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There s Always Room at Our Table
Stop By...Have Lunch...Start Smiling

Caring For Seniors For Over 48 Years.
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Ass n.‘{f ing Facility #6649 Assisted Living Facility #7172 Assisted Living Facility #4416

1189 W River Drive 1776 NE 26th Street 1639 NE 26th Street
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Frustration

On February 2, the Galt Mile Presidents
Council convened its first 2015 meeting
at Fountainhead Condominium. The
ugand‘u, rrt:Jrr:IiIi1::nnvr:|||':,-r puak&d far the
:,rem's inuuguru| meeting, addressed a
threat to the Galt Mile Sun Trolley, o
media driven conlroversy over the City's
Homeless policy, and a predictable out-
burst during a Beach Renourishment up-
date. Ordinarily, Presidents Council
meelings are kept confidential, ostensi-
bly to promote a free Exchange of
ideas. Since some of the issues under-
taken at the February meeting are of
critical concern to alTGa::ll Mile resi-
dents, traditional "discretion” will be set
aside.

Honorarium
The agenda alsc featured an honorar-
ium for three Galt Mile residents whose
lives have been devoted to improving
ours. Coral Ridge Tower’s Francis
asier, Leah Glickfield of Regency
South and Commedere’s George
Mayer ccllecriveI( invested almost o
century either defending our rights or
scrapping for new ones. The three vet-
eran achivists were vested as Honorary
Permanent Members of the Galt Mile
Community Association, jeining Earl Lif-
shey I[c:s in Earl Lifshey Park) and a
tnnd ul of other neighberhood fore-
gars,

The Galt Mile Sun Trolley
At the December 1, 2014 Presidents
Council meeting in Plaza South, Com-
missioner Bruce Roberts disclosed a
threat to the Sun Tro“e}-"s Galt Mile
route. Roberts and Broward Commis-
sioner Chip LaMarea sit on the Board
of the Downtown Fort Lavderdale Trans-
ortation Management Association
FDFLTMA], the Sun Trolley's parent
agency. Reberts recently learned abeout
an inexplicable decline in ridership on
the Galt Mile route segment along Oak-
land Park Boulevard to Federal I'ﬁgh-
way, which services the Coral Ridge
Mﬂﬂ as well as Holy Cross and Imperial
Point Hospitals. Since ridership was un-
affected on the Galt Mile route section
along A1A south to Sunrise, Roberts
suspected a data collection glitch, and
proposed to further investigate. A drop
in ridership could be used to cut back
or end the neighborhmd's local bus

il N\ T g A
service. Having worked long and hard to preserve the
Galt Mile Sun Trolley, Roberts and Galt Mile officials
couldn’t allow that to happen.

When the Sun Trolley was facing termination in 2008,
DFITMA Executive Director Christopher Wren brought in
Patricia Zeiler to help turn it around. A personable and
well-organized ball of fire, Zeiler rebuilt the City's nearly
insolvent Community Bus Service into a thriving vibrant
enterprise. Her system-wide improvements were exempli-
fied by the Galt Mile route, where she cultivated a loyal
and stable ridership.

MNamed the “2014 Neonprofit Leader of the Year” at the
Annual 211 Broward Academy Awards in March 2014,
Zeiler decided to cash in on her remarkable selfmade
success - and accaptﬂd an offer to run the rastigious
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. After a frantic search
for a management Guru to fill Zeiler's mythic pumps, on
December 2, 2014, Wren and DFITMA Chair Alan
Hooper announced the appointment of Robyn Chiarelli -
an FDOT prodigy whose sterling resume framed a bril-
liant career in public transportation.

Roberts escorted Chiarelli to the January 15, 2015 Galt
Mile Advisory Board meeting, where she took guestions
from association representatives. In a post-meeting dis-
cussion with the new Sun Trolley Executive Director,
Roberts and Galt Mile officials raised doubts about the
eni{?mmic ridership statistics, questioning their accuracy
and emphasizing the need to maintain the neighbor-
hood bus service - citing its importance to elderly hospi-
tal patients, Library and Community Center patrons and
others for whom the Trolley is @ primary source of trans-

ortation. Chiarelli agreed to attend the February 2

residents Council meeting, where she could formally in-
traduce herself to the neig borhood, and either c::rngrrn
or assuage concerns about the threat to the Galt Mile
Sun Trolley.

At the February 2 meeting, Chiarelli assured attendees
that the route was not in immediate danger, Given
Roberts’ suspicions about how the ridership statistics
were gathered, she had since verified their accuracy. Ex-
plaining that the Galt Mile Route still exceeded the
County’s contractual survival standard of 7.1 riders per
hour, Chiarelli promised to further explore the sudden
drop in bus patrons, and do whatever was necessary to
rebuild ridership. Ahlter inviting suggestions and other
input from Galt Mile residents, especially those who ride
the Trolley, Chiarelli closed with a promise to update her
progress at future meetings.

UNCIL

By Eric Berkowitz

Fireworks

The Homeless: Prey and Predators

Chiarelli was followed by Commissioner
Roberts’ monthly municipal report, which
reviewed the recent confroversy surround-
ing the Citys treatment of its Homeless
population. In fact, Fort Lavderdale main-
tains one of the most progressive home-
less programs in the State. While the
administration was being crucified for en-
forcing an ordinance that placed the Ciry
at odds with a 92-year G|c53hcme|ass ad-
vocate who was deified in the media, re-
porters were far more concerned about
maintaining a hormonal “hot button” issue
than fairly assessing the City's homeless
policy. As City officials had been repeat-
ing for months, feeding the homeless is
nof illegal in Fort Lauderdale. However, it
is illegal to feed several hundred pecple
in front of your house without your con-
sent - or dl:::-l'ng so without prc:rvicling for
access to basic sanitation and lavatory fa-
cilifies.

Having joined the meeting in progress,
Mayor Jack Seiler offirmed that Fort Laud-
erdale maintains one of the State’s most
effective homeless safety nefs, as rovin
teams of Homeless Advocates and FLP
officers annually make roughly 8,000 re-
ferrals to critical services for anyone who
stumbles over the question "Where did
you sleep last night?” Along with subsidiz-
ing comprehensive recovery resources for
homeless men, women and families (in-
cluding the 220-bed Homeless Assistance
Cen!erc]i, the City funnels HUD grant funds
into a pregram (100,000 Homes Cam-
puign] to |::n.=:rrm:lmz.-nr!\l.-r house - and other-
wise assist - those chronic homeless
deemed most "af risk”.

A few members inquired as to why the
City didn't more aggressively publicize its
efforts on behalf o?ﬁﬂe homeless while un-
dergoing a withering attack in the media.
Seiler remarked, "Homelessness is a seri-
ous problem, not only for Homeless indi-
viduals and municipalities, but also for
visitors, businesses and Cily residents.”
Seiler explained that the City's homeless
program is designed o help people tran-
siion from homelessness into productive
selfsufficiency. For those chronic homeless
persons who are unable to adapt, the
City works to provide homes and suste-
nance.

Continued on page 4



Council Mesting...Confinued

To answer the question, Seiler added "While implementing this eritical safety net to assist
our homeless population, we don’t want Fort Lauderdale to become the target destination
for homeless persons across the Country.” PUBLISHER /ADVERTISING SALES

S d Studio, LLC
Seiler explained how the City's other new ordinances make it illegal to sleep on the %22_295_5253

sireet, panhandle on dangerous high-traffic sireet corners, carve out living quarters in
public parks by planting a bag of possessions in the nearby bushes, or solicit money
using implied or overt threats. However, he also recognized the futility of scooping up EDITOR
scofflaws who would be recycled back to the street in 24 hours. Seiler explained how Eric Peter Berkowitz
the County’s processing protocols add to t ity's burden. When homeless persons are PRINTER
sted in any vard's 31 municipaliti ey are taken fo the County jail in down- The UPS St
Fort Lauder o await arraignment. Us they are refer a hospital or Qﬁe 568 135;?@
d, after a few minutes in court, they are d arged into the lacal downtown arec 4- ;
where they generally stake cut a bench or siretch of sidewalk.

2ndstudios@gmail.com

Mot surprisingly, attendees were far more concerned about the roving groups of “home-
less Fhug5"' who ugg{essivehr extort money from pusser5—b';.-’ or otherwise threaten vulnero-
ble Galt Mile residents. Members described how these “wannabe gangster types”

c.:.nlgregme at the Hess gas station across A1A from U'Hermitage and at the Oakland GMCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

'k Bavleve h 5 — where they regularly threatened elderly I'He e and %
uthpoint s Thra{ hang out in front of the Libr vy the Winn Dixie PRESIDENT & CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENTS COUNCIL

sters, and other neighborhood sites that have degenert o gauntlets. Pic leraci

(954) 5619795
Commissioner Roberts — the City's former Police Chief — was familiar with their concerns,
having accompanied a half dozen Police District 1 Commanders to scores of Galt Mile VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER
Advisory Board meetings. These high-ranking FLPD officials uniformly admonished that Eric Peter Berkowitz Leah Glickfield
when a community is reputed as lucrative for panhandlers; along with the additional (954) 564-4427 (954) 563-1001
5 cted b}-‘ the eqsy money are cadres of those who prey on them. DIRECTORS
and other s ﬁr ank ‘ imize defenseless
¢ neighborh

a ol 5 ::::rn the far more danger o atory ¢ (954) 568-4146
that follows in its wake, former Police District 1 acting Commander Mike Gregory | Fred Mesbitt

romoted fo Assistant Chief) told the Advisory Board “Pecple confuse members of the (954) 564-4329
E-;::«mel&s.s community with the predators who exploit them, Those that prey on the home- Andrew Surdovel
less won't hesitate to prey on your families.” (954) 5680191

Ralph Hamaker

SECRETARY
Condinued on page 5 Fern McBride*
[(?54) 561-2965

ADVISORY BOARD

lim Abruzzino Mel Kessler
Annmarie Adams Frances Konstance
Lorraine Alfano Robert Korn
Richard Bazerghi Linda leDuc
Eileen Bendis Lisa LaMarca
Diane Bergheim Don Larson
Ron Biboce Laurie Madenfort
Franci Bindler George Mayer
Anda Bloom Fern McBride®
Francis Casier Madeline Mercado
Theresa Claire lean Miller
Dr. Jim Comis Charles Mortan
Alyse Correa, PCAM Patrick Oser
; : . Haolly Custer Ui Parker
classical. progressive. dip pilates. Robert Dally John Pescosolido

Doug Dawson Richard Pohan

Liso Edwards Everett Pyatt

loe Fax Patricia Gluintero
Kathleen Freismuth Glenn Relle
Richard Gabrielle Carol Schmidt
Arnulfo “Ray” Garcia Hussein Shehata

Michoel Gonzalez Mary Short

begin your practice | find your strength Ed Hashek Daryl Slattery
Amanda HawkinsVogel  Richard Solewin
Warren Hurley Helen Swinghammer
Elaine Jaffe Frank Talerico
Marlene Katkin Gary Tripoli

dippilates.com | 951-648-583 | Michael Katz ~ Huey Vanek
3300 E Oakland Park Blivd | s.e. side of bridge The publisher accepts no liability for the accuracy

Printed by The UPS Store: 954.568-1990 @




Construction. . Confinued

Roberts offered two suggestions. If you witness - or experience - an
intimidating solicitation or otherwise suspicious behavior, don't in-
tervene, call the police. Secondly, he implored GMCA members
and association officials to educate neighl:n::rs about the danger of
tossing money at whoever occupies the nearest sidewalk bench,

and recommend instead that They redirect their generosity to organi-

zations that address the root causes of homelessness |i.e. the
Broward Partnership for the Homeless, etc.]. While these street
punks are a monster of our own making, we can begin to reverse
the current problem by exercising good judgment about where we
throw money. As always, it's your call.

Beach Renourishment Pot Shots

leraci then turned to District 4 Broward Commissioner Chip
LaMarca. In tow with LaMarca were County and Federal officials
focused on the long overdue Segment Il Beach Rencurishment. After
recounting the past year's regulatery obstacles, LaMarca stated that
Broward Beach officials finally had the State permit in hand. Con-
firming this project milestone, Broward Natural Resource Adminis-
trator Nicele Sharp (who replaced the retired Eric Myers) remarked
"We worked with our engineers and we put forward a very envi-
ronmentally sensitive project.”

Moving on to the current quagmire, LaMarca anncunced “We are
still working with NOAA ?isheries to elicit their appraval.” In short,
among the reams of regulatory decumentation required for the Fed-
eral Permit is a biclogical opinion letter from NOAA Fisheries [AKA
the MNational Marine Fisheries Service]. For months, this agency in
the Commerce Department delayed consideration of the County’s
Federal permit application. To awaken this sprawling narcoleptic
bureaucracy, the neiahbarho::rd association spearheaded an effort
to enlist our Federal Representatives to break the Federal malaise
that held the project hostage.

Abter hundreds of letters, phone calls, faxes and emails Hooded the
local and Washington D.C. offices of Congresswoman Lois Frankel
[who represents Galt Mile residents on “The Hill"), Senator Bill Nel-
son and Senator Marco Rubio, all three prodded the agency to
move the project forward,

I Severe Tidal Eresion Digests Broward Beaches.
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

SUN MON TUE WED

Lo Olos Outdoor Green Market BINGO BINGD BINGO
1 533 L o B, & SE 4t . 1 6 SouthPaint 1 7 Gt Towers Sacial Room 1 8 Regency South Pnlwﬁaw
Som to?pm. T ':63?6%.213.. {4250 Golt ﬂcgm;nﬂaiuek
Info.; §54-425-84 .. 75300 wod LI I, Bab Peod ?5#54?-4063
S¥ il o Cyodi Songer: 545637258 | T
St Pmick's Doy
O Forwm America Festival Classic Cor Show Spring Business Expo 2015
(ol Spengs Sporplex Gl Ml Libeary Book Sole- Special Low Prices Biroword Comvenion Ceeter (3 Floor)
10amodpm Galt Mite Lbvory, 10 0.m. 1o 2 pm, 3hipm
fnfa.; 9544105534 Info.: ?54-53]'-?(]%0' mazBiodkemai.com Info.. '5'5-11333-5'54'5
BINGD BINGO BINGD
22333 i DBt & Sk 23 SouttPoint 24 Galt Toweers Socio Room bs Regency South Posty Room
Som. o2 pm, T 6345!%“3 (4250 Golt Urgﬂgifrh-al 7 pm.
o, 9 .. L 30 p.m. Info.: Bob Peadman: 954-547-4063
i e iR oo Gy Songer 9545637263 =
Flosida MDQSMTE nni;} .E:'I.;f[ Festvel
it Beach For Htzhak: Perlman
(just N of the Shesgton Beach Resort) Biwaud Cender for the Perborming Arts
T:30 ewm. DerSite Registration $ pm,
Info.; §54572:3131 Ik - 9544670221
Lrs Ol Quitdoos Green Morket BINGO BINGD BINGD
2933 E Los Olos Bivd. & SE dith Ave, 30 SouthPoint 3 1 balt Towers Sociol Room 1 Regency South Porty Room
Som.fo2pm. Tpm (4250 Galt Ocean Drive) T pm.
Info.: 954-426-8436 Info.: 954-5636353 F:30 pm. Info.: Bob Peordman: 954-547-4043
Indo.: Cyneli Songer: 954-563-7268
Jokie Evencha

Broward Centes for the Perfming Arts
7 pm.
Info.: $54-46 20220

e D e N BINGO BINGO NGO
333 |.EBSLUE ﬁgﬁ?ﬁg% ",;rhcﬁ.g_ 6 SouthPaint 7 Galt Towers Socil EI:IHHI: 8 Regency South Fﬂrr-,- Emm
il 1o 9545630388 U | . bob e 9545474003
¥ . - 1|11 B ¥ 5 LITL
e 3R Infa.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268
Sunday Jazz Brunch
Riverwolk, Downtown FL Commissioner Bruce Robers:
lom.to 2 pm. Pre-Agenda Mesting
Info... 954-828-5985 Beach Community Cantes, & p.m,
Los Oles Outdoor Geeen Morket BINGO BINGO BINGD
1 233 E Los os ﬂ*-g.ngn-lﬂfr:rglr.?#rﬁ_ 1 3 EﬂL-I}‘-I;':DI':T 1 4 -Euglggﬂﬁfsgﬂ:iul Eﬂl:ﬂ' 1 5 Regency South Party Room
b RN ity ] [V g Ll
o 9544268436 il 9545634353 : 7300m | o bob estnor 9545474063

30 p.
Info.- Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7248

Festival Fleo Market Annual Spring Mega
Clossic & Foreign Cor Show Baz Scoges

Festival Flea Morket Mol Broword Centes o T:Parl e s
10 0.m. tod pm, 130 pm,
Info.: 954-560-5412 Info.; 9544620227

MARCH 21 CF Cycle For Life, HomestoadtMaomi Speedway, Checkn - 530 o.m_; Start Time - 7:30 o.m, Info.: 954-739:5004
MARCH. 21-22 Dig The Beach Voleyboll Fort Louderdale Open, Fort Louderdals Beach Past, 7 0.m. t0 7 pum, Info.c S61-241-3801

MARCH 22: Tih Anmwa] Kendim's Kisses Memoncd Sk Roos, Markhom Park, 11 aum. 1o 4 pum, Info.: kendeaskisses@Relkouth net

BAKRCH 28; Seeing Eog Huse, Milk Pond Fork, 10 0.m,, Info.; 754828894

MAKRCH 28: Floedn Derby, Gelfstream Pak Rocing oed (osino, Halondale Beach, Info.: 954-454-7000

MAARCH 28-29: 27th Anoeal Los los Art Foi - Pert 1l Les Olos Blvd betwean SE th e, £ 5E 11dbe,, 10 0m. 10§ pom, bofo; 544723755
MAKRCH 28-29: Foet Lonuerdcle Gin & Knifie Show, Wer Memonial Auditoeum, nf.- 9548285380

AL IE hklﬁeﬂmn - Torhugn Msic Fﬁml,ﬁ;!il.uudadt& Reoth Purk (100 Sa#weﬂhl:l] Info.; 16154967548

APRIL TZ: Tt Aanuol |z Penic in the Park {laz Survees), lene Liebemon Bororical Goeens, 10:30 . 1o 230 pom, Infe - 954-T30-3000
It TREAE 3§ - Hotume Foic 2015, Moo A..Lu:-i.u,;:rm..u....ml L1, ..apm.,l. o o l495003d
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
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West Palm Beach Antiques Festival
South Florida Fairgrounds, VWP
Info.: Q4 1-697-7475

34 nkemanioenl Dechid & Bromeliod Show | P |

West Flz’m Beodh Ansiques Fesfivnl (Theough 4/%) VLY 2 . 5 _ :
0?51'1.-'3: Flomingo Gerdens Household Hozardous Waste and Electronics Cropoft Events
Seuth ﬂ:ndl] airgrounds, WPE %:30 0.m. %0 4:30 pm. &011 Nob Hill Rood, Tamarac
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Household Hozardous Woste | Info.: 954-828-8000
9 1 0 1 1 and Electanics I]r ff Events
Il Pond Park M s D

941 rn CYITO A A e
kifo.: 954-878-8000 2nd Annual Classic Car & Truck Roundup
Bergeron Rodeo Grounds, Davie
10am. lodpm
Info.: 954-563-4000

15th Anrrl Rrverwalk Bin iy
Hiizengn Plezo, 7 am. nay 10 o
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Fi. Louc
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Info,: 3056679209
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T FOR A COMPLETE
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tioys: Ary 5 Fridy Fum Fest Pig Roast, 4 ta 7 p.m.
First Saturday of Every Monsh: Beoch Cleanup, Commecial B, & the Beoch LBTS (Meet ot Paviion), 9 1o 9:30 o.m, Inf.: 954-776-1000 CALENDAR AT

First Saturday of Every Manth; Nosth Beoch At Walk, 3280 NE 32nd 5t, 7 to 11 pm., Info.: 954-537-3370

Second Satordoy of Eeery Month: Beoch Sweep, 9 wm. to 12 pm., Info: 954-474-1835 w- GAI.TM II-E -mM
Mondays: Food Tnucks of Artspork, 5:30 to 10 p.m., Youngs Circle in Hallywood

Stmdoys: Taurthe River Ghost Tour, Stronahan House & Woter Toxd, 7:30 pum., Toe: 954-524-47346

Soturdoys: Saturday Night Under the South Florida Stors, Fox Astronomcol Oservatory of Morkhom Park, Sunset to Midnight, Info.; 954-384-0442

Dosdy: Yogo on the Beach, Ocean Maror Resorr (4040 Golt Oceon Dv.), 9:30 wm. (weather permiring), Mats supplied, S10 donation, Open 1o the Pubkc, Info.: 754-779-7519 or 516-840-1455
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Council Meefing... Confinued

By June 2014, LaMarca announced “With regard to the beach renourishment
project.... The biological opinion has been transmitted from the scientific study
to legal review at the National Marine Fisheries office. We expect that this
legal review will be short and then the final opinion will be sent back to the

US Army Corps of Engineers for the final permit. We are gearing up with the
three cities to be ready for the procurement process so that we have a contrac-
tor and we are ready for November.”

November passed without word, and December, and January. By the Febru-
ary meeting, the pot boiled over. Enraged by decades of frustrating delays, at-
tending officials from every Galt Mile association exploded, blasting
restrained invective while venting heated suggestions for ancther email cam-
paign - either to target and torture the responsible bureaucrats, or threaten an
eclectic lineup of elected officials.

Joining LaMarca were two representatives from the Army Corps of Engineers
IAC{I.:;%] Palm Beach Gardens Regulatory office. Since the Army Corps of Engi-
neers is the Federal Agency responsible for issuing the Federal permit, all
South Florida beach renourishment applications must be filed in the Corps’
Jacksonville District. However, ACOE regulators in a nearby local office help
County or City applicants meet the Federal permit requirements. The ACOE
Palm Beach Gardens Supervisory Biologist and office chief Susan Kaynor and
Froject Manager Garett Lips had been working with LaMarea to push the
Broward project to fruition.

Surprised by the epidemic rancor, the two officials assured the audience that o
resolution was imminent. Moficing that Th&¥ appeared perplexed by the neigh-
borhood's exireme reaction, leraci asked if they were I{.:}:miliur with the project
history, and that a Cnunl?' plan to offset tidal erosion - starting with repairs to
the Hillsboro Inlet - was tirst recorded in the federal register in 1965. “We

You are not inVisible,
but your heaﬂng SyStem can be.

Free Hearing Test & Consultation
justmention this months ad!

New technology makes better hearing a reality

tuatians

ph: 954-563-4226
2310E. Oakland Park Blvd.

A ATLANTIC HEARING AID CENTER ‘
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

Maria D. Rosa-Laycock, HAS, BC-HIS

have been fighting to save our beach for more than a
decade,” said leraci. Initially filed ot the turn of the Century,
the Broward plan to fix North County beaches evolved to meet
everchanging regulatory requirements, standards that far ex-
ceeded those imposed on any other beach in the State.

GMCA Cfficials leraci and Berkowitz summarized project
stumbling blocks that Galt Mile residents helped overcome, in-
cluding a 2002 meeting in Hollywood, when two busloads of
Galt Milers salvaged the South CnunlB Renourishment (Seg-
ment Il was completed in 2008), @ 2003 cabinet meeting in
Tallohassee wherein testimony from Galt Mile officials won
Cabinet approval for the State permit, and countless meetings
with former Broward Beach Administrators Stephen Higgins
and Eric Myers — and every District 4 County gﬂmmissionar -
all of which yielded unmet promises of an imminent North
County (Segment Il] beach fix. leraci commented “It's not diffi-
cult to understand why residents in Broward beachfront com-
munities are angry.”

Mayaor Seiler asked the local Corps officials why the project
was frozen in MOAA Fisheries. Evidently, a complaint from
the head of a small environmental group immobiﬂzad the proj-
ect, despite its endorsement by every major &nvironmantulp
group and agency in the State. Incredulous that a handful of
radicals coui?l thwart the will of 300,000 pecple in three
Florida Cites and 1.9 million Broward residents, Seiler asked
“What can the City of Fort Lauderdale do to unblock the
stalled beach rencurishment?” Citing how bureaucratic fook
dragging is not only undermining the region’s beach econ-
omy, but since a healthy beach is the only real protection
against cyclonic storm surge, the Mayor complained about de-
lays endangering $billions in upland property while risking
the lives of thousands of beachtront homeowners.

County officials feared ancther dilemma. Colonel Alan M.
Dodd, the District Commander of the Army Corps of Engineers
in Jacksonville, is about to retire. IF he retires before a permit is
ranted, the County could conceivably be forced to revisit ei-
ther all or Furt of the process, prospectively adding years to
e.

this debac

Seiler asked the Cnr}:s rEguh::’rﬂrs if Ihﬂry knew who it was that
broke NOAA Fisheries’ prolonged delay in considering the
Counly application. Garett Lips answered “It was me.” The
room went silent. Seiler asked lips “What happens next?” Ex-
plaining that NOAA Fisheries had until February 28 to com-
Elete its project review, Lips said that he will meet with agency
ureaucrats fo resolve the impasse amicably. If they fail to re-
spend, he will submit a letter that will force the agency to ei-
ther rescind their objection or take it to the next level, thereby
extracting the issue from its bureaucratic black hole and ex-
posing it to redress. Although still flustered by the decades of
insupportable delays, upon hearing a promising strategy from
one of the few regulatory officials able to penetrate the heav-
ily cloistered agency protocals, Galt Mile and City officials
asked LaMarca for updates as Lips implemented his plan.

A Soft Landing

On opening the March 2 Presidents Council meeting in Galt
Towers, leraci said he anticipates a project update from
LeMarca, who was in Washington [{C. for a Port Everglades
regulatory hearing. Given the passions inflamed by this issue,
leraci promised to email members any news upon receipt. Two
days later, o message arrived in the form of an email string
between LaMarca and Commission Aide Kate Wesner.

Since the Corps was unable to negotiate an understanding
with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Lips is-
sued a “3c letter” on February 20th. As explained by

LaMarca, “This requires NMFS to rescind or elevate their ob-
jections Er March 9, and based upon conversations, they do
not intend on elevating their objection. Once rescinded, the

Continued on page ¥
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Council Meefing... Continued

Corps has stated they can issue a permit by end of week [March
13)." LlaMareca concluded with a promise to nr::ti? the
neighborhood association when he receives the

inal resolution,

In a separate message to leraci, Lamarca commented It locks

like | will get an Army Corps permit for Segment Il on March 13th
as an early birthday present (March 16th). | will reach out to pro-

curement and capital projects to get the proposed construction
schedule for the project. Thank you.” On March 9, laMarca got
sneak peek at his birthday present, and sent the following mes-

sage to the neighborho

association: "The county received con-

firmation from the CGTES of Engineers that National Marine

Fisheries Service (NM

S} has officially recinded their objections

in regards to Essential Fish Habitiat thH] for the Segment Il
i

Beach Rencurishment Project. Now

at ohiecﬁcns have been

lifted, the Corps of Engineers is able to issue the Federal permit,

which could accur by end of week.

Once we have permit in hand, the next

our efforts on the Project Participation A

is currently being reviewed and revised

milestone is to continue
Ereement [PPA), The PPA
y the various levels of

the Corps of Engineers. Without this document, we cannot re-
ward the project, or we would jecpardize the Corps’ funding.

We have

en coordinating with Intergov to expedite this review,

but we are still awaiting the draft version of the document for

initial review.

We will keep you posted as to our pro%

hesitate to contact Micole Sharp or Dr,
tions.”

After decades of being shredded in a regulatory Cuisinart, it ap-

ress, but please do not
urade with any ques-

ears that the Segment Il Beach Renourishment will materialize
ruﬁer sea turtle nesting season ends in November) scoring the

Federal Permit will mark one of LaMarea's more memaorable birth-

derys, and send a wave of cautious optimism across the Galt

Mile—and City Hall.

However, since 20 years of chronic disappointment has cultivated
suspicions, many Galt Mile residents will under-

deep seeded

standably postpone celebrating until they feel the new sand be-

tween their toes. Stay tuned.»

.. g -
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Take care of your body. It’s your lifelong home!

Staying flexible is important at every age.
The stretching and movement that yoga provides
accomplishes this and much more:

* supports good range of motion & spine health

* improves joint health & increases circulation

* lowers your heart rate & maintains bone density

Come try a class! Call (954) 829-4640 or
email c@obeck.net to reserve your spot.
Classes include standing & floor poses with deep
breathing and relaxation. Modifications are given to
suit each person’s ability. Rest whenever you need to.
Just bring $12 and an exercise mat.

Group Classes:
The Fitness Clinic
5972 N. Federal Hwy.
(upstairs in the Imperial
Point Library Plaza)
Mondays 4:45pm
Wednesdays 2:30pm

**Private Sessions are
available at either
The Fitness Clinic

or your building's
community room**

COLETTE HABOUSH OBECK
200-Hour Certified &

Registered Yoga Teacher

Colette is a nurturing, inspiring
& knowledgeable instructor with
a heart for safely helping people
stay mobile, happy & healthy.

Tel: (954) 829-4640
Email: c@obeck.net
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*In his March 2015 Newsletiter, Broward Commissioner

LaMarca reviews :::qurwf benchmark for Part Ever ﬁﬁﬁ,

record passenger traffic at Fort Lauderdale — Hollywood Interno-
tional Airport, Broward’s environmentally friendly commuter mini-
buses, ’;;o incentives for Hmudap businesses, a;; me
energy pilo? pr o County adoption 55 pels, a
Centennial u!a?:;'izn of the 13th Annvel Broword Water Motters
Day and a County event commemorating Women’s History Month.
Given his unrelenting support for Port Everglades, it’s no coincidence
that LaMarca’s March messoge to constituents opens by applauding a
long-owaited Federal green light for infrastructure improvements
ﬁr will cement the Port’s future as a regional economic power-

se,

Beginning in 1997, Broward officials have been begging the Arm
Corps di@m to approve funding for dee m’ngegg:nrfy!ver les’
channel to accommodate the anfid) explosion of Post-Panamax
vessels from Asio and the Pacific when the 55.25 billion Panama
Canal expansion is ted in 2016. Post-Panamax ships that are
25% longer, 50% wider and have a deeper droft than the largest
vessels currently able to navigate the canal — a configuration called
“Panamax” — will rebalance the worldwide economy by signifi-
contly lowering hemispheric fransportation costs.

Since faster and cheaper shipping of goods between the Fast Coast
ond Asia :ﬂ .;J;aﬁ;;a Aﬁ“w&mmd Ears and manufactorers ,r:: betrer
compete with Sou ericon uropean counterparts, fhe eco-
nomic cascade will guarantee Post-Panomax adapted Gulf and East
Coast seaports tax revenve windfalls and thousands of new jobs.
The Panama Canal Authority has estimated that five or six opera-
tional ports on the U.S. East Coast could hondle the resulting tornado
of cheaper goods, triggering frenzied construction by Fast Coast sea-
ports competing for a piece of the Post-Panamax Golden Goose.

After 18 years of bumping up against foot-dragging Federal bureau-
crats, Congressional gridlock msphy for dm:s while implor-
ing the Army Corps of Engineers to undertake planned improvements,
on June 28, 2013, the Corps finally released its Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for “Navigationol Improvements to the Port Ever-
glades Harbor,” a prerequisite for deepening Port Everglades’ chan-
nel from 42 feet to 4;2:'?@."#5 two feet of allowable overdepth for
o total ;.; .':E feet) ms.fr: i a;ybe Il';:'.‘ri:Jll:l'Ell.l'lnt.-.‘ ml‘m;:; to n.‘.‘us\:‘;sn-
tering parting ships fo s irt by cargo ond cruise shi
docked along the Intracoastal Waterway inside the Port.

Commissioner

Chip LaMarca’s

March 2015 Newsletter

Deepening and widening the channel is one of three major Master Plan improvements, The Southport
Tvmbrg ﬁnl‘c-‘r Expansion will lengthen the existing deepwater turn-oround area for large cargo ships
from 900 feet to 2,400 feet and allow the Port fo berth and service five additional monster vessels.
Also, instead of containers to and from off-port rail terminals, or bucking road traffic on the
Turnpike or 1-95, on 16, 2014, the Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) opened an on-site Intermodal
l‘.':m‘::i:dermi"';rmsfer Fae I;'S {ICTF) to ez;bﬁe the mndu:jmnsfer fif hwm m;em'ners ie;hween
5 il, trimming the time required for bringing goods to market - and vesting the port o
nificant competitive advantage over other Florida East Coast ports (fike Port Miami). "

In Avgust 2014, when the Corps of Engineers announced that it would recommend dredging the channel
to 47 feel, insteod of the JI;ZN nm’ insvre clearance of post-Panomax vessels, the Corps mode o
point of declaring that the cost of that last foot would have to be borne by Broword. On Avgust 12, the
Broward Commission voted unanimously to pick up the estimated $18 tab for digging out the
extra foot using Port Everglades business revenves from port user fees.

In 2015, the Port’s future brightened considerably. In Janvary, Port officials celebrated the completion
of a 524 million remodeling of Cruise Terminal 4 = critical to the unimpeded traffic flow of cruise possen-
gers. In mid-Febroary, 2015, Congresswoman Lois Frankel met in Washington D.C. with staff from the
South Florida Congressional Delegation, State and Broward elected officials and Richard Biter, Assistant

Secretary for Intermodal Systems Development for the Florida fment of Tr jon, fo prepare
for @ make-or-break hearing by the Army Corps of Engineers Givil Works Review mn‘.

fnuvenh;g{ on February 27, 2015, the Civil Works Review Board unanimously approved the final envi-
mnm;gﬁ ﬁ ewﬁe:ﬁiﬁﬂty studies &rfar dredging the ﬂ::lunnef to 48 feerm ff;eﬂ legfb allowable
overdepth) and expan e furming nofc P:ﬁwmg a 30-day comment period. After the Corps Issves
a “Chief of Engineers Report” in May, which will recommend the project to Congress for construction au-
thorization, the pre-consiruction, engineering and design (PED) phase will be followed by imately
two years of confract procorement and onother five for construction. The $374 mﬂmpf:nnﬁng
fmfzayisr rised of 5190 million of federal ing money and 5183.1 million in Port revenves,
5 y State confributions. NO TAXES in the mix!!!

Admonishing the need to move quickly, Congresswoman Lois Frankel told the Review Board * Jv delay
to the expansion risks the new freight ships contracting with other ports, passing us by and taking
l&nu:mu':a;' jobs with them”. laMarea has been bo tween Broward, ﬁsn.‘mm and Washing-
ton D.C. like o suburban straphanger, carrying the County’s agenda for Beach Renourishment and the
Part improvements. If a recently i I'f:greguful'orr strateqy to unblock the Segment I beach fix
also bears fruit, he will be 2 for 2 this March. Not too shabby! Read on for the rest of laMarca’s March
message. — [editor]"

March 2015 Newsletter
By Commissioner Chip LaMorco
U.5. Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Review Board Moves Deepening and Widening t Forward
Broward County Commissioners are applauding recent action by the U.5. Army Corps

of Engineers Civil Works Review Board that moves forward major plans to despen
and widen Port Everglades' channels and turning basin. Port Everglades has been
working with the Corps for more than 18 years on this project, designed to enable
safe passage of deep droft post-Panamax cargo ships, those too large to fit through
today's Panama Canal. The project is anticipated to create an estimated 4,700 total
consfruction jobs and nearly ],g(}ﬂ permanent direct jobs locally. The estimated cost
is $374 million which will be paid with Port Everglades revenue generated through
port user fees, federal appropriations and state grants. Mo local tax dollars will be
used for this project because Port Everglades is a selbfunded enterprise fund.

FLL Records Highest Passenger Traffic

2014 wos a record year for Broward's Fort Lauderdole-Hollywood International Air-
port FLL) with 24.6 million passengers using the airport, an increase of more than
one million compared with 501 3. FLUs spike in passenger travel was attributed to
new services and additional flights by its largest domestic carriers JetBlue, Spirit, Delta
and Silver. International traffic also increuseg 26 percent year over year, with more
than 4.6 million passengers using FLL. This increase is due in part to new service by
Azul, Copa, Norwegian, TAME and Volaris Airlines. The new runway, which opened
in September, helped to eliminate delays that previously discouraged the launch of

new Hights. Continved on poge 11
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LaMarca....Confinued

Transit Offers New Vehicles for Commuters and Poratronsit Customers

Broward County Transit [BCT) is working to improve comfort, safety
and the environment with new state-obHthe-art vehicles for commuters
and paratransit customers. Transit introduced its cleaner propane-fu-
eled paratransit vehicles in January with seating for 10 passengers
and room for up to three wheelchairs, digital security system with
cameras, and adjustable temperature controls, New 45-foot Motor
Coach Industries buses are slated for operation in the spring and
will feature high-back seats with extra hipto-knee space, Wi-Fi and
LED reading lights, A/C vents, electrical outlets and USB ports at
each seat. ?hese buses will be used for the 95 Express Service
routes from Southwest Broward to destinations in Miami-Dade
County.

{uung Targets New Businesses with Incentive Funding

The County is offering incentive funds for Qualified Targeted Indus-
tries looking to expand operations and create more jobs in
Broward. Potential businesses will receive varying amounts of funds
from the County depending on the level of expansion, and may
quality for additional funds from the city in which they plan lo ex-
pand, and from the State. The County's Office of Economic and
Small Business Development has approved two new projects under
the Qualified Targeted Incentive Tax Refund Program

Broward County Signs Agreement for First FPL Community-based
Solar Installation Brﬂwc:rg is the first location in Florida to sign an
agreement with Florida Power & Light [FPL] for installation D?ﬂ solar
Eoromlraic system funded by FPL's new Voluntary Community-
E{:sed Solar Pilet Partnership Program. The installation has the po-
tential to generate over 140?0{](1 kilowatt hours of electricity
annually. In so deing, it will contribute to the reduction of green-
house gas emissions by over 100 metric tons of carbon dioxide sup-
porting the County's commitment to a 20 percent renewable energy
umge goal and supparting the regional goal to achieve, by 2050,
an 82 percent reduction in reg'lonu| greenhc:use gas emissions.

Broward County Animal Care and Adoption Welcomes and Encourages Donations
Your generosity will help support our numerous programs and serv-
ices such as adoptions, behavioral training, and enhancements to
medical equipment in our clinics and improvement and expansion to
our shelters, More impartantly, your support will fo save the lives of
many homeless dogs and cats. 2j."i:air broward .org/animal to find in-
formation and photos of animals that are current Y available for
adoption. There is also information en providing temporary foster
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CALL TODAY! 954.903.4854 + 305.440.4310 - www.totalappliance.net

care for animals that are too young to adopt or have special needs. If
you find that adoption or foster care isn't for you, please consider volun-
teering, where you will have the unique opportunity to help the shelter
dog and cats.

Water Matters Day Matters March 14th
"Celebrating Our Centennial” is the theme of the 13th Annual Broward
Water Matters Day on Saturday, March 14th from PAM to 3PM at Tree
Tops Park in Davie. This year's {ree event is part of the County’s Centen-
nial celebration, Broward 100 - Celebrating the Art of Community. At
Water Matters Day, residents can learn about local and regional water
resources, how water is managed and rotected, and how Broward is
|c:nning for future water needgs. Over fﬁ educational exhibits and

oths will be on display to help residents understand the role each of
us play in protecting and conserving our water supplies. Participants will
also be ul:u'lae to take home a free native plant or tree by visiting at least
12 of the event's exhibits and obtaining stamps from each on their event
program.

Morch is Women's History Month
The Broward County Commission on the Status of Women [CSW) will
observe National Women's History Month, March 1s+-3 1st, by hosting A
Community Conversation — Women 4 Women - forum to understand the
major issues affecting women and their families throughout the county.
The free forum is open to the public and
takes place Friday, March 27th, 3-5PM,
at the African-American Research Li-
brary and Cultural Center, 2650
Sistrunk Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale.

Stay connected with by visiting
Broward.org/District4d and sign up to
receive email updates from our office.
If there is anything that we can do to
assist you with your vision for a better
Broward, please do not hesitate to
contact our office at 954-357-7004 or
by email at clamarca@broward.org.

As uiwuys, it is my honor to serve you. 1 '.-{ i

- \
LaMarca "\
Broward Counfy Commissiones, District 4 = 8 halll :
Chip LoMarea - £
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In early Movember, 2008, Commodore resident José "Chepa” Vego
emailed a complaint to the Galt Mile Community Association about
the “precarious” state of landscaping along Galt Ocean Drive. A
few days later, he followed it up with a call to GMCA Vice President
Eric Berkowitz, exclaiming “While | was walking in front of my
building, | saw someone walk into a low hanging tree limb. It could
have blinded him. Why doesn't the City pay attention to the land-
scaping on our block?” Chepo argued that if he knew who to con-
tact about addressing this issue, he would gladly velunteer his time
and horticultural acumen. He was invited to opprise Advisory Board
members and attending association officials uir:ul his concerns at
the next Galt Mile Presidents Council meeting.

Galt Mile Block Maintenance Liaison

At the December 1, 2008 meeting, while participants discussed the
now defunct Calypso Project, Beach Renourishment, monkey busi-
ness in the Florida Office of Insurance Regulation and the impact of
deliberately dilatory foreclosures on Association budgets, Chepo
cornered former Commissioner Christine Teel, detailing his con-
cerns. Offering to contact the Parks Depariment and investigate the
problem, she requested that he contact her office the following day.

Excited about the prospect of finally making headway, the next day
Chepo emailed G&CA officials Pio leraci and Eric Berkowitz “|
spoke briefly to Commissioner Teel ot the Monday meeting then
called her subsequently at her suggestion. In our conversation | men-
tioned our concerns about the problems we are having with the
sidewalk frees. | told her that the trees are growing bent due to the
strong ocean winds and the use of the wrong stakes to prop the
trees, | mentioned to her that st:rmebndy can injure their ayes with
the low brum:h&sl efc. | volunteered to meet with un}rb:}d}r from the
city that can help sclve this problem. Teel told me that she is going
to call the persons in charge of the planting and if | did not hear
from them in a week, to call her and let her know.”

As directed by Teel, her commission assistant Eve Bazar sent an
email to Julie Richards in the City Manager's office, explaining,
“losé Vega resides ot the Commodore condo on the Galt. He%eels
that the trees on the Galt aren't being pruned properly, and in some
cases ITIU}I" Cause I'IUTIT'I to PEQP'E sinca Tl"lE brunches are too |Q’W.
Mr. Vega talked with the commissioner and would like to meet with
someone from P&R [sic - Parks and Recreation) who is responsible
for the trees so he can alert them to the problems. Would you please
l_"l_ﬁvekso:'neune from P&R contact Mr. Vega to discuss this matter?
anks.”

A week later, Parks Department Operations Superintendent Brian
Hopper met with Chepo. On December 13th, shortly after their
meeting, Hopper notified former Assistant Director Terry Rynard of
Parks and Recreation, “| have met with Mr. Vega and we have
begun trimming and restaking the trees. We will continue this work
over the next week or two. Mr. Vega is pleased with our response
thus far and was very complimentary olpsmﬁ. I will fellow up when

R ———————

GALT MILE CANOPY

work is 100 pret complete.”

To muster support from the neighborhood’s 27 member associations,
Chepo attended the December 18, 2008 GMCA Advisory Board meet-
ing at Nick's lfalian Restaurant. Following reports from our City and
County Commissioners and several agenda discussions, GMCA Presi-
dent leraci turned to Chepu, rhunking him for following his urigincﬂ com-
plaint with active pursuit of redress. Landscaping and gfock
maintenance had long been stones in leraci’s shoe, and a source of frus-
tration for most veteran neighborheod officials.

When Galt Ocean Drive residents voluntarily assessed themselves to
fund the brood range of civic upgrades known as the Galt Mile Im-
provement Project in 1995 [pink aggregate sidewalks, new troffic sig-
nals and signage, interred |..|Ti|1"r'_.,-r lines, puverad crosswalks, new
landscaping, etc.), the City agreed to maintain the many improvements
in “a Disney-like manner.” enever the Parks Department dropped the
ball, Galt Mile association officials would meet with the District 1 Cily
Commissioner and Parks Department Director Phil Thornburg to elicit as-
surances that civic maintenance would improve. Such promises had a
haltife of three to six months, and turned to vapor when the bureau-
crats’ feet were no longer in the fire. By 2008, frustrated residents had
watched their landscaping cycle through 12 years of intermittent green
PE‘T‘IQdS lﬂrl-d brt}wnﬂurs.

Alfter announcing, “Chepo is working with the City to address the land-
scaping problems along Galt Ocean Drive,” leraci proposed that
Chepo be officially vested to represent the MNeighborhood Association in
this effort. A quick vote alfirmed Chepo's status. Ahter indicating that she
would notify the Parks Department about the Advisory Board’s action,
Teel said that Chepo would “probably hear from them after the Hali-
days.” For the first fime, the neighbc}r{mod association had o permanent
block maintenance ligison to the City.

In April of 2009, after taking the District 1 cockpit from Christine Teel,
newly elected Commissioner Bruce Roberts seamlessly stepped in as
Chepo's "Rabhbi” in City Hall. At his first Galt Mile landscaping evalua-
tion on June 22, 2009, Roberts met with Parks Department Superinten-
dent Brian Hopper, Beach Foreman Mark Almy, GMCA, President Pio
leraci and Chepo at the Greek Isles Taverna, the starrin%. ote for a 10
AM Community Walkthrough. After identifying the neig Eorhoud’s
|un|::|scc:|ping deficiencies, their report became the official maintenance
syllabus for Parks Department crews working along the Galt Mile.

Chepo and Brian Hopper got down to business. In his first report to the
neighborhood association, Chepo summarized a recently completed
two week project. Following another walk-through with Hopper and
landscaping personnel, crews assigned to the project trimmed more
than three dozen frees, cutting branches deemed dangerous to margin-
ally attentive pedestrians undgpussing cyclists. Sizing stakes were in-
stalled to better contral future growth and broken metal grates frﬁming
the block’s trees were repuireg and,/or ;::nn::n|:|-|3r|~:|-r reinstalled.

Continved on poge 13



Trimming... Confinued

Over the next seven years, this scenario was annually adapted to the
neighborhood's evolving needs. Whenever the City slacked off, our
block maintenance gndﬁy would FI-DIiTEl raise hell. Two issues were at
or near the fop of an annual mantra of Lndscupin cﬂmpfuinls,

veries and suggestions from Galt Mile residents. ?he first mirrored

hepo's admonition to address trees along Galt Ocean Drive identi-
fied and marked as "severely bent towards the streel,” characterizing
the eye-level low hanging branches as pedestrian threats. Secondly,
Galt Mile residents questioned why trees along the Galt appear
strangely distorted, frail and congenitally puny - as if on lite support.

Mysterious Mutant Trees
The trees planted along Galt Ocean Drive have two strikes against
them. When Urban Forester Gene Dempsey addressed a 2005 Presi-
dents Council meeting, he explained that a newly hired city horticultur-
ist would supervise the planting of all new “envirenmentall
compatible” flora along the block. The plan went awry in 2007 when
Parks personnel discovered that the Green Butionwoods planted years
earlier had grown massive root systems, irreversibly entangling utility
lines, communication cables and drain lines. Were they simply tarn
out, residents in the ud[ucenr huildings would taste life in the ¥7Th cen-
tury. Having failed to pry out the roofs, cut them away or selectively
oison certain offshoots, lormer Parks Department Assistant Director
erry Rynard — who has since returned to hometown Kansas City -
conceded that the Department’s plans were in trouble. They would
Eﬂﬁe to try rooting smaller trees in areas filled with irretrievable root
alls.

During a June 2007 landscaping walk through with Rynard and Parks
Foreman Tim Southby, GMCE President Pio ﬂ:mci learnad why hurri-
cane-damaged trees were deliberately replaced with undersized trees
Elagued by abbreviated lite spans. "The silver buttonwoods that we

ave planted on the walkway were chosen for their size for many rea-
sons,” exclaimed Southby. “TYhe openings in the sidewalk are onry 50
big. Many of the old roct systems are still in the ground from the old
trees and from other trees along the sidewalk. Electrical and irrigation
for these trees runs through these openings, causing us to use smaller
and not as mature specimens as we would like to have used.”
Southby elaborated, “For this reason we have had to stake and strap
the trees in WOys we nu::rrr1'u::|||':,-r would not like to have to use. We know
that it isn't the most attractive method but it is working.”

City officials had to find @ way to plant new trees without first having
to remove the stifling remnant root balls. Initially, unsupported irees
were planted in whatever space was available amid Tﬁe overcrowded
root remnanis. As often as not, they died. If they could have somehow
been sustained foHr;:nwing their initial imp|un1uﬁon, the replacements’
chances for survival would have increased subsmnlinﬁy. im 5::::1.|I|'||:|}«r
Exp|u'|r1ed steps taken by the Parks Department to uccc:mp|is|1 this ob-
jective, “We are also currently topping off most of the buttonwoods to
stop adding more siress to the lower trunk and the root system. This
will allow the trunk to thicken up and give it the strength that we need
to allow the strapping fo come off um? make the sidewalk area more
appealing.”

By initially keeping the trees small, their growth resources would be di-
rected towards bu?king up their trunks, Enhuncing their prospects for
survival, Suuthby thearized that this strategy, in conjunction with con-
centrated fertilization, would shorten the period that the trees o

eared undersized. leraci asked Southby how long the small sil::er

uttonwoods would have to remain staked and stropped. "We hope
by June of 2008 the sfrupﬁin will come off most of the trees except
for the ones that we have ug to replace in the last few weeks,” pre-
dicted Southby. Unfortunately, his plan hit a wall.

At the fime, Rynard agreed with Southby's assessment, exclaiming
“You won't have to wait ten years to see substantial growth. We're
making the best out of a bacﬁituntion_ We plan to intensively fertilize
the new trees. Once Fhew{ are firmly rooted, we should see some rapid
gmwﬂ’:." Southby also blamed the old root balls for damage sustained

the aggregate sidewalks originally installed as part of the Galt

ile Improvement Project. He explained “The root systems spread
under the entire area. We found them wrapped around the iree cover

?mfes and they dislodged sidewalks.”

o successfully fulfill the City’s contractual obligation to maintain the
block “in a Disney like fashion,” Parks personnel admittedly should
have meticulously micromanaged the immature plantings through their
initial growth period. They didn't. When most uFtha trees succumbed to
the Department’s maintenance |c:|pse5, their rep|ucemen15 were also
staked. OF those that ultimately survived, when the stakes were re-
moved, growth spurts sent their crowns lunging toward or away from
the street. In danger of toppling, they were restaked. By the time these
trees were stabilized, many had become severely gnarled — strangely
reminiscent of the contorted iconic specimen gracing the front yard of
Carlos and Morticia Addams.

On the bright side, nature is reliably unpredictable. Once Chepo's over-
sight marshalled a sustained effort by the Parks Department, the City's
recipe for mutant trees was retired. While the damage could not be un-
done, at least it would not be repeated. When trees unable to survive in
beds compromised with ratting root balls were replaced by a new cro
of undersized trees — anticipating that their smaller root systems wouldp
better tolerate the cramped rooting environment — Chepo insured the
were nurtured — as originally prescribed years earlier by Rynard an
Soulhby. After seven years of mana ing |)I"Ii5 mass rotation of browned
out Buttonwoods, City crews finally ?i"&d every Galt Mile sidewalk

grate with a tree - small, twisted - but alive.

Sidewalks Still Safe

Chepo and Beach Foreman Mark Almy spent 2014 addressing land-
scaping issues observed during the annual walk-through, While identify-
inﬁ trees cl:;;g; the public rightofway with threatening branches,

Chepo added those on association property with low branches that
overhang the sidewalk and/or street. Since City crews applied a
"handsﬂgﬂ" olicy to association landscaping, an Advisory Board mem-
ber reported Chepo's dilemma to City Manager Lee Feldman. If in-
formed about a tree on its property that poses a danger to pedestrians
on the public sidewalk, and an association lails to correct the threat,
Feldman clarified “Once | know the location, | can have our code com-
pliance staff handle it.”

On February 4, 2014, Almy emailed Commissioner Roberts, GMCA
President leraci and Chepo, announcing “We are scheduling the trim-
ming of the Silver Buttonwood trees along the sidewalk to begin in the
next few weeks.” City crews then set about fiHing in open spaces with
Silver Buttonwood hedges and Indian Hawthorne, mq:E:i‘?ng irrigation
boxes and treating sidewalk beds with “Weed and Feed”. Responding
to complaints from association managers, they trimmed trees and
hedges that blocked the view of drivers pulling into the street from asso-
ciation driveways. However, many of the block’s low-hanging branches
remained unattended. Protests lodged by Chepo were butiressed by
complaints emailed to the nEEghbﬂrhWJ association by Galt Mile
ped&srrir;:ns.

With the seasonal influx of vulnerable elderly snowbirds exacerbated
by the horrific weather in Northern cities, by December, Chepo de-
cided to reach out to Commissioner Roberts, explaining that the
untrimmed trees were an accident in the making. It worked. On January
27, 2015, a jubilant Chepo popped off an email to the neighborhood
association entitled “Good l\f;?ws. is coming in,"” and referred to an at-
tached message from Mark Almy:

“Hi Chepo. We did some extensive trimming today on the trees over the
sidewalk. The brush is moved to the side and will be picked up by a
truck. We went from 3550 to 3200 [sic - Ocean Riviera to Playa del
Mar| today. We skipped one small area due to a moving truck being in
the way and the most nertherly part still has to be done as well. These
areas will be done soon. Just wanted fo give you a heads up that we
were back on it. Thanks"

Since Chepo's Advisory Board appointment, this low profile volunteer
has pressed, pushed, pu“ed and prodded City, Cuunr:.r and association
officials to elicit their cooperation. He works side-by-side with Park
maintenance crews, personally oversees hard scape upgrades and con-
tinually bird dogs City officials. If you see Chepo strapping a tree or
swimming in wood chips, and like the way your neigﬁgor ood looks,
youkm'tght want to “pay it forward.” A 5impre “thank you" should do the
frick,
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ADVERTISE'IN THE

MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 10th...
ADVERTISE YOUR SPECIALS NOW!!!

PURCHASE A HALF-PAGE AD IN APRIL FOR $300 (LIST: $350),
AND GET A FULL-PAGE BLACK/WHITE AD IN MAY FOR JUST
$400 (LIST: $550)!

st N NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR THE
s 2015 SPRING/SUMMER SEASON
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TARGET THE LOCAL MARKET WITH AN AD IN-THE GALT MILE NEWS.-WITH A READERSHIP. OF NEARLY .
14,000, THESE NEWSLETIERS CAM BE A VALUABLE PR TOOL FOR YOU & YOUR BUSINESS, EITHER AS A

SUPPLEMENT TO YOUR CURRENT AREA AD CAMH-‘;I?G‘&I,. OR AS THE ONLY ADVERTISING THAT YOU DO
O THE AFRUVENT GALT OCEAN MILE.
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Schedule of Safety Topics

Every Fourth Thursday of the Month
__Spm -4pm
(except November & December)

2014 Schedule

July 24 « Hurricane Preparedness

August 28 « General Home Safety
September 25 « Fire Safety

October 23 + Medication Safety

November 20 « Safety Around the Holidays
December 18 » Electrical Safety

2015 Schedule

January 22 « Fire & Burn Safety

February 26 - Slip & Fall Safety

March 26 » Food Safety

April 23 « General Health & Fitness Safety

May 28 « Internet & Drug Scams:
Safety in the 21st Century

June 25 = Kitchen Safety

fety education progi
D FOR SENIORS.

BROWARD HEALTH IMPERIAL POINT
and the

BROWARD SHERIFF FIRE RESCUE and
EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPT.

present the
Senior Life Safety Program

A NEW, FREE MONTHLY CLASS presented by

a professional Life Safety Educator that aims to
teach and empower our senior citizens to better
protect themselves in their day-to-day lives.

will be served. Bnng a guest or come afone
to meet other like-minded individuals.

Door prizes will be available.
Please RSVP by calling the

Broward Health Line at 954.759.7400.
Attendance is limited to the first 50 callers.

BROWARD

HEALTH
IMPERIAL
POINT
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