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Lunch Alone or
Dine with Your Friends?
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There’s Always Room at Our Table
Stop By...Have Lunch...Start Smiling
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Assisted Living Facility #6649 Assisted Living Facility #7172 Assisted Living Facility #4416
1189 W River Drive 1776 NE 26th Street 1639 NE 26th Street
Margate, FL 33063 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305

(954) 372-6388

Independent & Assisted Living
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Oceanfront Wet Bar

Come put your toes in the sand at Broward’s premier beachside senior community. The location is incredible (just across the street from
the beach), and meals, maintenance and housekeeping are taken care of for you. Take an art class, exercise in the beachside fitness
center, catch live entertainment or enjoy a chauffeured outing. The food is incredible, and the views from the 10th floor ocean-view
dining room are unforgettable. Best of all, there’s no expensive buy-in or endowment, so it's easy to say “cheers” to the beach life!

Start the year right with a complimentary gift and tour.
Discover the affordable beach lifestyle

» Spacious rental apartments Fitness center » Wellness center

* Spectacular ocean and * Heated pool, whirlpool « Weekly housekeeping
Intracoastal views and sundeck * Local transportation

L {}Q{.’.ﬂ"'\'i[ﬂ" {ll!'llllg TOom " Pj““ﬂ |ﬂl]l'|§;(f ™ M’ilﬂilhlE ﬂ“'h‘itf

* Chef-prepared meals * Live entertainment Assisted Living
e Art studio and library  Ocean-access boat docks  * Beauty salon

OF H J‘kll’."ﬂxu BEACH
1371 S. Ocean Blvd., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 » (954) 943-1936 * www.fivestarpremier-pompanobeach.com
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DEVELOPMENT & RESTORATION INC.

« Stuctural Column Repairs

* High Rise Baloony Repairs
« Stucoo Repairs
=« Concrete Restoration
o Full Deck Replacement
« Catwalk Repairs
» Waterproofing Systems
» Exppansion joint Repairs
* Epony Injection
o Garage Docks
* Pool & Pool Decks
= Planter Restoration
= Projoct Management
«Liustom Raillongs
o Impact Windows & Doors
ePainting

* 561-272-3700 « WWW.CDRILNET e Carousel@CDRILnet »

Check out
below

the before
and after
pictures of
South Point
Condo!

Carousel Development & Restoration, Inc completely replaced all 400 balconies and

manfactured & installed all the custom hurricane impact state-of-the-art glass railings at South

Point Condo. It was truly a pleasure making these towers stand out on the Galt Ocean Mile.




HOMESTEA

MADE

D EXEM

PTIONS

EASY 2015

By Eric Beskowitz

If you are new to the Galt Mile neighborhood, ran through 62 to 65
candles on your last birthday cake or plan to cash out your suburban
Pyongyang chalet for @ South Florida canalfront pied-aterre, perus-
ing your tax exemplions can brighten your bank account. How will
downsizing your empty nest and locking up that sweet litle beach-
front condo inflate your tax bill2 How can you homestead a Florida
home while your spouse homesteads another in New York? Although
invesiment properties are supposedly ineligible for Homestead pro-
tection, carefu y timed lease agreements enabled Flerida residents to
rent their properties without losing their exemptions — until 2013.
That's when a 5t. Augustine lawmaker delivered a patronage perk to
his constituents — and consequently obliterated a constitutional right
of Homesteaded Florida homeowners to rent their properties for more
than 30 days every other year. Welcome to our annual foray inte the
land of Ad Valorem ambiguity.

Mearly 80 years in the making, Florida's first Homestead Exemption
was proposed in 1933 by Fort lauderdale Statehouse Representative
Dwight Laing Rogers 5r. in response fo widespread economic turmail
[including massive statewide property tax detaults) during the post-
1929 Great Depression. Later serving as Fort Lauderdale’s first Con-
?ressman from f‘?dtd until he passed in 1254, in 1925 Rogers
ounded Rogers, Marris & Zeigler [Broward's oldest law firm), which
is currently managed by his grandsen, City Commissioner Romney C.
Rogers.

The original constitutional amendment was approved by the Florida
electorate in 1934 and provided for a $5000 homestead exemption
[comparable to shielding property valued ot $88,950 in 2014 dal-
lars). A Statutory increase to $10,000 was enacted by lawmakers in
the 1960s. Following a 1968 revision of the Florida Constitution,
when condo owners launched a Constitutional challenge against for-
mer Broward Tax Assessor William Markham for denying tﬁeir 1949
Homestead Exemptions (Ammerman v. Markham, 22% S50.2d 423
[Fla. 1969)), the court reversed a lower court decision supporting
Markham — thereby extending the exemption to individual conde-
minium units. Landslide voter approval of a 1980 constitutional
amendment raised the exemption to $25,000. On Januvary 29,
2008, voters approved Constitutional Amendment #1, which
shielded a second $25,000 from taxation, expanding the exemp-
tion's total value to $50,000.

As amended in 2008, the Florida Constitution [VII}(6), provides legal
Florida residents with a Homestead Exemption on their homes, con-
dominiums, corop apartments, and certain mobile home lots - if they
qualify. Copped ot ESG,DDG, this substantial exemption is applicable
to the first and third $25,000 of the assessed valuve of an owner/oc-
cupied residence. While the first $25,000 applies to all property
taxes, the second $25,000 does NOT offset taxes assessed by the
Broward County School Board, a histerically corrupt taxing authority
that nourished the careers of myriad Federal and State prosecutors.
Even so, Broward County property owners shielded by the Home-
stead Exemption in 2014 averaged savings of $646 10 $1,114 [de-
pending upon their respective municipal millage rates) for homes

valued at $75,000 or more. A Homestead Exemption added benefit,
the “Save Our Homes" tax cap, enabled the average Broward home-
steaded homeowner in 2014 to blot cut another $1,074 in taxes. As
property values edge up, this residency sweetener should continue to
ripen.

You are entitled to o Homestead Exemption if, as of January 1st, you
have made the property your permaneant home or the permanent
home of a person who is legally or naturally dependent on you. As
defined in Florida Statute § 196.012(17), “'Permanent residence’
means that plclce where a person has his or her frue, ﬁxed, and per-
manent home and principal establishment to which, whenever absent,
he or she has the intention of refurning. A perscn may have onl}r ong
permanent residence at a time; and, once a permanent residence is
established in a foreign state or country, it is presumed to continue
until the person shows that a change has occurred.” Each year, your
permanent residence is determined by where you live on January 1st.

The regular filing period tor @ 2015 homestead exemption is March
2, 2014 to March 2, 2015. For those of us who sleep through this
soft deadline, Section 196.011(8), Florida Statutes, provides a sec-
ond bite ot the apple by allowing the Property Appraiser to extend
the filing deadline to September 18, 2015 for applicants who
demansirate thal extenualing circumsiances prec?uded timely applica-
tions for the 2015 exemption [our magnanimous Ms. Parris wiquc-
cept "O0Ps, | forgotl”). However, once that “hard” late filing
deadline closes, the property appraiser will no longer accept exemp-
tion applications for the year, and sob stories will fall on deaf ears.

When applying for a Homestead Exemption, you must provide the
documents listed below, dated prior to January 1, 2015. To claim the
full exarnption, all owners occupying the property as Tenants in Com-
mon [i.e., proportional share co-owners) must file in person on jointly
held property. In the case of @ husband/wife [“Tenants by the En-
tirety”} or Joint Tenants with Right of Survivorship ["JTRS"), any one
owner may qualify for 100% coverage - although it is highly advis-
able for all & igible owner-occupantis to file. If a Deed lists different
last names for married owners, o marriage certificate must be pre-
sented if the deed does not specify that IEE co-owners are married.

* Proof of Ownership: In general, the recorded Deed or Co-op Propri-
etary Lease must be held in the namels) of the individuals applying
for Homestead. You do not need to bring o copy of the deed or co-
op lease if the document has already been recorded in the Official
Records of Broward County. If the property is held in a trust, either
a Notarized Certificate of Trust OR a complete copy of the Trust
A%reement is required. Note: Broward Property Appraiser Lori Par-
rish recommends using the simple Certificate of Trust form instead
of submirﬁng the entire trust ogreement for review, as it prevents
nosy bureaucrats from noodling through your estate planning Fi-
nances,

* Proof of Permanent Florida Residence (preferably dated prior to Jonwary 1,
2015) Acceptable forms of proof are as F!:nllcws:

Confinued on poge &
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o FOR ALL APPLICANTS: *Florida Driver’s License ("Valid in Florida Only” driver |i-
cense is not acceptable) or Florida Identification Card (for non-drivers only) is required
IN ADDITION TO OMNE OF THE FOLLOWING:

* Florida Voter's Registration; or
* Recorded Declaration of Domicile.

o FOR NON-US CITIZENS: In addition to the items listed above, you must have proof
of permanent residency, resident immi?mm status [such as a “Green Card"”),
asylum/parolee status [or some other
barn minor child (U5 Citizen] who shares your residence.

*Note: it is generally against the law for a Florida resident to drive in Florida with an out
of-state license or tag it he/she claims Homestead Exemption (Sections 320.37 and
322.08 of the Florida Statutes). Since "Valid in Florida Only” driver licenses were issued
to snowbirds who didn't want to relinquish a driver license trom a different jurisdiction
where they maintained o permanent residence, their very existence is anathematic to
claiming a Florida permanent residence. Discontinued in 2009 due to a conflict with fed-
eral identification law, they are no longer issued or renewed — and will wink out of exis-

tence in 2017,

** PRUCOL is an acrenym for "Permanent Residence [in the United States) Under Color of
Law.” leeched from the 1978 case "Holley vs. Lavine” in the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit that casually evolved inte doctrine for determining local or
State benefils eligibility, PRUCOL applies to individuals who are neither U3, citizens nor
aliens lawfully ogmih‘ed tor permanent residence (i.e. lawhul temporary residents,
refugees, political parclees, asylum graniees, deferred deportation, efc.). Essentially, it
includes aliens living in the Ll.5>i with the knowledge and permission (express or implied)
of the USCIS [United States Citizenship and Immigration &rvices] and whose departure
that agency does not contemphtﬁ Enfor-::ing.

Following the September 11, 2001 tragedy, the Homeland Securig Act of 2002 dissolved
the Immigration and Naluralization Service (INS) on March 1, 2003. Its operalions were
separated info three component agencies - United States Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices (USCIS), Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Pro-
tection {CBP) — and transferred from the Justice Department to the newly formed
Department of Homeland Security. The USCI5 focuses exclusively on the administration of
benefit applications.

Pursuant to Rule 120-7.007|3), Florida Administrative Code, anyone residing in the U.5.
under what is considered a "temporary” visa |E-, F-, H-, J, L, M-, N, O-, P, TC- or Rclass
visa) is ineligible for @ Homestead Exemption. Regardless of how long they've owned
homes or lived/worked in Florida — or the number of times their visas were legally re-
newed, those living here under “Temporary Protected Status” (TPS) are also ineligible.

* The Florida Department of Revenue application form [DR-501) requests the followin
information for all awners living on the premises and filing (if applicable). Most of the
requested information is extraneous (bureaucratic HD?SEIIT‘IE and will only be reviewed if
the county property appraiser determines that the eligibility documentation provided is
inconclusive.

o Each owner's current employer

o Date of each owner's last Florida permanent residency

o Date of each owner's previous residency outside Florida and date terminated

o Date of occupancy for each property owner

o Social Security numbers of clﬁ-:::-wners filing, including the Social Security num-
bers of any married spouses - even if not ?iling or named in the Deed (as per
Section 196.011{1)(b], F.5.) - are required*

o Florida Voter Registration number (U5, citizen) or Immigration number (if not
LS. citizen]

o Florida Drivers License, Florida 1.D. and/or Vehicle Tag numbers (if applicable)

o Percentage of Ownership

o Declaration of Domicile w/residency date

o School Location of Dependent Children

o Bank Statement and &ecking Account Mailing Address

o Addresses listed on last |.R.S. income tax returns

o Naome and Address of any owners not residing on the properhy

* As per section 196.011(1){b), Florida Statutes, the mandated Social Security numbers
are used by Property Appraisers for regulatery housekeeping — to verily taxpayer identity
and help sort property owners accounts.

* Florida Statute 196.011(9) (o) requires the owner to nofify the Property Appraiser
whenever the use of the property or the status or condition of the owner|s) changes so
as to change the exempt status of the property. If the status of the property or the

Confinued on poge 7
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owner(s) alters Homestead eligibility, the law requires notification of
the Property Appraiser’s office by March 1st. Failure to so notify the
property appraiser exposes the property owner to 10 years of
refroactive tax indebtedness plus 15 percent interest per annum and
a penalty of 50 percent of the taxes fraudulently exempted. IFa
scofflaw moves to a subsequently purchased Florida property, the
local Property Appraiser will record a nofice of lien in the county or
r:ounéies wherein the deadbeat’s new property or properties are lo-
cated.

The amount of the homestead exemption granted to an owner resid-
ing on a particular property is applied against the proportional
amount of that person’s interest in the property. For example, assum-
ing a property valued at $40,000, with the residing owner’s interest
in the property being $20,000, only $20,000 of the homestead ex-
emption can be applied to that property. If there are multiple owners,
all as joint tenants with rights cfsurvimfship, the owner living ot
property filing can take the full $25,000 exemption.

If you |or your spouse) hove a Homestead Exemptlion in any other
county, state or country [or an equivalent permanent residency-based
exemplion or fax credit, such as New ‘r’orﬁ "S.TAR" exempl]onl
on another property you also currently own, you will not be eligible
for a homestead in Broward until you surrenJ::' the exemption in that
other jurisdiction. However, there are largely unpublicized excep-
tions to this rule that may benefit thousands of Floridians in snake-bit
marriages.

In the 2010 Florida case Wells v. Haldeos — 48 So. 3d 85 (Flo. 2d
DCA 2010) - o separated husband and wile {lames Haldeos and
Rosa Accomando) each had their own homesteads [Accomando
lived and worked in New York]. On separating, they never spoke
and other than the homes, shared nothing, When Pasco County
property appraiser Mike Wells denied Haldeos a homestead exemp-
tion because his wife had one in New York, they headed to the
courthouse.

The Homestead Exemption provision in the Florida Constitution — Arti-

cle VI, Section &6(b) — provides that "Net more than one exemption
shall be allowed any individual or family unit or with respect to any
residential unit.” Since the Florida Depariment of Revenue is charged
with establishing rules and regulations for assessing and collecling
taxes, it had previously addressed this issue by udging Rule 12D-
7.007(7) to TEE Florida Administrative Code [FAC). It states:

“A married woman and her hushand may establish separate permonent residences
without showing “impelling reasens” or “just ground” for doing so. If it is deter-
mined by the property approiser that separate permanent residences and separate

“family units” have been established by the husbond and wife, and they are other-

wise qualified, each be granted homestead exemption from od valorem taxa-
tion under Article VII, Section &, 1968 State Constitution. The fact that both
residences may be owned by both husbond and wife as tenants by the entireties
will not defeat the grant of homestead od valorem tax exemption to the perma-
nent residence of each.”

Finding for Mr. Haldeos and against the Pasco County Property Ap-
praiser, the Fourth District Court of A Ipeul held that in circumstances
when a husband and wife have esmgished two separate permanent
residences in good faith and have no financial connection with and
do not provida benefits, income, or support to each other, each may
be granted a homestead exemption if they otherwise qualify. Despite
his wife's New York residency exemption, Haldeos was granted a
Homestead Exemption on his Pasco County home.

Although successhully tested in Court; this exception protecol is far
from o cakewalk. When Fort Louderdale resident Robert Brklacic
was nailed by Lori Parrish for having unnuoﬂ?; claimed a homestead
exemption on his Oakland Park home since 1979 while his wife of
13 years was also claiming a residency exemption for her Palm
Beach home, the Fourth District Court of Appeal upheld a Circuit
Court decision to drop the hammer on Brk;?:u:ic.

Continued cn poge 10

INJURED?

* AUTO ACCIDENTS
e WRONGFUL DEATH /\
e SLIP & FALL -
 WORKERS COMP.

e MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

e NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-749-3330

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

SE HABLA ESPANOL * NOU PALE KREYOL
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FUSION mSTRENGTH B CORE B STRIKE R DAMHE MIXX

JAZZERCISE OF FORT LAUDERDALE
412 E. Oakland Park Blvd. Call or text 754-224-8244
Visit jazzercise.com for a complete class schedule.

MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE TRIAL CLASS!

Check gut’our new classes mornings, eye
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE

MON TUE

e Ls Olos Ouidoor Green Market BINGD BINGO
- 1 1333 F s Ol B & S &8 . 1 3 Galt Towers Sacial Room 1 4 Regency South meﬁm
Jam. ta 2 L H-Eﬁu Gd'r uf%[ug&hi'ﬂﬂ:’
Info.: 954-426-84 sl . Info.: Bob Peork ?5#54?4063
o k426 bl Cyn Songer: 9545637268 | ot
Tth Anval Bazz Picnic in the Park
Pertarmer: Sound of Visian "}‘: L"]h” g'"?
"m] ﬁﬁrmn Eurgngicgl O Baoward [e:ﬂer[fﬁr lhe%eﬂum Arts
on o2 0pn s ,
Los Olos Qutdoar Green Market BIHGO BINGD
3 E Los Olos Elug-. ESHI{:A\'E. 1 9 20 &q}gﬁmms&midﬁ{jﬂ? 21 Regency South Posty Room
o, o d pm, I Digean Limve 7 om.
Il 9544266436 730pm | Info. Bob Peariman: 9545474063
ko Cyndi Songer: 954:5637268 .
Shion Fop Lt Ao ol
B ! High Tea & Trivia aton koot Lowderdale Airport Hobe
H’dm'?‘*“’lll,g‘,fﬁhm.'ﬂ‘j“‘g{]]h'ﬁ Fm;'m (ommissigner Bruce Roberts: Browosd Health Impesiol Point Cofeterin Empire Bofinom
ot o bion | i i m
_ o 5 .. : Beach Community Center, 6 p.m. RSVF: ?5#-?5?-?#[@ Ifo.: ?54‘333 644
. BIKGD BINGO
2 liuiu?ﬁﬂusﬂ[;ﬂ?rg?ﬂmkgr 26 27 Galt Towers Sociol Room 28 Regency South Porty Room
9am fo 2pm (4250 Galr D{;ﬂgumi're:l N : ?[El"}i
230 pom., Info.: Bob Peardman: 954-547-404
E I l vo: 9544263436 ko Cyndi Songer: 954:563-7268
BNGO BINGO.
£ e ki G St ) 3 GalTowesSocal foon | & Regency S Py
90m w2pm, HBALOeinm | vl b Pastnon: 954547 4005
; 230 p.m, Inke.: Bob Pecrimon: b
il o R . G Sange: 9545637268
Sunday Jazz Brunch
Riverwolk, Downtown FL Commissioner Bruce Roberts: Alran Brown Live! The Edible Inevitobile Tour
11 om. to2 pm. Pie-Agenda Meating Coral Speings Center for the Arfs
Infa.; 954-828-5985 Beath Community Center, & pm, Tie: 954-344-5990
! Mok BINGO BINGD
133 ﬁg Eﬂ‘ﬂﬂ'g ISEE"MUL.E 9 Galt Tawers Sodol Room 1 1 Regency South Party Room
A Uk em | i s P 95454740
. 954 30 pm, o.: Bub Peoriman; 54
o SO0 . Gy Songer: 954:5637268
Reflections In Ghass X0
Arnual Open Cor Show
Autohotion (1300 N Fedenl Highway)
10 0.m, to 3 pm
Info.; ?5“?3-”55

......

'thJ.!.E”l'l ED]E Iurr.iu Fusr [qm[cr?m '.'.:Jn hrpnﬁ{afrfenncn [Erﬂe. Jﬁﬂ.m. mﬁpm Infu !15-115-1?{&]{)

JARUAEY 17-16: Gun ond Krife Show, Wor Memeoril Auditorim, fnfo. 9544285360

WAKIDARY 17-18: 215t Anvoed South Fordo Folk Fr:sh'-'cl Hugh Taylor Birch Stote Park, Info. (email) SoFiFolk Fest@gmail com

IANUARY 17-18: Flomingo Fest, Flominga Gardens, %:30 a.m. o 4:30 pum., Info.- waew flomingogardens. o/ Events

LAHUARY 17-18: 26t Aerwod Dawntown Delroy Beoch Fastivel of the Auts, 1111 Enst Avantic &, 10 0.m, 30 5 p.m, Info.: 9544723755
LKRUNRY 24-26: 36 Aevual Maomi Hosionad Aeticues Show & Sele, Miomi Airort Convenfion [Enrer, Info.: 2397326642

FEBRUARY 6-8: 364 Annuel Fort loudendole Gresk Festial, St Demetrios Greek Orthodax Church of Fort Loudendale (815 NE 15th dve.), Info.: 954-T4 1FEST
FEBRUARY 8: ok in the Gordens, Flomingo Gardens, %30 am, 1o 5 pum, Info: 9544732955
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ON YOUR FRIDGE

THU

15

FRI

Art Deco Weekend

(Through 1,/18)

Art Deco Historic District
(1007 Deean Drive, Miomi)
Info.; 305-672-2014

16

SAT

Stone: (rub & Seafood Festival
Esplanods Pok

11 omto S pm

lef 544681541 X208

17

Eonnet House, 7 to 7 p.m,
Infa.: '?54?03—?6]4

Senior Life Sofety Progeom
Browoed Health Impesiol Paing Cofetedn

Ttodpm.
RSWP: 054-759-7400

Fairchild Tropécol Botanic Gorden
Info.: 305-667-1451

014 Intemational Orchid Show
(Thoogh 1,/25)

War A

Art Deco Weekend Coral Ridge Towes South White Eleghant Sale
iTIauuHh 1/18) 3333 NE 348 Stroet
G.M.CA. Mdvisory Boord Meeting At Deco Histodic District, Miomi Beoch Som tn?pm
Hick's ltolion Restoueont, 11 o.m. Info.; 056722014 Info. mea? 1 4too@aol com
Concerts Under the Stors th Annual Chacolote Festival 1t W Unceeked!
22 (Young Adtist Music Series) 23 (Thiough 1,/25) 24 14 Workd Huizengo Certer

(1130 Coconut Cresk Bhed)
&30 o 10:30 pm.
ok - 9548797120

Household Hozordous Woshe & Bectronics Dropoft
Will Pond Perk, 9 0.m. fo 2 pum.
ieko.: 954-828-8000 {24 hours)

29

o 9S4 The 1789
30

31

17 Anewsal Miomi Yacht and Brokerage Show

{Thwough 2/16)

badien Craek Woterway of Collins Avence, Miomi

i 3055320692

Info.: B00-365-8207 X 4

Fublix Healh & Fitmess Expa
(Through 2,14}
Beonweed County Comvention Center
Info.: 561-241-36801

South Flosida Depression Glass Show
(Thraugh 2,/1)
Emmun Low Olsen Criac Center (1801 KE &th
Street], Pampono
Info.; 3058840335
West Palm Beach Anfigues Festivl Ouidoot Juried At Iesmul
5 oo | 1 (Through 2/8)
South Flarida Foir ruuﬂgls. WPE The Bota Roton Musemn of A
oo 41977475 10am.jo 5 pm.
Thes Feet Loudendale Bus Loap
6 pm. o Michight
Info.: 354-57 440000
16 Aenwol Defray Beach Gerlic Fest F3ud orwal Flovida Resaissance Festival
{Thugh 2/8) (Thioegh 2,/8)
Downsown Didray Beoch izt Waters Pork. 10 a.m., 1o Sundown
Infa S61-274-4663 lnko.: 1-B00-3-REHFES
Flerida Wintes Stamp Show Riverwel: Blues & Music Festival
12 13 19 | 14 (vough 2/151
Wer Memariol Audiocium Esplanede Pot

I Mo wwrmesveewnlkblues. com, stove S

23rd Aol Fovida Renozssonce Festival
(Through 2,/15)
10 o, to Sundown
(et Waters Fark
Info; 1-B00-3RENFES

Fridoys: Aruba Beoch Cofé's Friday Fun Fest Pig Roast, 4 fo 7 p.m.

First Satorday of Every Manth: Beoch Cleanop, Commescial Bivd. & the Beoch LETS (Meet of Pavilion), 9 to 9:30 am., Info.: 954-7741000

Soturboys: Sunise Poclieboord Bonnet Houss Eco Tour, 928 NE 20 v, 10 0m., Iefo - 9544404562

First Saturdoy of Every Month: Hosth Beoch Art Walk, 3780 NE 32nd St, 7 10 17 pum,, Info.; 954-537-3370
Second Saturdoy of Eeery Manth: Beoch Sweep, 9 wum. to 12 pm., Info: 954-474-1835

Mondays: Food Trucks ot Artspork, 5:30 fo 10 p.m,, Youngs Circle in Hollywood
Sundays: Taurthe River Ghast Towr, Stranahan House & Water Tax, 7230 pm,, Tie: 9545244734
Soturdoys: Soturday Night Undes the South Flosida Stars, Fox Astronomical Observatory ot Markhom Poek, Sunset to Midnight, Infa.; 954-384-0442

Dosly: Yogo on the Beach, Ocean Manor Resort (4040 Golf Oceon D), %30 o.m. (weather permitting), Mats supplied, 510 donation, Info.: 754-779-751% ar 516-B40-1455

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

February 15

Sth Annual Fort Louderdals Al -"1'-. Marathon

401 SW .EMJ St WY Sth A, FL Ln:,uursrdcle_ & a.m. lo Moen
Infa.; weww.a l amarathon.com/ l:ul'l*w“

February 19+ 22

14th Annual South Beach Wine & Food Festival

South Beach, Miami

Info.; wwwsobetest.com/

Tickels: B77-762-3933

February 21

2':”_:' Secret Gor"ﬂn lour

Tour private gardens at several of Ft. lovderdale's most
ﬁ)rES‘-igiDus hbmes

2w FLGT o g

'-“""f ary 2 =l
8th Annual Cicean Adventure Expo 2015
Broward County Convention Cenler, 10 aum,

_ o/ pm.
Info.: 5617150247

(alol
wry. 28
25th Annual Walk For The Animals

Huizengo Ploza, 8 a.m. 1o idoon
Info.: 954-266:6817

e

February 28 - March |
38|1A1ruch’ndee; _:'Cl]fl

Wiar Memarial Auditorium & Holigay Park
Info;: 954-561-2020

3rd Annual Galt Mile Wine & Foad Festival
3151-3531 ':3 alt Ocean D & NE35H 5t 4 to
Inta. /Tix [-338-7594 o

WA, E."Ir tilewineondioodhastival.com

dpm

S tickels, himl

March 1315

Fairchild's 13th Annual Infemational Crchid Fu:*al*"|
Fairchild T”:uf,_d Botanic Garden, 9:30 a.m. o 4:30
Info.: waww bairchi "1-:‘ den .org

|I'.I'_-'Ev_|'i _-'_I |
The 21st an il SE Florida Scofiish Festival & Highland Games
Srvyder Park, P a.m. to 5-p.m.

Info. /Tix.: @54-460-5000 of ww

FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF EVENTS,
GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM

ke K e e)
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Homestead....Confinued

Despite living in separate homes “for personal and professional convenience,”
Brklacic acknowledged having stayed together on weekends and holidays when
they traveled together, stayed with his wile in her Palm Beach home and “con-
tinue to maintain a predominantly congenial marriage.” Recognizing that “No
constitutional or statutory definition for “family unit” exists,” the court illuminated
a critical eligibility distinction for married couples claiming separate exemptions.

On September 3, 2014, the court observed "The foregoing law and lpersur:lsiue
autherity faver finding that a married couple constitutes a single family unit when
the marriage is intact, as opposed to the couple being separated or estranged.
A single family unit would thus exist where spouses [even though living in sepo-
rate primary residences or even separate permanant residencas} live rogelher at
different periods of time, support each other in some financial or emotional way,
and/or present themselves as a married couple |as opposed to estranged indi-
viduals who are just technically still married).”

In short, if a husband and wite who are living in separate residences are friendly
and supportive, they are considered a “family unit” {and ineligible for multiple
homesteads); but if they are convincingly estranged and ignore ane another,
they are not an intact f‘yumihr unit [and merit respective exemptions). If you are
considering this route, unless your ducks are in a row [and can palpably demon-
strate estrangement), exl:ject a judicial haircut. For insight into Parrish’s resolve,
amaong the exhibits she logged into evidence was a photograph of the married
scofflaws halding hands [an added benefit of having former BSO Detective Ron
Cacciatore juicing her hyperactive BCPA fraud unif).

The Homestead Exemption does not transfer from property to property. If you
had this exemption on ancther property and moved, you must file a new appli-
cation for your new residence. Notify the Property Appraiser to cancel the ex-
emplions on your former home. Proﬁerry urchased during last year may show
qualified exemptions of the seller, The sellers’ exemptions will nat carry past the
year of the sale; you must apply for your own exemptions! Note: An acruﬁchild
who inherits a home from o deceased parent does not inherit the Homestead.

Once the Homestead Exemption is initially granted, a Homestead Renewal
Receipt is mailed annually to property owners in early _Ic:nu-::rh» to verify that the
proper 's status, use an Dwnership has not changed. Please Nate: If this renewal
receipt is not received by March 1, failure to contact the Property Appraiser's
office may result in the loss of the Homestead Exemption for the year.

Portability: Dodging the Tax Cap Trap

Fearful of losing their homes to the fast growing tax bite from exploding home
prices, on November 3, 1992 Florida voters amended the State Constitution
with the Save Our Homes tax cap, which lowmakers implemented on January 1
1995 [section 193.155(1), Florida Statutes). As the overheated housing mc:rEeI!

P

]

wt e W

¥ MARTONE

MEN’S WEAR

QUALITY MEN’S WEAR

Since 1958
2635 E. ATLANTIC BLVD., POMPANG

10

Just-Arrived!==
ALong-Sleeve.
- SL.Croix Shirts 9
“ateStarting at $195 =
Yy ﬁﬂ%. & A -
954-941-6493

Open Mon.-Sat. 9AM-5PM

saw double digir growrh, the annual increase in assessed val-
vations for homes protected by the Save Cur Homes tax cap
were limited to the percentage change in the Consumer Price
Index |as annually set by the Bureau of Labor Siatistics - BLS)
or 3% [whichever is less). As disparate valuations for pro-
tected and unprotected identical properties continued to
widen, longtime property owners exploring relocation were
stricken by “tax sim:k” rom the loss of their accrued Save
Our Homes protection — and were often forced to remain in
their current homes,

This unanticipated “maoving penalty” trapped both empty
nesters seeking smaller, less expensive homes and growing
families lon ing for |c|rger varters. Into the mix were tens of
thousands cﬁ homeowners drowning under fairy tale mort

ages and Fucinngoreclc:sure while lenders tock refuge under
ﬁne nearest rock. The enormous number of properties sus-
pended in Save Our Homes “limbo” eviscerated local hous-
ing inventories.

In hopes of crawling out of the recession by partially priming
the glacial housing market, in Janvary 2008, Florida voters
overwhelmingly approved Constitutional Amendment 1,
which added a second $25,000 Homestead Exemption,
copped the annual tax bite for non-homesteaded properfies
at 10% and enabled homesteaded owners to transter [or
“port”] some or all of their Save Our Homes benefits to a
new homesteaded property.

If you are uﬁplying for & new Homestead Exemption AND
you held a Homestead exemption on a previous property
within the last 2 tax-years anywhere in ﬁoridc. ou should
also submit a Portability application with your Homestead ap-
plication. Again — although portability benefits are transfer-
able, the underlying Homestead Exemption prerequisite for
the “Save OQur Homes" tax cop is not. You must apply for o
Few Homestead Exemption to be eligible for ;::u::rrh::ﬁii’i)’r'_.,-I bene-
its.

Although Homestead Exemptions aren't heritable, Section
193.1 gﬁ (3], Florida Statutes, provides for two circumstances
under which Save Our Homes prolection can be passed on.
As long as he or she subsequently files for a Homestead Ex-
empfion, a surviving spouse can inherit the accrued Save Qur
Homes benefits, even if not on the title. Also, o decedent’s de-
pendent, if residing on the property at the time of death,
whether ‘an inheritor, a life estate
grantee, or a frust rights benefici-
ary, can inherit the Save Our

%5 il Homes value.

- wtl : 14 A L :f' / L i i W I i 'F i FI i I
LS A : T n times of infiating property val-
XN ves, Florida’s 1992 “Save Cur

Homes" [SOH) Constitutional
N Amendment caps annually as-

sessed valuations of Homesteaded
properties by the lesser of 3% or
the percentage increase of the con-
sumer price index [CPl). However,
when property values decline, a
homestead “recapture” provision
Section 193.155, FS. and 12D-
0062, Florida Administrative
Code| causes taxable values to an-
nually rise by 3% [or the percent-
age change in the CPI - if less) until
the assessed value finally equals
the market value. As a result, even
when their propar?& values drop,
certain loxguyers ace modest tax
increases, Since the provision
drives taxpayers crazy and yields
minimal revenues, Property Ap-
praisers, Tax Collectors and tax-
payers ravor mothbu”ing this
Constitutional crabapple.
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Homesteod...Confinued

New Exemptions — Separating the Wheat from the Chaff
After decades of gerrymandering election districts to benefit whatever party currently ruled the roost, the
Movember 2010 voterﬂpprcwedgredisTricrin reforms delivered by Ballot Amendments 5 and & finally pre-
cluded Legislative and Congressional incurn%enr:. from preselecting who could vote in the districts where
they planned to run, forcing them to leave election cutcomes to voters — a novel concept for Florida politi-
cians. Outraged by a process that allowed ordinary voters to mess with their career paths by leveling
longtwisted playing fields, vengeful Republican legislative leaders sought to give the arregant public a
:;;sllie of its own medicine. Overnight, a trucklood of junk amendments were nested in the November 2012
allot.

At the October 18, 2012 GMCA Advisory Board meeting, Government and Media Relations Deputy Bob
Wolfe of the Property Appraiser’s Office warned neighborhood officials that these amendments cloaked
poison pills designed to explode the tax impact on Homesteaded property owners. Anticipating that few
voters would actually read the skewed Ballot Language, sponsors Eﬂed them with deliberately misleading
Ballet Titles. To further blur their actual impact, tricky lowmakers peppered several reasonable provisions
into amendments otherwise backlooded with regressive partisan Ipriwil-&z es and huge tox increases, Al
though marketed by Republican lawmakers as a vehicle that would enable the legislature to eliminate the
Save our Homes recapture rule - an objective long-supported by taxpayers and Property Appraisers alike
- alse buried in Constitutional Amendment 4 was a $1.7 billion tax Eﬁce for Homesteaded property own-
ers. When voters wisely rejected 8 of the 11 largely screwball amendments - including the ridiculously ex-
pensive Amendment 4 - the unpopular recapture rule dodged a bullet.

Three reasonable amendments approved by the 2012 Florida electorate all alfect property owners.
Amendment 2 extended an existing exemption for combat-disabled seniors from Florida to all combat-dis-
abled velerans, regardless of where they resided upon entering the military. Amendment @ entitles the sur-
viving spouses of first responders who die in the line of duty (volunteer law enforcement officers,
correctional officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and paramedics) to the same total home-
stead property tax exemption currenl|}r available to surviving spouses of Flarida mi|irur~,-' veterans who die
from servicerelated causes while on active duty. Amendment 11 authorizes cities and counties to grant full
homestead property tax relief to low-income seniors who lived in a home valued at up to $250,000 for at
least 25 years. Since the relief is conlingent on supermajority approval by the local City and County
boards, its anficipated cost to local governments of $27 8 million over 3 years may have been overstated.

Palitical Payola Throttles Rental Rights

“Can | sfill receive a Homestead Exemption if | rent my property?” It depends an the local Property Ap-
praiser. Florida Statute § 196.061 historically provided “The rental of an entire dwelling previously
claimed to be a homestead for tax purposes shall constitute the abandanment of said dwelling as a home-
stead, and said abandenment shall continue until such dwelling is physically occupied by the owner
thereof. However, such abandonment of such homestead cﬁerﬁunuury 1 of any year shall not affect the
homestead exemption for tax purposes for that particular year so long as this provision is not used for 2
conseculive years.”

Since Flerida's Constilution determines if a pr{:-p-er:}( is @ "Permanent Residence” by its status on Janvary
1st, what happens before or after that bellwether date is technically irrelevant. For decades, if a lease
began after January 1st and terminated by December 3 1st in the same year, nothing in Florida law re-
quired surrender of the Homestead Exemption. This implied safe harbor disappeared if the property was
leased again during the following (second consecutive] year. As a result, tens of thousands of snowbirds
added their units to the rental market every other year, moderating rental costs and bolstering the avail-
ability of aHordable housing.

Because Flerida law (Florida Statute § 196.015) empowers the local Property Appraiser with broad dis-
cretion in juggling eligibility, relevant policies vary by jurisdiction. At the onset of her tenure, Broward
County Property Appraiser Lori Parrish had adopled a “once in a lifetime policy” policy for rentals with
lease terms that whally fall within a calendar year, allowing each homeowner a single opportunity to rent
their Homesteaded property without sacrificing the exemption. While far less generous than property ap-
praisers who dllowed unlimited alternate year leasing, it was certainly preferable to gefting hit in the eye
with a sharp stick. Unfortunately, this statewide safe harbor rental policy [AKA "Two %Eﬂr §u|e"]t was spi-
tooned by o patronage bill for Golf Groupies during the 2013 legislative session.

St. Johns County Tax Cellector Dennis W. Hollingsworth tald Senator John Thrasher [R-St. Augusting) that
constituent homeowners who live near the Ponte Vedra Beach headquarters of the PGA Tour wanted to
rent their homes fo golf enthusiasts, links groupies and media personnel who haunt The Players Champi-
onship and other PGA events for a few weeks each year - without endangering their Homestead Exemp-
tions. A former Chairman of the Republican Party of Florida and a close ally D?Senure President Don
Gaetz, Thrasher elbowed Senate Bill 342 into law over the objections of Property Appraisers and resi-
dents across the State. The new law changed Florida Statute § 196.061 []Eéusserﬁng that o Homesteaded
property will not be considered abandoned "unless the property is rented tor more than 30 days per cal-
endar year for 2 consecutive years,”

While virtumllr useless for the purposes thal most owners (or tenants) lease a property, the 30-day lease

terms are pertect for siphoning o few bucks from the golf tournament. Although it will facilitate
Continved on poge 12
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Homesteod.. Continued

lucrative month-long rentals for two dozen St Johns homeowners,
by delimiting an annual statutory maximum lease term of 30
days, thousands of longer leases that were regularly granted safe
harbor by local property appraisers are now at risk, Enacting this
local patrenage porker threatens tens of thousands of leases
tween unit owners and their annual or seasenal tenants in Florida
communiby associations.

Property Appraisers, the naotural beneficiaries of exemption restric-
tions, opposed the bill as geocentric and unenforceable. Testify-
ing before vetting committees, they warned that the bill would
“wipe out entire tracts of affordable housing” while undermining
survival income for cash-strapped homecwners all aver the State —
except in St. Johns County. Pat Paston, director of exemption serv-
ices tor Palm Beach County Property Appraiser Gary Mikolits,
said the bill would adversely aftect seasonal rentals in Wellington
for polo season and disrupt winter rentals throughout the County.

Like scores of property appraisers across Florida, Poston objects
to specifically tailoring @ statewide exemption to facilitate tip
maney for a handful of 5t. Johns homeowners ot the expense of
homeowners in every other jurisdiction. Leery of the patential con-
fusion, Broward Property Appraiser Lori Parrish strongly suggests
that her office be consulted prior fo executing ony leases - spin
for do it or else!

The TRIM Notice - Read it ond Weep

In 1980, lawmakers passed legislalion requiring taxing authori-
ties to provide local taxpayers with a “Truth in Millage” statement
(TRIM notice). By the end of the second week in August, the Prop-
erty Appraiser mails “Notices of Proposed Taxes” [AKA “TRIM"
notices"| to all Broward County property owners. Once you re-
ceive the TRIM notice, you must act expeditiously if you intend to
chu"&nge the assessment or proposed tax rates. Unﬁhlnul&m
many property owners ignore the TRIM MNotice and wait unfil they
receive their tax bills in November — after the 2015 September
18th deadline — when it will be too late to file an appeal.

The TRIM Notice contains proposed tax rates as set by local tax-
ing autherities |i.e., Broward gchno! Board, Broward County
Commission, City of Fort Lauderdale, South Florida Water Man-
agement District, North Broward Hospital Board, Children's Ser-
vices Council of Broward County and the Florida Inland
Mavigation District]. During the past two years, Broward proper-
ties relized average countywide jumps in June 13t taxable values
of 4.46% in 2013 {when 30 of 37 cities and towns registered in-
creases).and 6.41% in 2014 [when every Broward jurisdiction re-
alized increased property values). The “DR-420 Certification of
Tax Rell Value for 2014, released by Lori Parrish on May 28,
2014, observes that the constitutional exemptions opproved in
2012 are reflected in the new valuations.

Taxable values for the Galt Mile's "Big Three” taxing authorities in
2014 [as indicated in the final July 13t Taxable Value Report] real
ized increases of 8.51% (the School Board), 7.24% (the County
Commission] and 6.85% (the City of Fort Louderdale). Each tax-
ing authority holds twa public hearings from August through Sep-
tember, where taxpayers may guestion proposed millage rates,
non-ad valorem fees and special assessments, or comment on
services being cut from local budgets. Your TRIM Natice lists the
hearing dates, locations and contact phune numbers for each tax-
ing u:ﬁ'lurily. While these hearings provide Hlustered taxpayers
with an epportunity fo vent, prospects for successhully engineering
a lower millage rate are statistically comparable to spontanscushy
growing wings.

Tax caleulations are based upon a simple mathematical formula:
TAXABLE VALUE x TAX MILLAGE RATES + SPECIAL ASSESS-
MENTS = TAX BILL. The TRIM notice reminds property owners that
they can save money by paying early. Paying in Movember earns
u?‘?& discount. The discount drops to 3% in December, 2% in Jon-
vary, 1% in February and hull price in March.

Continved on poge 13
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Homesteod,..Continved

V.A.B. — The Last Chance Saloon

While the Property Appraiser’s Office exerts no influence over
tax rates, if the market value as shawn in the box "Your Property
Value This Year” is higher than the market value of your prop-
erty as of this past January 1, a Deputy Property Appraiser will
discuss your market value and how it was CU[CU[DTEC‘F on request.
Similarly, the Property Appraiser’s office will review any exemp-
tions that were denied. |Fsﬁ|| dissatisfied, you can file @ petition
with the Value Adjustment Board [VAB) to reconsider the assess-
ment and/or any denied exemptions.

The Broward County Yalue Adjustment Board [VAB) is the inde-
Fendeni appeals board that has initial jurisdiction over chal-
enges fo any property valuations (the “assessed w::lue"L,
denials of exemptions, denials of classifications, and other simi-
lar matters. When HE 209 amended Florida Statute 194,015 in
June of 2008, the 5-member VAB's compaosition was changed to
include two Broward County Commissioners, one School Board
member and two layperson taxpayers [a homesteaded property
owner selected by 1Ke Cuunhﬁ ommission and a commercial
property owner selected by the School Board).

The Board is completely independent of the Property Appraiser’s
office. As per Florida Statute 194.035, the Value Adjustment
Board appoints Special Magistrates - who are all qualified, pro-
Fessionuﬁy designated real estate appraisers (for valuation
cases| and/or attorneys [for exemption cases) - to conduct the
hearings. The only question the Special Magistrates can deter-
mine is whether the market value of o property as shown on the
TRIM Motice was higher than the property’s market value as of
last January 1st,

The process is triggered by filing an appeal application form
(CR 536 and a ggnrefuncrubh 15 stglr:lﬁor Eﬁn fee with the
VAB by the September 18, 2015 deadline. ¥|‘|e fully completed
etition must be filed with the Value Adjustment Board at
Emwurd Government Center, 115 South Andrews Avenue,
Room 120, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 [or filed online
using a credit card) — BEFORE THE DEADLIMNE. While the Prop-
erty Appraiser is immutably prohibited from processing an a
peal after September 18th, a taxpayer who misses the deadline
due fo extraordinary circumstances can sfill petition the VAB to
consider a valuation appeal. Since "good cause” late-filings are
vetted on a case by case basis by the VAB attarney, the appli-
cant must contact the VAB directly to assess an appeal’s merit.

In accord with the provisions of Florida Statute 194.034 [d), pe-

titioners are required to furnish the VAR Appeals office with nﬁ

the information or documentation that will be used to support

their conclusions of value. Failure to provide information previ-

ously requested by the Property Appraiser at least 15 days be-
re the hearing precludes its use E:el"ore the VAB.

To best prepare a case, u::|c:u::1.|mv3nlu::|r'l,,-I evidence supportive ofa
claim shoulrzl be compiled with the assistance of the Property
Appraiser staff, VAB stalf and/or an atterney. To request the
VAB's help, a petitioner can visit the VAB office in Reom 120 at
Government Center {115 South Andrews Avenue), call 954-
357-7205 or 954-357-5367 or send an email to
VAB®@broward.org. To elicit assistance from the Property Ap-
praiser's Office, visit their headquarters at 115 South Andrews
Avenue, Room 111 in Governmental Center (9$54-357-6830) or
email Manager Kelly Brown at kbrown@bcpa.net. Any persan
representing you at the hearing must have a letter of authoriza-
tion or power of attorney attesting to that fact. This applies to
anyone whose name is not on the deed. If o late-filing petitioner
is denied “Good Cause” by the VAB or if the Board finds
against the applicant after a hearing, the pefitioner is entitled
by law to file an action in Circuit Court within 60 days of the
date on the final decision letter, pursuant to Sec. 194.171,
Florida Statutes.

Continued on page 14
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Staying flexible is important at every age.
The stretching and movement that vyoga provides
accomplishes this and much more:

* supports good range of motion & spine health
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Come try a class! Call (954) 829-4640 or
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CAVEAT EMPTOR! As you are doubtless aware, this appeal is a law-
suit. Such actions are considered de novo, or original actions, rather
than an appeal of the VAB decision. Lawsuits cost thousands of dal-
lars in legal fees (retainers can run $250 to $500 per hour) and court
costs. IF unsuccessful, these costs would be incremental to the possibfe
doubling or trebling of property taxes implicit in losing the homestead
exemption. Therefore, it behooves appellants to realistically estimate
the cost/benelit prior to “rolling the dice” in court.

Additional Low-Income Senior Exemption
Pursuant to Section 196.075, F.5., residents 65 years or older as of
January 1, 2015, may qualify for the additional $25,000 “Senior Ex-
emption”. In 2014, qualified senicrs had to demonstrate a total 2013
household adjusted gross income of not more than $27,994 [ad-
justed annually for inflation by the Department of Revenue) to be eligi-
le for the additional exemption. Since income eligibility is
recaleulated every January to reflect changes in the costolliving
index, this exemption must be opplied for annually. While the exemp-
tion applies to the county portion of every Broward resident’s taxes,
only those residents living in cities that approved the exemption (such
as ch Lauderdale) may also apply it to their municipal tax bite (the
enabling legislation requires municipalities to adopt a “local option”
before the incremental exemption can be applied against City taxes).

Te quality for the huge Llong-Term Residency Senior Exemplion passed
in 2012, an applicant must maintain permanent residence on the
property for EE years, meet the age and income requirements for the
regular Senior Exemption (see above) and the prol:)eri},r's Just Value
must be less than $250,000. To insure a proper filing, follow the
steps below:

If You File An Income Tax Return:

1. Complete Part [A), Part [C), and Part D) of the Sworn Statement of
Adjusted Gross Income of Household

2. Submit the Sworn Statement of Adjusted Gross Income of House-
hold to the Property Appraiser on or before March 2, 2015,

3. Submit a copy of your 2014 Income Tax Return Form 1040 and
W-2 for all persons residing in your home [excluding renters and
boarders) to the Property Appraiser no later than June 1.

If You Do Mot File An Income Tax Return:

1. Complete Part [A), Part [B], Part |D), and Part [E) of the Sworn
Statement of Adjusted Gross Income of Household

2. Complete Lines 1 through 4 of the IRS Form 4506 and sign the
form. There is no fee for verification of non-Iiiin?.

3. Submit the Sworn Statement of Adjusted Gross Income of House-

hold, proof of age, and the IRS Form 4506 to the Property Ap-

raiser on or before March 2, 2015,

Eubmir a copy of your Social Security Statement (S5A 1099 to the

Property Appraiser no later than June 1, 2015. The Social Security

Administration will send you your 554-109% by February 1

If you miss the March 2nd "soft” filing deadline for the 2015 Senior
Exemption, and believe that you have “Good Cause” for not havin
timely filed the application, you can still call the Properlz Appraiser's
office at 954-357-6830 before September 18, 2015 (the hard dead-
ling) or email Customer Service & Exempﬁons Division Manager Kelly
Brown at kbrown@bcpa.net and ask it and how you can still ?i!e for
the 2015 Senior Exemption. As per State law [Section 196.011(8),
Florida Statutes), applicant material submitted after the September
18th “hard deadline” will not be considered.

Other Exemptions

With the exception of the $5,000 Veteran's Disability Exemption and

the Historic Property Exemption, a Homestead Exemption is a legal el

igibili’r'_.ﬂ prerequisite for a buffet of other tax-saving vehicles. While
elpin properg owners with Homestead Exemptions and Low-In-

come genior Additional Exemptions, Property Appraiser personnel

also facilitate applications for the following exemptions:

Continued on paga 15
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Homestead... Confinued

* WIDOW /WIDOWER EXEMPTION: Any widow or widower who is a
Florida resident may claim o $500 exemﬁalion. If you remarry, you
are no longer eligible for the exemption. If you were divorced gr.h
fore the death of your ex-spouse, you do not qualify as a widow or
widower. To quulify, prc:rvida a copy of spouse’s death certificate,
newspaper obituary, or memorial card. See section 196.202,
Florida Statutes.

= DISABILITY /BLINDNESS: Florida residents who are totally and perma-

nently disabled or blind may qualify for o $500 exemption. Addi-
tionally, properties homesteaded by a quadriplegic are exempt from
all ad valorem taxation. If homesieodej by a paraplegic, hemi-
plegic, or other totally and permanently disabled person, who must
use a wheelchair for mobility or who is legally blind, the property is
exempt from taxation if the gross household income (total income of
all persons residing in the homestead, including veterans' and social
security benefits) is below the current gross income limit [based on
CPl index from BLS - $27,289 in 2014). Since interpreting the im-
pact of disobilities can subjectively vary, ask local Property
Appraiser about filing requirements for partial versions of these
exemptions. The initial filing requires a certificate of total and per-
manent diaubililn [Form DR-416] from two (2] licensed Florida doc-
tors or from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. For the
legally blind, one of the two may be a certificate from a Flerida-li-
censed optometrist [Form DR-416B).

= VETERANS DISABILITY EXEMPTIONS:

o §5,000 VETERAN'S DISABILITY EXEMPTION: An ex-service mem-
ber Florida resident disabled at least 10% in war or by service-con-
nected events may be entitled to o $5,000 pmﬁ-erg tax exemption.
Requires copy of Cerfificate of Disability from the U.S. Government or
the U.5. Department of Veterans Affairs [or its predecessor agency).
See section 196.24, Florida Statutes,

o FULL EXEMPTION FOR VETERAN'S SERVICE-CONNECTED TOTAL AND
PERMANENT DISABILITY: An honorably discharged veteran who is totall
and permunenﬂ disabled or requires wheelchair for rnc:bili'r'_.r result-
ing from their military service may qualify for total exemption of their
homestead. The surviving spouses of Florida residents who were US
Armed Forces veterans and died from serviceconnected causes while
on active duty are also entitled to the exemption. An evidentiary cer-

Press Release

What'’s new in Technology

Are you tired of resetting your air-conditioner thermostat? Are you
being told to shut it offat one time and turn it back on at another? Are
you paying someone monthly to do this for you? There’s a solution.

Do you know that when water flow is interrupted to your condo air conditioner due to power failure etc,
your air conditioning shuts down and only the fan will blow, until your Thermostat is shut off and turned
back on? If the air conditioning is not restored in a timely period, harmful mold can grow within your

condo; your kitchen cabinet doors can warp and other furniture can begin to deteriorate or decompose.

The solution is “Ready Reset”. This new invention will restore your air conditioning by electronically
resetting your unit every 4 hrs, No need for you or anyone else to reset your thermostat ever again.

"Ready Reset" retails for 5499 and is now available for Galt Ocean Mile residents for the low price of
5249 + Installation. It's made in the USA with a 10 year warranty. For more info call Joe Sclafani 914-924-
1090 or Jlim Abruzzino 954-557-3333. Visit our web site. www.readyreset.net and watch the installation.

tificate is required from the US Government or US Department of Vet-

erans Affairs. See sections 194.081 and 194,091, Florida Statutes,

o DEPLOYED MILITARY EXEMPTION: Homesteaded members or
former members of any branch of the United States military, Coast
Guard, military reserves or the Florida Mational Guard deployed dur-
ing the last cuﬁ;.-ndar year outside the United States in support of spe-
cific military operations designated annually by the Florida legislature
En 2014 - Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Noble

agle). Requires submitting completed Form DR-501M and US mili-

tary documentation delimiting the applicant's dates of active duty mili-

tary service and deployment in an eligible military operation. The

percentage of the assessed value exempted is based upon the percent
of the prior year depkxyed overseas in support of one of the specifiad
military operations. See section 196.173, Florida Statutes.

o ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION FOR COMBAT-WOUNDED FLORIDA DISABLED
VETERANS: A disabled homesteaded veteran whao is 65 or older may
qualily for a property tax discount based on their percentage of dis-
ability. Needs documented proof that disability was combat related
i.e., copy of Purple Heart Medal award poperwork), and a certifi-
cate from the US Government or US Department of Veterans Affairs
attesting to the percentage of permanent disabih'ry. See section
194.082, Florida Statutes.
= “GRANNY FLAT" EXEMPTION: Taxpayers who build additions or perform

extensive renovations on an existing Homestead to provide living
guarters for a parent or grandparent whe is at least 62-year old
may be entitled to a special exemption equal to the amount of the
new consiruction 11.!8 to 20% of the homestead value). Bring per-
mits, Certificate of Occupancy and construction plans used to house
&2-ear old “Granny Flat” occupant (as of January 1st of the year
for which the exemption is requested).

* SURVIVING SPOUSE ﬂpmumﬁmm OR FIRST RESPONDER: Grants full
homestead property tax relief to the SUTViVing spouses of mi|[h:|nr1§-r
veterans who die from service-connected causes while on active
duty, and to the surviving spouses of first responders.

Continsed on poge 14
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Homestead... Continued

li.e. low enforcement officers, correctional officers, firefighters, emer-
gency medical technicians and purumedics} who die in the line of duty
and were permanent Florida residents as of January 1st in the year of
their death. Applicants must provide a copy of the ki,rst respunci';r’s death
certificate as well as an c:l:rih.mryl news article, statement from employin
agency or other verification of line of duty death. See section 1‘?5{%],
Florida Statutes.

* HISTORIC PROPERTY EXEMPTION: Properties on the MNational or Florida
Registers of Historic Properties may be enlifled 1o some special exemp-
tions related to their ossessed value and whether or not Tﬁ: historic
property is open fo the public. Submit a fully completed application,
evidence of its designation status and documentation demonstratin
the percentage of the property a|igib|a for its historic designation. gee
sections 196.1997 (for historic properties in general) and 196.1998,
Florida Statutes (for historic properties open to the public).

* NON-PROFIT, RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL & GOVERNMENTAL EXEMPTIONS: In ad-
dition to proof of ownership by an eligible organization, eliciting Insti-
tutional & Non-Profit Exemptions also requires decumentation
demonstrating that it is currently "predominantly used" for an eligible

purpose,

Broward County Property Appraiser
The Broward County Property Appraiser’s Office is located in Broward

County Governmental Center at 115 South Andrews Avenue, Room
111, in downtown Fort lauderdale (just south of Broward Boulevard).
The Office is ordinarily open weekdays from 7 am until & pm. and - with
exceptions - closed on weekends and Halidays. In 2015, the office will
be open on "Special” Saturdays (i.e. February 21, May 2, May 16, Au-
gust 29, and September 12) from 8:30 a.m. fo 5 p.m. and hours are ex-
tended during “TRIM season” to address the heavier traffic. The
telephone number is 954-357-6830. The Broward County Property Ap-
praiser maintains a web site at “http:/ /www.bcpa.net”. Maureen Mor-
rison is the Broward County Property Appraiser's condo and co-op
supervisor in the Real Property Office. Maureen can be reached at (254)
3;?-5';832 or by email at mmorrison@bepa.net,

The Broward County Property Appraiser’s Office canducts taxpayer out-
reach sessions at City Halls, Condos, Co-ops, Community Centers
Homeowners, Civic and Community Associations and a variety ofothar
venues where Deputy Pmp&rf{l Appraisers prmrl'da lacal residents with
property tax information and help with filing exemptions. On the last Fri-
day of most months, BCPA staffers assist Galt Mile residents at the Beach
Community Center (3351 NE 33rd Street) from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
For more information about these events, contact Customer Service & Ex-
emptions Division Manager Kelly Brown - who oversees Community &

Homebound Quireach - at 254-357-6830 [or 954-357-6035) or by
email at kbrown@bcpa.net.

The Property Appraiser’s office has instituted an Online Homestead Fil-
ing Program. Vg'flﬂe the Property Appraiser’s Outreach Program is re-
markably convenient lor new filers, the internetbased program is even
easier. You can save time, gasmoney and avoid lines and crowds that
assemble at the Broward oﬁice or the cutreach venues. Two web-based
vehicles are available fo focilitate applications for 2015 exemptions. An
interactive Homestead Exemption application form can be completed
and filed online. To apply for other exemptions, after printing the appro-
priate form from the Download Forms page, submit the aompletad upp]i-
cation |::q,r mail or in person. Interactive versions available for certain
f;cempﬁuns enable applicants to print and forward fully completed

Fms.

Note: Homebound persons and other qualified individuals with disabili-
ties who cannat readily leave their home may also file for @ Homestead
Exemption by calling (954) 3576035 to arrange for a visit from the
Property Appraiser's Homebound Outreach Program.

Facing off with a Force of Nature

Upon reviewin the resources inherited from her predecessor followin
her 2005 installation as Property Appraiser, Lori ';arrish learned that the
fraud unit was comprised of a lile cabinet attended by two secretaries
on a parHime basis. During her first 17 days, Parrish developed 131
cases, Her first 60 days yielded $12 million in fraud related recoveries.
She tossed the antique computer system — mmhbull'rn% archaic software
originally developed by Atari as a precursor to their "Pong” platform.

Todcy's cell phunas offer axpﬂnenliully greater cc}mputin power,
Hu\ring raplucad the window drsssing fraud rogram with a fu”y
functional unit, by 2010 Parrish recaptured $3 billion in assessed
valuations from properties fraudulently exempted from the tax rolls,
raking in $20 million annually in “found” revenues. Information Sys-
tems hencho Erik Reed has since provided the fraud unit with
statewide search copabilities and a nationwide reach,

Broward residents who scam the County by fraudulently claiming ex-
emptions for which they are clearly ineligible outrage Parrish. In
Eﬂ?ﬂ, she pleaded with Galt Mile Advisory Board members to rat
out snowbirds claiming Homestead Exemptions. Despite having in-
formed Ms. Parrish that Advisory Board members wouldn't viclate
the confidentiality of their residents’ information, they were under-
standably conflicted about passively enabling these thieves. We
agree with Ms. Parrish that scammers increase the burden on every
other taxpayer in the County and applaud her efforts to smoke them
out and hold them accountable. Note: | suggest that scofflaws forge
any solace taken from their association’s refusal to cooperate wit
Parrish's ever-intensiﬁ.»ing crusade, If you are sitting on a res[dancy
exemption in another iurisdicﬁun, it's p-Dstecl of the local properr( ap-
praiser’s website, where any online device can out your secret. In
short, it's only a matter of time before Parrish’s IT bloodhounds ruin

your day.

THE BOTTOM LINE: Since 2010, Ms. Parrish has substantially enhanced
her fraud-busting operations. When BCPA fraud watchdog Ron Gun-
zburger left the %ruperl‘}r Appraiser’s office in 2012 to serve as Gen-
Eru|r%ounse| for newly elected Broward Sheriff Scott Israel, the unit
was seamlessly managed by Director Ron Cacciatore of Professional
Standards and Compliance, a tormer BSO Detective with a nose for
fravd. In 2013, Bob Wolle informed the GMCA Advisory Board that
Parrish is annually adding $millions in taxes recovered from fraudu-
lent exemptions to the County coffers. He repeated his thinly clooked
admenition in 2014, If you have been claiming a DisubiliE/ Exemp-
tion while pfu::}rin tennis every Thursdu}r ora Igomeataud xempfion
while canlinuousﬁr renting your unit for the past six years, you're in
trouble. If you turn yourself in, you may forgo the 50% penalty on
the money you ripped off from the County. Alternatively, if she nails
you, you're goose is cooked. Moving won't help. Since 2012, Par-
rish has cultivated the capability to file liens in any Florida county
with the push of a button,

For linked access to this article’s source material, visit the center col-
umn of the Galt Mile Community Association web site [www.galt-
mile.com) home page, click the Headline entitled "Homestea
Express = 2015". To apply online for a Homestead Exemption,
scroll down to the links near the bottom of the article to access the
“Online Homestead Filing Program” or click on any of the "File On-
line" grophics. Also, Broward County Property Appraiser Lori Parrish
personally answers questions from Broward residents about every
issue relevant to property taxes in her “Ask Lori” segment of the web
site’s Broward County Property Appraiser Page. If you have a ques-
tion that isn't there, uskﬁ%ha Galt Mile's unofficial “liison” with the
Property Appraiser’s Office .

- cgnmf}ét BF;% Wolke of {
Media and Government Re- u
lations ot [254) 445-5732

or by email at A
medio@bcpa.net for further ,-t':
information. Unit owners '
can also contact the BCPA
CDF‘IdG Ell'ld CD-GP hﬂﬂﬂho
Mauvreen Morrison at [$54)
357-6832 or by email at
mmarrison@bcpa.net. *

Browoed County Propesty
Appraiser, Lori Nance
Parrish
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Start The Season Off Right....
With A Total Appliance Service Contract

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE
APPLY TODAY!

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly
payments required. See store for details.

i =y ."- II'. \ q ' ; i
s ot J 3 £ |
i A ' D ";’
'I—-'q'f':..'.-. iy b 'I! - -
e | 1

You wouldn’t think of going without homeowner’s or car
insurance, so why shouldn’t you cover the items in your
home that you count on to function each day?

- & - For less than the cost of a service call
: with parts, a Total Appliance Service @ _______________

20% OFF

Contract can cover your air conditioning
' DUCT SANITIZING

and appliances for an entire year!

= Air Conditioning < Dishwashers SERVICE

« Washers - Water Heaters Limited Time Offer

- Dryers - Refrigerators \ Mention coupon cods GNILIS: .,
« Oven - Microwaves

» Ranges « Toilets / Sinks

Privately owned and operated since 1970 Licensed

. Insured

The Service Contract People
Lic # CAC 1814535 / CFC 1426287 [ ECO 001244

CALL TODAY!
954.903.4854 - 3054404310
www.totalappliance.net
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Schedule of Safety Topics

Every Fourth Thursday of the Month
3pm - 4pm

2014 Schedule

July 24 « Hurricane Preparedness

August 28 « General Home Safety
September 25 - Fire Safety

October 23 - Medication Safety

November 20 - Safety Around the Holidays
December 18 « Electrical Safety

2015 Schedule

January 22 « Fire & Burn Safety

February 26 - Slip & Fall Safety

March 26 - Food Safety

April 23 « General Health & Fitness Safety

May 28 « Internet & Drug Scams:
Safety in the 21st Century

June 25 « Kitchen Safety

D FOR SENIORS.

BROWARD HEALTH IMPERIAL I
and the

BROWARD SHERIFF FIRE RESCUE and
EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPT.

present the
Senior Life Safety Program

A NEW, FREE MONTHLY CLASS presented by

a professional Life Safety Educator that aims to
teach and empower our senior citizens to better
protect themselves in their day-to-day lives.

to meet other like-minded individuals.
Door prizes will be available.
Please RSVP by calling the

Broward Health Line ot 954.759.7400.
Attendance is limited to the first 50 callers.

BROWARD

HEALTH
IMPERIAL
POINT




Moving out of your P.O. Box?

We have

Come to The UPS Store’ and get
a mailbox that offers these great
features and more:

* We sign for packages and mail
from any carrier

* We'll send you a text or e-mail
when your mail or package
arrives’

* When you're out of town, we'll
hold your mail and packages
so they're secure’

The UPS Store Bayview

2805 E Oakland Park Blvd
(Oakland/Bayview)
954.568.1990
ups-bayview@florida-ups.com
www.ups-bayview.com

The UPS Store Broward

1007 N Federal Hwy
(Sunrise/Federal)
954.764.6245
ups-broward@florida-ups.com
www.ups-broward.com

plenty of room.

wd FREE

'WITH A 1-YEAR MAILBOX SERVICES
: AEREEMEHT {Hew Bux Hurders {.'Inl-,r}

| Lim
'l|-.-L'r -.-n-'.- r--.r p a p-. ticip -'
| indepardenty swned an 15 S 5

I S

_______________________



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

