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DANCING WITH THE

By: Eric Berkowitz

Absent the existence of a preventive vaccine or curative medications,
the State of Florida and Broward County embarked on a campaign to
choke off the slippery Zika Virus. After racing across South America
and the Pacific, this mystery pandemic surged into South Florida,
where health authorities wormide know little more than we do about
stamping it out. For insight into its discovery, medical impact and
breakneck |::+|l|:|nv.=:h::|r':,-r penetra!iun, read on.

Rockefeller and the Monkey Bugs

On May 14, 1213, Master of the Universe John D. Rockefeller, his son
John D. Rockefeller Jr. and Rockefeller’s principal advisor for oil and
gas matters and philanthropic endeavors - Frederick Taylor Gates,
chartered the Rockefeller Foundation in New York State. A fiscal mid-
wife for scores of medical keystones, the $3.4 billion lunch bucket
funded the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in the
United Kingdom. In the U.5., the Foundation established the Johns
Hopkins School of Public Health and Harvard School of Public Health,
annually ranked numbers 1 and 2 nationally for such institutions. In
Canada, it opened the School of Hygiene at the University of Toronto,

With maore government fundinﬁ cascading through this multi-headed
medical research juggernaut than any other family of institutions, it's
no surprise that their medical benchmarks include the 1937 develop-
ment of attenuated live vaccine “Stem 17D by South African vircle-

ist Dr. Max Theiler, which prevents Yellow Fever. A graduate of the
E::indon School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Theiler directed the
virus laboratory at the Rockefeller Institute. A year before Theiler
developed his iy\lobei Prize-winning vaccine; the Rockefeller Founda-
tion funded the Yellow Fever Research Institute in Entebbe, Uganda.
Later renamed the East African Virus Research Institute, it was national-
ized in 1977 after winning regional acclaim and reorganized as the
Uganda Virus Research Insfitute.

In 1947, the Institute’s scientists caged a rhesus macaque at a field
station in a neurh}r forest. The rncrnie deve|c:ped a fever, and re-
searchers finally isclated a transmissible agent from its serum in 1948.
The new virus was named Zika after the site of the field station near
Entebbe, the Zika Forest. Other noteworthy arboviruses discovered ot
the institute include Chikungunya virus, West MNile virus, Bwamba
virus, Semliki Forest virus, O'nyong'nyong virus, and Kadam virus.

Measuring the Damage

Like dengue, yellow fever, Japanese encephalitis, and West Nile
Viruses, %ikﬂ virus is o member of the virus h:lmi|1}-r Flaviviridoe and the
genus Flavivirus, and is primarily spread by the mostly diurnal female

Aedes aegypti mosquito. Researchers later found the virus in other ar-
boreal mosquito species of the Aedes genus, such as A. africanus, A.
apicoargenteus, A. furcifer, A. hensilli, A, luteocephalus, A. vittatus —
each with an incubation peried of about 10 days.

Causing mild symptoms or none ot all, in most cases, the infection
known as Zika fever or Zika virus disease is similar to o very mild form
of dengue fever. Symptoms geneml:r last for less than seven days, and
may include fever, conjunchivitis [re E)res], malaise, joint pain,
headache, and a maculopapular (bumpy red) rash. While the illness
cannot be prevented by medications or vaccines and there is no spe-
cific treatment, acetaminophen (Tylenal] and rest may relieve the symp-
toms. In rare cases, Zika infections in adults have been linked to
Guillain-Barré syndrome.

Zika can spread from a pregnant woman to her fetus, potentially re-
sulting in microcephaly |an underdeveloped brain and skull], severe
brain malformations, and other birth defects. In January 2016, the
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC) issued
travel guidance for enhanced precautions in affected countries, and a
recommendation that pregnant women consider postponing travel.
When detected locally, hedlth officials in Colombia, the Dominican
Republic, Puerto Rico, Ecvador, El Salvador, and Jamaica advised
women fo postpone pregnancy until more is known about the risks.
Zika virus can also be transmitted through sexual contact or blood
transfusion,

Prevention is currently limited to decreasing mosquito bites in areas
where the disease occurs [ond proper use of condoms). Efforts to
prevent bites include the use of insect repellent, pesticides, larvicides,
maosquito nets, covering much of the bojye with clothing and eliminat-
ing the carrier mosquitces’ breeding habitat (getting rid of standing
water where they reproduce).

Through the 1950s, Zika had been restricted to a narrow equatorial
belt from Africa to Asia. Like Yellow Fever, the vertebrate hosts of the
virus were primarily monkeys in a so-called enzootic mosquite-monkey-
mesquito cycle, wil)i1 only occasional transmission to humans. From the
first reported human spillover in 1952 until 2007, there were only 14
confirmed human cases of Zika infection from Africa and Southeast
Asia. From 2007 to 2016, the virus spread eastward, across the Po-
cific Ocean to the Americas, leading to the 2015-16 Zika virus
apidemic.

Confinved on poge B
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onsfitutional Amendments. ...

Given the political fireworks launched during Presidential
elections, most voters would rather Hip a coin than selfeducate
about Ballot questions or prnposad Cponsﬁrurioncﬂ Amendments.
As a result, unscrupu|ous liticians and industrial juggernauts
re|]gious|~l,r use them as vehicles for reulizing outrageous
measures that would otherwise wither under marginal scrutiny.

Of the five methodologies available to amend the Florida Con-
stitution, citizen initiative pelitions and legislative Joint Resalu-
fions (SJR, HIR) are the most common. When stonewalled by
lawmakers in the majority party (who control the legislative
spigol], citizens or business interests can place an amendment
on the ballot by collecting petition signatures equal in number
to 8% of the votes cast in the last Presidential election and
sourced from at least one-half of the State’s Congressional
Districts.

To place a proposed Constitutional Amendment on the Movem-
ber 8, 2016 Ballot, a Cilizen's initiative had o pefition the sig-
natures of 683,149 registered Florida voters by the February
1, 2016 filing deadline. In contrast with the rigorous eligibility
burden mandated for citizens, for lawmakers in the majority

arty, bagging the 60% approval in both chambers required
For a joint resolution is often easier than breathing.

Althaugh five [5) Proposed Amendments were certilied for the
ballot, one of them — Amendment 4 - was approved by more
than 72% of voters participating in the August 30 Primaries.
The proposed amendment was added fo the August 30 ballot
b}r the legishture, us-tensib|y to avoid voter conf?usion betweean
Amendment 4 and Amendment 1, which both address solar en-
ergy issues. Amendment 4 is extremely useful - while Amend-
ment 1 is o devious attempt to hoodwink voters. .

Before the approval of Amendment 4 on the August ballot, the
Florida Constitution exempted renewable energy source instal
lations on residential properties from ad valorem taxation.
Business and commerciulp roperties were nof included. Amend-
ment 4 not onl}r axempr&dpso ar energy devices from property
tax valuation for homes, but for commercial and industrial

roperties that fall under the tangible per&onul property hax
Erucker. The exemptions granted by Amendment 4 would
begin in 2018 and continue for Eg years. Goed stuff.

The other four [4) proposed Constitutional Amendments will ap-
pear on the November B, 2016 general election ballot. The
penny sales tax Broward Ballot Question that is also placed on
the Broward Ballot was covered in the September Nawsletter,
For ancther look, check the Galt Mile webps.ita for Commis-
sioner Bruce Roberts September Mewsletter commentary.

For insight into the three legitimate prospective stalewide
constitutional amendments and o fourth hoptoad created for
the sole purpose of draining your wallet, read on:

Proposed Amendment #1
Ballot Title: Rights of Electricity Consumers Regarding Solar
Energy Choice

Reference: Amendment #1 would add Section 29 to Article X of
the Florida Constitution; Sponsored by Consumers for Smart
Solar: Citizen Initiative

Official Ballot Summary: This amendment establishes a right
under Florida's constitution for consumers to own or lease
solar equipment installed on their property to generate elec-
tricity for their own use. State and local governments shall
retain their abilities to protect consumer rights and public
health, safety and wel?gxrer and to ensure that consumers
who do not choose to install solar are not required to subsi-
dize the costs of backup power and electric grid access to
those who do.

What you need to know

Whatever else you do with your ballot - you need to kick
this one to the curb. According to the Solar Energy Indus-
tries Association, "Florida - the sunshine state - ranks third in
the nation for reoftop solar potential, but all the way down
at 14th for cumulative solar capacity installed. Florida's
solar policies lag behind many other states in the nation: it
has no renawab?e portfolio standard and does not allow
power purchuse agreements, hwo p::r|[cias that have driven
investments in solar in other states.”

It's no accident that Florida lumbers behind largely overcast
stales like New Jersey (#4), Massachusetts [#6?und Mew
York [#7) for the amount of solar panels installed in the state
as of December 2015. Antisolar laws crafted by Florida
utility lobbyists and their minions in the PSC have throttled
solar energy expansion. For example, Florida is one of o
handful of states that ban the third-party sale of electricity.
Floridians must purchase their power from the utilities that
drafted this anti-consumer low. Seeking to ensure their mo-
nopoly on the sale of power to Floridians, the utilities spon-
sored Proposed Amendment #1 to constitutionalize these
anathematic laws. Hoping to slow the growth of inexpen-
sive solar power — which will cost them hundreds of
$billions — utilities have waged a nationwide campaign to
block productive solar laws in every state.

Unlike the Legislature, where industry lobbyists have been
purchasing statutory impairments for decades, slipping
them into ﬁ':e Florida Constitution would require a massive
Himfam of voters acrass the state. Since voters naturally
crave cheaper power, the industry hires local think-tanks to
strategically undermine the spread of solar power by cloak-
ing anti-solar measures in pro-solar rhetaric - especially in
states like Arizona, New Mexico, California - and Florida.

On October 18, the Miami Herald reported that vice presi-
dent and policy director Sal Muzzo at the James Madison
Institute in Tollahassee admitted complicity in crafting a util
ity industry effort to deceive voters into supporting restric-
tions on the expansion of solar "by shrouding Amendment

1 as a pro-solar amendment.” While addressing a State En-
ergy/Environment Leadership Summit in Nashville on Octo-
ber 2, Nuzzo called the amendment, “an incredibly savvy
maneuver.” As per an audio recording of the event supplied
to the Herald/Times, Muzzo ohserved how it would cripp|e
pro—su|c:|r interests, saying the p|1:|n "would com |ETE|':,"
negate anything they would try to do either legislatively or
constitutionally down the road.”

Confinued on poge 5
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Amendments. .. Confinued

In March, Florida Supreme Court Justice Barbara Pariente admon-
ished “Let pro-solar energy consumers beware. Masquerading as a
pro-solar energy iniliative, this proposed constitutional amendment,
supported by some of Florida's major investorowned electric utility
companies, actually seeks to constituionalize the status quo.” After
considering arguments by indusiry lawyers, the High Court Justice
characterized the amendment as a “wolf in sheep’s clothing.”

Amendment #1 asserts three actions. It opens by claiming to estab-
lish "a right under Florida's constitution for consumers to own or
lease solar equipment installed on their property to generate eleclric-
ity for their own use.” First - consumers already have the right to own
or lease solar equipment installed on their property. They alsoc have
the right to share the solar energy or sell it back to the grid. Decen-
tralized rooltop solar electricity provides net benefits by reducing the
stress on the grid during the duy‘time, culting Expenditures on fossil
fuels, and rncﬁzin privately funded clean energy available to all. By
adding the wdesl “to generate electricity for ;ieir own use,” the
amendment seeks to remove the right to sell or share the cheaper
electricity — quashing a strong incentive to install solar while eliminat-
ing threatened competition and preserving industry profits. Secondly,
in declaring that “State and local governments shall retain their ubi[);-
ties to protect consumer rights uncﬁpubﬂc health, safety and wel-
fare...,” the measure adds nothing, since that is what governments
EIIrEﬂdY dD.

Third and last is the payoff - “ensure that consumers wheo do not
choose to install salar are not required to subsidize the costs of
backup power and electric grid access to those who do.” In short,
there are no subsidies or inequities created by the installation or use
of solar power. Consumers who use alternative energy sources like
wind or sclar alse plug into the grid. At nighT, solar users pay their
local utility for power; during the day, they sell it back. This provision
would clear the way for the uti|-i'r'_.' indush’y to churga a fee for using
the grid. Implementing a capricious fee will drive up the cost of using
solar energy, and impair its proliferation. Of course, if approved,
such o fee could be levied on anyone who uses the grid - every en-
ergy customer in the state,

Ahhuugh '-fil'lur]”y every envirenmental agency, conservalion organi-
zation, energy walchdog and consumer advocate strongly opposes

this utility-backed Amendment, along with State lawmakers, Mayors,
City Commissioners, and local Chambers of Commerce, it may pass
becouse voters have been hoodwinked into mistakenly believing that
it prt.:rjmotes solar energy. Needless to say, Sergeant Bilko ».n.n::n.nlc:c[a be
pn::u .

Proposed Amendment #2
Ballot Title: Use of Marijuana for Debilitating Medical Conditions

Reference: Amendment #2 would add a Section 29 to Article X of the
Flerida Constitution; Sponsored rimcrilr by Yes on 2 [AKA People
United for Medical Marijuanal; Citizen Initiative

Official Ballot Summary: Allows medical use of marijuana for individuals
with debi“luting medical conditions as determined by a licensed
Florida physician. Allows caregivers to assist patients’ medical use of
marijuana. The Department of Health shall register and regulate cen-
ters that produce and distribute marijuana for medical purposes and
shall issue identification cards to patients and caregiivers. Applies
only to Florida law. Does not immunize violations of federal law or
any non-medical use, possession or production of marijuana,

What you need to know
On January 24, 2014, when a petition supporting proposed consti-
tutional amendment #2 exceeded the 683,149 voter signatures re-
vired for ballot placement, the ballet language was challenged by
ﬁwe Governor and Republican Legislative leaders. Three days later,
on January 27, 2014, the Florida Supreme Court issued a divided,
4-3 opinion approving language used in the Amendment’s ballot title
and summary.

The Ballot Summary clarified its autherizing “the medical use of mari-
juana for individuals with debitih:lting diseases as determined by a li-
censed Florida physician.” The language differed slightly from that
used in the Amendment’s actual text, in which "Dehiﬁm’ring Medical
Condition” is defined as cancer, glaucoma, HIV/AIDS, hepatitis C or
"other conditions for which a physician believes that the medical use
of marijuana would likely outweigh the potential health risks for a
patient.”

Confinued on poge 9
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Licensed Medicare Specialist

with 15 years experience offering:
Low Cost Medicare Supplements

Part D Prescription Drug Plans

No Cost Medicare Advantage Plans

Affordable Rates On:

Long Term and Home Care Coverage
Life and Disability Insurance
Guaranteed Income for Life

Call Gary Kempler at

954-328-5418
or send an email to
garyk@creativefinancial.us

CREATIVE FINANCIAL NETWORK
221 East Prospect Boulevard
Oakland Park, FL 33334
954-328-5418

Medicare Annual Enrollment Period

for January 1st effective date




SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE...SOME TH

SUN MON TUE WED

Boca Roton Arts & (rafts Festival BINGO BINGD
171 E. Podmetto Park Rd., Baco 1 0 1 1 Golt Towers Sociol Room 1 2 Regency South Furr,' Roam
"hHIIm fobpm (4250 Gal Oc?:lguﬂwe] pA
Inta.; 7544723755 23l pum, Info.; Bob Pearlmon: 954- 54?‘4';‘ 63
o CndiSongere 95456372g8 |
(olembus Doy
| Eree Yom Kippus
Ft Louderdole Orchid Sociary Orchid Auction
L5 Ol Suru:‘ru‘:i,l Markest Christ Lutheren Church Parish Hall
| 333 Eost Las Olas Bh. & SE 4th Ave, (1955 £. Qukland Park Bivd.)
Som. o2 pm. 7:30 pm.,
| Infa; F'S-M?E-E-ﬁ& Irfa; 95&-?&“239
Pelm Baoch (enda & HOA BINGOD BIRGO
1 60 tomy et a?rzg 17 18 oo o o 19 ooy sty fom
. Ino.; 9528815030 7:30 p.m. Infa.: Bob Peorman: 954-547-4063
Il | Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268
Frev Sulkot
Los Olos Sunday Market A Gorden Party ot “Helen's Garden”™
| 333 Eost Lgl. U-l:l!._Eh . & SE dth Ave. Vice Myor Bruce Roberts: Pre-Agendo Mesting Fort Loudzrdole City Commission Meeting Hugh Teee Bisch State Perk
o.m. ko 2 pm. Beach Community Cnte, & p.m. ity el Hamia2pm.
Inf.: 954-426-8436 inf.: 954-8285003 Regukr Agende: 6 p.m. Infn.: 954-584-0660

r 23 24 25 Golt Towers Sﬂmlﬂi{t‘n“ni 26 Regency South MWH;E"E

{4750 Golt Oeon Drive)
f 30 ]F'm' Info.: Boh Peotimon: 954- 54?«1&53
. Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

Las Olars Sundoy Market 15 Aenudl Spook-Toruler Parsy!
o 333 Emst Lgs Olas Bl EI;['I]r & SE 4th Ave, The S;QEI}P}EEFEHHEL Dovie
fo A0 s,
hfau?”gd-d? 8436 Infi.: 5439040493
Dby Morkstploce BING0 BINGD
‘I %ﬁp Ait g’l[r I Fer?mwl 31 1 Galt Towers Sociol Room 2 Regency Soufh Porty Room
ray Marketploce off W Atansic Ave. (4250 Galt Oceon Drive) 7om
10.0.m. fo 5 p.m : : 130 pm, Info.: Bob Pearlman: ?5#5#?4563
Ieif.: 472-3 55 Info. Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7248
Los Olos Sunday Market Doy of the Dead Celebruticn
333 East Los Olos Bbvd. & SE dth Ave. | Commissionar Bruce Enbests; Fre-Agenda Meefing Fort Lowdeadole Gy Commission Mesfing H;:iengn oz
fomtolpm Beach Commurity Centes & ., City Hol 0 | [Dpm
Info.: 954-426-8436 Inf: 9548785033 Regulor Agesdn: & pom. Info.:. info@daynihedzadforida com
BINGO BINGO
6 Eundavﬂ(”.]azzn?v:#ugncﬂ 7 8 Galt Towers Social Room 9 Regency South Party Room
b 1954 i 3% a (4250 Galt Dt;msu[hiue} 7pm.
. :30 pm. Infa.: Bob Pearman: 954-547-406
| Uk ord o Skclaing | ™ POTemo RIS
Les Olos Sundiy Market
o 333 Enst lgsuurlr?sm . %ﬂ SE dith Ave. ELECTION DAY
|r|,{p.-_-95.1,42 i 4-3,5 VOTE!! i

R THIT: Jowe Convention (enter, 10 anS m h'm T-WH-W-SH?
l](EfIHEHE Hgking oy Ay ﬂm} mlm.?lﬂm'll'ﬂi_ﬂnm Inko.: SE1-450401 34
QCOTRER 15-14; Harvest Fest & Super Heroes : (Dovie), 330 0.m, M?ﬂpm b F54473-2955
fCTORER S 1ae Elﬂ,@*?ﬁﬂlmﬁrmﬁﬁf%ﬂrﬂhw PR e Ta0-R 00092
(CTORER 14; 21t Annuel Down Syndmme Buddy Wolk £ 5K B, | i rIr.h.':" Pork , 8:30 0.m., Info.; 9548250400
OCTOBER 19: Foet Loudrdole Coreer Foir, Marmift Faet Loudzed i Horh, 11 0.m. '32;.u- Info.: 026149537
TOBER I Show, South Florida Faimgrounds (WPB), Info.; 8555235311
(CTORER 22: All Sturs v, Foet Myers Deeby Dames - Rolles Dety, War Memoriel Audiecium, & pum, Info.2 9544018712
QCTOBER 72 South Florida Step Out: Walk to Stop Dighstes, Hutz enga Plazu, H[llnu am, b ';-whi'?;i"l“[lﬂ]ll
(CTORER 22: Sh Areu Brazion Festvalof Poneano Beach, Fom THpEr Reaih (ommun fﬂl (G20 KE T8th dved, 10 cm. b 01 pm, dndo: 30580340338
(CTOBER 72-23: Horvest Fest & Forry Toke Weekend, 2750 5, Flomingo Rood (Dovie), 9:30 0.m nhnrr Info.; 9544733955
(CTORER 30: Hobowesen Spooksaxuber 5K, TV Park '1:mw‘d 5K Run Wilk - 715 aum Kid's Desh - 8 am: Youh Mile- 8:15 o.m,, I 9544415515
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NGS DO! CHECK OUT WHAT’S GOIN’ ON.

THU
13

FRI

Fridy Night Sound Wves

1 e Music Saries
WPestormer(s): Full Moon Porty feat. The Tom
Sertoei Bond

Ft Louderdale Beach Hub of L Olos ZA1A
5:30 1o 8:30 p.m.

Irifo. oriEnswilh.com

(Through 10,/14)
Festival Flea Market
fefa.: 5419676464

SAT

10 Anoeal Glom Dol St
Fsprnde Patk

[T am. o3 pm.
Info.; 54- 2%8-5407

15

Lontem Festivad: In The Spait Of Obon
Moeikomi Miseum ond Joponese Gardens
Jom toBpm
Info.; 561-4% ?ﬂESS

20

b.M.CA Advisory Board Meating
Kick's liofion Restowran, 11 a.m.

Friday Night Sound Woves

ive Music Senes

Perfcemer(s): Big City Dogs Bond

Ft Loudesdale Baoch Hub at Los Qlos /ATA
5:30 10830 p.m.

Info. ariEfnswilh.com

4t Anngal Red Stiekd ReDesign Bash
[pfmi: Thall

630 19 p.m.
Info.: ?5%-?]%&'431

2 29t Aveal Lz Obos At Foin
(Thecugh 10,23)

00 Fost Los Olos Bhed.

100m o530 pm.

Iy ; §54-472:3755

21

2 8 Friday Night Sound Waves
e Music Series

Pedfarments): Blues Brothers Soul Band

Fr Louderdale Beoch Hub ab Los Olos /A1A

New Times: ErowercFakm Bech Boedes!
Lok pm
Ino.; 305:571-7543
29 A Venation Fonbosy
Museum of Discovery and Science

(B, Serih Pork, Fembroke Pines
MODS Masquerods —
b p.m.
Info.: 9547130906

530 to 8:30 p.m.
Info.: ari@snswilh.com
Music On Min Stest West Folm Beach's Moonfest-
Perfoume s): Slom Allen Bond Word's Biggest Holloween Porty
Cakdand Park Ciry Hall 531 Ulsmais 51, WPE
Sl ilpm dpm klom.
I 546304751 Info.- 561-208-1321
3 Fridmy fﬁﬂﬂnuud Waves 5 Denim & Diomonds Galo
& Music Series Fi Loudesdale Marriott Harbor Bench
Performeris): Me. Nice Guy Band Resort & Spo
Ft Louderdole Beach Hub ot Los Olos ZATA & to 10 p.m.
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Info; 954-564-3512
Info.: ori@nswilb.com
Amesicnn Indion s Celabeofion (ALY : _
legierryl | WO TN |
{The Ypokss. i 08 RESEnTa0n - MR
Yoriows Lacations in Ft Louderdole 100m o5 pm. Flerido Atkentic U'mg {FAL) Compes
Info 954 7647642 Info.: 8779021113 Ino.. 361-336:7594

10

" HOVEMBER 5: Househald Huzordous Waste and Bechrarics Droproff Events, Commurdy Pk (1

Fridoy HimSwud Waves

ive Music Series

ormer(s): The Fobulonskt Louderdole
Beach Hub of Los Olos /ATA

5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

lirfe.: arreswlh.com

/13)
Foischild Topicol Botanic Gordes
9:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Ik 3056671651

Tdn;lid Tropical Eflﬂm El]rdm Foll Gougen Festivel
(M

12 'i-'.l.'-:lrlgpfen Bluegross Festivol
37505, Flominga Rood, Davie
9:30 o.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Info.: 954-473-2955

NE 10 S1., Pompono

ROVEMBER 5-5: Maami - Fort Louderdale Pet Expa, Wer Memoriol Aoditodum, 10 o.m. to & pm,, Info.: 1-800-977-3609 ext. 104
First Saturday of Every Month; Beoch Cheanup, Commercil Bhvd. & the Beoch LBTS (Meet of Povilion), 9 fo 9:30 0.m., Info.: 954-774-1000
First Sarurdey of Feery Month: North Beach At Walk, 3280 NE32nd S 7 10 11 pam, Info.; 954-537-3370

Second Saturdoy of Every Month: Becch Sweep, Fort Loudendole Bench Park, 1100 Seabreeze Blvd,, 7 10 11 0.m,, Info.; 954-5593-8501

Mandays: Food Trucks of Arspask, 5:30 to 10 p.m., Youngs Crcle in Hallywood
Sundays: Tourthe River Ghost Tour, Stronohan House & Wates Tod, 7:30 pm, Tix: 954-524-4736
Saturdays: Saturday Night Under the South Florido Stors, Fox Astranomicol Oiservatary af Morkhom Pork, Sunset to Midnight, Info.: 954-384-0442

Deity: Yoga on the Beach, Ocean Manar Resort (4040 Galr Ocean Dr.), %:30 a.m. (weather permitting), Mots supplied, 510 danatian, Open to the Public, knfa: 754-779-7519 or 516-840-1455

Printed by The UPS Store: ‘?54-5&849‘?0@

OIS
HAPPENING
N TOWN |

OVEMBER 12-13
Florida Gun & Knife Show
South Florida Fn::iug;ﬂuﬁds, VWPB
Info.: 3217777455

INOVEMBER 12-13
Comelot Days Medievol Fesfival
T.Y. Park Holywood

info.: 786-332:0047

NOVEMBER 13

13.1 Half Marathon & Life Time 5K - Fort Lauderdale
Start: 174k St near the Broword Convention Center
Finish: South Beach Park on ATA

& le 10:30 a.m,

Info.: J05-278-8668

NOVEMBER 13

15th Annual Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival
Markham Park

Moon o @ p.rm

Infe.: 786-341-1103

11th Annual Riverwalk Mutts & Marfinis
The Downlowner

Moon to 3 p.m.

Info.: 954-468-1541 » 205

NOVEMBER 19
3%th Annual Broward County Fair
restival Flea Markel

Info.; 954:214-2457

NOVEMBER 24

&th Annual Fort louderdale Turkey Trot & Paddle
DC Alexander Park

slart Paddieboardars and 5K Run/Walk: 7230 a.m.
Info.; 954-757-8866 x 25

FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF EVENTS,
GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM

, 9 0m. o 2 pm., lafa.; 754-876-6000



NDS & SHAD

WE BEAT /ALL ESTIMATES
ALL BRANDS, ALL STYLES

Lifetime Warranty On All Blinds & Shades
SHOP MEASURING
FRE FREE::. .
]

AT HOME
BLINDS & SHAL

SERVICE

' Window &
Off Sliding Glass Door Repairs*

= annot be comiined with any otbsy effiern, M frention cou ak T
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Rucing across the Planet

In April 2015, the outbreak began in Brazil, where an estimated 1.5
million people were infected by Zika, triggering a case cluster of
Guillain-Barré syndrome and over 3,59% cases of microcephaly reporled
between October 2015 and January 2016. It spread to other countries in
South America, Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean, prompting
the Pan American Health Crganization to publish a list of countries and
territories that experienced "local Zika virus transmission.” The list included
Barbades, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuader, El
Salvador, French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Hon-
duras, Martinique, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Puer!o?’ico, Saint Martin,
Suriname, and Venezuela.

By August 2016, more than 50 countries had experienced active local
transmission of Zika virus, including the United States. According to the
CDC, more than 3,000 people were diognosed with Zika across the U.5.;
731 were pregnant women. OF the ]7,%%0 cases reported in the territo-
ries = mosl@ in Puerto Rico = more than 1,000 were pregnant women,

local transmission in Florida was initially confined to twe small areas in
Miami-Dade County. With no evidence of active transmission for 45 days,
on Monday, September 19, 2016, the Florida Department of Health
(FDOH) - the lead agency for repelling the pandemic - lifted an alert from
the one-square mile Wynwood arts District just north of dewntewn Miami.
Following the discovery of 4 new cases on Friday, 595pfeml::-er 16, the sec-
ond active transmission zone was expanded from 1.5 square miles to 4.5
square miles in Miami Beach between 8th and 63rd Streets. Aerial insecti-
cide spraying to combat mosquitoes carrying the Zika virus started in
Miami Beﬂcﬁon Friday, September 9. By September 17, 93 locally trans-
mitted cases were reported in Florida (35 in Miami Beach) along with 670
travelrelated cases.

By mid-September, the department was conducting 17 oclive investiga-
tions, including 13 in Miami-Dade, one in Pinellas and three in Palm Beach
counties. The 3E|:H:r1rnenl continues door-to-door outreach and targeted
testing in Pinellas, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties while conducting
mosquito abatement and reduction activities in neighborhoods under inves-
tigation. As of September 17, the 109 reported cases in Broward are sup-
posedly fravelrelated - ond there are conflicting reports about the number
of infections that were locally transmitted. On October 13, the CDC
reported that Zika spread to an additional 1 square-mile area in Miami-
Dade, the third in that County.

Neutering Broward Mosquitoes

Two of the carrier mosquito species 1],&.1(#. vectors) thrive in Broward
County, Aedes aegypli and Aedes albopictus (the Tiger Mosquita). MNeither
species breed in the lokes, canals, readside ditches or retention ponds that
cover the county; opting instead for artificial containers that ho!:ﬁsrunding
water - such as uncovered buckets, lower pots, fountains, ornamental
ponds, children's toys, planters, gardening equipment, pet bowls and dis-
carded tires.

Broward County pericdically performs preventive aerial spraying durin
daylight hours, targeting mosquito larvae with a commercial product called
‘l-"ecrc:-%ac WDG. Unlike the pesticide Naled used for aerial spraying in
Miami Beach, where it was rumored by neighborhood protesters to cause
birth defects, VectoBac WDG features impressive safety credentials. Its ac-
tive ingredient - the AM&5-52 strain of Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis
(Bti] - is @ naturally occurring, biodegradable bacterial mosquite larvicide
which is not harm¥u| to humans, pets, aquatic habitats or enviranmentally
sensitive areas. The praduct is cerfified by the Organic Materials Review
Institute [OMRI), registered for use by the US Environmental Protection
Agency and |istedeg~,r the World Health Organization as a recommended
formulation for control of mosquito larvae.

In addition to disseminating FDOH Zika Updates, the City of Fart Laud-
erdale has dispatched o Code Enforcement Special Response Team and
crews from Parks and Public Works to eliminate mosquito breeding habitat
citywide. As directed by FDOH, Broward County and Fort Luudergule are
requesting help with contral and prevention from homeowners and mer-
chants, Associations can cooperate by emptying water from outdoor trash
containers, gorden and poal equigrnem, buckets, ash trays, and eq]::iopmenr
or vehicle tarps that catch water, Discard container tops, cans and bottle-
caps. Sedentary decorative fountains should be drained. Active fountains
and swimming pools that are properly maintained pose no threat. Assign-
ingl| a maintenance staffer to these tasks for 10 minutes each morning will
help protect our families for pennies o day.
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Amendments... Continued

To quash the amendment, Governor Rick Scott sent Florida Attorn
General Pam Bondi to spearhead a legal team that insisted usingei'{le
term “diseases” instead of “conditions” in the ballot summary would con-
found the average voter. Disparaging the summary’s failure to sufficiently
detail possible Federal repercussions, dissenting Justices argued that the
ballot title and summary inadequately specified the conditions required
for physician approval, and "E-::‘bsfcure the breadth of medical issues that
would qualify for medical marijuana.” The Majority disogreed, statin
“We conclude that the use of ‘diseases’ instead of 'conditions” in the %ul—
lot summary will not reasonably mislead the voters.” The measure failed,
receiving 58% voter approval instead of the 60% required for passage.

Key proponent and largest doner Atterney John Morgan teamed with ini-
tiative sponsor United for Care to rehabilitate any confusing language
ond close loopholes that alienated opponents. Since 2014, the Legislo-
ture has legalized some strains of marijuana for patients with seizures or
severa un?persistan* muscle spasms, Later, lawmakers legalized fullscale
medical marijuana for the terminally ill. By the February 1, 2016 dead-
ling, the secretary of state verified the collection of 716,270 signatures
{:55?-]3,]4? were required) and certified the proposed amendment for the
allat.

The revised 2016 proposal clarifies requirements for parental consent
when r:resf:ribed for minors, further defines what is meant by “debilitat-
ing” illnesses that qualify for marijuana as a treatment option, specifying
glaucoma, cancer and chemotherapy, multiple sclerosis, H!'\I",.-"AEJS,
epilepsy, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS], Crohn's disease, postirau-
matic stress disorder [PTSD) and Parkinson's disease. It adds that doctars
who are negligent in Eres:ribing marijuana would be subject to malprac-
tice claims and limits how many patients a caregiver con treat with mari-
juana. Also, the Florida Department of Health will issue ID cards to

atients and caregivers. Unlike 2014, both Scott and Attorney General
Eondi have remained mute,

Pmducir:jg videos comparing the measure to a failed California experi-
ment and predicting the creation of 2000 marijuana shops statewide,
staunch cpponent 'sDrug Free Florida" once again resorted to specious
cloims about the measure’s impact - seemingly sourced from cult film
“Reefer Madness” — intimating how using marijuana will fransform seri-
ously ill medical patients into rabid junkies.

The bogus indictments had been systematically debunked by physicians
and medical researchers. In fact, since medical marijusna is an alterno-
tive therapy to the heavily addictive opioids that are currently prescribed
for debilitating diseases E.e. Oxycodone, Oxycontin, Percocel, ele ), the
exact opposite is true. Among the safest known therapeutically active
substances, no one ever died from an overdose of marijuana.

Marijuana provides relief from nausea and appetite loss for eancer
patients undargoinﬁ chemotherapy, AlDs victims ingesting anti-AlDs
medications as well as patients undergoing treatments for hepatitis C.
By reducing intraccular [within the eye) pressure, marijuana alleviates the
pain and slows — and sometimes stops - damage fo the eyes from Glau-
coma (the leading cause of blindness in the United States]. Marijuana
can limit the muscle pain and spasticity as well as relieve fremors and
unsteadiness of gait in victims of multiple sclerosis (the leading couse of
neurclogical disability among young and middle-aged adults in the
Unitadoglutes}. Marijuana can prevent seizures in some patients suffering
from epilepsy. Marijuana can alleviate chronic, often debilitating pain
caused by myriad disorders. Since 2007, three published clinical trials
concluded that marijuana effectively relieves neuropathic pain.

A few opponents offered an objection that actually had merit, arguing
that legalizing marijuana is a function more appropriate to the state
Legislature, as a Statute can be readily improved it necessitated by ac-
tual experience, while comparable adaptations to the constitution are far
more difficult. Supported by most medical associations throughout the
U.5. and Flerida, the America Medical Association stated, "Ef'F&cTiva pa-
tient care requires the free and unfettered exchange of information on
treatment alternatives and thet discussion of these allernalives between
physicians and patients should not subject either party to criminal sanc-
tions.” Yoters can make Florida the 26th State — along with the District of
Columbia - that allows physicians to treat seriously ill patients with
Medical Marijuana.

Proposed Amendment #3
Ballot Title: TAX EXEMPTION FOR TOTALLY AMD PERMAMEMNTLY
DISABLED FIRST RESPOMNDERS

Reference: Amendment #3 would amend Section &(f] of Article VIl and add
a new section to Article Xl of the Florida Constitution; Referred by the
Florida Legislature.

Officiol Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to
authorize a first responder, who is totally and parmunanllr disabled as o
result of injuries sustained in the line of duty, to receive reliet from ad val
orem taxes assessed on homestead praperty, if authorized by general law.
If approved by voters, the omendment takes effect January 1, 2017.

What you need to know

This amendment re:o?n'rzes. the sacrifices regularly made by our first re-

spanders in the line of duty while protecting our liberfies and way of life.
e Stote of Florida and its citizens are, by the very nature of the services

perﬁ:rrmed b}r these men and women, forever in their debt. Cur state can

collectively express ufpreciution by approving Amendment 3, offering

these permanently afflicted herces property tax relief.

Florida's Constitution already grants a property-tax exemption to the
spouses of first responders who die in the line of duty. Amendment 3 au-
thorizes the Legislature fo extend that exemption fo first responders who are
“totally and permanently disabled” from injuries received in the line of
duty. Existing low defines first responders as police and correctional offi-
cers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and paramedics. State of-
ficials did not astimmeqhow much the new exemption might cost local
governments from lost property tax revenue.

Amendment #3 was intraduced by Representative Larry Metz in the Flarida
House of Representatives on December 18, 2015. House Joint Resolution
1009 passed the House unanimously on February 11, 2014, and the Sen-
ate unanimously on March 9, 2016. If approved by voters, the Legislature
must still decide whether the exemption sll?nould provide full or partiol relief
from Frczxper%m:ﬁces and approve the measure to become law [effective on
Jan. 1, 2017). This should be a cakewalk.

Proposed Amendment #5
Bollot Title: HOMESTEAD TAX EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIMN SENICR, LOW.
INCOME, LONG-TERM RESIDENTS; DETERMINATION OF JUST VALLUE

Reference: Amendment #5 would amend Sections 10 and 11 of Artficle V of
the Florida Constitution; Referred by the Florida Legislature.

Officiol Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Canstitution to
revise the homestead tax exemption that may be granted by counties or
municipalities for property with just value less than 325(},{36(} owned by
certain senior, low-income, long-term residents to specify that just value is
determined in the first tax year the owner applies and is eligible for the ex-
emption, The amendment takes effect January 1, 2017, and applies
retroactively to exemptions granted before Janvary 1, 2017.

What you need to know

In 2012, voters approved a Constitutional Amendment allowing cities and
counties to grant a full property-tax exemption for Floridians 65 and older
living in @ home with a just [market] value of less than $250,000 for at
least 25 years, with an annual household income of $28,448 in 2015 (in-
come limits are adjusted unnuulg for inflation). The exemptions were also
made availoble to permanently disabled veterans aged 65 or older and
surviving spouses of veterans or first responders who died in the line of

du’r:,.r.

However, if the value of the home increases above $250,000, eligibility
would be lost, and the taxes would have to be poid as assessed - a cata-
strophic impact for a senior on a fixed income. By clarifying that the home
value is set when residents first apply, Proposed Amendment #5 lecks in
Il'ufF Einl-ternplion permanently once a senior qualifies, correcting the troubling
pittall.

Amendment 5 was infroduced by Representative Bryan Avila in the Florida
House of Representatives on October 1, 2015, House Joint Resolution 275
passed the House unanimously on February 11, 2016, and the Senate
unanimously on March ¢, 20 Tﬁg Hective January 1, 2017). Since the
amendment is retroactive to 2013, a senior who qualified for the exemp-
tion in 2013, but lost it, would regain the exemption. Like Amendment #3,
it's o no-brainer.»
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EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
Chip LaMarca’s AUGUST 2016 Newsletter

In his Avgust 2016 Newsletter, Broward District 4 Commissioner Chip LaMarca congratulates eleven County departments nomed by the National Association of

Counties for Achievement Awards (four snogged by the Risk Hm:gemenr Division); nofes that Port Ewﬁrlades rated Green Marine Certification and won
-Holl)

German-based Hopag-Lloyd as a new customer; cites Fort Louderd

ywood International Airport (FLL) for o Green Practices Progrom that eorned the J.

Bryon Cooper Environmentol Award for its Sustainable Strategic Initiatives in Terminal 4 and newly opened Concourse G; warns constifvents to prepare for Hur-
ricane Season and introduces a new mobile access to online tax dato. LaMarca also details State and County efforts to choke off the slippery
racing across South America and the Pacific, this mystery pandemic surged into South Florida, where

about stamping it out. Fnr.‘ns.&bflﬂfﬂﬂsd‘mverymdzredmd

Dear Broward County Residents,

| am honored to serve as your County Commis-
sioner, representing our coastal communities
each day from Deerfield Beach to Fort
lauderdale. Here are some recent highlights
from Broward County.

Broward County Receives Innovation Awards

The Hufioncrhssmiuricn of Counties [MACo)
has awarded Broward County eleven Achieve-
ment Awards recognizing several effective and
innovative county government programs. The
Broward County I—?umun Resources Division
received two awards, one award for an em-
ployee assistance ﬁrogmm and another for an
educational roadshow for County employees.
The Office of Economic and Small Business De-
velopment was recognized for developing the
Technical Assistance Training program which
provides certification and training for local
small businesses to boost their ubi|i'r}r to bid on
Broward County projects. The Environmental
Planning and Community Resilience Division
was awarded for developing hydrologic mod-
els that help bridge the communication gap be-
tween scientific research and policy makers to
provide a more proactive response fo future cli-
mate scenarios and sea level rise. This depart-
ment was also recognized for the County's
commitment to enhancing community resilience
and protecting the enviranment. The Libraries
Division was awarded for creating a yearlong
pragram of events and education outreach in
support of a mayoral initiative "Broward

o Virus. After
authorities worldwide know fittle more than we do

planetary penetration, see the accompanying article in this newsletter.

(hiA LaMarca’s

UGUST 2016 Newsletter
Means Business," which promoted County, state and federal programs that help

mentor and finance Broward County businesses.

The overall winning Division was Risk Management with four awards. The first was
for Safety and Occupational Health for providing an Exceptional Automated Exter-
nal Defibrillators (AED) Program Enhancement. Next was an award in the Liability
Claims Section for rcwiding innovation in a |i::|::|i|i'r}r video that demonstrates a
more timely and efficient way to handle claims. The Risk Management Division was
also recognized for an innovative Property Insurance Premium Savings Program
and a Workers' Compensation Medical Cost Reduction Program. The services
provided by Broward County divisions and departments are a great example of
residents’ tax dollars at work providing the best quality of life for residents in our
community.,

Port Everglades Update

Broward County's Port Everglades has recently earned its first Green Marine
certification. Green Marine is the largest voluntary environmental program for the
maritime industry in North America. The Port earned this certification by bench-
marking specific environmental perfermance indicators including air emissions,
waler standards, community impacts and environmental leadership.

Port Everglades recently welcomed a German-based shipping line as part of its
Mediterranean Gulf Express (MGX)]. Hapag-Lloyd has announced the addition of
Port Everglades to its MGX rotation from Valencia, Spain. It is expected to add
approximately 300 to 400 TEUs |204oot equivalent units, the industry's standard
container measurement] weekly at Port Everglades providing additional shipping
options for customers. More intormation about Broward County's Port Everglades is
available at PortEverglodes. net

For! Lovderdale Internotional Airport Update

Broward County's Fort Lauderdale-Hollywoeod International Airport (FLL) received the
J. Bryan Cooper Environmental Award for its Sustainable Strategic Initiatives.
Broward County’s Aviation Department [BCAD) successhully implemented Sustain-
able Strategic Inifiatives at FLL to help conserve and protect our natural resources.
A Green Practices Program and a Water Resources E’olecﬂnn Program were imple-
mented in the maintenance facility. The expansion and modernizafion project o
Terminal 4 also included numerous green design and construction elements. The
features reduce water use by 40 percent and provide 90 percent natural light,
which reduce eleciric energy usage. The building also used reflective roofing mate-
rials to reduce heat and workers recycled more than 50 percent of the construction
debris. Recognition was also given fo the Aviation Department for its use of electric
cars and the new “Park Assist” system in the parking garages that helps reducing
idle time, fuel consumption and air emissions.

FLL has also opened Concourse G in Terminal 4 with new concession areas and five
new gates. The next phase of the expansion and modernization project will include
an Interactive Walkway and nine new %ales. This project is expected to be com-
pleted by mid-2018 which will include 12 international gates and two domestic
gates. Additicnally, construction at Concourse A is currently underway in

Confinved on page 14
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EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
Chip LaMarca’s SEPTEMBER 2016 Newsletter

In his September 2016 constitvent update, Broward District 4 Commissioner Chip LaMarca announces .'ra'w.vgﬁdﬂ:: realize a six-yeor political objective central
to his gﬂbﬁd:ﬁgﬁsr — a tax cut. Sweetened by the fact that the 1% reduction will take place in Broward County, where LaMarca recently ob-
served how voters “never met a tax they didn't like.” Exercising his longstanding advocacy on of local and regionol economic engines, LaMarca applauds
a ]m'operfzﬁdmm that will e. complementing the County’s Convention Center with o Headquarters Hotel and t compus, notes how implementation
of new technology ond a consultant’s recommendations may smooth contentious stakeholder issves that hamper our slowly maviny Covntywide E-911 serv-
ice, describes how grant funding will help facilitate kitten adoptions and announces the opening of the new Animol Care and Adoption Center in October.

(hipﬂLuMurca's

EMBER 2016 Newsletter

International Airport and Water and Wastewater services, It is also impartant for
me that you know that both Port Everglades and the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood In-
ternational Airport are enterprise operations and rha}r are not funded wit property
taxes. They are businesses that create their revenues through customer fees to oper-
ate at the port and airport. The FY2017 budget won't be tinal until the public has a
chance to comment. Public hearings are set for September 15th and September
27th, beginning at 5:01 p.m. af the Governmental Center, 115 5. Andrews
Avenuve-Room 422 in Fort Lauderdale. Final budget approval is expected affer the
E%:?gd public hearing. The fiscal year 2017 budget takes effect on October 1,

Moving Forward with Convention Center Hotel and Expansion

This past month we tock a major step forward in the plans to expand our existing
Broward County Convention Center and build a new Convention Center Headquar-
ters Hotel. We are advancing with devek:iljer Matthews Southwest Holdings, a Dal-

Dear Broward County Residents, las-based developer with expertise in hotel and convention center development,
with the addition of Balfour Beatty Construction to the development team, a leading
| am honored to serve as your County Commis- U.5. commercial developer with their state headquarters located in Broward
sioner, representing our coastal communities County. The Commission also approved o pre-development agreement for the de-
each day from Deerfield Beach to Fart sign and build the project. Another major component of this project was the ap-
lauderdale. Here are some recent highlights proval of the purchase of development rights for over four acres of land adjacent to
from Broward County. the current convention center known as the Portside Yachfing Center. This $30.3 mil-
lion investment provides Broward County additional development entitlements for
Property Taxes Decrease in FY2017 the everall project and will allow for better access to the Convention Centfer campus
As vour County Commissioner | have always and expand design options to meet the needs of the City and the County.
advocated strongly for the need to reduce the
millage rate for Breward County residents. The planned expansion and new on-site hotel at Broward County's Convention Cen-
After six years of advocating this issue, the ter is expected to bring economic benefit not only to the local community, but also
County Cyommission has finally agreed that throughout the state which will include more annual events, as well as new, perma-
1he}r could support a reduction, while still main- nent full time 1crbs. It will also create over $9& millien in future annual tax revenues
taining the higﬁ level of services that Broward {in present valug) — over $70 million to the State of Florida and $21 million to
County residents have come to expect from Broward County and $2 billion in recurring economic impacts over a 20-year pe-
their county government. The proposed one- riod. Incorporating a convention center hotel and expanding our current convention
percent reduction sets the FY2017 millage rate center will allow Broward County to become o leading destination for conferences
at 5.669. Based on this recommended budget and expositions of all sizes.
and millage rate reduction, the average me-
dian-priced homesteaded property taxpayer For more information and updates on the Convention Center expansion and hatel
will see no increase in Cﬂun?r property taxes. project, please visit www.broward.org/CCExpansion.
The median homesteaded value in Broward
County this year is $214,100. | believe that Broward County Regional 911 irﬂem Update
this is still too high, but | am grateful to my fel- Breward County’s Office o Reﬁionnl Communications and Technology has been
low commissioners that we are starting the working extensively to ensure that the Regional Consclidated Communications Sys-
process of reducing the cost of government. tem is efficient, effective and performing lo meet and exceed the national standard.
Recently, Phase one of a two phase consultant's reIPr:}rI highlighted that the Regional
The total recommended budget for FY17 is 211 system is meeling and exceeding the national standards quantitatively.

$4.7 billion, which includes all tax supported

and nontax supported funds. Overall the total

budget increases by $505 million with substan-

tial funding provided for large projects at Port Continued on page 14
Everglades, the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood
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AUGUST LoMarca....Confinued

Terminal 1. This addition will include a Customs Inspection Facility
with five gates hundting both international and domestic Highfs, to

be completed May 2017.

Zika Virus

Zika virus cases have recently been confirmed in South Flarida.
According to the Floride Department of Health, some of these cases
have been transmitted locally. The Broward County Mosquite Con-
trol Division is working closely with the Florida Department of Health
and Code Enforcement partners in Broward's 31 municipalities. The
Mosquite Coniral Division is also actively involved in the effort to re-
duce breeding sites. These efforts include: conducting doorto-door
back pack spraying, draining standing water where possible, treat-
ing standing water with long-lasting larvicide, eliminating mosquito
habitats, setting up mosquito traps and sampling adult mosquites to
gauge effectiveness of the above-mentioned treatments.

Residents are also encouraged to help reduce the mosquito nuisance
by remembering to drain and cover. You con also contact the Maos-
quite Centrol Division and request spraying in your neighbarhood
by calling 954-765-4062 or completing the online Mosquito Spray
Request Form. For more information on protecting yourself from mos-
quite-borne diseases, visit Broward.Org/Streets/Mosquitos.

Hurricane Season: Are You Prepared?
While summer is almost behind us, South Florida residents should
still be on alert since we are in the height of hurricane season. For
the months of hugust and Ssp'rernber, it is important to continue fo
use the Broward County Hurricane website in order to be informed
during hurricane season. Resident are also encouraged to be pre-
ared for any emergencies that might accur. Being prepared means
Emring a plan and knowing what to do before, during and after a
tropical storm or a hurricane. Testing your hurricane preparedness
knowledge can also help you become more prepared for hurricane
season. Test your hurricane preparation knuwfadgs bn_.-' ciicking on
the link and check to see if you can identify proper evacuation pro-
cedures, shelters, supplies, and notifications that can keep your fam-
if}r safe during this hurricane seascn. For mere information p|ec|se
visit Broward.org/Hurricane.

Mabile-Friendly Property Taxes Website

The Broward County Records, Taxes and Treasury Division recently
launched a mobile-friendly version of Broward.County-Toxes.com.
The website now offers citizens a more efficient and easily accessi-
ble way to print receipts and bills, pay bills, and do searches by
name, address, or account number, All the functions that can be ac-
cessed through the original website format can now be accessed by
tablet or mobile devices. The County continues to make strides in of-
{'er'lng more eusiiy accessible options for all Broward County cii-
zens, For more information, visit the County's Records, Taxes and
Treasury website or call 954-831-4000,

The Resident's Guide to Government provides a convenient resource
to help people stay connected to their local government. It includes
contact information for County officials and federal, state, and local
agencies. Yisitors can subscribe to e-news and social media sites.
Sign up at Broward.org/District4 to receive email updates from our
of'ﬁoe. If there is anything that we can do to assist you with your vi-
sion for a better Broward, please do not hesitate to contact our of-
fice at 954-357-7004 or by email at clamarca@broward.org.

As always, it is my honor to serve you.
Best regards,

Chip Lallarca

Broward County Commissiones, District 4

SEFTEMBER LoMarco....Confinued

The report also identified several opportunities for im-
provement which include; oversta ing issues, defining
stakeholder roles, and addressing operations and system
improvements. The County has n?rend;.r started to ad-
dress some of these issues by introducing new policies
and procedures, training and investing g1 13 million in
operations and systems improvements. The new mulfi-ju-
risdictional, multi-agency webbased CAD will replace a
22-year-old system the ount& inherited in 2012 and in-
terface to the E-911 System, Radio System, Regional Law
and Fire Records S}rsTerns, and Paging and Toning Sys-
tems - all systems vital to receivingli, processing and im-
plementing rapid response to 211 calls for help. Phase 2
report wil?incﬁjde the consultant’s recommendations for
improvements and we expect that report in the coming
months.

Another effort to enhance the quality of service experi-
enced by residents using the Regional System is the
|uunc1'1'|ng of a new online feedback form, which is now
available at www.Broward.org/911. This new feature
will provide residents the ability to submit details about
their experience including the location of their E911
call, o brief description of their call experience, and pro-
vide contact information such as phone number and/or
email, if they wish to be contacted about the call. By im-
p1emenﬁng these effarts, we are cunlinuoushr committed
to enhancing public safety in our community in order to
keep our residents and visitors safe.

For more information and ugdu‘res on Broward County's
Regional 211 System, visit Broward.org/Communico-
tionsTechnology.

Animal Care Receives Funding
Broward County's Animal Care and Adopﬁan dep-uﬂ-
ment has received grant f‘unding from the Community
Foundation of Broward. The funding will pru\ride more
than 100 Foster Kits for the Faster Care Program. On av-
erage, more than 1,300 kittens are fostered each year.
Kittens stay in the Foster Program until they are at least
two months old, or weigh ;gleusl two pounds. Al that
time, they are placed into adoption. The grant of
$30,000 will help to provide a special Foster Kit to Fos-
ter Care parents which includes; a supply of kitten food,
Eaeding bowls, cat pan and liners, litter and a 5CO0R,
and a special carrying bag to hold all of the supplies. |
am alse very pleased to announce that our brand new
40,000 square foot, state-of the-art Broward Cc:untT_l Ani-
mal Care and Adoption Center will be opening to the

ublic in October. Every kennel in this new facility will

e air conditioned and will have the best of creature
comforts for our visitors. For more information, please go
to www.broward.org/Animal/Shelter2016.

The Resident's Guide to Government prmricles a conven-
ient resource to help people stay connected to their local
overnment. |t includes contact information for County of
icials and Federal, State, and local agencies. Visitors
can subscribe to E-news and social media sites. Please
sign up at www.Broward.org/Districtd to receive email
updates from our office, If there is anything that we can
do to assist you with your vision for a better Broward,
lease do not hesitate to contact cur office at 954-357-
004 or by email at c|umurcn@browurd.org.

As c:twc:}rs., it is my honor to serve you.

Best regards,

Chipp Lallarca

Becwned County Commissioner, District 4@
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No one is more
committed to
women’s health

than Broward Health.

Broward Health Imperial Point

has recently acquired a new
mammography unit. Using the latest
3D technology, it can detect breast
cancer in the early stages, a huge
advantage when it comes to treatment.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness
Month and is a great time to get
your annual mammeogram screening.
It's never too early to make your
appointment, you must have a
prescription and call the Broward
Health Line to make your
appointment at 954.759.7500.

‘ Outpatient Lab and Radiology services will be

open Monday through Friday, from 7am - 6pm
s and Saturdays from 7am - 3pm. Walk-ins welcome, @
A |

for more information visit BrowardHealth.org/BHIP.
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