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Independent and Assisted Living Communities
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Independent Living / Assisted Living Community Assisted Living Community Independent/Assisted Living Community
954-563-6232 954-566-1775 954-972-0200

1639 NE 26" Street 1176 NE 26" Street 1189 West River Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305 Margate, FL 33063

Extraordinary Places You’ll Love to Call Home

Assisted Living Facility # 7122
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512 Members 515 Non-Members
House will be open for tours at an
additional cost.

) Featuring the10th Annual
Orchid and Exotic Plant Sale

Saturday and Sunday

December 3 and 4
9:00am - 4:00pm

Servicing Fort Lauderdale since 1967
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JWORLDWIDE ENGINEERING
RESTORATION & INSPECTION

Fifty years ago, we provided the
structural designs for the majority
of the buildings along the Galt
Mile. Today we continue to
provide engineering, restoration
and inspection services to our
clients for almost a half century!
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TRC Worldwide Englneer!ng
Restoration & Inspection, LLC
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Services:

* Current Condition Inspections

L - 2 * Building Restoration & Inspections
ontact s RN * Reserve Studies

Scott O'Connor S = * Window/Door Specifications
(954) 484-7777 W ; * Structural Engineering & Design
soconnor@trcww.com | SRS  * Construction Administration
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SOAKING FORT LAUDERDALE
RATEPAYERS

In July of 2009, the City of Fort Lauderdale announced a new set of water and sewer rates for utility customers. When
questioned about its impact on associations, City officials automatically parroted o stafistical assertion drawn from the City
web site “The rate changes will result in an increase of less than $10 per month for 72 percent of single family residential
customers.” Since association homeowners are obviously grouped with the other 28%, Ealf Mile Managers, association
Board Treasurers and Finance/Budget Committee members reasonably surmised that their share of the burden would be
somewhat larger. When members of the neighborhood association’s gdvisor Board sought to learn how the new rates
were applied to the Cig’s water & sewer customers, they were assured that "Ilr'he rates for single family homes and multi-
tamily residences are identical.” To our chagrin, we soon learned that a skewed billing formula inflated charges to associo-
tion homeowners by up te P0%.

By Eric Berkowifz

Owver the next six months, association water & sewer invoices shot
through the roof. After reviewing the new rate schedule, Advisory Board
memgers also discovered provisions in the formula that unfairly burden
association members with huge increases spared to single family home-
owners, To further cloud matters, association water & sewer invoices
were incongruent with the new rate schedule. When bui|d'|ng managers
called the Water Department to request assistance with recenciling unin-
telligible invoices, not even department supervisors were able to deci-
pher the seemingly arbitrary charges. For several months, customer
service requests were met with unkept promises that "someone” would
call back.

Shgggglfﬁi Money

In , Fort Llauderdale embarked on @ mammoth improvement proj-
ect called “Waterworks 20117, Implemented to modernize the City's
water, wastewater and sewer infrastructure, a majority of the upgrc:des
were targeted for completion by 2011 [before the City’s Centennial
celebration), hence the snappy moniker. Since the City’s Water and
Sewer Utility is organized as an Enterprise Fund, the project didn't teed
on tax dollars. Funding the upgrades with a titanic tax hi'ke during o
recession was a non-starter - and serial hurricanes in 2004 and 2005
had emptied the City cockie jar. The $557 million initially budgeted
$323 million for improvements to the water system and ;233 millien
or wastewater upgrades) was drawn from revenues raised through
bond issues in 2533, 2006 and 2008. A commen practice, many
municipalities issue bonds repaid by ratepayers to finance their utilities.
In May 2005, the program budget was hiked to $689 million. Due to
extraordinary construction cost increases in 2007; the budget was later
increased to $768 million.

On July 21, 2009, the City Commission approved a surprise plan to
boost income from water and sewer services by 20%. The huge in-
crease wasn't required to maintain funding levels for these services.
Since revenues paid into an enterprise fund should only be used for fund
expenses, the new cash bucket could not be used to offset deficits else-
where in the Cigr budget. Only a fraction of the projected income would
address the fund's opemlionn(expenses and the balance couldn't be
spent on anything else. Budget watchdogs questioned where the money
was going. The consultant w&u recommended the 20% hike blomed it
on "draught conditions and use restrictions.”

For years the City waged marginally successful campaigns promoting
water conservation as puifiulive to the environment and the Fumi|1,r
budget. Finally, the recession prompted consumers to carefully moniter
utility meters and conserve electricity, gas and water. Since funding for
the whopping Waterworks 2011 project was dependent on how attrac-
tive Fort Louderdale’s water business was to potential bond purchasers,
the City's municipal bond consultant warned that the 23% drop in water
sales since 2005 due to conservation use resfrictions threatened to
lower the bond ratings — which would skyrocket the cost of money and
sour future investment. To engineer the blue chip profit margins required
to infoxicate pmseectiv& bond investors, the I[:i'r'_.r Commission app

the draconian 20% rate hike, belatedly bleeding customers for the :
money they saved by conserving water. Continued on poge 8




SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE...SOME
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NONEMEER 19-70; Comelot Doys Medsed Festil -.'|' I Hu!:.rﬁnfl i 762300047

NOVEMBER 19-20: Rucklers 4Zed Annunl “The Harvest Festival”™ Expe, Dode Fo r[xp*{anle 10501 Conal Woy), Micmi, Info. 385-40-0092

NOVEMBER 29: 15 Aenuch STILES Light Un Downtown to benefit Jock 8 il Chidresr's Centes, 301 Est L Oks B, 53080 8:30 pm, Ifo.: S544438772 ext 206
DECEMBER 34: Riptide Nesic Festival, Fost Loudandolz Beach of Harbor De. ond AL, Info.; 3055215280

DECEMBER 34: J"r.h'.ﬂ Garden end Gourmet Food Festvel of Bonnel House, Bonnet House, Info.; 954-563-5303 (SEE AT IN THIS EDTION)

DECEMBER 4 25% Amucd Toys In The Sem Rem (o, Fuck & Bk Sheow, Meskham Pk, 10a.m. 1o 4 pm,, Info.: $54-806-3000

DECEMBEE &: The South Fleridn Conda, HOA & (erop Expo, Bromand County Comvention Center, 10 o.m, o 4 pm, Inka; 2126835700

DECEMBER 9-11: The Mutuocker, Broward Centes A Rene, Ti.: waw ficketmaster, com

DFCEMBER 1325; Cinderella: The Musicel, Beovered Center Au Rene, Ti: www. fickemostes. com




HINGS DO! CHECK OUT WHAT’S GOIN’ ON.
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Info. EEM-M?—EE&& gxt. 75 b 544723755
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5 pm, 6 1o 10 p.m. (4011 Nob Fll #4., Tomovc)
Info.; 561-278-0424 Sam b pm,
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West Polm Baoch Anfiques Festvl Winterest Black Tie Ball

10eh Annual “Men of Style®
The Gallera Mall, & p.m,
Info.: 954-446-0804

Fort Lowdeedide Corees Foie
Marriott Fort Louderdale Narth
11 am. ta 2 p.m.

nfo.: 702-614-9537

Seminale Hord F;ﬂl.'l: Hotel ond Cosing
p.m.
Info.; 954-767-0686
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(Throwgh 12,/11)
Flamingo Gordens
%:30 o.m. fo 4:30 p.m.
Irfo.: 954-473-2955

(Theowgh 12 /4)
South Florida Foirgrounds, WPE
Info.: 94 |-63?-H?5

Baoynon,/Delroy Beoch Boat Parode
START: Bayriton Beoch Infet
ROCEEDS 5 o the 15 [nnu} |n []e{rn-,r

Info.: 561-24 H%SI}

8

Garden of Lights
(Through 12,/11)
3750 5. Famingo Rd., Dinvie
2:30 o.m. to 4:30 p.m.
info.: 954-473-2955

16

Serninole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parode
Intracoostal (from New River in Ft Louderdald
1o Loke Sanka Barboro in Pampono)

610 11:30 pm
17

Polm Beoch Food Aad Wine Festival
(Through 12,11}
Moy Yanues Poross Town, WPE
Iniuwg'. Locations: 561-320-2030

15

lnfo.- 9547670486

G.M.CA. Advisary Boaed Mesting
Hick's licen Restouront, 11 o.m.

First Saturday of Every Manth; Beoch Cleanup,
First Saturdoy of Every Month: North Beach At Walk, 3280 NE 32nd 5t 7 10 11 pm., Infa.: $54-537-3370

Second Saurday of Every Month: Beoch Sweep, Fort Loudendole Beach Park, 1100 Seabreezs Bld., 7 10 11 oum, Info.; 954-593-8501
Mondays: Food Trucks o Artspork, 5:30 1010 p.m., Youngs Circle in Hallywood

Thursdays: BHIF Farmer's Market, Broward Heolth Impenal Point Medicol Arts Polion (633 N Federal Hwy.), 11 . to & pm,
Sumdays: Tou-the River Ghost Tour, Stenabon House & Water Tod, 7:30 pom,, Tiv; 954-5244736

Commertial Bhvd. & the Beach LATS (Meet of Poviion). 9 1o 9:30 a.m, Info.: 954776-1000
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ECEMBER 18
3rd Annuul Fort Lauderdale Jingle Bell Jog 5K
Huizenga Ploza
gk Start Time: 7:30 a.m.- Litde ENf Dashes: 8:30 a.m.
Infle,: 954-651-2732

DECEMBER 23
Beach B-OF'IFH‘E with Music By Jamie Craig & Posicards

Lake Warth {10 Saulh' Ccean Blvd |
{“'CQJITI

Info.; hitps: /'

DECEMB E*{ 24

Menorah Li

Old S:hmFSqume Delray Beach
SuncEwn

Info.: 5612780424

DECEMBER 31
12th Annual MNew Year's Eve Downlown Countdown
SWW 2nd St between SW Znd Ave. & SW dih Ave.,
4:30 pm. to 3 am.
| 54-306-36272

JANUA RY
%unTrusr_Ewndoy Jazz Brunch
Riverwal

Ilam io2pm
Inlo.: 954-396-3627

[ANUARY 6-8
Tort I.uu-:lerdule Beach Collector Car Auction
"».-“-_.":lr Viemarial Auditorium

1 561-533-7945

Fwwewlakeworth.org/events

FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF EVENTS,
GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMIILE.COM

Sotuedays: Saturdoy Night Under the South Florida Stors, Fox Astranomicol Oiservatary of Morkhom Pork, Sunset to Midnight, Info.: 954-284-0442
Daily: Yogo on the Beach, Ocean Manor Resort (4040 Galt Oceon Dr.), 9:30 a.m. {weather permitting), Mats supplied, 510 danation, Open to the Public, Infa.; 754-700-0197 or 516-840-1455
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BLINDS & SHADES

WE BEAT /LL ESTIMATES
ALL BRANDS, ALL STYLES

Lifetime Warranty On All Blinds & Shades
SHOP

FREE %
SERVICE

WE REPAIHSAEI‘.L VERTICALS,
ML

VERTICALS & SHADES
REPAIRED & CLEANED ———

Your One-Stop Service!

=N

Cre . L
= O Window & R
- 1 Off Sliding Glass Door Repairs*

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must menticn coupon at time
of scheduling appointment. Expires 12731118,

- -

1 ey

Repair & Installation

« Maore than 30 years experience
«  Family-owned

« Licensed and insured

« Financing availahle

« A+ rated with the BBB

954-421-0390

Call today for a free estimate!

R ERNODVED
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O

gulfstream

windows & sliding doors

Wober...Confinoed

A series 2008 Water & Sewer Bonds Feasibility Report recommended that
the City perform and implement a rate study to "sluiiliz&" funding for Ca
ital Improvements. Awarded the project, the 51, Augustine firm of%urlun f
Assaciales completed the Final Draft Rerori on May 13, 2009 [FY] - Burtan
& Associates was ocquired in early 2016 by Colorade-based Hawksley
Consulting - a subsidiary of engineering megafirm MWH Global - which
was acquired in May by Cunm?iun design juggernaut Stantec - Yikes). The
Burton Rate Study was sent fo environrnenrull engineers Milian, Swain & As-
sociates, Inc. lo vel its environmental soundness and te Fidelity Financial
Services to insure that it would meet investor expectations for fund profits,
On July 2, 2009, Frank Hall of Fidelity Financial Services wrote to former
Director of Public Works Albert Carbon “The City of Fort Llauderdale pro-
posed uTililz rate structure will be viewed favorably by the rating agencies,
assuming that there are no significant operating expenses beyond the
amount previously projected.

Ghost Fees
Grounding their rate plan on the Burton and Associates study, the Commis-
sion enacted City Ordinance C-09-21, amending the water, wastewater
and starmwater rate schedule for 250,000 water & wastewater customers
in Fort Lauderdale, Port Everglades, lavderdale-by-the-5ea, Oakland Park,
Sea Ronch Lakes, Wilton Manors, parts of Davie ond Tamarac and parts
of unincorporated Broward County. It was initially increased by 10% (5%
on August 1, 2009 and 5% on August 1, 2010]. Usage rates were also
reorganized, that is to say, the financial burden was redistributed to
ratepayers in single family homes, multifamily properties and commercial
customers. Lastly, a list of bogus new charges was hatched. Since the new
rates alone wouldn't adequately fatten rhegfund's baotiom line, the Water
geivices Department would also bill customers for services they didn't
eliver,

Of these “ghost” fees used to jerk profits, the “Service Availability Charge”
held a special paradax for snowbirds. Customers who discontinue active
service would now incur o monthly charge fer the “thearetical availability”
of water and/or wastewater service lo their property. Since the City incurs
fixed costs te maintain a degree of service readinass for o property, they
urel charging residents for the opportunity to buy water as an offset to this
ouliay.

Snowbirds that simply turn off their water must still minimally pay $6.86 a
manth for water they don't receive and ot least $10.06 a month to dis-
charge the non-existent water [sewer charge]. To escape this charge, for-
mer or intermittent customers could no longer simply stop using water; they
must either prove that they no longer own the Fropar L of remove any foi-
lets, sinks, |§UI:E?S, spigots and water meters, If they decide to reinstall
these fixtures, they are charged $150 to reconnect. A decade after his
home was flattened by Hurricane Wilma, a former customer who later fried
to sell the empty lot first had to setfle a lien for thousands of dollars that
had since annually accrued from this thinly veiled tax.

Whether crafted to satisty projected annual operating expenses, capital
funding requirements, operating and capital reserve targets — or to ensure
compliance with the terms of the bond issue - the 2009 Rate Study also
recommended annual five percent [5%) Water and Sewer rate increases
through Fiscal Year 2014, However, the City Commission balked at ap-
proving the future annual increases, anticipating that a planned 2011 rate
study might auger a revision to the funding formula.

Shareholders vs. Ratepayers

They were right. Two years later, the Ci%ﬂnca again recruited Burton and
Associates to craft the 2011 rate study. On August 23, 2011, while re-
viewing the 2011 study at a City Commission Workshop, Burton and Asso-
ciates’ Senior Yice President Andrew Burnham praised the report for
successfully balancing water conservation measures with the City's bond-
helder obligations. A closer inspection of the Bond Issues revealed why the
projected income from the expfoding Water and Sewer rates far exceeded
the system’s operational expenses. Buried in sach Bond lssue was o Rate
Covenant contractually backed by the City.

It states, “The City has covenanted in the Bond Resolution that it will fix,
charge and collect reasenable rates and charges for the use of the services
and ?uciliﬂes furnished by the Woter and Sewer System and that it will ad-
just such rates and charges from time to time by increasing or decreasing
the same or any salacmg categories of rates and charges as often as it
shall appear necessary so that the Net Revenues received in each Fiseal

Year... Continued on page 10
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CONFUSED

ABOUT THEC HAN G Es

Licensed Medicare Specialist
with 15 years experience offering:

Call Gary Kempler at

954-328-5418
or send an email to
garyk@creativefinancial.us

Low Cost Medicare Supplements
Part D Prescription Drug Plans
Mo Cost Medicare Advantage Plans

CREATIVE FINANCIAL NETWORK
221 East Prospect Boulevard
Oakland Park, FL 33334

I o54-328-5418

Affordable Rates On:

Long Term and Home Care Coverage
Life and Disability Insurance
Guaranteed Income for Life

Medicare Annual Enrollment Period Starts October 15th

MEDICAL

* Personalized Services for Primary Care and Urgent Needs
* Open 7 days from 9am to 7pm by Appointments and Walk-In
* On-Site: Laboratory, X-Ray, Ultrasound, and EKG

» Physician On-Call 24/7 for Health Questions and Concerns

* Most US Insurance and International Plans Accepted

2985 North Ocean Boulevard, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33308
(954) STAT-MED [782-8633] www.statmedclinic.com
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Woter...Confinued

... will equal at least one hundred twenty-five percent (125%) of the Prin-
cipal unﬂ Interest Requirements for such Fiscal Year, on all Bonds then
Cutstanding plus one hundred percent [100%) of all amounts required to
be deposited to the Reserve Account, the Renewal, Replacement and Im-

rovement Account, the Suberdinated Indebtedness Account, and the
Eme Stabilization Account for such Fiscal Year,”

It also provides that if the City collects Impact Fees [which it dees), and
includes those receipts in calculating its compliance with the rate
covenant, “the City further covenants that the Net Revenues received in
each Fiscal Year, together with the Impact Fees..., os applicable, will be
sufficient to provide an amount in such Fiscal Year at least equal to one
hundred thirty percent [130%) of the Principal and Interest Requirements
for such Fiscal Yeor on account of the Bonds then Outstanding.” The rate
schedule would hove to generate sufficient revenues to fundn;ﬁe system's
operational needs, plump a Chinese menu of support accounts and re-
serves, cover 130% of its elephantine debt service while inflating a profit
bubble large encugh to impress investors. Actually, this was a minimum
rﬁqlgrimenf — the tund cushion usually hovered between 150 to 200% of
the debt.

Along with a new Master Meter Velume charge and Non-Residential Im.
pact Fees, the "2011 Rate Study” prompted the City Commission to
adopt an annual rate indexi? policy for Water and Sewer services. The
annual rate adjustment would be scheduled as the greater of (1) the an-
nual change [measured in May of each year) in the United States Con-
sumer Price Index Water & Seweroge Maintenance Series (the "CPI"), or
(2] five percent [5%).

Ostensibly due to fastgrowing repair and replocement costs, the 2011
Rate Stud recommen?ed complementing the annual 5% rate hike with a
1.0% ﬂncrl 7 5% increase for Fiscal Year 2012 and Fiscal Year 2013,
respectively. On September 20, 2011, the City Commission enacted City
Ordinance C-11-21 (Effective October 1, 2011), ance again amending
the water, wastewater and stormwater rate schedule. Commissioners
adopted o Water and Sewer rate increase of 6.75% for Fiscal Year
2012 (i.e., 5.75% actual change in the CPl for 2011, plus an addi-
tional 1.0%). For Fiscal Year 281 3 the 'Ch;f adopted o &.75% rate in-
crease (the annual 5% increase plus an additional 1.75%). The City
Commission also established the 5.0% rate increase for Fiscal Year
2014 that it deferred two years earlier, along with a 5.0% annual in-
crease for each Fiscal Year therealter. Ulpping the bond rating from “AA"
to “AA+", Stondard & Poor's credit analyst Paul Costa cited *...manage-
rbnenf's: demonstrated willingness to adjust rates on a regular, recurring
asis.

By 2014, tumbling interest rates mepl&d City Manager Lee Feldman to
buy down the fung's early debt. The steroidal rate hikes wouldn't only
address the “fast-growing repair and replacement costs”; they would
"quick-fix” a bottom-line boost to the fund's financial projections in
preparation for another run at the bond market. Cn November 4, 2014,
the City issued Series 2014 bonds, rﬂisin? $121,520,000. Along with
minimum fees of $25,000 and $20,000 for Bond Counsel Albert del
Castillo, Esq. and Disclosure Counsel Steve Bullock, P.A., res.pecrivelg—
the proceeds were directed toward refinancing $31,865,000 of its Se-
ries 2006 Water and Sewer Revenue bonds and $98 640,000 of its Se-
ries 2008 bonds, The buyback netted an estimated value savings of
$9,930,510, with an average annual savings of $660,651.

On April 19, 2016, the Ciz raised another $164,409,000 by the sale
of Series 2016 Water and Sewer Revenue Refunding Bonds. ﬁm pro-
ceeds were used to knock off the remaining $53.1 million in Series
2006 Water and Sewer bonds, $31 million of its Series 2008 bonds,
$72.4 million of Series 2010 bonds along with the outstanding balances
of $5.6 million and $11.8 million for 2003 and 2004 State Revolving
Fu“d |SRF) loans. The net present value savings is estimated at $10.2
million.

Rate Rip-Of: Galt Mile Drops the Ball

Fearful of clarifying how each painful boost to water & sewer charges
was a gift to invesfors, officials instead focused on how the financial bur-
den would be equitably distributed across the customer base. To help
spin this distortion, the new rate scales for single and multifamily homes
were made the same. Unfortunately, how they are opplied was nat,

The rate ordinance openly punishes residents living in condominiums and

cooperatives. |denfical multitier rate scales that increase with consump-
tion (water charges) - or d'rs:::hcrg[]e [sewer charges) - are uﬁplied to
water & sewer customers in single family and multi-family homes. In-
creased by 44% since 2009, in 2014 - 17, the 5 fiers or “rate multipli-
ers” used as water consumption coefficients are $2.10, $4.65, $5.81,
$7.84 and §11.37. Although these rate tiers were UPEIiEd across the
board [along with fixed commedity charges), the bleck rate formula
used to calculate consumption and discharge costs (1000 gallons per
menth multiplied by the number of units) ferce customers in common in-
terest associotions to pay more than their single family counterparts

[See Tables Below).

Except for customers who use or discharge less than 1000 gallans of
waler c{:vs,-r month, rates from a higher tier [AKA “block rme"?are in-
voiced to multifamily homeowners who use or discharge the some
amount of water as single-fomily homeowners. As a result, an associo-
tion unit owner can pay up fo 90% more than a single family home-
awner for identical water consumption and sewer d?schc:rge. For
example, the block rate for a single fomily homeowner who uses 2000
gallons per month is $2.10 for each 1000 gallons (total of $4.20). A
condo owner who consumes the same 2000 gallons is billed at a block
rate of $2.10 for the first 1000 gallons, and at a block rate of $4.45
for the second 1000 gallons [total of $6.75] - 61% maore than the sin-
gle family homeowner.

The disparity continues when these 2 homeowners dump their used
waler. 'Fh& single family homeowner is charged a sewer block rate of
$3.71 for draining off every 1000 gallons ?rctﬂl of $7.42). The compa-
rable sewer block rate for our condo owner is $3.71 for draining the
first 1000 gallons, and $8.22 for the second 1000 gallons [total of
$11.93) or 41% more than the single family homeowner. With every
rate increase, the discrepancy widens, as clyoes the tax differential.
Since funds budgeted annually by Galt Mile associations tor Water &
Sewer expenses range from $50,000 to $220,000, this inexplicable
45 - 90% "premium” inflates unit owner maintenance charges by $tens
of thousands, seriously cutting into the family food budget.

When this inequity was posed to City Commissioner Bruce Roberts at
the January 21, 2010 Advisory Boord meeting, he offered to bring sew
eral water department specialists to the February Presidents Council
meeting, affording association officials an upporfuni't:y to air their con-
cerns to a presumably authoritative resource. At the February 1, 2010
meeting in the Gallean, when queried about the disparity in how the
black usage rates were applied to single family homes and associo-
tions, the two purported experts from Water Services claimed they were
barred from discussing any single family customer's invoices without
their express permission. Preoccupied with incessant beach renourish-
ment delays, salvaging the Gali Library from the 2010 Broward budget
axe, and g:mling; a mandated sprinkler retrafit — when confronted by
the City officials” clumsy dodge, the neighberhood association dropped
the ball - and the billing disparity was relegated to the back burner.

Single Family Residential Water

Consumption Rate
Block 1 0-3,000 $2.10
Block 2 4,000 - 8,000 $4.65
Block 3 9,000-12,000 $5.81
Block 4 13,000 - 20,000 $7.84
Block 5 >20,000 $11.37

Single Family Residential Sewer

Consumption Rate
Block 1 0-3,000 $3.71
Block 2 4,000 - 20,000 $8.22
Block 3 >20.000 N/A

Continued on page 11
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Water...Continoed
Multi-Family Residential Water
Consumption Rate
Block 1 0- 1,000 $2.10
Block 2 2,000 - 3,000 $4.65
Block 3 4,000 - 5,000 $5.81
Block 4 6,000 - 8,000 $7.84
Block 5 =8,000 $11.37
Multi-Family Residential Sewer
Consumption Rate
Block 1 0-1,000 $3.71
Block 2 2,000 - 8,000 $8.22
Block 3 =8.000 N/A
Rate Parity Revisited

Six years later, when Galt Mile Treasurer Fred MNesbitt
discovered inexplicable spikes in the water bills of a
half dozen Galt Mile associations, he asked Commis-
sioner Bruce Roberts to investigate the bills in hopes of
revealing some shared ruriomﬂe for these billing
anomalies. At o follow-up meeting with Roberts and
City Manager Lee Feldman, Galt Mile officials altered
the agenda, and revisited the billing inequity that
forces association homeowners to pay more than
sing|e fumihr customers for identical services.

Feldman initially suggested that the discrepancy might
be ascribed to a higher cost incurred by the city for
maintaining the water and sewer lines servicing an os-
sociation. Galt Mile President Pio leraci pointed out
that the city must maintain roughly 600 water and
sewer lines for 300 single family customers. In con-
trast, for the 300 unit owners in a high-rise commaon in-
terast community, the Cih,r must crnhr maintain the two
or three metered lines (i.e. domestic water, irrigation,
etc.) that service the association building. Once the
lines enter the structure, maintenance responsibility is
assumed by the association and paid for by the unit
owners. The city spends far less on readiness expenses
for the two or three lines used by association home-
owners than for hundreds that service o compurubla
number of single ﬁ;:mﬂ\l,r customers.

Ultimately conceding that there seemed no justifiable
reason for the skewed billing formula, Feldman told the
Galt Mile officials that ancther rate study was in
progress, and when completed, would provide an op-
wrtunig to explore elimination of the double standard.

hen Galt Mile V.P. Eric Berkowitz asked if such a
correction might be made retroactive, Feldman went
mute. If the disparity is quashed, how much unit own-
ers Wi" save on assessments WI‘“ dEPEI’Id an 'hE dEgTEE
that consumcijﬁon rates are decreased for associations
or increased for single family homes. To achieve rate
parity without eroding Fund revenues, the final formula
will likely be calculated by averaging the two block
rate scur;es. If s0, the current 50 %1}% premiums paid
by associations will be halved, and the savings passed
fo unit owners, Hopaﬁ.rlly, completion of the rate study
will end the double standard. If not, we'll be back.

Robbing Peter to Pay Poul

While there is no Florida statute or administrative code that restricts municipali-
fies from using Enterprise Fund revenues for General Fund expenses, such prohi-
bitions are offen regulated by bond covenants - or mandated in the Enterprise
Fund's Organizing documents as o “best practices” provision that returns profits
to customers in the form of a rate reduction, Mot surprisinghr, local governments
have been mocnwalking around these restrictions for mere than 3 Eh:c:des,
shiﬁing supposedly dedicated funds to remedy bad luck or bad p|c:nning.

When a 2011 budget shortfall was pressuring City Commissioners to break a
2009 promise to maintain the millage rate, City Manager Lee Feldman took ad-
vantage of a 30-year old Florida Supreme Court decision that allows municipali-
fies to earn a reasonable dividend from a City-owned utility (like any other
shareholding investor), which the Ci?: could use for whatever purpose deemed
in the public interest. Using this loophole, Feldman legally transferred $5 million
from the Water and Sewer Enterprise fund to diminish the General Fund deficit.
The modest transfer continued annually until 2016, when Feldman upped the
budgetary Band-Aid to $20 million.

Since the initial 2009 rate increase, the City had annually elaimed credit for
maintaining water and sewer rates substantially below those of neighboring mu-
nicipalities. Feldman’s large transfer triggered suspicions that the savings was o

product of infrastructure neglect. These fears were fanned by claims in a

rch 2016 city report that Fort Lauderdale was only spending $1¢ million an-
nually for system maintenance, less than two thirds of the $32.% million alle-
cated annually by the average city, especially since 40% of Fort Lauderdale’s
deteriorating water & ae.-wersiines are more than 60 years old.

When Sunrise Boulevard ot NL.E 20th Avenue was closed by a ruptured water
main on Christmas Day in 2015, City spokesman Chaz Adams announced “The
city is not experiencing a significant increase in the frequency of pipes break-
ing. Unfortunately, when pipes break on a major holiday, it creates the misper-
ception that they are occurring with greater Frequancy." he March report
FEETES Adam's Fﬂil’}f Tale, noting 55 ruptured water mains 3 years ago and 93
last year while extrapolating 156 breaks in 2016.

Irate budget watchdogs, neighborhood leaders and the Sun-Sentinel Editorial
Board questioned why revenues were being stripped from the Water and Sewer
Fund to subsidize the budget instead of rebuilding the failing infrastructure. To
dampen growing anxiety, City officials offered a 'u'arie%' of responses. Mayor
Jack Seiler noted that the $20 million transfer staved off an 18% property tax in-
crease. Spokesperson Chaz Adams said that the City report about underfunded
infrastructure maintenance had mistakenly omitted projects financed through a
separate wastewater fund. Combining the outlays, Adams inveighed that %E
City was spending more than $40 million annually on system upgrades. Irked
by the transfer, District 2 Commissioner Dean Trantalis said, “l would want to re-
verse the policy and start using the money where it was intended.” Admitting
that the City has been operating without a cohesive maintenance playbook,
both Seiler and Bruce Roberts referenced a master plan that was currently being
compiled, which would expedite the replacement of aging pipes and planned
fortitications against flooding exacerbated by rising sealevels.

While nD!:H::d)r wants a tax hike, residents are underslundu[:ﬂy fearful that skim-
ming revenues from the Water and Sewer Fund may short-change infrastructure
upgrades required to maintain the system’s structural integrity. However, if the
City complied with the rate covenant, ratepayers have already funded the sys-
tem’s operational & maintenance requirements, fleshed out the reserve accounts
and provided for 130% of its Olympian debt service.

In 511:::rr#, whether the transfer was creative fiscal management or s||'ppery book-
cocking depends on the account from which the money was appropriated. If the
transferred funds were whc:"}r sourced from the heh}r debt cushion forced on
ratepayers fo protect bondholders, it didn't reduce repair and replacement fund-
ing, and fears of bartering the system’s future are unfounded. Conversely, if the
funds were pilfered from infrastructure maintenance, ratepayers forced to cough
up an offset down the road will be paying for the same repairs twice. As o
savvy City Manager, it is highly unlikely that Lee Feldman would shoot himself in
the 50::1 — but anything is possitle in City Hall, so how about 7 to 5 and pick
JEITI .
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EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
Chip LaMarca’s OCTOBER 2016 Newsletter

In his October 2016 Newsletter, District 4 Broward Commissioner Chip LaMarca announces a resumption of the Segment Il Broward Beach Project couched in o “before and
after” comparative pictorial, outlines an award winning water main project at Fort Lauderdale-Holl International ggpwl and congratulates airport director Mark Gale
for his appointment to the Board Conference of Minority Transportation Officials, applauds Broward County Animal Care and Adoption Division for upping its five

refease rate and participating in the Perfect Exposure Project - which equips staff with shutterbug skills to facilitate animal adoptions.

As LoMarca reports, the final stage of the Segment Il Broward Shore Preservation Project will expand the Fort Lavderdale beach between Taylor Birch State Park and
Terramar Street. Although that beach doesn’t qualify as a particularly popular destination site for Golt Mile residents, its remourishment shovld spin off a fiscol dividend,

The Beach plan’s original architect was former Broward Beach Administrator Stephen Higgins. In characterizing the backbone of his beach maintenance . Higgins

nﬁserved,p’fﬂe smabﬂl’ry of any beach segment depends on the mmﬁmynf the adjacent mgggnfs.”ﬁfnr to his 2011 retirement, Iﬂgﬁsﬁ.{mﬂu«adhm

that tidal erosion can be diminished to the extent that the County shoreline is inclusively addressed as a single structural entity.

While subsequent beach bosses Eric Myers and Nicole Sharp reconfigured EE" t Il plan os required to meet evolving regulatory mems,ﬂﬁz remained faithful to
i J

Higgin’s sl'ml'egi.eﬁww put, since completing the final leg of stabilize the entire Broward coast and extend the vseful life beach fill, it will also
serve to delay the need to bang taxpayers for the mext “shared cost” round of sond, a consequence that should resonate favorably on the Galt Mile. For LaMarca’s October

Chip LaMarca’s

OCTOBER 2016 Newsletter

erdale, which is the northern limits of Hugh Taylor Birch State Park.

Work stopped in front of Hugh Taylor Birch State Park and will resume on Movember 1,
2016, following the end of sea turtle nesting season. At that time, sand delivery opero-
tions will recommence using the NE 18th Street and Sunrise Boulevard access points in
Fort Lauderdale. Approximately one mile of beach remains to be completed, from Hugh
Taylor Birch State Park at the north to Terramar Street to the south. The remaining portion
of the project is scheduled to be completed by mid-January 2017.

With the devastating conditions that we could hove experienced from Hurricane Motthew
recently, it is essential that we confinue the efforts of saving and rencurishing our beaches
in Broward County. South Florida beaches are an economic engine that atiract more than
9.3 million visitors per year, while contributing $548 million m%mwurd County's econ-
omy and creating ]P??,;){}D full time equivalent jobs.

For more information please visit hitp:/ /vwww . broward .org /beachrenourishment. You can
also learn about the importance of beach renourishment by watching Video: Beach Re-
nourishment Explained.

| am honored o serve as your County Commis. Fort Lovderdole International Airport Update
5“3‘”'?:;! TEF}TESE”S;"E E?”Ihcé’m‘r':;‘ll EDF‘II‘I‘IrIJI'IIfIES Broward County's Fort Lau erdur:-Hollywood International Airport [FLL) “FLL West Side
f“’-:d é’}’l mltln I Lok raf h{_:'rhl_ ht Water Main Improvements Project” was recently awarded first place for the Project of the
fnu %r axa. d?_'lje qre.some recen: Mghiighis Year Award by the American Society of Civil Engineers, Broward Branch which recog-
rom Broward County. nizes projects that demonstrate design and construction excellence. In order to meet T?IE
water needs of teday and the future development engineers designed, and installed more
than 5,000 feet of underground pipes, with minimal disturbance to traffic and airport op-
eration during construction.

Dear Broward County Residents,

Beach Renourishment Project Set to Resume

On January 4th, 2016, after nearly twenty years
in the making, the Segment |l Shore Protection
Project commenced. ﬁ'le project was 80% com-

p|ele h}r the end of April when it was temporar- In other FLL related news, our vary pwn uipor] dlrsclon Mark Gise veat recen“? %)r;nfer-

. : ointed by the Broward County Aviation Departments as a Member of the Board

ily hﬂhe'if{’r Tlhefje':’ _':l’f 5"3? gunlehnes,”n m Enca of Minority T:'u::lns,[;u::rrh:ltiq:::'lwg'llII Officials [COMTO). The COMTO's mission is to ensure a
5&(&5Gn. 9’.“}: }'rd u'irhml 65018 ea'r: | WSE'EI'ED GUCIJG level p||::|3,ring field and maximum participation in the transportation industry for minority in-
:::Ir:“ r;n;;unréf ;:-.d\:':ilefgfr?:;;nc{:ise}rduneﬂhﬂb“ﬁl dividuals, businesses and communities of color rhmugh advocacy, information 5|'H::|r'rng,
Rl iy dunefwere e e mgratony  iraining, education, and professional development. Mr. Gale has been a long time active
aleng the bl kil Sorilate Vil sea rape member and was chosen because of his leadership, efforts and accomplishments.

and sea oat p|unﬁr1gs. 1.4 miles in Pompano
Beach and northern Louderdale-By-The-Sea was
completed in full from Southeast 4th Street in
Pompano Beach to Sunset Lane in Lauderdale-
By-The-Sea, narth of Anglin's Pier. The southern
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea/Fort Lavderdale beach
was completed from Datura Avenue, south of
Anglin's Pier to NE 14th Court in Fort laud-

Animal Care and Adoption Initiatives

Broward County Animal Care and Adoption is dedicated to helping animals in every way
possible. Live Release Rate is an important way Animal Care measures success and it is a
measure of how many dog and cats are rescu&d, udopt&d, returned to their owner or re-
leased in a given timeframe. The estimates revealed that several changas implemented this

Continsed on poge 14



DIORS COMMENTARY

COMMENTARY:

Commissioner Roberts December 2016 Newsletter

*In his November / December 2016 Newsletter, after welcoming the
Holiday Season, City Commissioner Bruce Roberts mokes o pre-Election
Day effort 1o engender approval for the ill-fated penny sales tax - for
the third time in 5 months. Building on last year's 81h place ranking in
data and technology by Digital Cities, Fort Louderdale rated Digit
Cities 2016 “Best of the Web” recognition by for its new website’s
bells and whistles. After reporting o Commission dedision to decline ap-
proval for couching an upgrudadrzdlariu in a massive mixed-use com-
EI“ laced with condos and puﬁrlgskmued public use trade-offs,

oberts snapshots progress of a 2014 10-year plan to compensate for
rising sea levels with a 3-phase reconfiguration of the City's Stormwa-
Ierﬂrusrruchre. Roberts wraps up his message with some calendar
tweaks.

VEXED VOTERS TANK TAX

On Election Day, the Broward electorate rejected a funding source cov-
eted by Broward County ond its 31 municipalities. When voters

scrapped one of the two holf-penny surtax Ballot Questions, the other
one died by proxy. Although Broward voters pathologically boot sales
tax ballot requests, pundits and stakeholders Iledozﬁﬂng voters to
help determine whether either proposal should be recycled — or buried.

The County hod announced plans to ask the electorate for permission to
fund @ holt dozen Wuw-s?lu i?hl rail systems with o seventy-five
cent sales tax (ostensibly for “Transpertation Infrastructure Improve-
ments”), and split proceeds with its cifies on o 70 — 30 basis, but the
cities wanted a bigger cut and unfettered spending discretion. When the
County balked, the cities threatened to place their own one cent soles
tax proposal on the sume ballot. The two initiatives would have incre-
mentally driven up the County soles tax to 7.75% (the highest in the
state), 1|'ir1ul:l|'!NI oranteeing “Mutuvally Assured Destruction” - the
f:;i.lﬂ of both baollot questions. Instead - they rolled out o bargaining
table.

The County’s 31 municipalities, led by Weston Mayor Daniel Stermer,
staunchly opposed tethering revenues to transportation infrastructure
improvements, each citing a litany of more pressing needs. The dities
sought funds to enhance stormwater drai upgrade fire and police
fleets, fix roads, rehobilitate aging City buildings — and plug other
deficits. They also didn’t trust the County to foirly administer the distri-
bution of ad valorem resources collected over the proposed 30-year
surtax litespan, Since this Chinese menu of munidpal shortfalls also
varied by Jurisdiction, edectic funding objectives were collectively mar-
keted as “infrastructure improvements”.

Finally, on June 22 the County and Cities agreed to share the proceeds
derived of two separate half penny surtaxes. Although revenues col-
lected in the first 20 years would be divided equally between the
County and Cities, during the final ten years, the County would also
snag 40% of the Cities” infrastructure income stream, upping its share
te 70%. In total, about 59% of the estimated 513 - Si?l:ilﬁiun tom-
bined windfall would be channeled into County coffers (roughly $8.8
billion) - leaving the Cities to divvy up the remaining 41%',1*-"10“1 $6.1
billion) - based on their respective population demographics. To insure
unilateral commitment, unless both measures were approved ot the

lls, neither would be implemented. In hindsight, perhaps “Victory or
Eurh" was an overly ambitious endgome.

Despite a July 13 memo by County Attorney Joni Armstrong Coffey ex-
horting that state law prohibits local governments from using public
funds to advocate for ballot initiatives, proponents who bumasurhm h
$1.1 million in tax dollars to plaster ads across buses, benches and
screens fip-toed around the statutory prohibition by characterizing the
Bramﬂnnnl exgendilures os “Voter Education™. A website colled “A
enny at Work” listed the projects that the County and each mmit}pd-
ity would fund with anticipated revenves. Adhering to the tenets o
CoHey's memo, County and City Commissioners who pumped out con-
stituent newsletters carefully avoided advocacy terminology while de-

stribing surtax benefits — as exemplified by Commissioner Roberts” thrice de-
livered surtax message.

YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW

Prior to winning his seat on the Broward Board, Former Hollywood State Sen-

ator Steven Geller commented “When somebody tells me what they're going

to build in 30 years, | have very little confidence. Those are not even accurate

esses.” A staunch advocate of Broward's Transportation infrastructure,

ounty Commissioner Tim Ryan repeatedly voiced doubts about whether

Broward voters would deliver a thirty-year supply of blank checks to their re-

spective ciies.

For decodes, Broward residents wotched scores of locol officiols tried and
jailed for monkeying with public funds — and three fimes as many who dodged
the dink by selling out crooked cohorts ofter being cought and turned by F

eral Authorities. Although stakehalders hoped that multi-level oversight would
help diffuse the lingering impact of this sustained abuse, thousands o

Broward voters remained skull-blocked about showering 30 years of unknown
successors with annual truckloads of discrefionary cash,

Unlike advocates entranced by the prospect of a bottomless wallet, numerous
officials worned that two interlinked half penny surtax proposals would fo-
tally confuse an electorate already distrustful of local government spending.
Ryan remarked, “Many, many people will look ot it skeptically. Why? ...be-
cause government has a long and storied history of wasting money.”

Needless to say, the sales tax crashed and burned. Although the county pro-
posal squeaked through by 51 percent to 49 percent, voters crushed the dty
measure by 38.2 percent to 61.8 percent. The result wasn't unexpected.
While some cities made o credible effort to educate residents about the bene-
fits, others took a nap. As a result, o sizable pool of voters descended on the
polls with a hand-waving knowledge of the surtax. Despite a widely pro-
moted admonition that both half-penny sales tax proposals would have to
p::s l;; either to be enacted, thousands of voters said yes to one and ne to
the other.

When questioned about why they tanked the surtax upon exiting the polls,
some voters complained that attempts to educate the public in their dty were
disjointed and Ic;ed credibility. Others generally opposed sales toxes as un-
fair and regressive (creating a greater burden on lower-income residents.)
While agreeing with the underlying reason for the tax - and utltmwlei%i

the for infrastructure upgrades, many voters concluded that elect :ﬂfi-
cials were in no position to make promises about how the revenves would be
spent over thirty years.

SELLING SNAKE 0IL

The only readily ovailable resource for exploring how each governmental ben-
eficiary would disburse its share of the tax revenves was the promotional
website “A Penny ot Work”. Unfortunately, the website created as much con-
fusion as it dispelled. Revenues anticipated by recipient municipalities didn"t
match with the cost of their planned projects - often by a country mile. For in-
stance, although Davie muls have taken o $330 million bite of the apple, the
City listed $95 million in projects, leaving Davie residents unclear about where
Commissioners would bury the remaining $235 million. Conversely, Hollywood
plonned to fund $1.861 billion in project costs with its 5495 million share of
the windfall - prompting Hollywood voters to load up on Pepto-Bismal.

Closer to home, the S147 million in projects listed I:,r Fort Lavderdale is onl
25% of the 5588 million enrmurker for the County’s largest city. Not one éiy
Commission hod approved any of the municipal lists posted on r;’e website.
The Sun Sentinel Editorial Board opined that the lists were creative writing ex-
ercises by City Manogers, who merged their respective cities’ 5-year Copital
plans with long-term wish lists. Although projects listed by the municipalities
proved useless for extrapolating how each city would allocate its share of the
annual distribution, ot least each project was fitted with a cost estimate, The
County’s fiscal intentions were more obscure,

Contined on page 14



LoMosco....Confinued

r could produce a liverelease rate of 70% or greater
or FY2014, In FY2015 the total live-release rate was
59%. As of this summer, the live-release rate is approxi-
mately 76%. Some of these initiatives included the
Porlngie Sterilization Unit, new Spay and Neuter Pro-
Emms and the creation of a Community Cat Management

ram. We are very proud of our progress and are
working hard to become a “No Kill g‘.‘auna‘y."

Additionally, Broward County Animal Care recently partic-
ipated in the Perfect Exposure Project in early October in
order to enhance the staff's hmogmph}r and marketin
skills. The Perfect Exposure Project is designed to develop
the creative and marketing skills of shelter staff and volun-
teers. The goal is to save mare lives through effective phe-
tographing and promotion of adoptable pets. Along with
hands-on Iruininf; the Broward County Animal Care and
Adoption staff also received photographic supplies at no
cost fo the county.

For more infermation on these programs and other animal
care information please visit
http:/ /www.broward.org/Animal.

The Resident's Guide to Government provides a conven-
ient resource to help people stay connected to their local
government. It includes contact information for County offi-
cials and Federal, State, and local agencies. Visitors can
subscribe to E-news and social media sites. Please sign up
at Broward.org/District4 to receive email updates from
our office. If there is anything that we can do to assist you
with your vision for a better Broward, please do not hesi-
tate to contact our office at $54-357-7004 or by email at
clamarca@broward.org.

As always, it is my honer fo serve you,
Best regards,

Chip Lallarca

GET
20% OFF

Editor’s Commentary... Confinued

County plans to enhance t rtation infrastructure were driven hl growing public frustration
with gridlock and the lack of a countywide transportation system. Since more than 80% of the
County share would have been spent for operations and mlzﬂenuce of existing bus routes and
a sed light roil expansion, the costs were omitted for hundreds of Cnmll projects
liiH on the website with the exception of the 51.5 billion light rail extension to Port Ever-
glades.

After outlining enhancements to its bus service, Broward County Transit busted out its center-
piece - Streetcar service at Port Everglodes, Fort Louderdale / Hollywood lﬂmm,
and o 14-mile extension into West Broward along some unidentified east — west t g
ultimately linking Sawgrass Mills, Nova University, the BET Center, etc.. While Streetcars are
slow ond inflexible — essentially @ second rate transportation venve — Commissioners and FDOT
officials were suffic intrigued by their rumored positive impact on development to gomble

Shillions on o handful of initial routes.

Count ts hod also promised t widespreod about gri iz-

o rlhc e, ting slen “Adptvs Sgnl ot prfcs and e “Fr Gpt ot

work Improvements” as County tratfic engineers recently mﬂed that these

mﬂs would have no mea impact on gridlock since of traffic lights had already
optimized. Proponents fishing for votes used this scam to bait the hook.

The sales tax featured one unique fiscal benefit. Since more than 30% of the revenuves would be

provided by visiting tourists, Broward residents would only have to cough up less than 70% of

project costs. Voters had to weigh this subsidy against a s-mud s libretto, and the
eerie prospect that some of those who may ultimately select funding targets were cwrrently ex-
ploring the mysteries of Kindergarten.

BACK TO SQUARE ONE

Shtalha(nuﬂ_fm“wnlldhmnbau d if it hadn't been linked to the sal,

it may be revisited on a future Broward ballot. The Cities may return to the drawing

the proposed tax or revive a plan originally crafted by the Broward Metropolitan Plan-
i, el G el o
I officiols. More 3 fake o rom 17 other Browa i
ties ond oddress recession-borne infrastructure deficits in the bond market.

In Palm Beach, officials asked for o sales tax ¢ at $2.7 billion to fix roads, upgrade
schools, fund several na:‘rrdmhdlﬂmnt s — and sunset after 10 years — or when the
mg;:iruchad. It passed. In Broward, offidals asked for a Golden Goose and said “trust me”.
It What a shock. To check out Commissioner Roberts’ entire November / December 2016
Newsletter, read on — [editor]"e

954-292-6553
2ndstudios@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 2016 DISTRICT 1 NEWSLETTER

Season's Greelings I:aga. A sign language translation option is available on each page and trans-
The Holiday Seasen is right around the corner so | would like to mtes Web fext to sign language for improved ease of use, A custom-built Ethics
wish you uﬁ'u safe and tamily-filled time. Our District confinues o Trac application offers better fransparency in the city by tracking the details of
grow with new neighbors, projects and enhancements. We truly ap-  government/lobbyist interactions. This feature eliminates the need for manual log-
preciate the Dpi:mﬂunily to work with and serve you, as we fingso]u- ging and expedites public noticing. The implementation of a citizen request man-
tions that will allow the City to remain one of the most beautiful and  agement system lets residents request services and report issues quickly and

best cities in which to live, work, play and raise a family. Be safe  easily. By using Scorecard, citizens can track progress on key initiatives and look
and let us all welcome 2017 with high srilrils, a vision for the future  at the city's larger strategic plan,

el

and a pride in ocur home - Fort Lauderda

Galleria Live Project Updute
Surtox Resolution The project was not approved &2 at the Planning & Zoning Board an Wednes-
This article was in our July/August AND S%remberfc}crcber day, 10/19/16. At this time, we are not aware of their plans for moving for-
newsletter but | felt it important to repeat: The County Commission  ward. | will keep you uvpdated.

held a special meeting on June 24th and tock actions to address the

Transportation and Infrastructure Surtox issues. The County Commis-  Stormwater information

sion approved a 2 cent surtax for Transportation and 2 cent surtax ~ The Cify Stormwater system includes more than 171 miles of stormwater pipe,
for Infrastructure to appear on the November 2016 ballet, IF ap- 2,324 manholes, 1,258 outfalls, 37 drainage wells, B,288 catch basins and 4
Frmd by voters, this would raise the sales tax in Broward County umphouses, From Fiscal Year 2011 to 2016, the City has expended just over
rom &% to 7%. According to the Broward Metropolitan Plannin E:I?,ED?,DDD within the Stormwater program. This equates to approximately
Organization (MPO), approximately 31% of this increase would $6,500,000 annually. $7,082,000 has gone towards Capital Project Improve-
he%orne by tourists, The ﬁﬂmewori for distribution and use of the  ments [new infrastructure) to address 'Hoeﬂing issues and improve stormwater op-
funds were also opproved via an interlocal agreement. The major  erafions. $32,125,000 has gone towards Operations and Maintenance of the

terms of the Agreement include the following: stormwater system, to include staffing, vehicles ond equipment that provides for

* 30 year Transportation and Infrastructure Surtax time period cleaning and repairs of infrastructure, responding to stormwater issues, repair/re-

. 1,.-"2ycenr Transportation tax is allocated 100% to county placement of stormwater components [catchbasins, pipes, etc.), and swale mainte-

* 1/2 cent Infrastructure tax is allocated 100% to cities (per capita] nance and construction. Recognizing the impacts o?almmwal&r and tidakrelated
for 20 vears flooding issues, in April 2014 the City Commission approved develapment of a

* Year ‘ET the infrasiructure tax is split between the cities and county :ampreﬁ'lens.ive Stormwater Master Plan, utilizing a three phase approach over the

with n:]if'res receiving 0% and county 40% (10 year split of tax rew- course of fen years [FY 2014 through FY 2024) to address Hlooding in the City.
enues
* Establishing an independent nine member Transportation and Sur-  ® Phase | [FY15 = FY19) consists of 37 localized stormwater })ro'ecrs with known

tax Owversight Board: storm or tidal flooding issues at an estimated cost of $10,027,000. OF these 37
* One former elected official projects, 17 have been completed, 3 are in construction, ? are in design and 8
* One former City or County Manager are planned for future years, $2,082,000 has been spent to date, wit
* One Certified Public Accountant $835,000 encumbered and an additional $3,007,000 available in the FY17
* On member of the Florid Bar budget.
* One finance Frcfessicn::l * Phase Il {FY 2015 - FY 2018} consists of citywide modeling and analysis to de-
* One urban plonning or land use professional sign projects on an area basis. In April, 2016, the City contracted with Hazen
* One engineering or construction management professional and g::wys.lr ta camplete c'ﬂwide hydraulic medeling with risk-adjusted metrics for
* One professional architect project valuation. This $7M+ effort, scheduled for completion in becember
* One professional environmental scientist 2017, will produce designs of starmwater projects for seven pricrity neighbor-
The above Board will be appointed by: hoods with insufficient in?ruslructure and recommendations for the City Commis-
* Designee of the President of Nova Southeastern University sion for a stormwater bond to fund construction of Phase Il project.
* Designee of the Broward Warksho, * Phase Il [FY 2019 - FY 2024) consists of construction of Phase Il projects
* Designee of the Broward County Council of Chambers of Com- [$150M - $200M) and development of citywide standards for longterm stormwo-
merce ter selutions, incorporating proactive measures to adapt to climate change, future
* The joint designee of the Broward County Auditor and the sea level rise impacts, ﬂng adoption of higher levels c?sarvice jaccepru le water
Broward League of Cities” Auditor levels on the street during weatﬁer events) for design, Designs for the remainder
g ililfeclor of the Florida Aflantic University Center for Environmental g[ stormwater infrastructure within the City will be completed and is estimated at
tudies 750M+,

By the way, one third of all Flerida counties have an additional sur-  Save the Dates

tax. It is important to note that each ballot question is dependent on  11,/24: &th Annual Turkey Trot @ DC Alexander Park (501 Seabreeze Blvd.),
the other for passage; voters must approve both or both fail. For ad- 7:30am, Register: hitp:/ /turkeytrotfil.com

ditional information, please visit cur City website or Q‘-’-’_dEFECHr to 11/2%9: Fire Bond Committee Workshop with Commission, 8th flloor conference
www. APennyAtWork.com where an interactive site exhibits all of the room, MNoon

proposed projects to be funded by this revenue. 11/29: ghristraus on Las Olas on Las Olos Blvd. between SE &th & 5E 11th Ave.,
to 10 pm
2016 BEST OF THE WEB WINNERS DEMONSTRATE TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVA- 12/14: City Cgrﬁmiﬂion Investment Policy Workshop

TION, SERVICE DELIVERY IMPROVEMENTS

The city of Fort Lavderdale website features more than 40 services  Officer Contact

Ihrct? its newly redesigned site, which launched in December Robbi Uptegrove — 954-828-5033; email: ruptegrove@fortlauderdale.gov

2015, The responsive and c!e-un design allows users to navigate  In addition to hesting two pre-agenda meetings twice a month, | am also avail-
through services and the various departments without having to click  able to attend your HOA meetings to update your neighborhood on what is geing

“"rf-f'l-_'?h cluttered indexes. Additionally the Fﬁ’”ﬂl is optimized for on in the City as well as answer any questions/concerns you may have. Please
mobile phones and tablets, and leatures a teedback option on every  contact Robbi to schedule.»



Two Stores. Two Concepts. Uniquely Zola Keller.

Zola Kellers,

Secret Closed

GOWNS+ COCKTAIL *BRIDAL « PAGEANT

OUTLET STORE

3440 M. Ocean Blvd. (A1A)

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308
Three Blocks Morth of Oakland Park Blvd.
Phone: (954) 564-5487
Store Hours:

Monday - Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 10am-6pm

Secned Closet

Oakland ParkBivd 1Ak

6 ATA
13mindriveb !
5.5 miles ‘

Sunrise Blvd ."I
Iola Keller :+
LAsS OLAS ! :
Las Olas Blvd ‘:*‘! L | i--"' A
Zola Keller
LAs OLAS

Gowns+ Cocktail ® Bridal # Pageant

818 East Las Olas Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: (954) 462-3222
Store Hours:

Monday - Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 12pm-5pm

ZolaKeller.com

Zola Kellers,  § ;
Y.

A Visit our Outlet Store: Zola Keller's Secret Closet 4
for everyday savings of 50% -75% OFF Entire Inventory!
Thousands of gowns and cocktail to choose from.
“Mother Of" and Bridal Gowns direct from leading manufacturers.
Purchase off the rack!

Visit Zola Keller Las Olas - Florida's most recognized name
for the latest fashion in Bridal, Mother Of, Cocktail,
v Off The Rack, Special Order and Custom! v
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Special promotional offers available — Join us for lunch and a tour to learn more!



At our modern Joint Replacement
Center, we help patients of all ages

get back on their feet. Whether you're an
athlete in training or a weekend warrior
who enjoys an active lifestyle; our
experienced, multidisciplinary team of
experts work seamlessly under one roof
with the goal of getting you back

to the life you love.

From total joints to sports injuries,
our dedicated doctors use the

latest advances in surgery along

with good old-fashioned face-to-face
care to provide a comprehensive,
individualized treatment plan that is
centered around YOU.

Our comprehensive services include:

* Hip, Shoulder, and Knee
Replacements & Revisions

* Hip Resurfacing

* Unicompartmental Partial
Knee Replacement

= All-Encompassing Sports
Medicine Surgical Procedures

*  Luxurious Private Rooms

* Exceptional Inpatient and
Outpatient Orthopedic
Physical Therapy

TO learn more, call 954.776.8653

it BrowardHealth,org/BHIP

\‘i

Getting you back in the  game.

BROWARD HEALTH
IMPERIAL POINT

Joint Replacement Center



Jhere’s only one "
PACK & SHIP GUARANTEE®

Packed by the certified packing experts
Reimbursement for packing and shipping costs

up to your item'’s value

Full refund of packaging materials and service

Refund for cost of shipping

“Visit theupsstore.com,/guarantee for full details,

Holidays made easy brought to you by The UPS Store:

UPS’ AIR SERVICE

Limit one coupon per cusinmer, Hat vald with ether offers. Restrictions apply, Valid and o Limal ane coupon ped customed. Nol valid with othey offers. Restrictions apply. Vaiid and ! Limit e coupon per ceatomer. Hot valid with ather offers. Restrictions apply. Vakd and
redeemabile enly when pesented al a panticipating location. The UPS Store centers ae ©  sedeemable only when presented at a pasticgaling facatien, The UPS Stcee centeis are | redeemable only when presented 21 2 participating location. The LIPS Store centers are

indegendentiy owned aad opedated © 216 The 195 Soe, Inc

Offer Explies 1273172016 The ups stnr&m :

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE &

e e e o e e o e e e e e R RS e e Em e e e e e e e e e e e e =

' HOLIDAY PRINTING

| depe ndmﬂlqewned and egerated. & 2016 The UPS Stare, Inc.
Dtes Expired 12,/3172006

“Visit theupsstore.com,/guarantes for full details,

The UPS Store Bayview @
2805 E Oakland Park Blvd
(Bayview & Oakland Park)
theupsstore.com/2033
954.568.1990

Extended Holiday Hours

The UPS Stare Gateway @
1007 N Federal Hwy
(Sunrise & Federal Hwy)
theupsstore.com/0530
954.764.6245

Extended Holiday Hours

_EDEE

0%
i OFF

 PACKING SERVICE

I (with $10 minimum purchase)

| incependently raned and operated. £ 2015 The UPS Store, lac.

The UPS Sture‘ ' T The UPS Store
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