced
changes due to physical conditions, security issues or age.

Assisted Living
We are the perfect choice for those who require extra assistance in order

to maintain their independence and dignity; providing 24 hour nursing and
life management.

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
We have designed ccmprehensive rehabilitation programs to assist with pust-

operative or post-stroke to achieve optimal physical & functional outcomes.

Long Term Care
Marrinson's Life Enhancement Programs are designed to meet the

challenging needs of cognitively impiared and physically impaired individuals.

Respite Care . _
Providing respite short term care in a warm, safe, professional atmosphere

for short term quality care.

Call Us Today: 954-684-5788
For more information - find out how you can become a staff member of our team.
Marrinson Senior Care is a family of distinguished residential, assisted living

and skilled nursing facilities profiding senior care the way it should be.
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We offer all
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and services.
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* International Mail
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FILLING SOME BIG LEGAL

w OHOES

In January of 2012, Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler announced
that City Attorney Harry Stewart was cashing in his chips. 400 highly
paid employees were offered an Early Refirement Plan that would in-
crease their pension payout by adding up to 32 months of “in” time
to their pension calculations. Stewart is one of 131 staffers who
snapped up the early retirement buyout offered by the city. The 72
year-old Stewart technically pulled the plug on March 16, 2012 - five
months before a contract he signed in 2009 would expire. With o
base pay of $255,403 enhanced with an $8,609 allowance,
healthy pension contributions, a comprehensive health care package
plus a $4,224 kicker called “longevity pay,”Stewart annually
snagged upwards of $370,000 ?$3E!2,CI' 0 in2011).

To keep the City’s legal machinery humming until an executive level
search process could yield a suitable replacement, Commissioners
asked the City's highest paid employee to continue managing Fort
Lauderdale’s legal affairs on @ month to month basis at Stewart's
current salary - albeit without benefits. Anticipating that the search
would bear guil by the end of 2012, Stewart agreed. Although func-
fionally postponed, his official retirement triggered a $200,000 pay-
out for accrued unused sick days and vocation time as well as an
onnual $93,361 pension income. On completion of a stringent vet
ting process during which Pinecrest Village City Attorney Cynthia
Everett outpaced a field of legal hopefuls for his vacated position,
Stewart's eleven-year fenure with the City of Fort Lauderdale finally
ended on July 11, 2013.

The Process

Shortly after Stewart announced his retirement, the City Commission
empaneled a Search Committee comprised of six wellknown local at-
torneys and Stewart, who personally nominated the new board's
unanimously approved Chair and Vice-Chair at the first meefing. W.
George Allen, the Civil Rights advocate whose 1963 lawsuit nuked
entrenched segregation in Broward County’s public accommedations
and public school system, was installed as Chair on June 15, 2012,

Joining Allen as Vice Chair was Deerfield Beach City Attarney Andy
Maurodis. To help lure candidates and then cull resumes deemed insuffi-
cient, the City retained executive search firm Bob Murray and Associ-
ates fo serve as consultant.

As months flew by, the Committee grew increasingly disappointed with
the lock of impressive condidates among the 40 + responding uppli-
cants. At least in part, the reason for the parcaived dearth of accept-
able applicants was because the legal team lost sight of its mandated
objective. Instead of seeking a qualified City Attorney, the Committee
was looking for a replacement for Harry Stewart, arguably the most tal-
ented City Attorney in the State of Florida. They would have to adjust
the bar — and their expectations. At their November 16, 2012 meefing,
amid discussions about dumping eli%ibiiiry constraints — such as a resi-
dency requirement - or sweetening the salary, Committee members
{and City Commissioners observing the process) realized that Stewart's
unTiciputed depurfura b\l,r year's end wos a pipedream.

On February 15, 2013, Bob Murray & Associates Vice President Renée
Narloch informed the Committee that despite having considered 15
additional prospects since the last meeting, she would only recommend
eight as “the best fit for the City,"anticipating that Committee members
would nominate some as well. Her 8-candidate list included two
lawyers from Stewart’s staff, Fort Lauderdale assistant city attorneys
Pumungel ond Robert Dunckel. Hoping to adjourn the meeting with a
minimum of ten candidates, Committee ghnir Allen urged the addition
of Pinecrest Village City Atforney Cynthia Everett and Narloch touted
Fort Myers Assistant City Attorney Mark Moriarty.

The Search Committee spent April 10 and 11 inferviewing the ten rec-
ommended aspirants. Along with Everett and Moriarty, vying for the job
was Port 5t. Lucie Senior Assistant City Attorney Pam Bocker, Deputy
Manatee County Attorney Rodney Wade, Assistant Polk County Attor-
ney Phillip Sherwin, Miami Assistant City Attorney
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Legal Shoes... Continued

Rafoel Suarez-Rivas (who formerly served as a city attorney in
Miramar), and former San Antonio Assistant City Attorney Harlene
Kennedy (now an associate atforney with Weiss Serota Helfman
Pastoriza Cole & Boniske, a South Florida law firm that serves as
City Attorney in 13 municipalities). Along with Stewart’s in-house
statfers Bangel and Dunckel, rounding out the field was Deputy
Broward County Atlorney Noel Pfeffer.

One week later, each of the seven Committee members selected
those applicants they would most like to see advance through the
ﬂcces.a narrowing the field to five candidates: Cynthia Everett,

ark Moriarty, Pam Booker, and Stewarl's two assistant city attor-
neys, Poul Bangel and Robert Dunckel. Although Cynthia A, Everett
was the only candidate named by all seven Committee members, the
voling was close, as Pam Booker received six voles, Dunckel five as
Bangel and Moriarty each nailed four. Nonetheless, the handwriting
was on the wall.

In a split City Commission vote on May 13, Everett nosed out
Dunckel for the job (Seiler, Roberts and DuBose backed Everett while
Rogers and Trantalis favared Dunckel). On May 20, Seiler fired the
first negotiating salve with an opening offer of $175,000, a stan-
dard $390 monthly vehicle allowance, contributions to o 401a re-
tirement plan of an amount equal to 9 percent of her salary, 15
annual vacation days, 12 sick days and a $500 annual wellness in-
centive. Alter a month of negotiations, the CirI Commission voted on
June 18 to hire Everett at a starfing salary of $193,000, the 9 per-
cent of salary city conftributions into her individual retirement plan,
the usual complement of sick days / vacation days and $10,000 for
moving expenses.

Commissioner Dean Trantalis complained that the July 1 start date
would box the city into paying Everett while her time was divided
between taking the reins in Fort Louderdale and closing up shop in
Pinecrest. Everett diffused his concern by offering to IUEE unpaid
IEu\l’E "|'|r|"|ﬂ‘n DFF cCampus. Oﬂﬂ EII: ihﬂ ten Cﬂnd‘ldﬂl&i W}'lﬂ nﬂrmWI
missed being included in the list of five finalists, Deputy Browar
County Attorney Noel Pleffer, may have reminded Stewart of when
he interviewed for the same job eleven years earlier. Stewart also
represented Broward County before coming to Fort Lauderdale. In
fact, Pfeffer held Stewart's former Counw ':S-L for @ month while the
Broward Commission decided who would permanently replace re-
signing Broward County Attorney Sue Delegal in 1989.

Harry Comes to Fort Lovderdale

In 1987, the City of Fort Lauderdale hired Dennis Lyles as a part
time City Attorney for $76,440 a year, medical insurance and a
monthly expense allowance of $340. When legal issues crossed his
desk, the City’s Risk Management Department and lyles would as-
sign the cases in house or o one of ten high-priced outside law firms
specializing in labor law, environmental law, civil rights, eminent do-
main and/or other legal fields. From 1990 to 1993, the $780,295
in fees collected for cases funneled by Lyles to his own firm made
Billing, Cochran, Heath, Lyles & Mauro the single biggest benefici-
ary of this legal cutsourcing. As a partner, Lyles shared in those fees.

When Lyles resigned in 2002, the City’s growing legal dilemmas
convinced the City Commission that Fort Louderdale would be better
served b}/ a full time City Attorney. Irked by a series of high profile
case mistires, allegedly fumbled by Lyles or farmed out ond Eungled,
former Mayor Jim MNaugle led the meing crificism of costly legal
missteps on lyles’ watch. They included several booted developer
suits, workplace accusations of buried racial discrimination actions,
and getting tagged for violating federal conflickokinterest rules
against do?ling out money from federal HUDD loans. In 2002, one
year before his fairy tale municipal budgets took the City to the brink
of Bankruptey; Floyd Johnson was Fort Lauderdale City Manager.
Hired by the City in 1998, Johnson ?reviously served as Broward
County Administrator from 1982 to | 987.
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FREE CONSULTATION

954-749-3330

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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e General Practice Dentistry

e Serving Broward for Over 25 Years
e Competitive Prices
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¢ Most Insurance Accepted
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TEETH CLEANING

$25
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Legual Shoes. .. Confinued

Since Harry Stewart also served as the Broward County Aftorney from 1976 through
1984, they worked together in Broward for several years before Stewart left to take o
position as the Orange County Attorney. One year later, Stewart was hammered by a

ersonal nightmare. ?’{is stepson, Ronuﬁ;l Eugene Stewart, was kidnapped by o Cuﬁ:ma
Eiun drug cartel on May 7, 1985. Presumed dead until a witness reported spotting him
in Palm Berach on May 29th; police surmised that the 24-year old Stewart had withheld
$5 million in cocaine I?:nm the Colombians, prompting a relentless and brutal campaign
to recover their lost drugs. Following Ronald Stewart's disappearance, the enraged drug
dealers threatened Hcrr}r Stewart and assaulted his parents. Ahter wea!har]ng five years
of personal turmeil, prosecutors finally dropped pending Felony charges against his
stepson in 1990.

During his tenure as County Attorney, Stewart contributed heavily to structuring
Broward's impressive growth and its relmionshulg) with municipalities. He helped draft

the Broward County Comprehensive Land Use Plan, an operational framework of legal
boundaries between the County and its cities. As such, Stewart was intimately familiar
with Fort Lauderdale issuas, and |,:i|':k|}-I evolved warking r&|urionship5 with the Cihl,r's
mavers and shakers. Even duringﬂ-nis stay in Orange Counly, Stewort remained engaged
in Broward Politics. He helped business magnate Wayne Huizenga plan his Nationa
Car Rental Center [now the BB&T Center) in Sunrise as well as the ill-fated Sunrise Fash-
ion Mall. At various fimes, Stewart represented the City of Pompano Beach during a pe-
tition drive to amend the city’s charter, and represented Tamorac in an election dispute.

Hoping to revive his working relationship with Johnson in Fort Lauderdale, Stewart was
interviewed by the City Commission for the new full time post of City Aftorney on July
21, 2002. Commissioners were delighted by the prospect of londing what former Com-
missioner Tim Smith called a “legal big dog” for a position burdenea by endless legal
dilemmas for relatively low pay. While responding to a litany of legal theoreticals posed
b‘.f' the vefting Commissioners, the Cil}r's En’runghmenl in numerous lawsuits pmmptﬂd
Tim Smith to ask Stewart “What philosophy do you live by when it comes to litigation;
do you settle or do you fight fer principle”

Stewart answered “The worst and most expensive way to resclve any matter is through
iirigmiun," ond advocaled the settlement of cases whenever pﬂssibie. However, fo
demonstrate a preference for tailoring legal strategy to best realize the municipality’s ob-
jective, rather rﬁan some ideological imperative, Stewart offered an anecdote about a
strategy he implemented while 5Ervin? os Broward County Attorney. To reverse the
County's reputation as an easy mark for personal injury scammers, he instituted a policy
against h[indh.f sell|ing "s|ip-c:|ndafn|]" cases, cc:nlmdicﬂng a |ﬂngstﬂnding insurance in-
dustry practice of Hipping nuisance claims “on the cheap.” After two years, the number
of those cases dropped dramatically. Grifters who intentionally bounced off the sidewalk
tor a living would have to travel to Miami or Palm Beach to cash out.

While seeking an attorney with the juice to put its legal house in order, the City Commis-
sion was also driven to reduce the i?"s dependence on costly outside legal help. Their
history of blending parttime in-house legal counsel with private sector contract aftorneys
annually drove legal expenses Ihrnu?’n the roof. In Fiscal Year 2001, in addition to pay-
ing partimer Lyles' $96,034 annual salary and $390 vehicle allowance while budget-
ing $2.1 millien for a legal department with 10 fullime attorneys and 13 support
personnel, the City paid $2.6 million for ocutside legal assistance (the equivalent of al-
most $3.5 million in 2013 dollars). When Stewart promised to limit their use fo cases
where they were
absolutely neces-
sary, the Commis-
sion heard
enough.
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Legal Shoes...Confinved

Stewart was offered a fouryear coniract with a salary of
$182,249, plus $539 o month cor allowance. From day one, his
vacation and longevity pay would be calculated as if he hod al-
ready logged in ?6 years with the city. He also received a term life
insurance policy with a payout benefit based on three times his
salary. Stewart started his new job on August 19, 2002.

The Long Retirement

Some residents have questioned the fiduciary wisdom of stretching
Stewarl's tenure for almost a year and a huhr past his announced
retirement, characterizing him as a solid platinum placeholder and
o waste of taxpayer dollars. During those 15 months, Stewart
spearheaded a legal campaign by Fort Lauderdale and other
Broward municipalities thot forced the County to manage ond fi-
nance a counly-wide emergency dispatch system. While the $8 mil-
lion projected annual savings will be shared by mrLEBmwurd
taxpayer, Fort Lauderdale residents enjoy an added benefit. A se-
ries c?'ﬁnmvor deals for dispatch services entered into by the
Broward Sheriff's Office hit Fort Lauderdale tax -::Jers in I]':a wallet
twice each year. In addition to funding the Cilyﬁ ispatch services
with their City taxes, County taxes paid by Fort I.uujzrd:ﬂe prop-
erty owners were used to subsidize emergency 911 services for
neighboring municipalities - like Pompano Beach.

Could they have done this without Stewart? For eight years, the
County ignored a 2002 voter mandate to cunsnligute a patchwork

poorly connected communication resources info an efficient
county-wide dispatch service. Broward municipalifies that were
doubletaxed for dispalich services mmpiuinafgiﬂarly about the
abuse, fueling an annual barrage of |ar$e|éemphr threats leveled
at the County Board. City Manager Lee Feldman and Stewart fi-
nally presented the County with an immutable “line in the sand” -
threatening fo create an independent City controlled and financed
dispatch service that would permanently deprive the County of fu-
ture contributions to its own crazy ?:ifr of emergency services while
pursuing litigation with the County for restitution. Since one third of
the County’s municipalities planned to follow Fort Lauderdale’s lead
and Stewart’s insurrectional roadmap, the County Commission
raised a white flag. On May 7, 2013, the County Board voled 5 -
4 1o pick up the tab for a unified county-wide service, leveling the
playing ﬁeﬁi for all of its municipalities.

For those Fort Lauderdale residents more responsive to “quality of
life” issues, within days of informing Jack Seiler of his intention to
refire, City Commissioners beset by complaints about aggressive
panhandlers who bed down in City Parks after dark asked Stewart
to craft an ordinance forbidding solicitation in the downtown busi-
ness area - duplicating the "no soliciting” zone that hos shielded
the beach since 1993.

Given the inherent First Amendment pitfalls, sim[lle criminalizing re-
quests for money would trigger the constitutional dogma that could
i:.ldicfuliy void the ordinance. While researching case law, Stewart

arvested local antipanhandling lows that repeatedly survived con-
stitutional challenges, such as those prohibiting aggressive panhan-
dling, or sclicifing pecple at bank machines, in line at public
fransportation or at outdoor restavrants. To conceptually unify these
w}d&%i\iargam prohibited zones, no-panhandling status was also
ascribed to areas where people are unable to avoid attempted so-
licitafion, "like when you are on a bus,” explained Stewart. By
stitching together this Chinese menu of constitutionally vetted prohi-
bitions, Stewart tailored an ordinance that placed the City's entire
business district off limits to begging.

To pass o First Amendment litmus test, each prohibition in Stewart's
mﬂutﬂry Rubik’'s Cube would have to be content neutral, narrowly
tailored to some significant governmental interest and insure the
availability of alternative channels of communication for those
impocted by the new law. It also had to satisfy Commission objec-
fives. At the April 17, 2012 Commission meeting, the first reading

of Stewarl's ordinance earned a green light. At the May 1, 2012 sec-
ond reading, it went into the bm'Es following unanimous approval
the City Commission. As provided in Ordinance No. C-12-10, the low
became fully effective 15 days after approval, on May 16, 2012.

The significance of this Ieaqnl ymnastic can't be measured. When the
Cigt possed Resolution 93-143 on Jul;.r 20, 1993, wherain Beach Rule
7.5|c) prohibited panhandling, begging and scliciting on the Fort
Lauderdale beach and nearby sidewalks [the area within 150 feet of
Aflantic Boulevard or Seabreeze Boulevard), naticnally acclaimed
ACLU heovyweights Bruce Rogow and Beverly Pohl unleashed a legol
Tsunami agains! the prohibition that lasted for 6 years. On October
29, 1999, the United States Supreme Court refused to hear an ACLU
oppeal of o favorable decision rendered by the 11th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals four months earlier. When Stewart's ordinance was
enacted lost year, although Constitutional watchdogs predictably
complained, their subsequent silence in court underscored the
constitutional adequacy of Stewart's handiwork.

Filling Stewart's Shoes

While shepherding these major projects to successhul conclusions dur-
ing his final 15 months, Stewart addressed the scores of legal tripping
hazards that fill every City Attorney’s daily calendor. He also uicﬁed
the search committee to a seemingly soft landing, as Cynthia A.
Everett appears fo have the stones fo fill Stewarf’s shoes, While in pri-
vate practice, she spent the past 14 years serving as Villoge Attorn

in the Village of Pinecrest, a 7.5 square mile, 19,000-resident subur
of Miami located southwest of Coral Gables and north of Palmetto
Bay.

After graduating from FSU [Florida State University) in 1978 with a
major in government and earning a low degree ot George Washing-
ton University Law School in 1982, Everett served as an assistant state
attorney in Miami’s 11th judicial circuit, where she was tasked with
running the felony division in 1987, prosecuting homicide ond spe-
ciuiiy assigned criminal cases. In 1989, Everett moved from State to
Federal level, joining the civil division of the U.S. Attorney’s office in
Miami, where she prosecuted fraud cases |no shortage in South
Florida) and defended the government against civil lawsuits.

Turning to the privale sector in 1995, Everett joined the Miami law
firm of Williams & Associates. In 1997, she was appointed by the
City of Opa-locka as City Attorney. When the Pinecrest Village Coun-
cil decided in 1999 1o replace the Broward County firm of Josio,
Goren, Cherof, Doody and Ezrol (now Goren, Cherof, Doody and
Ezmleirh a Village Kﬂarnay more conversant with Miami issues, they
snatched Everett from Opa-locke.

Board certified by The Flerida Bar in labor ond employment law and o
Florida Suq_rema Court cerfified civil and appellate mediator, Evereft
served on The Florida Bar Board of Governors, was a member of the
Board of Governors special committee on Election Reform, is a past
President of The Wilkie D. Ferguson Jr. Bar Association (FKA The Black
Lawyers Association of Dade Ecunh-!, and is a member of the Florida
Municipal Attorney’s Association.

She currently serves on the Florida Bar's Leadership Academy Commit-
tee, and is o member of the Florida Bar's Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion Section, the General Practice Solo and Small Firm Section, the
Lober and Employment Law Section and the City County and Local
Government Law Section. Mot too shabbyl

A fair-minded city resident might ug;au that the City got its money's
worth from Stewart's prolonged slide to home plu’te,%inca taking con-
rol of the City’s legal urmurz, Stewart fronsformed a cotch-ascalch-
can department that hemorrhaged money into the most formidable
City Attorney’s office in the State. Given the untold $millions he saved
the City's taxpayers every year since 2002, Fort Lauderdale owes
Harry Stewart more than it could ever hope fo repay. As for Ms.
Everett, if some very smart lawyers on the City Aftorney Search Com-
mittee are right, she will build on Stewart’s legacy... ond keep our
elected officials out of trouble!ls
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‘| Los Olas Ouldoor Green Masket
333 E Las Olos BN, & SE 4fh Ave.
Fom. tolpm.

Info.: 954-426-8434

Boby Love & Fomily Expo
Broward County Comvetion Cento
100.m.to5pm,

[nfo.: wwrw bobvlevefomilyema.com

12

TUE

BINGD

okt Towers Social Room

(4750 Galt Oceon Drive)

1:30 pm.

Info.: Cymdi Sanger: 954-563-7268

OneRapublic
Had Rock Live, 7:30 p.m.
Tio: www. hordrocklivehollywoodf].com

WED

14 o
Regency South Fnrr,' Ennm
Info.: Bob Pearkmon: 954- 5-1?-41{]63

1 8 os Ol Outdoor Green Market]
333 E Los O8as Blvd. £ SE dth Ave.
9om. fo pm.

Info.: ?5-5-426-343&-

KISS
Hod Rock Lve, 7 pm.
Toe.: weww handrockliveoliywoodfl. com

19

Commissioner Broce Roberts:

Beoch Community Center, & p.m.

Pre-Agendo Meeting

BINGD

20 Galr Towers Sociol Room
(4250 Galt Dczon Drive)

7:30 pum.

kito.- Cyndi Songer. 954-563-7268

2 1 Regency South Farr'.'ﬂﬂlrl:ﬁ

Info.: Bob Pearlmon: ?5-154?-4%63

25 L5 Dlos Dutdoor Grean Markat
333 E Los Oos Blvd. & SE 4th Ave,
Yamfo? pm

Info.; 954-426-8434

Rhverwalk Sunday Mits
Esplanada Park
1Momie?pm.
Info.: 954-448-1541

26

Fort Lowdardale Gty Commission Meeting
BINGOD
Galt Towers Sedial Room

City Hall, & pm.
{4250 Galt Ocean Drive)

T:30 p.m.
lnfo.: Cyndi Songer. 954-563-7268

Regency South Pmrrﬂiﬂgﬂ
28 ;

Info.: Bob Peariman; 954- 54?4663

Los Olas Quidoos Gresn Marke!
333 E Los Olos Bivd. & SE 4rh Ave.
Fo.m o 2 pum.

Info.: 9544268434

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Riverwolk, Downtown FL

3 BINGO
Galt Towers Sodial Room

{4250 Galf Ocean Drive)

130 pm.

nfo.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

4 BINGD
Regenty South an‘; Evl]-:ﬂ'l
Info.: Bob Peariman: 954-547- JEI'BE

Erev Rosh Hoshana

Diana Ross

Info.: 9544 ?6‘34 kL |

1Momto2 pm. Hard Rock Live, 8 p.m.
Info.: ?54-5?&5 RS Tio: wovese hwcdrock Ivehallywoodt] .com
Los Olors Outdooe Green Markst] BINGD BINGD
kK] ﬁﬂﬁ ﬂ'lusJﬂhduE ggﬂ-il‘h [ 9 Galr Tewvers Social Room 1 1 Regency South Party Room
Qamto?pm, (4250 Galt Dceon Drive)

130 pm
Infa.: Cyndi Songer. 954-563-7268

Monthly At Round Takile
Musaom of At
12 o 1:30 p.m.
ES‘-‘F: 954-2620221

=

P,
Info.: Bob Peariman: 954-547-4043

M] I: ﬁmﬂmrm&lﬁm‘ THE STHHHM Bum an Hum‘ Fu'klmphﬁmlnr I pm Info. mmmm,’pngas{'mmammm
AUGUST 17 - 18: Buckler's 23rd Aanwal Craft Fair, South Florida Fairgrounds WPB, lnfo.: 386-840-0092
AUGUST 17 Bock 2 School Bash, Flomingo Gardens, 9:30 1o 4:30 pm., Info.c www.flomingogardens. o
AUGLST 17- Anrwod Back to School Giveowny & Health Fair, Corter Pok (1450 W, Sunrise Bhd.), 100m. 1o 2 p.m,, Info; 954-T48-0920
AUGLIST 25: 3rd Annuol Animel Adoption Fair, Wor Memariol Auditoriom, 10 o.m. to & p.m., Info.: 954-97 14437
SEPTEMBER 7: Acodemy of Art + Design Open House, Museum of A, 10 a.m. o 2 p.m,, RSVP: 954-262:0239
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU

FRI

1 6 Jazz on the Square
Fl Mar Dvive & Commencinl Blvd

6:30 %0 10:30 p.m.

Info.; 954-776-5092

SAT

Wusic-By The-Sea

ATA & Commenciol Bhvd
6:30 1o 10:30 p.m.
Info.- 954-771-2900

17

Feat Louderdole Gun & Knife Show
(Thiough 8,18}
Wor Memorial i

22

Fort Loudsrdale RY Show & Sale
Boowoed County Comvention Center
fom. o7 pm
Info.: 561-328-2900

Jazz on the Square

23 E Mar IZIm'E E fmrﬂnlﬂhﬂ
30t 10:30 p.m

Irdu §54-776-5092

Music-y-The-Sen

ALK & Commescial Blvd
6:30 o 10:30 p.m.
[mbo.: 954-771-2900

fum
Info.- 954-628-5380
24

Ft. Louderdale Bus Loop
300 SW Znd Streat
&lo 1] pm.
Info.c 954-260-6194

29

Jozz on the Squar
3 El Mar Drive & Commesdial BNi

£:30 10 10:30 pm
Infa.: 954-776:500

Misic-By-The-Seq
A4 & Commercial Bhvd
6:30 1o 10:30 p.m.
Info.: 954-771-2900

31

Miami Foll Home Design
m Show Health Food Expo
(Through 9,/3) Huizenga Pozo
Miomi Baoch Convention Centet 11am.todpm
Info.c. 305-647-9299 Info.: 954292 ?IEE
Jozz on the Square :
5 6 El Maw Drive & Commercial Bhvd 7 AlA g?ﬂniﬂf Eﬁg
&:30 o 10:30 p.m.

Infa.; 9547765092

6:30 1o 10:30 p.m.
Info.: 954-771-2900

12

Steely Don
Mizner Pork Amphithegter, & p.m
Th.: mfbuu us,’pngas,f mimmmm

Sushi & Stoll Summer Wolks West Palm Beach Anfiques Festival
Morkami Museum & Joponese Gardens ﬂhrﬂmh T}(E}
5:30 to B:30 p.m. South Flaridn Fairgroinds
Info.: mikﬂmi.urﬂ_ sushiondstioll Info.: 941-697-1475
Erev Yom Kippur Music-By The-Seq

13

ATA & Commesrial Blvd
6:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Info.: 954-771-2900

14

First Saurdoy of Every Month: North Beoch At Walk, 3280 NE 32nd 51,7 10 11 }qu

Second Saturday of

Month: Beach Sweep, 9 am. fo 12 pm,, Info.; 9544

Info.; 954-537-3370

Sundoys: Tourthe River Ghost Tour. Stanohon House & Waler Tox, 7:30 p.m,, Tix.: '?E-i 5?4-4?3&
Tuesday-Saturday: Gentle Yoga (All Levels), North patia betind Tiki Bar {Dcean Manor Resart 4040 Golt Ocean Dr.), 9:30 a.m., Info.: 754-779-7519
Sundoy,/Thursdays: Beginnes Pilates, Noih pofio behind Tiki Bar, Sun: 9:30 om.,/ Thurs. 10 0m., Info.: 754-779-7519
Saturdarys: Saturday Night Under the Sauth Florida Stoss, Fax Astronomical Observatory ot Markham Park, Sunset to Midnight, Info.; 954-384-0442

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

Lionel R:chua-
Hard Rock Livel, B pim
Inf.; wewew. hardrocklivehallywood! .com

Japlembar 10
Fun with Tegon & Sora
lizner park Amphitheater, B p.m
Th.: myboco.us/ pages, mizneramphi
of for VIP Sediing: mizneramp@myboca us

~enfember _-]

In1ernuhonc| Cooshal Clacmup
0a.m. o noon

Infa. & Sile locations: ©54-519-1270

FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF EVENTS,
GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM

raerummeI-mry Maonth: Eumﬂeump fwmemnlﬂhd Eﬂmﬂwhlﬂls (Meet of Povilion), 9 fo %:30 am., Info.; 954-776-1000
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Vice Mayor Bruce Roberts’
July 2013 Newsletter

*In his July 2013 Newsletter, Vice Mayor Bruce
Roberts bids farewell to former City Attorney Harry
Stewart and former Fire Chief Jeff Justinak, reviews
a budgetary debate about optionally raising the Fire
Assessment Fee or the Millage Rate, relishes a high
profile accolade won by the City, discloses an exten-
sion of the Lien Amnesty Program, looks af District |
usage of the “NextDoor” online gossip swamp, rec-
ommends viewing an educationel mass murder, and
delivers favorable performance and utilization re-
ports for the Sun Trolley and the Broward B-Cyde
program.

When the Gty’s highest paid employee retired,
former Clrylhﬂamy Horry Stewart left some big
shoes to fill. Before departing, Stewart participated
in a replacement process that yielded Cynthia
Everetl, o well-credentialed attorney with the
academic and experiential assefs to manage o job
that's not unlike playing dodge ball with hand
grenades, Stewart is a study in contradiction.
Notwithstanding the 382,000 he was paid in 2011
(salary ond benefits), his skills and connections could
have easily brought him many times that amount
annually, without breaking o sweat. His decision to
work for the City - and earlier for the County - can
only be explained s a labor of love. Although Harry
Stewart’s rognl handiwork for the City impacted our
lives for more than o decade, few people know
anything about this legal icon (o cosmic imbalance
rectified elsewhere in this issue).

When former Fort Louderdale Fire Chief James R.
Eddy retired unexpectedly in 2009 after less than
three years in the saddle, 25-year Fire-Rescue
veteran Jeff Justinok was dratted as Acting Chief.
One year later, after returning to his New Hamp-
shire home, Eddy died from complications following
surgery. On the last day of his tenure with the Gy,
former Gl?; Manager George Gretsas handed
Justinak the permanent job. Justinak was the first
Fort Lauderdale Fire Chief who landed the top spot
after rising through the department’s ranks.

After guiding the Gty through o whipsawed

econo w'i?houi raising the Millage Rate, the

rebo housing market has provided the City
Commission with o glimpse of relief. Higher property
values evidenced by Property Appraiser Lori
Parrish’s “2013 Estimate of Taxable Values™ will
modestly flesh out tax revenves without raising the
tax rate. However, Commissioners are itching to
oddress infrastructure improvements frozen since the
recession forced local governments to gut wrench
skeletal budgets. Having kept their 2009 compaign
pledges to restrain the Millage throughout the
recessionary downturn, Commissioners would have a
tough time explaining o decision fo roise the tax rate
now. An olternative sted in City Manager Lee
Feldman's proposed 2014 budget, raising the Fire
Assessment Fee (57.50 monthly increase - $90 an-
nually) would similarly lighten the fiscal weight of
these improvements - while enabling the City Com-
mission fo rack up another budget year without o

rate increase - and bumping their commitment
scorecard to 5 = 0 (7th year in total with an operating
MIW 4.1193). Technically, the fee increase will
fully Fire Suppression Services, thereby rllul!'m'in%l
the General Fund of this expense and liberating $12.
million to fund improvements. In explaining that
Commissioners put the kibosh on a millage increase
without deciding the Fire fee ot their July 9th meeting,
Roberts gives us o peek ot the handwriting on the
wall. Coughing up an odditional 590 next year
($86.40 if paid by November) to adequately fund
fixing streets & sidewalks, update wastewater
collection & water distribution systems, while
oddressing o dtywide backlog of corridor improve-
ments is not a bod deal.

In sensing Roberts’ delight about the District | neigh-
borhoods that use the “NextDoor” social media venve
to find lost pets, get advice about light-fingered baby
sitters and borrow tools from one another, you m
haove noticed that the Galt Mile is o na-show. In n:zlq
neighbors what they think about this opportunity,
several pointed out that Galt Mile mims f' the
same tips at the pool each - ullhw% spiced
by nasty gossip and killer doses of mindless blather.
En r inquiring about what unit owners would
post in NextDoor, a Galt Mile resident who lives in
one of our Lauderdale-by-the-Sea assodations said he
would out a neighbor who grows pot in his bedroom
doset. A SouthPoint resident said she would rip o
Bourd Member she hates and an Ocean Club owner
queried, 'Whgowlld 1 go on a site where moochers
Etl:ﬂ"! to borrow my stufi?” We may not be ready
this.

Roberts is enfitled to take pride in the Sun Trolley's
ogress. When the Galt Mile route was on death row
:1‘21}&9, the newly elected Roberts engineered o
luncheon meeting with Galt Mile and Chris
Wren, Executive Director of the Downtown Fort
Louderdale Transportation Manogement Association
(DFLTMA), the 501(C) 3 non-profit corporate parent of
the Sun Trolley. They hatched a rescve strate
wherein the local bus service would turn its focus to
destination sites frequented by locol residents. Instead
of schlepping tourists to tourist traps, it would ferry
shoppers 1o malls and patients to hospitals or rehab.
To revive the comatose Galt Mile route, Wren began
mapping a connection between the Galt and Galleria.
Over the next few years, Wren and Sun Trolley spark-
plug and M

irector Pat Zeiler reconfigured

system routes and enhanced connectivity. Instead of

erile marketing promos (i.e. getting married on the

n Trolley?), they played to their strengths, connect-
ing to Harber Shops, extending the Galt route to Impe-
ﬂg Point Hospital, expanding the beach link (that
serves the Barrier Island) te a seven day service and
fashioning o visiter's layover excursion that exploited
a virtually bottomless new source of ridership. If not
for Roberts, Wren and Zeiler, progress reports would
still be earmarked by painful apologies instead of

lowing consumer statistics. TripAdvisor, the world’s

gest travel website with more than 100 million
travel reviews and 200 million monthly visitors, ranks
the Sun Trolley s Fort Louderdale’s 3rd most popular
ottraction, just after the Intracoastal Waterway and
the Fort Louderdale beach.

By the way, if you are partial to CSI, Law and Order,
NCIS, Criminal Intent or other seedy crime dramas that
doak gratvitous violence with life lessons, you will
unmha 5-minute “Active Shooter Event” recom-
me

by Reberts. | was partic ved by the
malevolently disturbed shotgun-wielding bald “perp”
that central costing odorned in o stereotypical hﬁ(?

outfit and sunglasses. Give it the once over - since

watching it may also save your life. For the skinn
ﬁ:“ ::?ws,m:‘rmd the Vice Y ';nr'?s n;;u!n.- - [":Iiw

for]*
FROM VICE-MAYOR
BRUCE G. ROBERTS
JULY 2013

New City Attorney Hired: Since 2002, Harry
Stewart has served the City of Fort Laud-
erdale as its City Aftorney. After a brilliant
legal career in both private and government
practice, Harry has moved on. We wish him
the best! In the meantime, the Commission se-
lected Cynthia Evereft to succeed Harry Stew-
art Qﬂ.lury 11th.

Commissioners agreed to have Mayor Jack
Seiler negotiate a confract with Ms. Everett,
currently in private practice and on contract
with the Village of Pinecrest.

Confinued on poge 11



Bruce....Continued

Cynthia has also served as Opa-locka's City Aftorney, as an Assistant
U.S. Atlo in Miami and an Assistant State Attorney in Miami. Ms.

Evereft omﬂishnl City Attorney Bob Dunckel were among five final-
ists forwarded to Commissioners by o search committee.

Interim Fire Chief: As you may already know, Fire Chief Jeff Justinak re-
tired. Jeff dedicated 25 years to public safety in Fort Lauderdale.
Under his leadership, our Fire-Rescue Department has become more
professional. Effective July 13th, Robert Hoecherl, one of three Deputy
Fire Chiefs, wos appointed to the position of Interim Fire Chief for an
indefinite period of time. This designation comes with all the responsi-
bilities, autherities and emoluments of the Office of Fire Chief granted
under the City’s Charter and Code and State Law. Robert has %eeﬂ
with City for 26 years.

t: At the July 9th Commission Meeting, the upcoming 2014
budget was discussed in the confext of nrgﬂeving the priorities estab-
lished in the City's Vision 2035, the Five-Year Sirotegic Plon, the
Meighborhood Survey, and the Commission Annual Action Plan. In ad-
dition to the community, input was received from our Budget Advisory
Board, which recognized the need for additional revenues for the City
to enhance services and to maintain and improve infrastructure. The
Board recommended maximizing the Fire Assessment Fee and raising
the operating millage rate to 4.5 from the current 4.11. They further
recommended that 90% of the revenues derived from the increased
millage rate be designated lo rebuild infrastructure; they estimated that
over ten years, this would generate $195 million for this specific pur-
pose. After our discussion, it was unanimously decided not to raise the
millage rate, but leave open the option of maximizing the Fire Assess-
ment Fee. The impact on residences would be a $7.50 per month in-
crease in the fee. Ten year projections indicate that this would stabilize
our budget, slightly increase reserves and provide for capital and infro-
structure improvements. The 2014 budget proposal from the City Man-
ager also creates o fund balance of $56.3 million or 20.5%, slightl
increases General Fund operating expenditure from $ 272,675,963 to
$274,441,421, ond slightly decreases the all funds budget from
$476,150,126 to $475,299,993. The next public hearings on the
budget will be September 3rd and 12th.

Fort Lauderdale Among Top 10 Small American Cities of the Future: Fort Laud-
erdale has been ranked MNo. 7 for economic potential on a list of the
Top 10 Small American Cities of the Future, according to Di Mage-
zine. The foreign direct investment magazine ranked cities by collect-
ing data on economic po!'enliuL humaon resources, cost effectiveness
lnﬁ'nstrucrum, business friendliness and FDI strategy for 422 cifies. The
fop 10 small cities of the future are: Sunnyvale, CA; Durham, N.C.;
Irvine, CA; Chattancoga, TN; Stamford, CT: Guelph, ON; Ft. Laud-
erdale, FL; Cary, N.C.; Ann Arber, MI; Fremont, CA. As stated by
Mayor Seiler, "This new ranking by fDi Magozine serves as an interna-
tional recognifion that the City of Fort Lauderdale is continuing to move
forward on the right track. The City’s sound fiscal management, pro-
gressive economic development iniliotives and long-term infrastructure
investment strategies have created o high level of optimism that is frig-
gering billions of dollars in private and public investment.”

Lien A Pr The City’s Lien Amnesty Program has been ex-
hndemEu membarhgﬂth. Pro rfyswaw::a?a are invited fo take
advantage u?fhis special offer. Neigﬁebors whe bring their property
into compliance can clear outstanding liens at a significantly reduce
rate—some up to 85%! More information, including an application
and fact sheet, can be obtained ot www.forflauderdale.gov/lien-
amnesty, by sending an email fo LlienAmnesty@Forilauderdal.gov or by
calling 954-828-5050.

Nextdoor Media Social Network Update: In August of lost year, the City be-
came the first in Florida to launch Nextdoor, a free, privote social net-
working website for neighborhoods. Since that date, Nextdoor has
become an infegral part of many of our neighborhoods’ communica-

tion networks. Currently we have 47 of our neighborhoods on
Mextdoor with 1,486 of our neighbors using the website in their
neighborhoods. Additionally, those 1,486 neighbors have posted
3,426 messoges to each ulﬁar on the websitel In order to protect our
neighbors' privacy, we cannot see the content of these messages, but
we are provided with general mefrics from Nextdoor in order to track
the effectiveness of the tool. Nextdoor creates private neighborhood
sites off of our existing neighborhood boundaries and allows enly
those neighbors with addresses within the neighborhoed fo join.
Meighbors are able to use the site fo get to know their neighbors;
share information about traffic, lost pets, crime and emergency pre-
paredness; ask questions or get advice on babysitters, restaurants,
carpet cleaners and more; nﬂ], borrow and give away tools, furniture,
bicycles and any other items; and receive and comment on important
information from City officials. As a City we have been using
Nextdoor to share information about upcoming events, new pro-
grams, traffic advisories and severe weather alerts. Nextdoor provides
a platform to share exciting new developments citywide, as well as
Bermnnlize neighborhood security concerns on o neighborhood level.
istrict 1 participants include Bay Colony, Coral Ridge, Coral Ridge
Country giub Estates, Coral Ridge Isles, Imperial Point, Lake Estates,
Landings, Palm Aire Village East; South Twin Lakes (neighborhood in
an unincorporated area); Sunrise Intracoastal and Twin Lakes Morthl

Run. Hide. Fight. Surviving an Active Shooter Event: | know we never
want fo think that this sort of thing could happen, but in the real world,
and in light of all the shootings throughout the country, it is important.
This instructional video demonstrates opfions on surviving an active
shooter situation including escape routes, hiding spots, and fighting
back as a last resort. It can be fzund on the City’s Police Web Page at
hitp:/ /www.lpd.org/. One of our constituents requested we put this
information in our newsletter — thank you for the suggestion!

TMA Sun Trolley and B-cycle Performance Repert: The following is a mid-yeor
ridership report for the Downtown Fort Lauderdale Transporiation
Management Association [TMA) Sun Trolley service and the B-Cycle
Bike gﬁur& ram for the 2012-13 fiscal year. Through May 2013,
the Sun Trolley has carried @ system-wide total of 336,190 passen-
gers, which is a 47% increase over this point lost year. This increase
was in part a result of adding the former Housing Authority (HACFL)
routes, the increase in the Beach Link service from four days a week to
seven days and the introduction of the Airport Excursion route, all be-
ginning in January of this year. Based on current ridership, the Sun
Trolley is projected to carry opproximately 490,000 passengers for
the 2012-13 fiscal yeor; a 45% increase. The City's parinership with
the B-Cycle Bike Share program has been o success since its start in
mid-December 201 1. For the nine months of FY12, there were 9,458
bike rentals, and for the first six months of FY12 there have been
6,164 bike rentals. There will be another report out after this service
has been active for 2 years. These results show that the TMA Sun Trol-
ley and the B-Cycle siZ: Share program are a viable and nacasmrm
element o the Fort Lauderdale’s fransportation network, providing the
connectivity for our residents, workforce and visitors 1o the City.

Office Contact: Robbi Uptegrove — 954-828-5033; email:
ruptegrove@fortlauderdale.gov

In addition to hosting two pre-ogenda meetings twice a month, | am
also available to attend your HSA meetings fo update your neighbor-
hood on what is going on in the City as well as answer any ques-
tions/concerns you may have. Please contact Robbi to schedule.

NOTE: The Commission is on recess until August 20th. Office staff will
be here fo assist with any concerns or issues you may have. Sched-
uled meetings will resume August 12th.

EDITOR’S NOTE: For easy access to the many links offered in Vice Mayor
Roberts update {and other articles) check the online versions of the
articles in the GMCA website [www.galtmile.com). »
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BGCPA meets GVIGA

Property Appraiser Shares Good News with Galt Mile

By Eric Berkowitz

On June 20, 2013, Broward County Property Appraiser (BCPA) Lori Parrish sent two trusted officials from her

office to address the Galt Mile Community Association (GMCA) Advisory Board. Deputy Property Appraiser

Bob Wolfe, a longtime friend to the Galt Mile who handles media relations for Parrish was joined by Condo-

minium and Cooperative Division Coordinator Maureen Morrison. Since the Advisory Board represents home-
owners who fall under her purview, Morrison initially took the floor.

Parrish Report Boosts Spirits

Three weeks earlier, Parrish released the “2013 Estimate of Taxable Values”, a statistical compilation generated annually on June 1.
Focusing on residential sales transactions that were closed between January 2, 2012 and January 1, 2013, the report lists the esti-
mated gross taxable value of properfies in each of Broward's 31 muni:ipu?i'ries, as well as certain neighborhoods, the County’s unin-
corporated area and fax districts component fo the County’s assorted taxing authorities. More importantly, it compares the 2013
values to those of 2012, demonstrating the percentage change for each of the included jurisdictions.

In shert, it is invaluable as @ market barometer for real estate in Broward County. After summarizing the data, Morrison announced
that our housing market is bouncing bock. With the exception of the unincorporated area and 28 homes in the Lilliputian community
of Lazy Loke, 30 of Broward's 31 municipalities booked a healthy increase in property values. Closer scrufiny of the 8.29% decline in
the unincorporated area revealed that lower values for sizable tracts owned by Florida Power & Light dragged down a modest in-
crease in residential property values.

With $60 million added to its $25 billion tax base, Fort Laud-
erdale values jumped 4.36%, juiced by long delayed new con-
struction. In Broward County, a $603 million increase in property
values pumped up the countywide tox roll to $132 billion, a
4.39% improvement over the previous year that prompted the
Property Appraiser to describe current home value levels as “pre-
recession”, Broward recaptured 75% of its 2008 $176 billion
value, when the overinflated real estate bubble expleded, precipi-
tating the recession. Fort Lauderdale realized 80% of its 2008
532?:i||inn pre-recession tax roll.

While last year's “2012 Estimate of Taxable Values” also showed
a net increase, the 1.24% improvement was distilled from a snake-
bit mixed bag of 2011 municipal economic snapshots. Declines
suffered by eight of the County’s cifies (including Dania Beach and
Tamarac) were marginally offset by modest gains in the other 23.
More than one-quarter of Broward's municipalities were flirting
with abbreviated work weeks, roundhouse ﬁ:?,rcﬁs, massive service
cutbacks ond unplanned job furloughs while impoverished Laud-
erdale Lakes foced a $9 million degl to BSO for unpaid dispatch
services, a $1.4 million budget shorifall, a $30 million long term
marker, $2.5 million |'.-iH;:=.-recfi from its CRA account o keep the
lights on and imminent receivership. In contrast, this year's data
portrays a 12 month storybook regional recovery.

To avoid the acrimony suffered by most government staffers in the
tax business, Morrison issued a preemptive BCPA disclaimer, not-
ing that assessments are not only based on the valuations crunched
by the Property Appraiser, but also on tax rates unilaterally set by
the County, its municipalities, and other statutory taxing authorities
i.e. School Board, Hospital District, Water Management District,
Children’s Services, etc.]. When queried about upcoming assess-
ments, Morrison admonished “Unfil these rafes are set in early Au-
gust and finalized at Public Hearings in September, there’s no way
of knowing how the data will translate into tax bills.” However,
Ccunlﬁ and City officials have been floating clues alluding to mod-
est millage hikes.

Continued on poge 13
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Parrish....Continued
The Millage Mystery

For instance, aofter Broward County agreed to fund o long owaited
consolidated countywide emergency gispui:h service, seltling an in-
creminagcliz belligerent dispute with many of its major cities [including
Fort Lauderdale], County Commissioners updated consfituent munici-
palities in their reslpediva Districts about the settlement’s financial im-
ct. At the May 16 Galt Mile Advisory Board meeting, John
ewsireet - District Direclor for County Commissioner gi‘n LaMarca -
revealed plans to raise the County millage rote by .17 mils to offset
an anficipated $20.3 million funding shortfall for the $42.6 million
project, Newstreet said “About $21 will be added to the tox assess-
E‘iem] for  homesteaded property with an average taxable valve of
121,000."

City officials have also been dropping breadcrumbs suggestive of an
increase. Al recent Advisory Board and Presidents Council meetings,
Cig Commissioner Bruce Roberts repeatedly commented that despite
a City Commission policy to immobilize the City's Millulge rate, a
slight uptick may be necessory to address debt and fue ?rowth eriti-
cal to the recovery. Citing the Property Appraiser's June | valuation
report as evidence of o recovering housing market, Fort Lauderdale
Ml::)i(ur Jock Seiler surmised that we may “see a little bit of o bounce
bac UE" in our tax bills, while waxing opfimistically “I think it'll be
negligible.”

After 6 years of hotfooting their wag through budgEt gauntlets
strapped fo a frozen millage rate while squeezing blood from nickels
to make payroll, the prospect of once again collecting enough tax
revenues 1o pninle&s;_rl pay the bills has our local public officials float-
ing on endorphins. They are dabbling with two options. If they stick
fo last year's Millage rate, the higher valuations will increase tax bills
and bring in more revenues. They are also trying to determine
whether %col taxpayers are adequately confident in the economy to
additionally cushion the budget by nudging the Millage.

Housing Bounces Back

Morrison clarified that although valuations are harvested from last
year's sales acfivity, City and County officials draw on more recent
data when configuring millage rates. As reported in the Sun Sentinel
and Miami Ham?d, median single family home prices in Broward
rose 22% to $250,000 in May, os the market continved o dramatic
reversal after six years of price declines that hit bottom in 2012. The
May 2013 Broward median price for condos jumped 28.2%, accord-
ing fo the Greater Fort Lauderdale Realtors.

Another key market statistic is the estimated number of months it
would take to deplete the entire housing inventory given current sales
rates. Of purliculf:r interest to Galt Mile homeowners, this industry in-
dicator is commonly used to determine whether we are in o buyers’
or sellers’ market, 'the standard benchmark for a balanced market (in
which neither buyer nor seller enjoys the upper hand) is 5.5 months
of inventory. Higher numbers (larger inventories) favor buyers while
lower numbers ]qsrnuller inventories) favor sellers. In May 2013,
Greater Realiors of Florida reported a 3.4 months’ supply of single
family homes and o 4.3 mnnl’l:s' supply of condos, denoting o market
wherein sellers squarely call the shots. After five Jrﬂurs of buyers
cherry-picking properties, the markef transitioned in January of 2011;
when Tﬁe su p’; of single family homes and condos both shrunk to
less than 5.5 months of inventory, passing control to sellers.

Constitutional Cnrznﬂ
Morrison turned her ottention to several newly approved Constitu-
fional Amendments that were o positive by-product of @ morenic leg-
islative vendetta. Since many Florida Legislators view constitutiona
dictums as personal playthings, former House Speaker Dean Cannon
and former Senate President Mike Haridopolos Eecame apoplectic
when Florida voters passed Constitutional Amendments 5 and 6 in
2010 - which pmr_hﬁ

Better— Jea ltheare
Caring for those who cared for us!

A Linle-Known Benefit for
Aging Vetcrans
Did you know there is & government benefit that pays for canregivers in the home?
Please be advised that you may be entitled to 8 Deparument of Veterans
Affairs bepefit called the Aid and Attendance and Pension benefit.
This benefit can be significan, it covers services that incliede light housekeeping, cooking
shopping, transportation, and other activities of daily living.
Qualification does vary.
Feel free to call us a1 954-473-4008 to leam more.

gty .

Our companions are available hourly, weekly, overnight or on a live-in basis.
Broward License # - 30211603

YOU CAN'T AFFORD
TO NOT HEAR.

Introducing an
invisible* hearing aid you can afford.

$1500 AraR

Only $1500

for a limited time

5
For more information call
954-563-4226

A Atlantic Hearing Aid Center
2310 E. Oakland Park Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33306

“Individusl resulty may vary. Imsibility may vary based on your sars anafomy
2 2017 All Rights Reserved NPADTINT-D0-EE-XX 1111
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Porrish....Confinued

election oulcomes by gerrymondering voling districts. Outraged by the
rrospecr of ordinary cifizens messing with Ie%i:hﬁve career paths by
eveling longiwisted elecloral playing fields, 1 islative leaders
dumped 11 proposed junk amendments inlo last November’s ballot.

Hoping that impatient voters would tick off “yes” or “no” based on litile
more than a deliberately misleading ballot title, they introduced propos-
als to make the Judiciary subservient to the Legisloture, scotch the line
separating Church and Stote, and reverse Constitufional privacy profec-
fions for every woman in the State of Florida, which were then glandad
with o series of overly generous although emctionally chorged tox ex-
emptions. At the October 18, 2012 GMCA Advisory Board meeting,
BCPA Media honcho Bob Wolfe worned members that the pmposag
amendments were "ducaﬁaﬁva' and the tax proposals shared one ele-
ment, “They would force local rnments lo explode tox rates for
property awners.” While handily rejecting asinine or blatantly partisan
proi:osals and some arbitrarily generous tox gifts, voters approved sev-
eral of the more reasonable largeted tax exemptions.

Mearrison briefly summarized how these new Amendments affect pru&
erty owners. Amendment 2 extended an existing exemption for combat-
disabled veterans from Florido to oll combal-disabled veterans,
regardless of where they resided when entering the military. Amend-
ment 9 entitles the surviving spouses of first responders who die in the
line of duty [volunteer law enforcement officers, correctional officers,
firefighters, emergency medical technicians and purumadhcﬁﬂ lo the
same fotal homestead Igumpnrly tax exemption currently available to sur-
viving spouses of Florida military veterans who die from servicecon-
nected causes on active duly. A bit more of a streich is Amendment 11,
which authorizes cities and counties 1o grant full homestead property
tax relief to low-income seniors who have lived in o home vu?:nud al up
to $250,000 for at least 25 years. Since the relief is contingent on su-
permajority approval by both the City and County, it is un1iEel;.r to be-

come effective until after 2014 - if ever.

Ludicrous
Opening the floor to questions, Morrison and Wolfe were asked how
the 2013 legislative session impacled fax exemplions. One Advisory
Board mamger inquired about the fate of legislation he referred to as
“The Mercenary Snitch Bill*. Filed by Sarasolo Senator Nancy Defert,
Senate Bill 182 provided for two vehicles conceived to deter abuse of
Florida's Homeslead Exemption. The bill sought lo cultivale whistleblow-
ers by placing a bounty on Homeslead cheals - either “double dippers”
who claim homestead status for two or more properties in different juris-
dictions by fraudulently characterizing each one as their primary resi-
dence or scofflaws who rent their homesteaded properties without
Eililury aclive duty exemption or explicit approval from the Property
ppraiser.

A second section of the bill required Condominium ond Cooperative as-
sociofions lo annually submit to the County Property Appraiser by Janu-
ary 31st “A list of the units that were rented in the previous year rather
than eccupied by the owner.” While fnrci;g associofions lo generate
uncompensated work product, the bill failed to provide them with liabil-
ity protection. For instance, if the Property Appraiser aggressively pur-
sued the owner of a unit mistakenly idenfified by the asseciafion as

having been rented, the association could face costly damages. Even if
the in?ormulion were accurate, since scofflaws at risk for sizable sums in
back taxes, penalfies, and interest are often predisposed to slug out a set-
flement in cour, their mandaled involvement muﬁlrmlan lo place as
sociations at greund zero in a legal maelstrom they would otherwise
observe from the sidelines.

Although tl‘rak' would have liked to get rental lists from “associations
turned snilch”, most Properly Appraisers agreed that the whislleblower
bounty was counterproductive.
ible “tips* would have 1o be individually inveﬁﬂgalad by the Appraiser's
office, several taslil"'_.ringhzmperr}r Appraisers lold the Senate Committee
on Community Affairs that it would overwhelm their limited resources
while preducing few viable leads. Expressing familiority with the bill, Beb
Wolfe fielded the question, explaining that the bill failed. In foct, it never
made it past the Community Affairs Commitiee, where it was marconed

on the Calendar through Sine Die (the end of the session).

Another Advisogr Board member asked about a bill that would enable
any Florida resident to rent o homesteaded property for up to 30 days
each year. Declaring that Homeslead Exemptions were never meant to
be applicable 1o rental properties, Wolle dispnroiad Senate Bill 342
sponsored by Senator John Thrasher os a “bod joke". He added thot

ince an ensuing flood of marginally cred-

the shortterm rental bill was approved because “Thrasher is a former
Chairman of the Republican Party of Florida, and a close ally of Senate
President Don Gaelz.”

Wolfe explained that the bill was a favor from Thrasher - who repre-
sents Putnam, Flagler and St. Johns Counties - lo St. Johns County Tox
Collector Dennis Hollingsworth, a Thrasher supporter. Ponte Vedra
Beach, south of Jacksonville in St. Johns County, is home to the head-
ﬁ1uurters of the PGA Tour and hests The Ployers Chompionship. Golf en-
usiasts, links groupies and media personnel who annually swarm the
rencw rass Golf Courses during The Players Champi-
onship and other PGA events need temporary room and
Thrasher drafted the legislation because local homeowners who want to
annually rent space to PGA golfers or paparazzi covering PGA events
feared that St. Johns Property Appraiser ﬁ'luurnn Oulland would shred
their Homestead Exsmf)t s. Seizing an oppertunity fo share some
local media glow, Hollingsworth and Thrasher cooked up this turkey.

Wolle commented "The new law is virlually useless for the purposes that
most owners — or lenants — lease a property, although the fﬂ-cfgy lease
terms are perfect for siphoning a few bucks from the golf tournament.”
While facilitating lucrative month-long rentals for @ handful of St. Johns
homeowners, enacling this local pulmnagwm]em miffed Property Ap-
praisers across the Stale, who agree with Wolfe that the geocentric
measure solely benefits the sponsor's upstale constiluents.

Tangible Personal nf?qu

An association official asked Morrison and Wolfe how residential per-
sonal property is freated when o unit is leased to a fenant, Wolfe ex-
plained how items that would be ardinarily be considered household
goeds by an owner living on the property - such os stoves, refrigeralor s
and furniture - become taxable Tun?lble Personal Property ITPF" which
must be reported each year. Even if the owner-landlorfails fo file o tax
return reflecting rental income, the Properly Appraiser will assess tun?ibia
personal property by making a “best estimate” based on similar equip-
ment and assets owned by other businesses that lease comparable prop-
e ffies. The assessment will also include a 25% penalty for nondiling,
incentivizing ownerlondlords to annually file a fimely retum

Morrison added that owners who disagree with the assessed TPP value -
or any other valuotion listed on their TRIM notices - can provide odditional
informtion to the Fmperrt Appraiser demonsirating that the appraised
value differs from the market value of the property. If still dimﬁsﬁed

perty owners have 25 days from the Apuguﬂ mailing date of the TRIM

ice o file a petition with the Broward County Value Adjustment Board
(VAB). The actual deadline - which is always in mid-September of each
year - is indicated on the TRIM nofice.

Finally, Walfe reminded the Advisory Board that the Pro rlxdﬁppruisar
sponsors monthly customer service outreach events for (;:H' ile resi
J;cr'l?s BCPA staffers — including a Deputy Property Appraiser — will assist
area residents with Homestead, Senior, and other exemption applico-
tions, as well as answer assessment questions in the Beach Community
Center at 3351 NE 33rd Avenue from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM on the
final Fridoy of each month.

BCPA Contoct Info
* To contact BCPA Condominium and Cooperative Division Supervisor
Maureen Morrison, call 954-357-6832 or email her al

mmeorrison@bcpa.net

* To conlact exemption ;Jﬂciu“sl and BCPA Media point man Bob
Wolfe, call 954-357-6871 or email him at medio@bcpa.nef

= For questions about scheduled oulreach events, contact Nicoleta Jones
at 954-357-5579 or send an email to njones@bcpa. net

* For Customer Service, call Assistant Property Appraiser Kim Cardone
at 954-357-6830 or send her an email ol keardone@bcpa.net

* To rat oul friends and neighbors, call BCPA fraud-buster Ron Caccia-
tore at 954-357-6900 or email him af rcacciatore@bcpa.net

® For the Big Cheese, call Lori Parrish of 954-357-6904 or send her an
email ot lori@bcpa. net

Sur risin-gg, N'rgy will rasg:md — even Parrishl Disabled? Have trouble
walking? Call Customer Service Manager Kelly Brown at 954-357-
6035 or email her at kbrown@bcpa.net to arrange for o FREE Home-
bound Outreach visit by o bana fide Deputy Property Appraiser — in
your home! That's right. These guys deliver(lle



THE DOCTOR

will see you now.

GET A SAME OR NEXT-DAY APPOINTMENT.

CALL 954.888.DOCS (3627).

Marlene Aramburu, DO Coralee Camargo, MD Jennifer Capezzuti, DO Diana Hodarnau, MD Sandhya Nemade, MD
Family Practice Family Practice Family Practice Internal Medicine Internal Medicine
6405 N Federal Hwy. 3536 N Federal Hwy. 4750 N Federal Hwy. 6333 N Federal Hwy. 6405 N Federal Hwy.
#300A #102 #300 #225 #102
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 FL. Lauderdale, FL 33308 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 FL Lauderdale, FL 33308

Not feeling well? Need to see a doctor right away?

These Broward Health Physician Group doctors are offering same-day or next-day
appointments”. With several convenient locations, we have a doctor near you. So if
you want fast relief or need a new doctor, just call 954.888.DOCS (3627) or visit
BrowardHealth.org/doctor to schedule an appointment.

Medicare and most insurance plans accepted.

"Same-day appointments must be made before 11am. Hours are M-F 8:30am-5pm

Dz BROWARD HEALTH
e PHYSICIAN GROUP

Receive a FREE FIRST AID KIT when you arrive for your appointment.




IWo Offices Serving South
oESTaDNSRedin 1 97 e
' InSECOTTa

OCEAN SUMMIT
BeavmiruL vrcraneDd L1 osn
WiITH SE vIEWS 0F THE OCEAN.

COvVERED DEEDED PARKING,

$259.900,
Muscima van Koiger 954-655-6877

Elorida

I..i.' L

VILLA MEDICI
3 B, 2.5 RaTH CUSTOM DESIGNED
TOAWNHOME WITH IMPACT WINDOWS,
CROWN MOLBING AN MUCH MORE.
S320.900,
Josg Goser 954-557-8797

SEA RANCH CLUB A
3 Ben, 2.5 maril WITH WIRAP AROUND
HALCONY & PANORAMIC DUEAN VIEWS,
‘ll ANY FINE FEATURES T MENTHIN,
S720.000,
Lynye Havke 954-303-0071

PLAYA DEL MAR
2 Ben, 2 mari on THE SE CcoRNER
WITH BREATHTAKING VIEWS, GRANITE
FLOORS, IMPACT WINIHIWS AND MORE!
S5ES, 000,
Lysse Have 954-303-0071

ROYAL AMBASSADOR
Furmiswen 1 sen, 1 sar wirn
SUNSET VIEWS, IMPACT GLASS
BALCONIES AND SO MUDCH MORE.
£219.500.

ColLees Kevry 954-598-1544

i D .
- - R

SEA RANCH LAKES
-l- HI (| 4 HATH MEM. HHIME WITH iWVER
41000 54, ¥, OPFEN CHEF'S KITCHEN,

IMMACULATELY MANTAINED!
SO80,0400,
Jen Parken 954-234-T305

OCEAN CLUB CONDO
2 BEp, 2 BATH CONDD OVERLODKING
THE OCEAN 1HAS SPACIOUS ROOMS OVER
160 503, FT1. FULL AMENITIES.
SIKRY.000,
Davip Pickerixg 954-288-8110

CRISTELLI
3 Ben, 3 war, SE umiy on A wiGH
FLOMERE,; FULLY FURNIEHED; WA
ARDUND BALCONY & PET FRIENDLY,
S1LABE, 500,
JeEry Kans 954-445-6307

THE POINTE
2 Bep, 2 nATH IN PRISTINE CONDITION.
FULL AMEXITY BUILDISG ON THE
INTRACOASTAL. PETS ALLOWED.
499,000,
Svivie Bagnerre 954-818-8808

BEACHWAY ESTATES
3 B, 2 nami rOOL HOME, GREXT
OFEN FLOOEH PLAN, U'PCRADED KITCHEN
AND REMUOBDELEDN BWATHS,
S2E9.000.

Kaneny Keviey 954-444-0798

OCEAN SUMMI
2 Ben, 2 patn NE conxen
OVERLOOKING THE BEACH, DreN
KITOHEN, IMPACT WiNDOWs & MORE.
S349.00M).
NAsSER ALCHIMAK 954-865-5084

THE POINTE
Tunee 2 pen, 2.5 namm unms
FOR SALE, MHE KALE AVAILABLE,
LOW MAINTENANCE & PET FRIENDLY.,
S4Z5.000 - S460,000,
Stuart Gooowix 954-610-T789

CORAL RIDGE TOWERS

Beavrirur 2 nen, 2 gaTh coxbo

NEW HURRICANE SHUTTERS, GREAT
INTRACOASTAL VIEWS,
S284.000,

Roy Luna 954-562-3154

2 Ben, 1 navi HoME e 15 1926
5 & UNIQUE LANDMARK. Harowoonp
FLOMIES, FIREPLAUCE AND CHARMING,
53190040,
Jurie Vax Py 954-240-8074

ol <— =

BERMUDA RIVIERA
Seacious 33 DEEPWATER RESIDENCE,
N0 FTXED BRIDGES. Cooks KITCHEN,

CHOWN MOLDBING AND vore!
S959.900.
Fom Worr 954-T09-2565

PALM-AIRE CC
StusminG 4 men, 4 warn Vieoa nos
COMPLETELY REMODELED & FURNISHED
MARBLE FLOORS, FRENCH DOORS,
S389.900.

Gustavo Guasies 954-682-9500

3010East Commercial Bolevard | Fort Lauderdale 33308 954-776-5400
.~ 3433 Galt Ocedn Drive |"Fort Lauderdale 33308 954-315-0830
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