


LLunch Alone or
Dine with Your Friends?

There’s Always Room at Our Table
Stop By...Have Lunch...Start Smiling
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GYPSY DENT

GRIFTERS PLUCK GALT
MILE PIGEONS -

On your way out of the supermarket, while juggling groceries ear-
marked for the trunk, some uy pu;k&d next to you pu::rl'nls out a dent
in your car. Inveighing that ﬁﬁs 15 your lucky day, he holds out a
business card and mentions that he is an aute body repair techni-
cian who just got home from a long day at the service garage.
What might ordinarily cost you $?%CJ - $900 at the auto body shop,
he will do for a mere $250. What's more, you can walch as {ne re-
stores your vehicle's former glory. How can you go wrong?# After
carefully eyeballing his embossed laser-cut business card, you agree.
In a flash, his trunk pops open, revealing an impressive array o
1'00'5-. TDU aven retognize some ﬂ; rhem rom wnen "’"DU hﬂd an edar-
lier dent repaired at a reputable collision center. The “mechanic” be-
ﬁins probing an area around the dent, gently tapping with a mallet

e slipped from his trunk after placing a can of Bondo Body Filler
next to the car, along with two sanding boards and a vice grip.

He begins sanding the dent when your iPhone ring tones. After talk-
ing for a few minutes, you notice your new-found aute body wizard
wiping some white goo from his hands, A puranﬂ . it's the same
stuff that now com etehr covers the dent, Eemingﬁ satisfied with
his efforts, the DH~::I|JUT}-' mechanic authoritatively explains how the
compound will protect the new finish from rain or heat as it cures
over the next 24 hours. He collects your money and heads into the
sunset, assuring you that your car will look as good as new tomar-
rew.

Early next morning, you get dressed and head to the garage. 5till
re|i5‘i;'|ng your impromptu financial mini-cch, as you strip off the
compound, the building falls on you. There's the dent, large as life -
nr1|y now it's surrounded b}r three more dents and a swath of missing
paint.

The number printed on the business card is disconnected and the ad-

dress doesn't exist. Meither does the website nor the email address. As
the totality of your failure sinks in, you weigh whether filing o police re-
port is worth Iﬁe humiliation, given the paperthin likelihood of recover-
ing the funds or even finding the scoundrel. You aren’t used to feelin
like a stooge. Following a brief unseftling internal siruggle, you decide
to put the event behind you. Case C|DSE1§'.

Although it sounds suspiciously like an anecdotal exhortation lifted from
“Snopes” |a hoax reporting website), this embarrassing incident recently
tock place in the Winn-Dixie parking lot, and the victim is an intelligent,
wellinformed Galt Ocean Mile resident. He later learned that he was
snackered by a long-running dog and pony show known as the Gypsy
Dent Scam.

Although the etymology is in dispute, when the scam first surfaced, this
dabcsing Romani racial slur was used to describe either the clcl'wilT‘s
moral bankruptey or a predisposition to dodge retribution by traveling
fram town to town. That said, many South Florida Police Departments
with special units devoted to Gypsy crime families identi? the dent
scam, along with “Till Taps” undP distraction thefts, as trademark rip-offs.

On April 16, 2015, Fort Lauderdale Police Department (FLPD) Officer
George Brandner was filling in for his partner - FLPD's Galt Mile ligison
Officer Thomas Gestal - at a luncheon meeting of the Galt Mile Advi-
sory Board. While delivering the monthly crime report, Brandner
warned Board members that the Gypsy Bent Scam had epidemically
grown Ie%s along the Galt Mile, as victim reports became standard fare
at patral briefings.

Confinued on page 4

Gypsy Dent Scamemer Covers Froudulent Repaie



Dent Gypsy...Contined

Brandner explained that the hustle is a multiple version legacy scam, as perpetrators hunt
unsuspecting quarry in parking lots or driving along local streets. He reported that some

of the local scammers were eloquent, highly polished and well-practiced, having success- PUBLISHER /ADVERTISING SALES
fully turned self-proclaimed “diehard skeplics” into hapless victims. In one incident de- Second Studie. LLC
scribed by the officer, a commercial auto body van was used as a prop, and the 054.997.6553
scammer was convincingly familiar with automotive repair procedures and specialty ?ndéfudiﬂsﬁ? e gt
equipment used by collision repair technicians. R .
EDITOR
Moting that several variations of the scam had been reported, Brandner characterized a Eric Peter Berkowitz
bare bones version as most locall prevﬂlenr. When one of two erpetrators asks about PRINTER
fixing a dent [that he may have pf:uced there earlier), as the mark exits the vehicle to in- The UPS Stare
spect the damage, his pariner snatches whatever looks valuable from inside the car - 9 ‘fi . ef:Eiul gr(_.ﬁ
simple, fast, nng effective. SO0 YN

The hunting ground isn’t confined to parking lots. Scammers cruise Oakland Park Boule-

vard, Sunrise Boulevard, Federal Highway, Commercial Boulevard and A1 A, where they
ull up next to a car stopped at a |ig t and offer to fix dents The:,r observe on the E'C'd".!" or

Eurnper. Whenever a mark takes the bait, the endgame always plays out the same way.

Whether entranced by a huckster with the gift of gab or intimidated by a matched pair GMCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

of gorillas, instead of saving a few dollars, the victim shells out money to crooks whe in-

variobly add to the damage. PRESIDENT & CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

Pic leraci

As Brandner further expounded scam details, the low-key background banter usual 1o (?54) 5619795
these meetings dropped off to @ murmur. Breaking the sirenf_e, an Advisory Board mem-
ber admitted that he'd been duped. With the flood-gates open, others felt compelled to VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER
jump in, in turn describing how they were also bilked by Cﬁ,rpsy Dent con artists. Given Eric Peter Berkowitz leah Glickfield
the plurality of hurd-nc:-seg skeptics on the Advisory Board, these spontanecus admissions (954) 564-4427 (954) 563-1001
suggested that Brandrner's police reports barely scratch the surface of the actual victim DIRECTORS
pool. Ralph Hamaker

2 ]
A refired Galt Mile health care consultant was stung by a more elaborate variation, (?54) 568-4146
Using an electric grinder powered by the car’s battery, a pair of scammers stripped the Fred Mesbitt
paint arcund a dent and cut deep info the subsirate. After building out the depression (954) 564-4329

with wax and spray paint, they covered the mess with gray putty. | was skeptical when Andrew Surdavel
they first offered to fix the dent in a half hour, but warcﬁing Tﬁem work, | became con- [erg_,;-:' ;,5_;;%]{;1
vinced that they knew what they were doing.”

SECRETARY
Fern McBride*
[(?54) 561-2965

ADVISORY BOARD

lim Abruzzino

Annmarie Adams

Vart Ad jemian

Lorraine Alfano Linda leDuc
Richard Bazerghi Don Larsen

Steeled by myriod previous performances, they had plausible answers for anything she
threw their way, When she asked how they could match the vehicle's exact color, one of
the scammers replied “Mo problem, we formulate the color from the VIN number on the
regisiration sticker in your window.” Once paid, they left her with detailed instructions,
“In 48 hours, have the car washed and hot waxed. It will remove all traces of wax and
compound and restore the car to its former finish and color.” In fact, they turned a small
dent into major damage. “I spent more than $3700 to fix the ariginal dent plus the dam-
age caused by grinding;” angrily adding “they also damaged my battery.”

In 2010, Channel 7 [WSVN)| investigative reporter Carmel Caliere did a segment about

scammed residents in Coral Springs and Delray. The crocks claimed they were employ-

ees of a legitimate Boermon repair shop called Dent King, and inviierros ective Eileen Bendis Laurie Madenfort

marks to check the shop's website. With their fears dispelled, the hoodwinked targets Biicins Barghsim iin: Mcticis

agreed fo lef the thieves fix their damaged vehicles. Ran E.'.b.;:{;‘é George Mayer

After covering up the non-existent repairs, and admenishing that they would cure E:J;IEE:,;T.LEI sarm e rice

overnight - the standard delay tactic - the scammers disappeared with the cash. Subse- Francis Casi

quent calls to Dent King by each of the burned victims elicited the same response from
roprietor Kevin Kurlowski, "Ne one by that name ever worked herel” Lamenting the
arge number of viclims who visit to his shop to repair damage caused by the scammers, .

Kurlowski told Cafiero that because the material used by the crooks to cover their handi- Robert Dally

waork isn't properly applied, it adds to the damage when removed. D‘:'”%E'ﬂw':‘f” E :

Liso Edwards verett Pyatt

More recently, Llocal 10 investigative reporter Jeff Weinsier filmed two scammers yanking Joe Fox Patricia Quintero

the hood of a Lexus out of alignment with a pulley they had affixed to a light pole with a Kathleen Freismuth '

metal cable. Claiming they were Lexus employees, 24-year old Santine Mitchell and Richard E‘Jh_g'f'_-_l‘_le ;

Vinny Uwich convinced an elderly Lexus owner in a gas station parking lot to fork over J:'i"-.r_rmlfo Ray” Garcia

3400 to remove a dent in his hood that he had never seen before. When the camera ""‘;'{'Ch'_:"_s‘}l ﬁ"‘;’"‘mlﬂ

began relling, Uwich said he would slap Weinseir and Mitchell, who was arrested in i H“; ""H Fic e Vonal

Clarkstown, Mew York o few vears earlier for pulling the same scam, threatened to :'.ﬁ.TI:mL ':’H aw :"""-" oge

break the camera. Although Tge}r took off before the police arrived, the victim later crrem L

learned that they did damage estimated at $1300. El;iﬁ':r{tjiztkin ﬁf;; .,T_.!EEE

! P Michael Kalz
Confinued on page 5
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Dent Gypsy...Continuad

A few months later, Weinsier filmed Mitchell’s brother Anthon
working the same scam on BMW owner Sagi Dancon in a mall
parking ploza, masquerading as o BMW employee. For $200,
Mitchell covered a dent with shoe polish and assured Danon that
the finish would lock new when he wiped it off in a few days. In
contrast with the threats leveled by his brother, Anthony grabbed
Weinseir by the throat while trying to pry away the camera before
beating a hasty retreat when he learned the police were en route.
Frustrated because the only infraction for which most scammers are
legally answerable is a licensing violation, an undercover detective
estimated that these puss buckets clear about $3000 a day.

If you drive a car, there's a signiﬁcan probubi“ that you will run
into one of these sleaze bags. Besides the Galt gceﬂn Market-
|::n!|::|1:E.-r other local Drking lots where Gyp:.}r Dent scammers thrive
include the Coral I?id e Mall, Lowes, Publix, Home Depot, Whale
Foods, Best Buy, Pier 1 Imports, Galt Ocean Shoppes (32nd - 34th
St.), OHfice Depot, and the larger furniture stores along Federal
Highway. Here are a few tips. If while driving you are approached
by someone offering to fix a dent in your car, close the windows
and lock the doors Eefnre you answer, thereby deterring a lightfin-
g&red partner from Exp|c:'|1ing what is |iicely a deliberate distraction.

If you run into a “lot lizard” in a commercial auto repair van while
parked at a mall or shopping plaza, and the maney-saving deal
sounds tempting, explain that you'll meet him later at his repair
shop. IF he tells you that he can only offer you this discount because
he just came from fixing another car using the company’s equip-
ment, but bock at the shop, you would be charg]fed full price -
scram - that jargon is a rracfifliﬂnul Gypsy Dent Trademark!
However, if your “lizard” is only holding a rag and a spray can,
imagine he is an unemployed dentist who asked if you wanted a
$50 root canal perlermed in the median, and react accordingly.

If you view their street-honed skills as no mateh for your uncanny
prowess in sniffing out fraud or your arsenal of common sense,
you're already in trouble. They are relentlessly persistent and make
a living by 5uccessfull¥ negetiating for credibility with pecple from
every social stratum. If you go ftce to toe with these reprnbmes on
their home turf, you wi|r|use. There is nn|}r one way to win, walk
away. If you also want to turn the tables on these bums while help-

ing to protect the rest of us, call the police [staunchly recommended
by Officer Brandner)! That night, you'll sleep like o Lal:u_,r.'

“They are
relentlessly
persistent and
make a |IVII‘Iﬂ by

successfu
negotiating for
credibility with

people from

every social

INJURED?

e AUTO ACCIDENTS
* WRONGFUL DEATH .
* SLIP & FALL -
* WORKERS COMP.

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

* NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-749-3330

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
SE HABLA ESPANOL « NOU PALE KREYOL

- |
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Do you know a family member,

a friend or a neighbor in need

[ —

& ek

r )

of home health care?

Home Health Care Provided By pgmmesmns
Nurses and Nurses’ Aides. “ ‘r -l

Affordable In-Home
Elder Care

Services Provided at
Home or Facilities

We accepl mosi credit cards and Bill most insurance companies directly on your bahaif,

Florida NR3I0210978 - NRI0211226 - NR30211293 - NR30211316 - NR30211382
Licenses  NR30211380 - NR30211518 - NR30211586 - NRI0211651 - NR30211295

stratum.”
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE

SUN MON TUE WED

Les Dlas Ouidoor Gresn Market BINGO BINGD BINGD

333 E Los Olos Bivd. & SE dth v, 8 SouthPoint 9 Galt Towers Social Room 1 0 Regency South Pnlh.r IE:u:m
9om to 2 pm. Tpm. {4250 Gelt Oceon Drive)

Info.: 954-476-8434 Infy.; 954-563-6353 7:30 pm. Iinf.: Bob Peordman: 954- 54?4%3

Infa.; Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

Sunday Jazz Brunch
Ewerwdq Uu:r-'.-uu:wn FL

1lamtadp
Info.: ?5-1-396—3622

Las Dls Outdoos Green Morket BINGO BINGO BINGO

1 4533 ELos Ok Bvd. & SE 4 e, 1 5 SouthPoint 16 Galt Towers Sotiol Room 1 7 Regency Sauth p.m gmm
Som to?pm ) T pm, (4250 Galt Ocean Drive)

Info.; 954-426-8434 Infi.; 954-543-6353 7230 p.m. Info.: Bob Peoriman: 954- 54?4[1.53

Info.: Cyndi Songer: $54-563-7268

(orbbean dazz Mamzz Commissiomer Bruce Enberts, Freoendn Meefing Foet Leudesdile ity Comemission Meefing
Brorwnd Cember foe the Fc-rf-.mrﬂh.ts pm Beath Commuity Center, 6 pm. (i Hal
Tic: Toe: 544630772 Info.: 9544285033 Regulor Agenda: & pum.
Los Olos Outdoos Gresn Marked BINGO EIKGO BINGD
2 133 E Lors Olos Bhvd. & SE dith Awe, 22 SouthPoint 23 Galt Towers Sociol Room 24 Regency South Porty Room
Tom. to 2 pm, fpm (4250 Galt Deean Dive) T pm.
Info.: 954-426-8436 Info.: 954-563-6353 7:30 pum, Info.- Bab Peadman: 954-547-4063

P
Infi.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

Summer Business Expo 2015

>
-
—
~

Fother's Doy Brunch Brownrd Comvention Center, 3nd Floor
Faischild Topicel Gorden, 10:30 0.m. Indpm
Info. /Res.. w;r.[uix'-':ld]ulden.l:ra‘f ke - 054 ﬂa,ﬂ DEd
{oor Grea BINGO BINGD BINGO
2 %mmelﬁtﬂﬁ?duésr&"&mnﬁg 29 SouthPaint 30 Galr Tewers Social Poom 1 Regency South F‘ﬂrl‘r Emm
9am. 2 pm. Tpm. {4250 Goft Oveon Drive)
Info: 954-426-8436 Info.: 954-563-4353 T:30 pm. Info..: Bob Pecrlmon: 954- Sd?niﬂBS

Infa.; Cyndi Songer; 954-563-7268

Woonfoh Sea Turtle Woks

Disstes Preparedness & Recovery (FREE) (ond 772, F/7 /8, 7/%)
1 E Broword B, Ste, 1600 Museum of e & Ens{m-r
Gl dpm, Fpm_folam
Info, /e ?54—?5?’-?55.']1 15108 oo wwrmemaods.ong
Los Olos Outdoor Green Market BINGD BINGD BINGO
33 L s B ¢ e 6 Sou o 7 ol s S o 8 it
o.m, fo 2 p.m, fLm, (4 It Ok :
Info.: 954426-8438 lfo.. 7545636333 L Fa0nm | o 6o e 9545474063

AU p
Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-72468

Euﬁ;&lf%ﬂ%gﬁurch Commissiones Bruce Roberts: PreAgendo Mesting | Fort Loudendale ity Commission Maefing
to 2 p.m Beath Commmunity Centi, 6 . (ity Hel
In[n.: ?5-1-39&3622 Infy.; 954-826:3033 Regekr Agende: & pm

BUNE 13 fumwFr i:id=E '-‘f:qn:ghl Wave n e Pk, Joseqh C. CoterPork (1450 W Senvise Bhd), Erc?"ll]pm rfn ?54 B8 4613?
FUNE 13: Beach Cleanup, Sea W Restouroat, 3 o.m, Info.- 954.550-0650

JUNE 13: Mesin Contone, Parkes Payboise, 8 pm, Toc: 3544624022

FINE 18-19; Hotwme Far - 2015, Morkomi Musesm ond Jeponess Gordens, 11 oum, to & pm,, Infy.; 561-4850233

BUNE 19-21: Louderdo'e Live, Huizenga Paza, Info.: vew Jeudesdalelivemsic com

FUNE 20: Stonewell Pide Sheet Fesiel nd Porde, Wit Manors, Ifa- 754-200-2979 |

JUNE 20 Desmonstraion of Sada: The Wy of Tea, Morkami Museum, Moce, Info.: moskomiag

JULY 4: ovgedeey-Bi-Sen Iy dh vents, E Podo Pork (Eostof A1 e Mor D), o, ond Events Times: 9544404210

JULY 4 - 5: Flosida Gun & Er:feqﬁm South orida Foigeaunds, WPS, lfo.: 321-777-7455

Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 ({§



THU
1

FRI

1 2 Sushi & Strall
Marikami Museum
5:30 p.m.
Info: marikomi_oeg,‘event /sushistollsum-
merwalks

Ha:ath ool 2015

8/14)

Boorweud [ :mh,- (omwention Center, & pum
o 95440148712

SAT

1 3 New River Roft Roce
Esploninds Pork on the Bew River

Jto 7 pm.

Th Gisy ¥ings
Herd Rock Live, & pm.
Hoonfo d pm
T 9547130930

18

B.MCA Advisory Boord Mesfing
Hick's Mchen Restownnt, 11 o.m,

19

Maving Industry DUE
Esplonods Por

Noan fo 6 p.m.

Info.; 954-524-2733

20

The Fort Louderdals Bus Loop
300 W Znd St
b pm. o Midnight
Iedy.; §54-574-6000

25

26

29th Annwel Davie Pro Roden for Kids
Bargeson Roden biounds , Do
% om. fo Neon
bekio: 954-80-8005 X 729

27

Dnie Pro Rodeoy
Diavie Pro Rodeo Arena |, Dovie

(Th ]
Browand Carter for fhe Pesfoming Arts

3

30 pm
Info.: 954 EE’HEJ'JE

July 4t Fomity Celebrafion ond Fineworks Show
Ft. Loodzsdale Besch

1230 10 4:30 pm.: Famiy Actiifies, Masic, Gomes

4 pum.: Live Mesic & Enteriginment
010 9-30 pum: Firewerks

Info.: §34-3%6-3621

e PS4-462:0022

West Fr.lm Beodh Mﬁmie&md
South Fmi Wee
Info 941-4%7-7475

Sushi & Seol
1 0 Watikomi Museam
5:30 p.m.
Info: marikami_org,/event /sushistrolksumr
merwalks

Inrum;f’;m & M-.ms':qai tm Floswer
ngemant, Sagelsy
Morikomi Museum, 1:30 p.m.
Tix.: muvikami.ong/product,/ebanc-lower-
urmngememﬂﬂgersu-sd'md

1 1 International Mango Festival
Foiechild Tropical Garden

9:30 o.m. to 4:30 p.m,

Info.: www. foichikdgorde. org

4th Arwupal Boce Buger Batta
Senborm Squore Pk (77 N, Fedesol Hwy, Boca)

bl E.m.
Info.; 561-338-7594

 Toesdoys /S

ENE I-

Fridays: Aruba He:lm (ofé's Fud:lg.- Fum Fast Pig Roast, 4 to 7 p. m.
First Satordoy of Every Manth: Beoch Cleanop, Commercial Blvd., & the Beoch LETS (Meet at Pavilion), 9 1o 9:30 a.m., Info.- 954-776-1000
First Saturday of Every Month: Nosth Beoch At Walk, 3280 NE 32nd St, 7 1011 p.m., Info.; 954-537-3370

Second Saturdoy of Eeery Manth: Beoch Sweep, 9 wm. to 12 pm., Info: 954-474-1835

Mondays: Food Trucks o Arispork, 5:30 fo 10 p.m., Youngs Circle in Hollywood
Sundays: Taurthe River Ghost Towr, Stranahan House & Woater Taxd, 7:30 pom,, Tie: 9545244734
Soturdoys: Soturcay Night Under the South Florida Stors, Fox Astronomical Observatory of Markhom Park, Sunset to Midnight, Info.; 954-384-0447

Desdy: Yogo on the Beach, Ocean Maror Resort (4040 Golt Oceon Dr.), 9:30 o.m. (weather permitting),

928 NE 20 Ave, 10 am, nfo- 9544404567

UPCOMING
EVENTS IN
OUR AREA

h i |'|||-"Js 16th Annual Mango Bn inch
Fairchild Tropical Garden, 11 a.m,
Tive.s wasew .[r:i;-:f'ilﬁg:j'r:fs-n.o:g
dih .i'-."nJ._.. Fn}"ng for the Dream Tournament
lighthouse Point Yocht Club

Info.: 954-564-3512

The Delray Baach Bus loop

Cabo f'::'sl'nﬁ"l Lyons Rd., Ste. 122] or
lopango {14811 Lyons Rd., #1006

&o.m alk d"‘l“l'l

Info.: 954-574-6000

by 25-26
Dig The Beoch Volleyball Fu:r lovderdale Cnn,r
Fort lovderd 100 Seabreeze Blvd

=rdale Beach Park (1
7am ko7 pm
Info.: 561-241-380

ety
B
Y ooalad LW

Buckler's Oth A Annua al Craft Fair
War Memarial Audiforium
Info.: 3668 Q{JCI-CD“?V

uly Z3-August
BugFestBy-The-Sea

Info., Events/Timas: wy

s DBsavents. comy/ bugiaskDy

P
rowering ko

IV .r!f Ave, ol

o py o o —
B |* I

FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF EVENTS,
GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM

Mats supplied, S10 danation, Open to the Pubke, Info.: 754-779-7519 o 516-840-1455
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City

&
*In his May 21'.:;: Newsletter, District 1 Ilir?.ry fnmnﬂ;;
sioner Bruce Roberts explains a lor wsing 1
Vision Zero Initiotive to revﬂse%%’s mmﬂ
pedestrian fatality rate while enhancing bike safety, of-
fers contact information for reporting a variety of munic-
ipal concerns, lists dates when anticipated fug:( tides may
spur seosonal flooding in fow-lying oreas, spells ouf reg-
istration protocols for the Cudeyﬂu% notification system,
Fort Lovderdale’s recent r&rigniﬁun by Nerd-

allet as the 11th Greenest City in America, outlines
how microsurfacing will cushion the budget by extending

the useful life of roads in fair condition and reviews the
Advisory Board seats corrently available to prospective
District 1 volunteers.

Asphalt vs. the Tax Bite

When the current municipal administration craffed a

for dimbing out of a recessionary economic
downturn, a Commission decision to annvally fock down
the millage rate triggered o hunt for opportunities to cut
the budget without sacrificing services or neglecting in-
fmsfruc::u'de;ﬂffrdfb; E:m.:rﬁﬁ;:iun u?:" rb; Budget Advi-
sory Bo ed the low-honging froit by tightening
in-house fiscol efficiencies, they explored less obvious
and untested money saving methodologies. Among these
was a process that could relieve the annval pressure on
one of the spending plan’s costliest line items — infra-
structure and capital improvements.

In his Newsletter’s current project assessment, Roberts
reviews how microsurfacing is being vsed to cushion our
tax bite, Developed in Germany in the late 1960s and

1970s, and introduced to the United stotes in
1980 after Dr. Frederick Raschig presented his Ralumac
slurry system at the International Slurry Surfacing Asso-
ciation (ISSA) convention, this polymer-modified, cold
mix paving system is increasingly being used by Florida
dities to remedy a brood range ofpmb?ﬂns on their
streets, bridges, highways and airfields.

In 2013, the City deployed MicroPAVER technology to
assess the condition of every ity th lare and rank
them in o database vsing the Pavemeni Condition Index
{PCl) - on industry standard, While newly constructed
streets are ascribed a Pl of 100, impacts from traffic
volume, weather and soil conditions, the road’s age and

COMMISSIONER
BRUCE ROBERTS

MAY 2015
Newsletter

invasive v excavotions determine how the PCl declines over time. As roads deteriorate from ‘Good” (PCI 86
ta 100) to “Fair” (PCI 56 to 70) or “Poor’ (PCI 41 to 55), repairs grow exponentially more expensive.

Most govermment road maintenance programs formalize o race to replace heavily eroded streets marred by major
defects, forcing public works departments into an accelerating of “catch-up™ fveled by an ever-increasing drain

on tax revenves. However, if microsurfacing is performed early in a road’s life cycle, bz’exl'en the life of a
roadway by seven o ten years, every preventive dollar allocated saves $6 to ?HJ in future rehabilitation costs,
reining in the need for runaway budget appropriations,

ired for conventional 3-inch

Microsurfacing con be done at a much lower cost (55 per squore yard) than is r
mifling and paving (527 per square yard). For examn’g it may cost about 560,000 to microsurfoce a 21-foot-wide
mile of low-volume rood with o 10-year if projecting on annval budgetary footprint of $5,000. By compari-
son, adding 3 inches of material af roughl EEJF,HM per mile is more than five times the cost, and its 30-year
lifespon mandates an annval budgetary G\'{Nﬂﬁdﬂ of $11,000. Also, while the microsurfaced road is vi main-
tenance free, as the untreated road’s condition declines, incremental onnval maintenance costs explode, along with
budgetary revenve demands.

Since 20% of Fort Lovderdale's streets are in fair condition, while less than 5% are rated “poor” (and warrant im-
mediate replacement), treating that 20% would postpone for a decade their dedine info the poor mr;gsgg, when re-
pairs will cost more than 5 times as much. Although the project was originally conceived to treat 333,000 square
yards - or Zie miles — of c."l:d n::eefs in fair m:;d'ﬂinge when ﬁ:r;ﬂ nf.-'sm;’d that the bids were much lower than
anticipated, they reconfigured the project to exploit the windfall pricing, and expanded its scope to treat 465,000
square yards - ximately 36 miles - of mademm eroded roadway. To avoid the bear trap of feeding Peter by
starving Paul, g;r:rnﬂ also developed plans to rebuild the 5% of rwntmrs rated “poor” or worse — some of
which are mearly fish tank rubble.

Celebrating the therapeutic impact this technology might have on the m budget, last June the City Commission
handed bid-winning vendor Asphalt Paving Systems {(AP5) o 52.245 tonfraci to microsurfoce selected i
streets in 2014. Another 51.355 million was set aside for additional repairs in 2015 and 2016. By the end of ¢
summer, their optimism hit o waoll when residents of Poinsettia Heights uncovered pitfalls in the Gty plan.

Sloppy Work and Unmet Expectations

Shortly after the work commenced, residents who were initially delighted by the planned repairs went ballistic after
walching the project roll out. Laying siege fo City Hall, they complained sbout divots and long drag marks on the
street, newly formed sfngm::‘l'{ms om posi-treatment permanent fire morks porking lanes, a
patchwork quilt of treated and untreated adjacent sections of rood, roadway ridges made more prominent by the
treatment, stains on driveways abutting the street, and a failure to many of the street’s observable defects,
including rut ridges and alfigator cracks. Couched in the complaints were concerns about how the treated streets

might undermine property valves.

The reaction at City Hall was summarized by Mayor Jock Seiler, who remarked, “I have not had a single person tell
me they are pleased with the work being dome.” An expedited investigation turned up two distinct 5. The
first was o drawback ordinarily endemic to County projects — sloppy work and insufficient oversight. The second
waos a firestorm fanned by unmet expectations.

Microsurfacing would the desired results if properly applied. Unfortunately, it wasn’t. Some of the cracks
that sbmre bemw.‘nr to the treatment were ne’g:'fecfed by the mm‘rm{;r and the road wasn’ Iy
cleared of debris, enmeshing leaves ond twigs into the new surface. When confronted about these and aﬂ':er com-
plaints, contractor APS addressed the deficiencies. To avoid a repeat performance, the Gty assigned o battery of
staffers to ride herd on APS going forward,

In fact, APS had submitted the second fowest bid in a field of five competing vendors, behind low bidder Ny-Moc
Enterprises, Inc,, a Michigan tion that was rejected when dty staff aiscovered that the Palm Beach license
the company claimed was issved on April 15, 2014 had octually expiced on March 28, 2012,

With a business office in Zephyrhills, Florida and headguartered in Hommonton, New Jersey, Asphalt Paving Sys-
tems provided sterling municipal references from Tampa, West Palm Beach, Lake Worth, Lakeland, and Largo. APS
wus also awarded a contract by the New Jersey Department of the Treasury covering municipalities, school districts
and non-profit orgonizations anywhere in the sfate, Unlike the scammer they from the top spot, their cre-
dentials panned out,

Continued on poge 9



Bruce, .. Confinued

The Painsettio Heights incident brought focus to o more pervasive problem. When
local residents were informed about the pr?'wl, the City failed to ndm:f rm
its valve os o budget measure implemented to deflate their tax nut. E":v i
the process and its purpose, s who mistakenly expected the Gty to morph mot-
.i'leaf;ging roads info shiny new boulevards became skull-blocked upon realizing that
the project would instead soddle them with those motiled roads for the next decode.
As observed by City Manager Lee Feldman “This is not pick up the pavement, put some
new pavement down. Major imperfections are still going l'nﬁ there.”

In a notice sent to locol residents requesting their cooperation, it warns abouf a sys-
temic idosyncrasy cafled “tire picking, ” a reference to permanent scuff marks created
when the tires are turned by a parked vehicle on a treated street. While providing as-
surances of no long-term performance damage, the notice concedes that “it affects

the finished look of the paving, ” marginalizing how the scuff marks ise the
road’s appearance, &nmf to reiHenn? fears about the treatment depressing
local property valves.

If Gty officials continue to spin this project’s porpose as simple Roadway Maintenonce
(instead of o tax-cutting protocol), unmet expectations in other city orhoods
sthedu-'edfornﬁmmn‘gvﬁrgm.‘& to replay the disappointment encountered in
Painseftia Heights. Without o credible connection between this project and

relief on future TRIM Notices, city officials can expect to harvest a good deal more
angry blowback than gratitude. To that end, the City is using email blasts and social
media vehicles Nextdoor, Twitter and Instagrom to quell concerns while reaching out
to neighborhood assodiations for feedback and improved oufput, Despite on impressive
arsenal of outreach tools, whether or not they deliver the right message will come
out in the wash. Read on for Commissioner Hyuberfs’ﬂuy 2015 Newsletter...ed-
tor]*

MAY 2015 DISTRICT 1 NEWSLETTER
By Commissioner Bruce 6. Roberts

CITYWIDE INFORMATIOMN

Strategic Transportation Efforts for Public Safety (5.T.E.P.5.) to Vision Zero: Trans-
portation and Mobility Department (TAM) is leading the development
of a Bicycle and Pedesirian Safety Action Plan, the objective of which
is to improve safety for bicycles and pedestrians on City Streets. STEPS
to Vision Zero is being modeled after a global initictive adopted in
gFor.uses on the value of human life ancr

Sweden in 1997 that is based
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on the premise that fatalities from pedestrian and bicycle accidents
are not acceptable. The initiative is currently being champicned in the
U.5. by New York City and San Francisco. In o repeort conducted by
the U.S. Department of Transportation Fatality Analysis Report System,
Ft. Lauderdale had the second highest pedestrian fatality rate per
capita and the fifth highest traffic fatality rate per capita in the nation
for 2014. S5TEPS to Vision Zero is being developed in collaboration
with City depariments, our neighbors, Broward County, the Broward
Meiropolitan Planning Organization, FDOT and other supporting
agencies. Partners are working together to identify the challenges, ac-
tionable initiatives and performance measures to improve safety for all
users of our sireets. The final product will include an identification of
problem areas with a high number of accidents, areas with limited
sidewalks surrounding schools, the need for education on safe walk-
ing and biking practices, and the high rate of speeding. It will then
provide aclion sirategies for all partners to implement including things
such as dltering the way projects are designed, developing eﬂ%cuﬁon
campaigns, working with schools on education and infrastructure im-
provements, conducling targeted enforcement in high accident areas,
and policy and legislafive c%unges. This plan com;ﬁemenrs the Con-
necting the Blocks ngrum, a mu|ﬁmo|::|n::|]oinfrustruc1ure improvement
Erogrum, which is an implementation tool for cur Complete Streets

olicy and gives us a running start in achieving the objectives of the
Mayor's Challenge for Safer People, Safer Straets. This will be pre-
sented to the Commission at an upcoming meeting.

When You Need To Report:

Pothole: If you notice a pothole that needs to be filled in call 954-828-

8000 to report.

Flooding: If you notice looding on your street or arcund the City call

954-828-8000 to report,

Code issues: If you notice a code issue |i.e. trash, work being done

w/out permit, cars blocking driveway, neighbors neglecting their

home/property, illegally parked cars, etc.] call 954-828-5207 o re-
ok,

**All of the above can also be done on line where you can log in a

concern and track. hitp:/ /www fortllauderdale gov/departments-

[ci -m-::nuger-s-oﬂice);:ublic-mffmirs-oﬁicef louderserv

Suspidious Acfivity: If you notice something that is just not right (cars

(ontinved on page 11
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In his April — May 2015 message to constitvents, Commissioner Chi
LaMarca opens by reporting his receipt of an elusive federal permit for
the fnng-nwni!e! Galt Mite beach renourishment, envisioning a prof
ect start immediately affer the Sea Turtle nesting season, He also
updates the local version of a worldwide simmering conflict between
wnregulated transportation network companies such as Uber and Lyft
and their faxi and limousine industry counterparts. After

tounty measures fo conserve water, LaMarca strolls through his
adopted political wheelhouse, infrastructure improvements. ln short,
while citing fiscal hallmarks achieved by two of the County’s lucra-
tive enterprise funds - Port Everglades and Fort L e-Holly-
wood lnternational Airport - loMarca heralds recently lavnched
Paratransit and Express buses by Broward County Transit and
construction of o Biogas Cogeneration Electric facility that will morph
organic waste such os Fats, Oils, ond Grease (FOG) into electrical
power for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in Pompano Beach.

County Commission vs. Cosh Cow Cabbies

A transportation network company {TNC) vses an online-enabled
ﬂnﬁm{!m&ﬂywres:adﬁnahnﬂﬂewmamﬂp&m}m
tomnect possengers with drivers who vse their personal vehicles fi.e.
the family car). First conceived in 2009 as “UberCab™ b

co-founders Travis Kalanick and Garrett Camp, over its gr'af 5-year
lifespan this San Frandsco-based TNC roised 52.8 billion to EJFEJ&
info 57 countries ond more thon 280 cities worldwide.

While TNCs often refer to their service as “ridesharing”, it isn’t. By
reducing the total number of vehicle trips, ridesharing thins traffic
congestion, reduces emissions and conserves energy. Since TNC
:irers do not share a desﬂﬂ:bnfnﬂﬁ their r;:fg:; the service

sn't improve an area’s carbon foolprint. ively fronspar-
ent business model that fuels this juicy new cash cow attrocted o
slew of competitors almost avernight, including Lyft, Haxi, Sidecar,
Summon, Wingz, and others. With the exception of london-based
Haxi, they are all headquartered in San Frandisco.

In most coses, company overhead is limited to the cost of maintain-
ing the online site, verifying that drivers meet standards unilaterally
determined by the company {if any), and handling the finandial
transactions. Unlike requlated taxi and imousine companies that buy
and maintain insured & licensed vehicles and hire qualified drivers,
TNCs awn no vehicles and employ no drivers. With few Hﬂm

pnr)rapm' ing drivers and their vehides are not subject to
background checks, minimum insorance requirements, driver
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training, reguloted fare schedules, drug testing, vehicular safety standards, ete. Under certain
conditions, they respond more quickly and charge less than traditional toxis.

To use the service, you download the free app ond register with your credit card number. When you need
a ride, you enter the relevant pick-up and drop-off data in your smart phone app which spits back a price;
then pray that the driver isn’t nomed in a bemch warrant and the car has at least one functioning seat
belt. For making the connection and ing the payment, the company splits the fare with the driver.
Depending anu:ze city, fares are ordinarily based on tme or disfance.

However, when demand heats up (during holidays, storms, popular local events, ete.), although some
TNCs muointain the regular fare ﬂm: allow the driver to make the calf, Uber applies an algorithm
to hike fores correlative to the increased demond, This tactic, which the company is seeking to patent os
“Surge Pricing”, vsvally precipitates a flood of angr blowback (In 2011, during New Years Eve in
New York, Uber passengers were charged 7 times the nw fare). However, if you plan your excursions
during off hours, you can save a bundle on dirt cheap rides. Since the company assumes no liability for
participating drivers or vehides, if picked up by @ wired meth-head driving an eight-battery lowrider with
o and “touchy” brakes, reasmﬂ'y predictable orthopedic procedures, hospital stays and
monthly convalescent expenses could also wind up on your credit card,

Regulatory Whodk-A-Mole

Uber admonishes elected officials in new markets that consumer protections ordinarily mandated for
taxis and limousines are toxic to its operations and threaten the savings realized by customers - as well
as Uber’s healthy 20% profit on an expected 510 billion in revenves. When public officials in
jurisdictions across the globe finally wrap their heads around this unsettling aspect of the TNC business
model, drivers are ticketed and the company ordered to cense operations. !ﬁ(mg local ordinances and
livery licensing requirements, Uber officials have responded by paying the fines and tickets while scrom-
bling to negotiafe o regulatory compromise with local officials,

In Broward County, Uber has already racked up roughly $35,000 in fines by March while unsuccessf
Irying to convince County Commissioners that they are simply a ing tech company, and should-
't be subjec tory oversight. Broward’s 31 municipalities - Fort Lavderdale — have

t fo
t an ordinance to kﬁuﬂre TNC services while preserving

been patiently waiting for the County to o
basic consumer safety standards. County officials have off threats by Uber to leave the

County if forced to comply with local requlations.

Like insurance companies that throw money at blatantly fravdulent ship and fall coses because it's less
costly thon going to court, Uber hos discovered that it’s less expensive to pay fines and reimborse
ticketed drivers than to buy insurance, maintain a license or otherwise open a fiability “Pandora’s box.”
With negligible overhead and reliable 24/7 revenve streams, unless a jurisdiction exacts outrageous
penalties for traffic infractions and licensing violations, Uber can afford to pay the freight while its lob-
byists work to change the local law or statute, even if it takes years. On November 4, 2014, Uber
Aﬂmi sent an email cooching drivers how to “make the pickup and drop off experience more enjoyoble”™
by dodging low enforcement while cruising Megal fares in South Florida airports. They were instructed
to hide their Uber cell phone in the mpbonmr, ask passengers to ride in the front seat and vse the lone
farthest from the Terminal’s MW elosing the messoge with assuronces that tickets will be

reimbursed and legol support pro :

In 2011, TNCs in California were buried onder an avalanche of tickets and “desist” nofices from the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), which fined each m%an; 520,000 for operating an
unlicensed lmousine d?:g::;&. In crafting an interim agreement in 2013 that was later made permanent,

fmfmna?;eddﬁfer o Ere: Mﬁ;;g;’r. dr Mdhﬂmbnfpoﬁabg, minimum insurance
coverage of §1 million, and company i Utifities Commission. Despite persistent
potests by INCs, which refentlessly daim they are iﬁmﬁd’n‘qu markeltplace, not i
possengers, newly penetrated jurisdictions have used the CPUC agreement as o templote for legolizing

the service without adulterating existing regulatory standards,

Legislation regulating TNCs has already been enacted in 8 States, while under consideration in 4 others.
Toprotect the valve of their medallions, taxi and limousine industry oponents in every furisdiction have
pessured poblic officials to either block TNCs or “level the pla by imposing a

regulatory fromework, diting the need to “promote public safety.” Bills %Iﬁe 2015 legislative
session in Tallahassee (HB 817 by Fort Walton Beach Statehouse Representative Matt Gaetz) would
have precluded local jurisdictions from requiring a TNC to comply w;fr regulations governing taxi and
limousine companies.

Confinued on poge 13
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Bruce... Confinued * When the Ciz issues a CodeRED notification, the 24-hour Customer Ser-
vice Center phone number, 54-828-8000, will appear on the caller ID.

slowly driving up and down the street checking out property, people

going door to door, strangers lurking in backyords or strolling your  ® Mefifications cannot be delivered to phone numbers with a privacy lock

neighborhood) call the nonemer;;ency number to report possible feature. To ensure notifications are received, subscribers should either

criminal activity - 954-764-4357. turn off the privacy lock feature during emergencies, enter 954-828-
8000 on their “safe list" of phone numbers, or enter a cell phone num-

2015 High Tides: Flooding in low-lying areas is more likely when the ber when registering for the service.

close proximity of the moon, higil tides, rising seq levels and in-

clement weather conditions combine to exacerbate flooding risks. * |Individuals who have UlFEﬂd}’ registered for the service but would like to
As a coastal community with numerous low-lying areas and 300 update their phone number or add a cell phone number to the database
miles of canal coastline, Fort lavderdale neighbors are advised to may do so by re-registering.

be especially vigilant during the months of September, October and
Mevember. The Cirr of Fort lLauderdale anticipates obove-average  * The CodeRED Mabile Alert app sends geographically-based messages
high tides on the following dates in 2015, please note that these to subscribers nationwide.
dates are not limited to the fall months:
To download the free CodeRED Moabile Alert app for your smart phone,

April 17 -18 visit the Google Play or iTunes store.

August 29 - September 2

September 26 - October 2 Fort Lauderdale Named Among “America’s Greenist Cities”: Among the nation’s 150
October 24 - 31 largest cities, Fort Lauderdale ranks as the 11th "Greenest City in the U.S."
November 24 - 27 according to a national study released on 4/21/15. The study louded the

City for earning high rankings based on the analysis of four key environ-
While the City maintains an extensive stormwater master plon and is mental factors: housing density, environmental quality, transportation and
instifuting both aggressive maintenance and innovative adaptation  energy sources. Fort Lauderdale scored the highest marks for the percent-
solutions to address drainage, the location and natural geography  age of occupied buildings with 10 or more residences. The City also
of the City makes neighborﬁmds susceptible to flooding. Please scored strongly for good air quality, transportation options and the per-
take the time to evaluate your property's readiness, review your in-  centage of residential buildings with sclar energy.
surance pclicy and create an emergency plan.

DISTRICT 1 INFORMATION

Stay Informed! Sign Up Fr CodeRED: The City of Fort Lauderdale uses
CodeRed, a high-speed telephone notification system, to send mass  FAA Community Meeting: On Thursday, April 23, 2015, a community meeting
notifications by phone, email and text to keep citizens informed. In was held with neighborhoods concerned about aircraft noise and safety
the event of an evacuation, utility cutage, water main break, fire or  from flights at Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport (FXE]. FAA representatives
flood, chemical spill, or other emergency situations, the City may ac- and City staff were in attendance. It was an educational process, which
tivate CodeRED to send emergency no!i?i)cmions to registered sub-  developed several ideas for follow-up. We will report on that progress in
scribers. The City may also use CodeRED to communicate nondife the future.
safety matters, such as planned road closures, water main repairs,
water service interruptions, ete. There is no charge to register for or  Project Assessments: In our last newsletter, we mentioned that we would pres-
use CodeRED, and personal information is kept confidential. Regis-  ent an information series related to the City's program to evaluate, priori-

tering for CodeRED is quick and easy and can be done by going tize and finance major infrastructure and capital improvements. Our last
online on our webpage, or by calling the 24-hour Customer Service newsletter described the bridge master plan which will repair or replace
Center al 954-82&8(}(}. Code RED delivers nofifications by 46 city bridges over the next 20 years. This edition will address the City's

phone, email and/or text. Please note the followi plan to resurface our roads.

ng:
» CodeRED is compatible with TDD/TTY c?evices for those Confinyed on poge 13
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Bruce... Canfinued Advisory Board Vacandes: If you are interested in serving on a board or com-
mittee, please let us know! We have vacancies on: 8Dmmuniry Appear-
ance Board (2), Education Advisory Board (2] and the Historic
Preservation Board [1). You can always check ondine or let me know and
| will send you the information. You are not required to live within District
1 though it would be nice! Therefore, you can see what other openings

there are in other Districts.

Roadwoy Maintenance: The City is using MicroSurfacing to address
“Fair” roads. Microsurfacing is a sustainable product, consisting
of recycled material that uses a 5/8-inch asphalt palymer-modi-
fied cold mix aggregate sealant to extend the life of a roadway
|::q,r seven to ten years. Micmsurfﬂcing can also be done at a
much lower cost than conventional asphalt overlays. This process
allows the City to maximize available funding to resurface the
greatest number of linear miles of roadway.

http:/ /fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-clerk-s-office /board-andcom-
mittee-information

Office Contact: Robbi Uptegrove — 954-828-5033; email: ruptegrove@fort-

Maintenance Schedule: In May 2015, Asphalt Paving Systems will
lauderdale.gov

begin applying crack seal fo the roadways scheduled to be
resurfaced this year. Approximately 30-45 days after the crack
seal is applied, Asphalt Systems will begin micro-surfacing
streets in our community. Fort Lauderdale 5uccessfu”y resurfaced
numerous roads in 2014. Moving forward, the City will confinue
to improve road conditions, reduce longterm costs and make
our roads better for our neighbors. The plan is to start at the
northern most roadways and progress south. A completed map
of the sireels to be microsurfaced will be available at a later fime
and will be posted on our web page.

In addition to hosting two pre-agenda meetings twice a month, | am also
available to attend your HOA meetings to update your neighborhood on
what is going on in the City as well as answer any questions/cancerns
you may have. Please contact Robbi to schedule.

Email List: If you would like to be on our email list so that you receive infor-
mation pertaining to the City — especially District 1 {i.e. news releases,
meeting notices, events), please let Robbi know and she will add you.»

B osurfacing can also be done at a
cosutucg Nighharhaod Thoroghe ych Tower cost than conventional aspha
overlays.”

LaMarca... Continved

Despite a team of 23 registered lobbyists headed by
Uber Policy V.P. ﬂwfdﬁ:uﬂa — former Senior Advi-
sor fo President Barack Obama — the bills tanked,

in Broward County if such onerous regulations ore en-
forced.”

m ;};ﬂfd of Uber '"ﬁ” to #mf T :&eﬁm
manipulating t
4 nﬂmﬂm out of

While some of the countries wherein Uber cherry

picked which laws it would obey :eemedhinle;pm

this as an invitation to negotiate, others were less

accommodating, issving indictments, impounding ve-

hicles and/or I'.'rraal'mi:gef#a hoosegow. Uber often
to the breaking

clearing the way for Broward County to drop the basic consumer protections - pushed the envelope point. When the
hammer. The n?w Broward wnml‘}f o5 :T:wr ness, Commis: marginalized the Uber threat. Seoul City Government objected to their flouting
license, a local business office, driver chauffeur regis- g‘.ﬁmm foner Stacy Ritter commented that f;e nSﬂ r e m Uber wmmfie the government 'hi i:&a
trations, national and state background checks with torporate mwu t “can’t a few “trapped in t.” Unimpresse
ﬁf-;-;hm amnval or semiannual inspections of ve- lars for insurance, mddemm then  Seoul Central District Pmupfm?ﬂﬁe feompara-
icles by a licensed mechanic and flexible fares except shame on them.” ble to the FBI in the U.5.) issved an indictment

for pickups at Port Everglades and the Fort Lovd- against both Uber and Kolanick. Three months later
wmmudhumﬁmdﬁw, Bad Press and Dirty Tricks E:Hmﬁ 2015), Uber agreed to comply with the
In addition to regiments of lobbyists in hun-  This strategy is rubber-st in hundreds of jurisdic-

dreds of mm&m fight these aw;,: Uber recroits  tions across the planet, as Uber aggressively octualizes  Uber’s corporate rﬂmﬁw is less than Sterfing.
riders and drivers to lobby public officials with blitz  the competitive advantages nfbe';rﬁg the first TNC in Lowsuits any include an action by
email petitions (more than 450,000 have signed peti-  new markets. As o consequence, they are besieged by  the Nation tion of the Blind for denial of
tions) in newly breached markets — such as Broward  an onslaught of legal actions worldwide while net- service to 30 blind plaintiffs and another by a plain-
County — upon receiving an “alert” from the company. working or arm wrestling with dozens of national and  fiff who was b a#ewﬂeﬁfﬂben!im.ﬂn
Whife ing Broward’s new TNC law, mmf! fntdfwig«guvmm‘s to drcomvent regulatory ob-  August 4, 2014, o 5é-year old epileptic Uber driver
ficiol Bill Gibbons ackno that thousands of ~ stacles. Uber officials and lobbyists crisseross the hit three parked cars and @ man on the sidewalk in
Uber minions responded to alerts by s : globe bartering political capital — and investment oppor-  San Frandisco. Repeatedly nailed for dirty tricks
the Commission with “countless calls and tunities — in exchange for access.

before he loosed an ultimatum, “We cannot operate

Confinued on page 14
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LoMarca... Continved mechanical inspections and aesthetic inspections. Background checks

of all for-hire drivers would be expanded to include statewide and na-

mr competitors Lyft and Gett, Uber had its ranu s order and cancel thousands of  tional eriminal background checks. The background check would be
s (from Lyft) using fake accounts, as reported in CNN Money lust September. While conducted by the Florida Department of law Enforcement and the FBI
sodial media feadb:ﬁ culs both ways, a litany of Uber horror stories prompted a solid “F”  and alert the County if a driver committed o crime in the state of

from the Better Business Bureav. Florida. Currently Broward County conducts statewide criminal back-

ground checks and o driving record check every two years. The addi-
It;onul cost of the background screenings will be paid }’nr by all for-hire
rivers.

On November 19, 2014, Senator Al Franken, Chairman of the United States Senafe
Judiciary Subcommittee on Privacy, Technology and the Law, sent a letter to Kalanick
stating “It s that on prior occasions your company [Uber] has condoned use of
customers” dato for questionable purposes.” Franken disparaged the Uber staff for using o
tool called “God Mode™ to track the movements of its customers, Jjournalists
and politicians. Also in November, Uber Senior Vice President Emil Michoel proposed

The taxi cab companies also told us that they want a fair playing field
for all motor carriers for hire. The regulations that would be imposed on
TNC and taxi cab companies alike would level the playing field in

ping a team of researchers with o Smillion budget and charge them with investigating terms of background checks and vehicle inspections. The breakthreugh
personal lives and backgrounds of media figures who reported negatively about Uber. news was that Uber agreed to work with the taxi cab companies so
Michoels targeted Locy, editor of the technology website PandoDaily, whe had that they can operate on the Uber app. This way the cab drivers would
accused Uber of sexism and misogyny. In protest, hundreds of journalists purged the Uber  have the very same opportunities currently provided to the TNC drivers
App from their ceff phones. and the free market would decide.

Tweaking the Money Magnet April is Water Conservation Month

In Florida, the months of March, April and May have the lowest rainfall
Despite the liver Ms#r'sﬁhmglm, investors are jumping through %fﬂrﬂpbﬂaf amounts, coupled with rising temperatures. These seasonal factors can
the action, For Ventures 5258 million investment in 2013, Google Legol Offi- reclly impact our water demands since the water we use on our land-
cer David Drommond was seated on Uber’s board of directors, On December 4, 2014, the  scopes can account for up to 50 percent of our household water usage.
Wall Street Journal reported that Uber had fust raised 51,2 billion via a itive bidding County Commissioners passed a number of water conservation initia-
frocess that drove the company’s valvation to 541 billion over several weeks — the highest tives including an ordinance for irrigation practices and a model

for any private stortup backed by venture capitalists - os hedge funds Valiant Capital Part-  landscaping code which together with other program efforts including
ners and Lone Pine fdp.‘}‘dw the Qatar Investment Authority and New Enterprise Asso- consistent outreach messaging, have helped keep our daily consump-
ciates in buying af the table, While exploiting the praven success of its business model tion of water down to a ten year low.

in its “meat and potatoes” livery arena, the company is initiating o variety of services lay-

ered on the same basic formula, Indoor water conservation is just as important. Smart waler use indoors
" o g —— inclirdes ﬁang leaks Throu?ll'lioué yn{:r home and getting in the hulﬁir of

In late Avgust 2014, the compan, ! feshii 'RESH, an experiment wi not letting the water run while brushing your teeth or shaving. And you

wwﬁl‘:’h Santa Manica, mﬁk fm they announced a courier package de- may be agligibie for High Efficiency Toi e}tf rebates through thg Browc?;d

livery service called UberRUSH, Dﬂﬂ? fckup from anywhere in Manhattan, In Avgust Water Parinership’s Conservation Pays program. Residential customers

they began testing their UberESSENTIALS or Corner Store service in Washington D.C, en-  can receive up to two rebates, while rebates for commercial, nonpraofit

aH{rg online purchasing from a list of rovghly 100 items that you can have in o matter of  and multi-family establishments are determined on a case-by-case basis.

minutes, Tweaking their softwore, they infroduced UberPool to the Son Francisco Bay Area Our ultimate goal is to save 30 million gallons of water per day

in Avgust. This ¢ service matches riders who are traveling in the same direction. A through our water conservation efforts.

rider’s app displays the first name of the other rider and indicates who will be picked up first.

If no match is availoble, riders are consoled with o discounted reqular fare. L last  Broward County Moving Forward in Transportation and Infrastructure

month in New York, UberEATS offers lunch choices by “iconic restaurants” (ile.  The completion of the South Runway at Broward's Fort Lavderdale-Hol-

StatSocial, American Cut Steakhouse, Num Pang, ty Quinn’s Barbecve, etc.) and deliv- lywood International Airport opened to much fanfare in September

ered on foot or bike within 10 minutes of placing the order, Using their smart phones, diners ;g} 4, and new terminals are being built to accommedate more flights

can waich their lunch travel from the restourant to their desk. and passengers. FLL is the 21st busiest airport in the US and is rungsd

15th in domestic origin and destination traffic. Recent improvements in-

If successful, fast food restaurants, neighborhood drug stores and other Mom and Pop retail clude new concessions in all terminals and the installation of automated
outlets will suddenly be able to provide defivery service without burdening their payrolls.  Passport Control Kiosks to expedite inbound all US and Canadian citi-
UberPool, which does qualify as o n'-:faslmh’q Service, wﬂ%ﬂb«w&armwﬁw ING  zens in Terminal 4.

and UberESSENTIALS emulates o virtual 7-11 within spitting distance of your smart phone.

While fr its corporate armory with lobbyists to help smooth their entry into new

ontloading Broward County Transit is the number one public transportation option
markets, Uber is tailoring its Chinese meny of related services to those that flovrish below

for getting around in the County and is rolling out new, modern Wi-Fi

any regulatory radar. o pool of drivers with jolopies is looking for o few bucks
anr;?&e Mgﬂ.ﬂﬁ, investors are ﬂvﬁmﬁ‘ that the: A
Commissioner LaMarca’s early spring message fo constitvents, Read on,.. — [editor]*

March - April 2015 Newsletter
By Commissianer Chip LaMaorco

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Issve Permit for Beach Re-Nourishment Project

Aber over 16 years of anxiously waiting to replenish our beaches in Pom-

L)unr:: Beach, Lauderdale by the Sea and Fort Lauderdale, Broward County
a

s finally received the permit from the Army Corps of Engineers that will
allow us to begin the work after sea turtle season ends on October 31st.

We will now secure the Project Participation Agreement that will serve as a

Erami&e by the federal government to share in the costs. Concurrently, we
ave been working to prepare for the procurement process to awar the
bid to pr u-:||i|7ie§

worth the effort to work together.

Regulation of Transportation Networks Companies in Browand County

Broward Commissioners have taken steps to enhance the safe
and visitors who use taxis, transportation network companies
Uber, and all for-hire vehicles. Tﬁ:CommissiDn approved more stringent

mechanical instfcﬂuns of for-hire vehicles and more thorough background

screening checks for drivers. Under the Emposed new terms, for-hire vehi-
cles will have to be inspected by a mechanic and meet requirements as
proposed by the County. A checklist will be developed requiring

se guys can print money. For the rest

contractors. This was a great deal of work by many, but

of residents
MC) such as

enabled |-595 and 195 Express buses and propane-powered Paratran-
sit buses. The Ravensw Operations and Maintenance Facility is
under construction and will be completed in 2016,

Public Works' Biogas Co?enerution Electric Facility currently under con-
struction will use Fats, Qils, and Grease [FOG) to produce electricity
for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in Pompano Beach. Public Works is
also making the Counbﬁ's roadways safer {:]:ar pedestrians, bicyclists,
and transit user through its Complete Streets and Mast Arm projects.

Broward's Port Everglades is one of the busiest cruise ports in the world
and continues to grow to accommodate larger cruise and cargo ships,
enhancing the vacation experience for cruise guests and handling
increased amounts of international cargo. The total value of economic
activity is $26 billion each year.

Stay connected with by visiting Broward.org/Districtd and sign up fo
receive email updates from our office. If there is anything that we can
do to assist you with your vision for a better Broward, pﬁeﬂsa do nat
hesitate to contact our office at $54-357-7004 or by email at
clamarca@broward.org.

As always, it is my honor to serve you.

Braward County Commissiones, District 4
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Schedule of Safety Topics

Every Fourth Thursday of the Month
__Spm -4pm
(except November & December)

2014 Schedule

July 24 « Hurricane Preparedness

August 28 « General Home Safety
September 25 « Fire Safety

October 23 + Medication Safety

November 20 « Safety Around the Holidays
December 18 » Electrical Safety

2015 Schedule

January 22 « Fire & Burn Safety

February 26 - Slip & Fall Safety

March 26 » Food Safety

April 23 « General Health & Fitness Safety

May 28 « Internet & Drug Scams:
Safety in the 21st Century

June 25 = Kitchen Safety

ety education progi
D FOR SENIORS.

BROWARD HEALTH IMPERIAL POINT
and the

BROWARD SHERIFF FIRE RESCUE and
EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPT.

present the
Senior Life Safety Program

A NEW, FREE MONTHLY CLASS presented by

a professional Life Safety Educator that aims to
teach and empower our senior citizens to better
protect themselves in their day-to-day lives.

will be served. Bnng a guest or come afone
to meet other like-minded individuals.

Door prizes will be available.
Please RSVP by calling the

Broward Health Line at 954.759.7400.
Attendance is limited to the first 50 callers.

BROWARD

HEALTH
IMPERIAL
POINT




The UPS Store

Packing? Moving?
Get your supplies here

et -

= oy e
Boxes ¢ Cushioning « Tape + Fill

1 D OFF

MDVING & PACKAGING SUPPLIES
etc.)

The UPS Store Bayview s =99 The UPS Store Gateway
2805 E Oakland Park Blvd E* "j'@ 1007 N Federal Hwy

(Oakland & Bayview) sblizd (Sunrise & Federal)

Tel. 954.568.1990 Tel. 954.764.6245
ups-bayview@florida-ups.com ups-broward@florida-ups.com

www.ups-bayview.com www.florida-ups.com
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