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For more than 30 years, Atlantic Properties International (API) has been committed to
serve our local community. AP is a well recognized and respected name in the real estate
industry. Qur reputation is built on meticulous research and professional handling of our
client’s real estate needs to insure each transaction is handled in a professional and

proficient manner.

Our commitment to you in handling your real estate needsis obtaining the highest
value for your property using the latest technology and extensive exposure to the market
through the Multiple Listing System, as well as a vast number of search engines to ensure
not only local prospective buyers, but globally as well.

Our goal is to be by your side every step of the way as you transition into your new
residence at the "Symphony at the Waterways." In addition to obtaining the highest value
for your property, our services are offered at a “discounted fee” for Symphony residents
only. Clients can take advantage of these discounted fees to assist with move-in expenses

at the Symphony. This is a Win/Win offer for Symphony residents.

Symphony at the Waterways offers a wonderful lifestyle where one can enjoy a relaxing
afternoon watching yachts pass by your door, enjoy world class shopping nearby or even
a gourmet dinner at a fine dining restaurant in town. Symphony at the Waterways offers
a “boutique hotel” ambience, providing its residents with exquisite amenities ~ unheard
of in like communities.

Contact immediately our Real Estate Specialists to inquire how you can save thousands
of dollars with Atlantic Properties International.

It is our full pleasure to serve you.

Babak Aghevli,
Realtor Specialist
(954) 951-5877

Frart Lavdcikale
SﬂnEh onyiWaterways
Mssintedd Living & Mewmory Care

arhee Py dereTies great sraod

Carl Marzola, President,
MasterBroker, CIPS, CRS, CBR
(954) 205-7197

Globally connected. Locally respected.
Over 30 years and counting.
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ELSS LEGIéLATIVE UPDATE
FROM ELLYN BOGDANOFF

SOME BACKGROUND

*In 2002, Florida lawmakers passed a clandestine bill crafted by Fire Sprinkler Associa-
tion lobbyists that required every Florida Community Association housed in a structure
75 feet above grade - without an exterior exit access from every dwelling unit - to install
a full fire sprinkler system. In 2010, former Statehouse Representative (and later State
Senator) Ellyn Bogdanoff filed House Bill 56 1. Unanimously approved in the House and
Senate, the statute empowered association unit owners to decide by a full membership
vote whether or not it was in their best interests to retrofit their home with a Smultimil-
lion fire sprinkler system. Unit owners in tens of thousands of Florida Associations voted
to opt-out of the retrofit requirement.

On May 4, 2016, a State official issued a questionable interpretation of the Florida Fire
Code (AKA: a Declaratory Statement) that would require associations to alternatively in-
stall an Emergency Life Safety System (ELSS). An undefined blend of fire safety elements
{which ence again includes fire sprinklers), Fort Lauderdale Fire Marshal Jeff Lucas char-
acterized an ELSS as "mere expensive than a full sprinkler retrofit”. Upen learning how a
bureaucrat circumvented State Law, Statehouse Representative George Moraitis filed
House Bill 653 on February 6, 2017. The bill will empower association unit owners to de-
cide - by a full membership vote - whether their association should fund a Smultimillion
ELSS. On February 7, 2017, Senator Kathleen Passidomo filed companion Senate Bill 744
in the other chamber.

Having authored the original sprinkler opt-out legislation, associations across the State -
including the Galt Mile - contacted Bogdanoff to help address a regulatory ambush
launched on behalf of Fire Sprinkler Association lobbyists. Before heading to Tallahassee
in support of Moraitis' ELSS opt-out legislation, Bogdanoff warned "This will be a huge
fight against the special interests that profit from this requirement and those that have
little evidence that installing an ELSS is necessary for the safety of residents.”

Working with Association Advocates Donna Berger and Executive Director Yeline Goin of
the Community Association Leadership Lobby (CALL), Bogdanoff updates thousands of
concerned unit owners across the State with a weekly legislative progress report, while
interactively harvesting current information relevant to this issue. The following message
was received on March 17, 2017, - [editor]*

WEEK 2 OF SESSION

By Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoff

Last week | reported that the ELSS bill would be up in committee. Unfortunately, that
did not happen. | contacted Rep. Moraitis' office and they advised me the bill was not
ready and would be up this week. | have confirmed that it is on the agenda on 3/21 at
8AM in the Careers & Competition Subcommittee. | will be there to listen to the
comments and concerns so we are prepared to respond. | will also testify if needed.

Second, | had the opportunity to have a conversation with CFO Atwater on Thursday to
talk about the associations that are being pressured to hire consultants immediately.

If you could give me brief feedback on whether you are experiencing this with your Fire
Marshall, that would be helpful. | suggested a statement from the CFO that would allow
us a delay until May 5, close of session, in the hope that we pass this bill. He asked
me to follow up, but if | have specific examples that will assist with this endeavor. Feel
free to include the cost of the consultant if you received a proposal.

Last, | have attached the bill that will be
heard in committee and as of 6:20 on Fri-
day evening, no amendments have been
filed...YET. | will give you an update after
the meeting on Tuesday with a vote sheet
so we can talk to those that do not support
the bill, if any, and thank those that did.
Perhaps you may know some of the legisla-
tors. | have attached the link that provides
the list of committee members. If you know
any of them personally or if they represent
your association, please reach out to them
before Tuesday morning and ask them to
support Rep, Moraitis' good bill.

Have a great weekend. Until next time...
Ellyn

*As promised, on Tuesday, March 21, 2017,
we were further notified that Rep. Moraitis’
House Bill 653 was voted favorably in the
House Careers and Competition Subcommit-
tee. The bill will now be scheduled for review
in the House Civil Justice and Claims Sub-
committee, followed by the House Com-
merce Committee. More to come.... -
[editar]*




EDITOR'S COMMENTARY

EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
bruce roberts MARCH/APRIL 2017 Newsletter . ..co.

*In his March/April 2017 Newsletter, District 1 City
Commissioner Bruce Roberts anticipates another at-
tempt by Galleria developers to placate leery City
planners, provides access to newly mandated sea-
wall requirements, opposes a vacation rental bill b
State lawmakers that seeks to usurp the right of City
residents to govern themselves, discuses a plan to
decrease the number of pedestrians annually flat-
tened by motoring tourists, reviews the progress of
A1A renovations along the Galt Mile, provides a half
dozen marginally useful City telephone numbers, ap-
plauds a mobile showers program for the homeless,
offers access to useful online police data, describes
Symphony at the Waterways - a recently opened
high-end-senior living facility, welcomes constituent
participation in a spectrum of parks programs,
thanks constituents for marshalling through the
Segment Il beach renourishment, extolls employee
happy talk on You Tube, notes a libretto of accrued
City accolades, updates our municipal calendar, and
volunteers his ﬁuam'cipaﬁnn with constituent HOA
agendas.son that many of us moved here. More to
come...*

Galleria Live: Second Bite at the Apple

Hoping to dodge the zoning wrath unleashed on
Bahia Mar for planned skyscrapers perceived as in-
compatible with their beachfront locale, the develop-
ers of Live Galleria — led by FLL Development
Enterprise - stripped away 390 of the 1640 residen-
tial units they originally planned to build for $1 bil-
lion. They also scrapped a proposed 15-story office
building and a 165-room hotel while clipping 18 sto-
ries from a projected 45-story tower.

To win Planning Board approval for a hand-tailored
zoning designation, they would have to deliver infra-
structure fmfpmvements to mitigate an ever-increas-
ing threat of flooding, accommodate the additional
traffic, create mall enhancements to attract more up-
scale merchants, and provide surrounding commu-
nities with a gift basket of public amenities.

While scaling back the scope of work, deve!afars
agreed to upgrade the drainage pipes, add a lift sta-
tion, raise some roads to lessen flooding impacts,
provide 1360 new garaged parking spaces, cushion
some fraffic impacts (better signal timing, new turn
lanes), and addp a new trolley service to the beach.
For the adjacent neighborhoods, developers would
snake a 1.25-mile fitness track through the property,
cover the mall's roof with a park, and pepper Sun-
rise Boulevard with pedestrian enhancements. When
vetted by the City ngfming Board on October 19,
2016, the pfan went over like a lead balloon - and
was derailed by a 6 - 2 vote.

While the proposed infrastructure improvements
were a step in the right direction, planning officials
remained concerned about roadway congestion,
whether three towers included in the seven new
buildings were still too tall, and most importantly,
they openly dispar:f?ed the planned public ameni-
ties. In short, they didn't believe that describing a
skinny path around the mall as a “fitness track”
would enhance its value as a destination site, nor
could they envision local residents spending recre-
ational time on the Galleria roof. As observed by
Planning Board chair Leo Hansen, “There was still
no compelling reason to go around the perimeter of
Galleria. gd.‘d?:"r see that as being beneficial to the
community. "

Unless these shortfalls are addressed at the March
meeting mentioned by Roberts, Galleria will

continue deteriorate — and lose ground as a special
shopping venue. Also cloaked in his March newsletter
is an alarming statutory threat to local neighborhoods —
a legislative attempt to divest local governments of their
right to home rule.

Vacation Rentals: State Mandate vs. Home Rule

While short-term vacation rentals can be a win-win for
visiting tourists and local landlords, if they aren’t prop-
erly regulated, they can undermine the character [f;nd
home values) in a neighborhood, increase the tax bur-
den on local residents, and endanger prospective ten-
ants. While few homeowners will complain if the Brady
Bunch rents the property next door for the season, the
will understandably object if the same pmpergr is us
by the “Alien Mushrooms™ biker gang as a substation
for “"Crank” deliveries.

The vacation rental market has long contributed to the
State's tourism economy, although several sea changes
during the past decade triggered a growing contro-
versr. When upside down mortgages rendered families
insolvent during the recession, speculators who
swooped in to graze on hundreds of thousands of fore-
closed homes either flipped selected properties or re-
peatedly rented them out. It was no coincidence that
these rentals expanded epidemically near popular vaca-
tion sites like Walt Disney World and along coastal
tourism Meccas like Miami and Fort Lauderdale. This
overnight proliferation of homes in residential neighbor-
hoods that functionally serve as commercial properties
set the stage for a regulatory tug-of-war in Tallahassee.

Some of the new landlords applied for state and local
lodging licenses Hﬁhﬂﬂgh mani/ did not. Local taxes
collected from tourists by hotels, bed & breakfasts or
vacation rentals support the maintenance of roads & in-
frastructure - and help fund local public services fi.e.
police, fire, EMS, etc.) - which are used by millions of
visiting tourists each g/ear. Since these expenses are
otherwise funded with taxpayer dollars, when landlords
who operate functionally commercial properties fail to
collect sales and “tourism" taxes (or IFacke! those rev-
enues), you pay the resulting shortfall.

Zoning laws ordinarily protect home values ﬂy preserv-
ing the character of residential neighborhoods; and pro-
hibiting homeowners from turning adjacent properties
into industrial or commercial venues. In contrast, vaca-
tion rental advocates claim that homeowners have the
right to use their properties as Iher see fit. By operating
transient motels as vacation rentals, speculators dodge
compliance with these zoning laws to make a fast buck
- at the expense of nearby home values.

The Online Marketplace

While Florida lawmakers stmﬁgfed to balance the right
of investors to turn a profit, the right of homeowners to
protect neighborhood home values, and the right of
local governments to regulate local businesses - the
p.'aging field was turned on its head by the emergence
of Airbnb, HomeAway and other “sharing” services that
enable any homeowner to list a property - or a spare
bedroom - on the internet. Since the listing companies’
online rental transactions are nearly impossible to
track, speculators that operate “below the radar” often
ignore licensing requirements and dodge compliance
with local laws - frustrating local governments - and tax-
payers forced to pick up the fiscal slack.

Continued on page b

Printed by The UPS Stare: 954-565-1990 @



Bruoce Roberts Commentary... Confinued

The business models of these listing services differ in one
key aspect. HomeAway and subsidiaries VRBO and Vaca-
tionRentals.Com sell classified ads, leaving the landlords
and tenants to work out payment terms. Airbnb controls the
money. It charges nothing to list a property, a room, or a cot
in Lhe a;age— but collects a processing fee when the listing
IS DooKed.

As local regulations increasfng:y threatened future profits,
Airbnb raided Yahoo to accrue lobbying muscle. They hired
DC insider Kim Rubey, Senator John Edwards’ former press
secretary, to run communications. Next, they apf:a.’nted
David Hantman as head of global public policy. In jurisdic-
tions where the company was violating an ordinance, Hant-
man was charged with changing the law. If unable to bring
local officials to an “accommuodation”, he would seek to
preempt their regulatory authority. To accomplish this, he
would also have to fend off the hospitality industry. On
Hantman's recommendation, .ﬂirbﬂg launched a massive
lobbying campaign to guash impeding local regulations and
make the company's transactions legal.

The $32 billion vacation rental goliath dispatched lobbyists
in key markets to shield its business model from meddle-
some local regulations. Amid a blizzard of Airbnb legal
actions against Florida jurisdictions perceived as “uncoop-
erative”, former Statehouse Representative Michael Horner
(R - Kissimmee) spearheaded company plans to mute local
governments, filing House Bill 883. Enacted on June 2, 2011,
the law preempted cities and counties from prohibiting or
regufat;‘ng short term rentals. As a concession to thousands
of angry homeowners and the Florida League of Cities,
Horner agreed to grandfather local requlations adopted prior
to June 1, 2011.

In lieu of local oversight, Horner's legislation charged the
Degartment of Business and Professional Regulation
{DBPR) with regulating vacation rentals - while cynically ne-
glecting to provide the agency with the required resources.
As a result, the DBPR sm‘if}y ignored the statutory mandate
- and did nothing. Horner later resigned following discovery
of his name on the client list of an Orange County brothel.

The Hospitality Industry Weighs In

Suddenly, hotel industry lobbyists awoke to the reality that
the appeal of listing services wasn’t limited to couch-surfing
deadbeats who would never book a hotel room, given that
Airbnb’s millions of rental listings include thousands of lux-
ury properties. A recent report bi; Margan Stanley estimates
that Airbnb currently occupies about 4 percent of traditional
hotel demand, and anticipates prospective growth to 6 per-
cent by 2018; more than 100 million U.S. and European room
nights clocked by Airbnb in 2016 could mushroom to 245
million in 2018.

The Hotel industry opposed neutering the right of local gov-
ernments to requlate Airbnb, since it crippled their capacity
to collect taxes due on thousands of transient rentals, pro-
viding its online competition with an unfair - and illegal -
advantage. As politics makes strange bedfellows, local gov-
ernmenis and angry homeowners stumbled on an a.‘.‘i{ with
sufficient resources to arm-wrestle the internet travel jugger-
naut.

To help level the playing field, the hotel industry jumped on
a critical vulnerability of the online marketplace. In scores of
jurisdictions in the U.S. and abroad, a huge number of
Airbnb host listings either violated local zoning or “block-
busting” laws that prohibit residential homeowners from
turning their apartments or homes into transienf motels to
surreptitiously crash local prﬂﬁeﬂy values {and shrink de-
veloper acquisition costs). Although the company's threat to
local home values wasn't a precursor to development, it was
nonetheless illegal. While focusing attention on Airbnb'’s
legal missteps and tax violations in scores of communities,
the global hotel industry took a page from its competitor’'s
playbook - and launched related lawsuits in dozens of do-
mestic and international markets where Airbnb does busi-
ness.

Following a statewide outcry by local governments, in 2014,

Florida lawmakers passed Senate Bill 356, which eased the
broad state ,Pmampﬁan on regulation of vacation rentals, al-
lowing local governments to reqgulate short-term rentals
through life safefy and building codes, but Section 509.032(7),
Florida Statufes, preserved the prohibition on local govern-
ments against regulating the duration and frequency of these
rentals, or enforcing zoning laws that bar the commercializa-
tion of residential neighborhoods.

Seeking to re-empower local governments and salvage home
values without capsizing the g&f billion rental market, Senate
sponsor John Thrasher (R - 5t. Au?usﬁnej explained "“I'm not
trying to put vacation rentals out of business; nobody is. It's
too valuable to our economy. We just want a balance of regula-
fions befween the rights of the people who have them and the
rights of the people who live around them." Its South Florida
impact was expressed by former Senator Jeremy Ring - a local
co-sponsor, “Sometimes we don't know the consequences
until it's in our face. We shouldn't be telling the cities of Holly-
wood and Fort Lauderdale how to handle their vacation rentals.
Let the residents of the cities make that decision, it's their
homes, it's their communities."

The Statutory amendment - aptly named “home rule” - enabled
local jurisdictions to enforce noise, parking and signage regu-
lations disallowed for vacation rentals in the earlier State law -
although enforced elsewhere in local residential and commer-
cial neighborhoods. Cities could finally deter gmugs of youn
sociopaths from parking their cars - and their garbage - on the
front lawn, monkey-wrench week-long 24-hour parties on oth-
erwise quiet streets, and require landlords to register vacation
properties, insuring that Transient Rental and sales tax rev-
enues are collected and remitted.

Bad Blood Spreads

Faulting Airbnb’s business model for lost tax revenues, host
zoning violations, and sliding home values in previously stable
neighborhoods, governments in major markets went ballistic.
On May 1, 2016, a German court banned Airbnb listings in
Berlin, a top EumEpean travel destination, threatening stiff fines
of up to 100,000 Euros. Earlier, the company spent $8 million to
fend off a similar prohibition in San Francisco, the company's
corporate headquarters. As of December 2016, the city has is-
sued $1.19 million in fines to hosts for illegally renting unregis-
tered properties. Listing companies are also responsible for
affordable housing shortages both here and abroad, as other-
wise rentable apartments are illegally morphed into year-round
motels. Airbnb has also been under siege in Quebec, Chat-
tanooga, Austin and elsewhere. They've been challenged
abroad in Australia, ‘Ireland, Spain and Israel.

One month after the Berlin ruling, in June, 2016, New York
State lawmakers passed a ban against the type of short-term
rentals that comprise most of Airbnb’'s New York City listings.
To secure a subpoena, New York State Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman compiled a report disclosing how more than
72% of Airbnb rentals in New York City violated state law, 66%
of Airbnb revenue comes from illegal units, 38% of the fees
Airbnb received in 2013 were from units fﬂe%aﬂy converted
from long-term housing and the tax liability between 2010 and
2014 is at least $33.5 million.

Schneiderman demonstrated that many of the listings weren't
homes occupied by their owners — as repeatedly asserted by
Airbnb - but properties acquired solely for commercial pur-
poses, and include properties that were leased or sublet -
often without the owner's permission or knowledge. New York
State Senator Liz Krueger commented “It is no wonder that
Airbnb fought to keep this data in the dark. The picture it paints
is clear: nearly three quarters of Airbnb’s New York rentals are
illegal, and commercial operators account for a large portion of
its business.”

Airbnb Bites Back

In Florida, listing companies threw additional $millions at
reviving the 2011 Statutory prohibitions against local interfer-
ence with their white hot business models. Florida lawmakers
generally go berserk when Congress preempts their authority
fo address State issues, citing Home Rule as a far more effec-
tive remedy. However, for a sawbuck at campaign time, those
same lawmakers will gladly handcuff every Florida City and

County to flesh out their benefactor’s bottom line.

Confinued on page 14



Galleria Mall Redevelopment
Neighborhood compatibility and 1D zoning
discussions continue between the developer
and several neighborhoods. Staff is also
facilitating a potential developer's agreement.
It appears as if this issue may be brought
before the Commission for resolution in
March. We will keep you advised.

Enforcement of Seawall Ordinance

A “Frequently Asked Questions” document is
now available online to answer some
guestions about receiving a citation under the
ordinance and your responsibilities as a
property owner. Please see hitp://www.fort-
lauderdale.gov/seawall<http:/fwww.fortlaud-
erdale.goviseawall.

Vacation Rentals

State Senator Greg Steube (R - Dist. 23) has
introduced SB 188 to prohibit local govern-
ments from regulating short-term vacation
rentals. The City opposes this bill, as does
the Florida League of Cities (Mayor Seiler is
on this board). Please communicate your
position to your State House and Senate
members,

BRUCE ROBERTS

MARCH 2017 DISTRICT 1 Newsletter

Vision Zero Bus Bench Awareness Campaign

Since the adoption of Vision Zero Fort Lauderdale by the Commission in November
2015, staff and partners have been working together to implement initial steps while
developing the 5 year Strategic Action Plan to chart the path of comprehensive
efforts toward a vision of zero fatalities and serious injuries. Part of that campaign
involves the utilization of advertising on bus benches to spread awareness through
messaging of safe behaviors and Vision Zero across the City. The first phase of the
campaign, installed last month, includes messaging on safe behaviors such as
“Slow Down,” “Cross at Crosswalks,” and "Stop Texting.” There are 13 locations
distributed across the City targeting common behaviors that have contributed to
crashes at those locations. Transportation and Mobility, Public Affairs and Informa-
tion Technology Services staff worked together to develop this campaign that uses
crash data from the last five years to identify concentrations of high crashes near
available advertising bus benches managed by Gold Coast Bench. The key con-
tributing behaviors of crashes surrounding each of those available benches were
identified and messaging was developed to best target each of those hot spot
locations.

Construction on State Rd. A1A Between Oakland Park Blvd. & Flamingo Ave.
The $9.3 million project is schedule to be completed this summer. Work includes
repaving four vehicle lanes and two bicycle lanes, upgrading sidewalks and ramps,
improving drainage, upgrading some intersections with mast arm traffic signals,
countdown timers for pedestrian signals, upgrading signs and pavement markings,
and installing adjustable street lighting that is sea-turtle friendly during nesting sea-
son, among other improvements. Until then, access from northbound Galt Ocean
Drive to A1A will be restricted through March. Motorists can access A1A via North-
east 41st, 36th and 35th streets. Meanwhile, northbound A1A traffic is shifted
slightly west toward the center of the road and southbound traffic will remain on the
west side of the road through March.

City Contact Numbers to Keep Handy

We receive many calls from neighbors who need to report findings for such things
as code issues, illegal vacation rentals, legal vacation rentals that get out of hand,
water is turned off, question about your water bill, prowler in the neighborhood, etc.
Many call during the evening or weekend, and by the time my office can get back
with you, it could be 2-3 days cld. Below are numbers you can call 24/7 to report.
Your concern is logged and given a tracking number as soon as you call the
number. You can still call my office, but these numbers can get you there quicker!

Code Issue During Office Hours: 954-828-5207; After Hours: 854-828-8000
Code Complaint During Office Hours: 954-828-5207; After Hours: 954-828-8000;
or online at; http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/sustainable-
development/code-compliance/report-code-concerns

Confinued on page B
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Bruce Newsletter...Continued

Vacation Rentals During Office Hours: 954-828-5201; After Hours: 954-828-8000

MNOTE: If a noise concern happens after business hours please call the non-emergency number at
the Police Department (954-764-4357) where it is logged and kept track of.

Downed Signs (Stop or Street) 954-847-2600

Mosquito Control 954-765-4062

Groups Begin Program to Offer More Showers to Homeless in Broward

It is not a cure of the bigger problem, but organizers of Broward's first mobile shower program say a
little bit of hot water will at least make the hamealess feel better. A trailer is equipped with six stalls —
each with a sink, toilet and shower — to allow the homeless daily showers. There also will be dona-
tions of toothbrushes and teiletries on site, and even clean clothes. The initiative, aimed at raising
the self-esteem of the homeless, was organized through Live Fresh Inc., an organization that cre-
ated a mobile shower program last year in Palm Beach County, and Broward's HOPE South Florida,
a Christian-based nonprofit that provides assistance to the homeless. The mobile showers will be
set up at HOPE feeding sites at churches in Pompano Beach and Fort Lauderdale, The trailer is
equipped with a hot water heater and propane tanks and can run between 30 to 35 showers if no
running water is available. If water is available at a church, organizers just attach a hose to hook
into water and sewer lines. That number excludes the homeless in shelters or staying with friends or
relatives. The Broward project is funded with a $50,000 donation from an anonymous donor.

Ft. Lauderdale Police Data Now Online

Thanks to The Fort Lauderdale Police Department participating residents and staff, anyone with an
internet connection can now access, download, and review information about Arrests, Incidents,
Calls for Services, Citations, Accidents and Employees in our city. Check the full catalog out here:
hitps:(/fortlauderdale.data.socrata.com/reports/Data-Catalogs-1

Symphony at the Waterways Offers A Refreshing Lifestyle for Senior Residents at

Ft. Lauderdale's Intracoastal

The Mayor, Commissioner McKenzie and | recently attended the grand opening ribbon

cuftting ceremony for the Symphony at the Waterways, which opened its doors to the senior commu-
nity on December 7, 2016. Located at 3001 E. Oakland Boulevard, the community offers independ-
ent, assisted living and memory care assistance, Symphony's goal is for seniors to continue the
lifestyle they have grown accustomed to and more. Symphony is conveniently located at the Intra-
coastal in the same location as the old and favorite Yesterday's restaurant. So far, residents have
enjoyed Fort Lauderdale’'s annual Winterfest Boat Parade and exercise classes on the dockside,
and cultural outings to local museums, parks and theater. Lloyd Fossey, a world experienced chef,
was hired to provide excellent cuisine with a royal flair for the residents. His five-star experience in-
cludes the British Royal family, Margaret Thatcher, multiple embassies, and South American restau-
rants.

Special Events & Programs

You can go to hitp:/iwww fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation to check out the follow-
ing: park locator, marinas, municipal cemetaries, the War Memarial Auditorium, park rangers, park
rules, doggie guide, rental information, special events — as well as many programs such as aguat-
ics, athletics, classes/programs, online registration, swim team/lessons and tennis.... Check out our
Parks and Recreation today - they have something just for you!

On a Positive Note

+ Sand hauling for beach renourishment from Terramar Street north to approximately N.E. 16th
Street was recently completed. The contractor is currently demobilizing and restoring the knee wall
that was removed for access, as well as removing all of the equipment from the beach. The pur-
pose of the renourishment project is to reconstruct areas of the eroded beach and increase storm
protection to upland development along portions of the shoreline. Residents living near the entry
points for trucks loaded with sand graciously endured noise and truck traffic during the renourish-
me;n:]. t;ﬂ.s ? result, everyone can now enjoy the beautiful expanded beach! Thank you to our
neighbors!

= Check out the Parks & Rec's new video at https:/fwww.youtube.com/watch?v=IY1Y3GczowA ~
Staff always has that feeling to make our neighbors happy! The City of Fort Lauderdale Parks and
Recreation Department builds community each day by providing happy and healthy experiences
for our neighbors with hardworking, dedicated employees.

« Fort Lauderdale has received many accolades in the past few years. Go to
http:/fwww.fortlauderdale gov/government/awards-and-recognition to find over 70 national
recogntions making our City the best place to work, live and play!

Office Contact

Robbi Uptegrove — 954-828-5033; email: ruptegrove@fortlauderdale.gov

In addition to hosting two pre-agenda meetings twice a month, | am also available to attend your
HOA meetings to update your neighborhood on what is going on in the City as well as answer any
guestionsiconcems you may have. Please contact Robbi to schedule.

Email List

If you would like to be on our email list so that you receive information pertaining to the City -
especially District 1 (i.e. news releases, meeting notices, events), please let Robbi know and she
will add you.=
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE
SUN MON TUE WED

— —— e .

BINGO BINGO

1 9 20 2 Galt Towers Social Room 2 Fegency South Party Room
(4250 Galt Ocean Drive) 7 pm

7:30 pm. | Info.: Bob Pearlman: 954-547 4063
Infee: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

Riverwak Noon Tunes
Perdormer(s): The Fabulous Fleetwoods

Commissioner Bruce Hoberts: High Tea & Trivia (Southern Rock]
Pre-Agenda Meeting Broward Health Imperial Point Cafeteria Huizenga Flaza
Beach Community Center, 6 pm. 1o 430 pm Noon to 2 pm.

Infi.: 354-828-5033 RSVP/infa.; 954-759-7400 Info.: 54-828-4755

'
The Basics of Sushi BINGD BINGD
- Morikami Japanese Gardens Galt Towers Social Room Regency South Party Room
10a.m, to Moon (4250 Galt Dcean Drive) ; 7 pm,
570 7:30 pm. § Info: Bob Pearkman: 954-547-4063
Registration: morikami.org Info: Cynddi Sanger: 954-563-7268

Miami-Dade County Fair . ) ) Riverwak Noon Tunes
Deering Seafoed Festival on the Bay {Through 4/1 l:ujl Rlrheimer & Dementia Support FEI‘ID!I!’ff!SI" Sabor Latino {LatinfHuizenga
Seafod Alley {aang Brecayne Bay), Mami | Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds | Broward Health |'-‘3=E:"-5- Point Medical Librarg Paca: 5
gam. io 10 pm. dam o g pum. 15:'];'*_'“- = Moon 1o 2 pm
Inf.: 305-235-1668 ext. 253 Inf; 786-315-5266 Info.: 954-776-8961 Info.: 54-828-4755

Sunday lazz Brunch GMCA Presidents Council Mtg. BINGD BINGD
Riverwalk, Downtown FL Playa del Mar Condo Association Galt Tewers Social Room 5 Regency South Party Room
11amto2pm, 7:30 109 pm. (4250 Galt Ocean Drive) x 7 pim.
Info.: 954-396-3622 Info.: 954-396-3622 7:30 pn. | Info.: Bob Pearkman: 954-547-4063
Info.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

Commissioner Bruce Roberts: Neil Sedaka
Pre-Agenda Meeting Caregiver's Support Group Broward Center for the Perfarming Arts
Beach Community Center, 6 pm,  [JBHIP Privae Dining Rocen [ 15t Hoor), 230 pm 7 pm.
Info.: 954-828-5033 o 054 7762961 Tic: 954-462-0022

Spring Garden Festival -I 1 1 BINGO 1 2 BINGO
& Plant Sale Galt Towers Social Room Regency South Party Room

Fairchid Tropical Garden (4250 Galt Ocean Drive) ) 7 pm.
9:30 a.m. to 430 pm. 7:30 pm. § Info.: Bob Pearlman: 954-547-4063
Infip:: fairchildgarden.org Infc.: Cyndi Songer: 954-563-7268

<C
=
.
e
ad
=9
<C

and Seafood Celebration
Frost Park, Dania
Info.: 561-924-6801

BINGO NGO
1 6 Spring iljlzi"”q:alr;ﬂ 1 7 1 8 Galt Towers Social Room 1 9 Regency South par;.:-E'FI?;{EE

I 1 (Galk . i =
11 am. o 5 pm (4250 Galt Ocean Drive) 7 o,

e gy s 730 pm. Mnfo: Bob Pearbman: 954-547-40
fo - 964427 80K . . 1. W Info.: Bob Pearlman; 954-547-4063
nfo.: 954-487-806 Infe.: Cyndi Songer; 954-563-7268 i

Annual Internatsanal Orchid &

Bromeliad Show Commissioner Bruce Roberts:

Hamingo Gardens Pre-Agenda Meeting Fort Lauderdate City

g:30 am. to 5 pm. Beach Community Center, & pm Commission Meeting
Info.: 954-473-2955 Info.: 954-828-5033 City Hall, & p.m.

MARCH 19: 2017 Reoeida AIDS Wak and Music Festval, South Beach Park {FL Landerdale), Registration: 8 am, Opening Ceremony 9 am; Start: 10 a.m.;
Mursic Festival Begins: 11 am., Info: 954-522-3132

MARCH 22: 17th Annual Riverwalk Race Party, The Attantic Hotel & Spa, 7 to 10 pm., info.: 954-462-1350

MARCH 23-26: Palm Beach Internaticnal Boat Show, Broward County Convention Center, Info.: 305-081-1448

MARCH 23-Apnil 16: Miam-Dade County Fair & Expasition, Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds, 8 am. ta 5 pm, Info; 786-315-5266

MARCH 24-25: Boca Bacchanal Wine & Food Festival, Various Locations in Boca, 10.am. 1o 5 pm,, Info/Locations: 561-395-6766 ext 301

MARCH 24-25. International Gem and Jewelry Show, War Memorial Audstarium, Info.. 301-294-1640

MARCH 25-26: Davie Orange Blossom Festival, Parade, and Rodea, Davie Town Hall, Info.: 954-797-1163

MARCH 25-26: Florida Renaissance Festival, Quiet Waters Park, 10 a.m. to Sundown, Info.; 954-776-1642

MARCH 28: Palm Beach Condo & HOA Expo 2017, Palmy Beach County Convention Center, WPB, 10:30'am. to 3 pm., Info. 952- 881-5030

MARCH 31: The Best Bead Show, Doubde lree Hotel, Miami, Info.: 610-241-8329

APRIL 1: Riverwal Run, Huizenga Plaza, Check-in: 6:45 am.; 5K & 5M Start: 8 a.m.; Kids” Fun Run Start: 9:15 am

APRIL 1-¢: CityFlace Art Fair, 700 South Rosemary Ave, WFB, 10 am. to 5 pm., 561-746-6615

AFRIL 1-2: South Beach Triathlon, Lummus Park (Ocean Drat 13th 5t in Miami Beach), & to 10:30 am,, Info.; 305-278-5668




ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

_THU

FRI

SAT

Ft Lauderdale Int'l Auto Show

%( (Through 3/26)
oward County Convention Cenlter
Infoi: 305-981-1448

Cluedess on Las Olas
*Murder at the Family Reunion

4 Mickel Park Concert Series
Performer(s): Lifeline, A Tribute to
Heart

Mickel Park {2675 MW Tih Ave)
Wilton Manars

730 to 930 pm.

Info.: 954-390-2130

Music cn Main Street
Perlormer(s): Tom lackson

Ft. Lauderdabe S|Jr'-ngi
Fine Art Festiva
(Through 3/26)
Huizenga Plaza

Infe: 954-487-8061

25

T1th Annisal KID Duck Fest Desby

Bio9am
Irdg.: 954-200-7534

Annal Pineapple Jam Dinner and Auction
Historic Stranahan House Museum
6io9pm
Infe,; 954-524-4736

Stranahan House & Laura Ward Park Oakland Park City Hall Esplanade Park
78 Em. 6 fo 10 pm Noon o 4 pm,
Info:: 954-288-7201 I 954-630-4251 Info. 954- 390-7654 11295
Refay For Life of Pembroke Pines Hatsume Faif
Waker C Young Middie (Through 4/2)

Morikami kipanese Gardens
IréonTim.; maorikami.org

Literary Feast 2017
Hiyatt Regency Fier Sixty-Six
5300 8 pm

I 9543517382

Jy Leno

Broward Center for the 'r‘Er!‘cr*ninE Arts
& pum,

Ti: 954-462-0222

Mercedes-Benz Corporate Run
Huizenga Park, 6:45 am.
Inb.; SO5-066-7223

7 Wine and Culinary Celebration
Museum of Discovery and Science
Info: 954-713-0918

Rock the Ocean - Torfuga Music Festival
(Theough 419)
Fort Lauderdale Beach Park
Info.: 615-498-7548

Household Hazardous Waste
and Ebectronics Drop-off Events
Mills Pand Park

9 a.m. to 2 pm.

Info.; 954-828-8000

Diedray Affair 2017
{Theough 4/9)
Downtown Dedray
Info.; 561-279-0907

13

GMCA Advisory Board Meesing
Mick's Rakan Restaurant, 11 am

14

Frickay Night Masic in the Square
Angin's Suare (£ Mar & Commencial Bivd).

i $54-7 765002

Dig The Beach Volleyball
(Through 4716}
Fompano Beach
Jam. to 7 pm.

Info.: 561-241-3801

15

FTL Taco Battle & Craft Beer Fest 2017
Esplanade Park
1.fo6 pm,
f.- 954-279-3362

20

GMCA Advisary Board Meeting
Nick's ltalian Restaurant, 11 am

630 10.10:30 pum.

Fridiay Night Music in the Square
Angin's Square (B Mar & Commercial Bd)
6:30 b 10630 pm.
nfcy: 954-776-5002

22 Cat Cafe Coaster Origami
Markami Japanese Garden
Noon to 3 pm.

Infe.; maorikami.org

Qcean Adverture Expa
(Through 4/23)
Broward County at'c.r-fcnliu-- Conter
Info.: 561-715-0247

LOTS
HAPPENING
IN TOWN'!

APRIL 28-30

Pompano Beach Seafood Festival
Atlantic Blvd & A1A, Pompano

Info.: 954-638-1475

APRIL 29

The Color Run 5K Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale
Huizenga Plaza, 7:30 a.m. to Noon

Info.: 954-468-1541, Ext. 205

APRIL 30

Sweet Corn Fiesta
Yesteryear Village, WFB
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Info.: 561-296-0343

MAY 3-7

Sunfest

Intracoastal Waterway (Flagler Dr. from Banyan Blvd.
to Lakeview Ave.), WPB

Info.: 561-659-5980

MAY 4

6th Annual Delish - 2017

Gallery of Amazing Things (481 S Federal Hwy.), Dania
7 1010 p.m.

Info.: 954-746-9400 ext. 2205

MAY 5-7

West Palm Beach Antiques Festival
South Florida Fairgrounds, WPB

Info.; 941-697-7475

MAY 13

Covenant House Florida 5K on A1A
The World Famous Parrot Lounge, 7 a.m.
Info.: 954-568-7914

MAY 13

Moonlit Movies - Moana

Jaco Pastorius Park, Oakland Park, 3 p.m.
Info.; 954-630-4507

FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF EVENTS,

GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT

First Saturday of Every Month: Beach Cleanup, Commercial Bvd. & the Beach LBTS (Meet at Pavilign), 9 to 2:30 am., Info.: 954-776-1000
First Saturday of Every Month: Morth Beach Art Walk, 3280 NE 32nd 5t, 7 to 11 pm,, Info.: 954-537-3370 WGALTMI LECOM

Second Saturday of Every Month: Beach Sweep, Fort Lauderdale Beach Park, 1100 Seabreeze Bhvd., 7 to 11 am,, Info.: 954-593-8501
Mondays: Food Trucks at Artspark, 5:30 to 10 p.m., Youngs Circle in Hollywood
Thursdays: BHIP Farmer's Market, Broward Health Imperial Point Medical Arts Paviion (633 N Federal Hwy), 11 am. to & pm.
Sundays: Tour-the River Ghost Tour, Stranahan House & Water Taxi, 7:30 pm,, Tix.: 954-524-4736

Sundays: Las Olas Sunday Market, 333 East Las Olas Blvd. & SE 4th Ave., 9 am. 1o 2 pom., Info.: 954-426-8436
Saturdays: Saturday Night Under the South Florida Stars, For Astronomical Observatory at Markham Park, Surset to Midnight, Info.: 954-384-0442

Daily: Yoga on the Beach, Ocean Manor Resort (4040 Galt Ocean Dr), 9:30 a.m. (weather permitting), Mats supplied, $10 donation, Open to the Public, Info.: 754-701-0197 or 516-840-1455

Printed by The LIPS Store: 954-568-1990 @



EVOLUTION OF A

By Eric Berkowitz

In 2005, Broward County implemented a plan entitled "A Way
Home: Broward County, Florida's Ten Year Plan to End Home-
lessness”. Blending science and urban legend with untested
theories about the root causes of homelessness, the plan pre-
supposed that sane, well-adjusted people lived in homes. It
therefore stood to reason that homeless people are afflicted
with a condition that somehow undermines this instinct. They
were either short-changed by Mother Nature, battered by soci-
ety, emotionally disturbed, hopelessly addicted to drugs and/or
alcohol or plagued by family issues.

Plan authors inferred that housing homeless persons stricken
with these medical or social impediments was a waste of re-
sources, as they would invariably return to the streets unless
first divested of these "burdens”. Supported by the County’s 31
municipalities and mirrored in jurisdictions across the country,
the Broward plan was loosely based on cultivating "housing
readiness” in peaple experiencing homelessness.

Homeless persons would have to earn an opportunity to leave
the streets by meeting a series of benchmarks drawn from an
initial diagnostic assessment, stereotypical sociopathy and
caseworker impressions. Medical problems (including addiction)
would have to be cured or under treatment, family issues would
have to be addressed in therapy sessions while mandated semi-
nars would promote job skills, hygiene and teach rudimentary
home budgeting.

To qualify for housing, homeless candidates who lacked the
funds for a hot dog would have to somehow travel between
various County locations to undergo an extended period of
treatment and counseling and attend classes while being
bounced from shelter to shelter and living on the streets. Not
exactly a cakewalk. Although program proponents claimed that
the exigent prerequisites enhanced each candidate’s prospects

HOMELESS

for success, the vast majority of candidates skated soon after con-
fronting this daunting regimen. Enigmatically, the program packaged
impractical and inconsistent metrics in a state-of-the-art envelope.

The Broward Partnership for the Homeless Initiative (BPHI) maintains
a 230-bed Homeless Assistance Center on its Huizenga Campus in
Fort Lauderdale. This brick and mortar flagship ranks among the top
homeless intervention facilities in the State of Florida, annually pro-
viding short-term housing, health care, education and solution based
services to more than 1,300 men, women and families with children.

In contrast, the conceptual basis for Broward's homeless program fea-
tured the scientific grounding of a "Merry Melodies” Saturday morn-
ing cartoon. Notwithstanding its limited value as a safety net, the
program’s overall impact on homelessness was negligible.

Feds Fix a Broken Law

In 2009, Congress passed a series of laws that precipitated a nation-
wide sea change in local homeless assistance programs. On February
17, 2009, former President Barack Obama signed the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009, which included $1.5
billion for a Homelessness Pravention Fund. Entitled the Homeless-
ness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP), funding is
provided to state housing authorities & related agencies, and then
distributed to cities, counties, local charities and non-profits, Local
grantee jurisdictions include Broward County and the Cities of Fort
Lauderdale, Pompano Beach, Sunrise and Hollywood.

HPRP triggered a 180-degree reversal in how jurisdictions would ad-
dress homeless populations. Instead of linking eligibility for housing
candidates to their prospects for a successful recovery, this program
prioritizes eligibility for homeless veterans and the chronic homeless
most “at risk” for dying on the street. The new protocol cuts to the

Continued on poge 13



Homeless...Continued

chase - and places homeless people in homes - a safe environ-
ment - prior to helping them reassert control over their lives.
Leery Homeless Advocates who initially disparaged the program
have since become staunch supporters,

Using Federal Recovery Act (ARRA) resources to house the home-
less, Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Programs in
Broward and Fort Lauderdale also assist individuals and families
facing eviction, foreclosure, or otherwise at risk for becoming
homeless. Intended to target "individuals and families who would
be homeless but for this assistance,” program funds are applica-
ble to short-term (up to 3 months) or medium-term (up to 18
months) rental deficits, vouchers for motels or hotels, housing re-
location and stabilization services. Once a beneficiary is off the
street, the program mitigates traditional recovery pitfalls - offering
assistance with mediation & legal representation, credit counsel-
ing, security or utility deposits, utility payments, moving costs,
and case management. If a beneficiary finds work or receives ben-
efits, 30 percent of the income is allocated to program expenses.

Enter: The HEARTH Act

On May 20, 2009, the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid
Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act became law, consolidating
three separate homeless assistance programs administered by
HUD under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act into a
single grant program. The first Congressional attempt to directly
address homelessness was the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assis-
tance Act of 1987, a hodgepodge of 15 different programs that
was subsequently amended in conjunction with the evolution of
new research. The HEARTH Act codifies in law the Continuum of
Care (CoC) planning process, which facilitates HUD's assistance to
the homeless by providing greater coordination in responding to
their needs. The regulations that currently expedite housing
placement in Broward and Fort Lauderdale were promulgated by
HUD - as mandated in The HEARTH Act.

Financial aid that flows from the new federal programs is meant to
be immediate, as expenditure deadlines are defined in the legisla-
tion. For example, if local homeless assistance programs want fed-
eral Homelessness Prevention (HPRP) resources, they must submit
plans to expeditiously house homeless individuals and families,
and assist those at risk for losing their homes. Once the HPRP
grant agreement is signed by HUD, grantees must minimally dis-
burse 60 percent of the stimulus funds within the first two years
and the entire allocation within three years.

To seamlessly access the federal feedbag dedicated to this new
strategy, in 2013, Broward County finally revised "A Way Home:
Broward County, Florida'’s Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness”,
replacing the housing eligibility gauntlet with a "Housing First”
approach. Using Federal Grant funds, the County began by plac-
ing the chronic homeless in Housing Authority apartments, along
with furnishings, amenities and regular visits by case workers, Fed-
eral funds awarded to similar programs in Fort Lauderdale, Pom-
pano Beach, Hollywood, Sunrise and other Broward municipalities
have also housed scores of homeless individuals, families, veter-
ans, single mothers or fathers (including pregnant women), peo-
ple with mental, emotional and physical disabilities, substance
abuse disorders, and those multiply afflicted.

Continued on page 15
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Bruce Roberts Commestory..onfinued govern themselves in order to circumvent local laws

; that protect home values. Roberts also warned that
On December 16, 2016, State Senator Greg Steube (R - Sarasota) filed Senate Bill pascinfy : y
188. On January 24, 2017, Statehouse Representative Mike LaRosa (R - St Cloud) 3“;";‘; s bifl “’;’.‘&".d "’r:a"; "';; ﬂ":::’f““’} ;’f transient
filed companion bill HB 425 in the lower chamber. In short, the bills would once rental taxes, shifting the burden fo focal taxpayers.
again bar local governments from regulating short-term vacation rentals. Both law-
makers represent districts with thousands of vacation rentals that cater to Disney
World, Universal Studios and Sea World. LaRosa, an Osceola realtor who rents these
properties, replaced Mike Horner following his resignation. Steube operates short-
term rental properties.

Framing its rationale for opposing bills that block
city residents from protecting their neighborhoods,
The Florida League of Cities warns, "Short-term
rentals are causing problems in many cities around
the state by creating commercial activity in residen-
tial areas (mini-hotels in neighborhoods). Problems
include noise, inadequate parking, infrastructure in-
tended for residential use is now being used on a
commercial scale, and decreased property values in
neighborhoods taken over by vacation rentals.”

Steube told reporters that he decided to file his preemption bill while shopping with
his wife for a Flagler Beach home in a residential neighborhood that he planned to
use as a vacation rental, until informed of a local prohibition against short-term
rentals. When his prospective future neighbors learned of Steube's bill, they started
an online petition entitled “Stop Florida SB 188", which accrued 529 local signatures
by March 21 on a website appropriately named “moveon.org”. i e P saaie B R beciatior
; p p p P Concerned about the impact of these bills, Associa-
At the March 6, 2017 GMCA Presidents Council meeting, City Commissioner Bruce ; ; : i !
Roberts expressed trepidations about Steube's bill, describing how special interests tion Advocates perceive an impending threat to

in Tallahassee are once again attempting to usurp the right of city residents to common interest communities. State law defines
transient vacation rentals” as any unit or group of

units in a Condominium, Cooperative, or collectively
owned 1, 2, 3 and 4 family homes that are leased 3
or more times annually for terms of 30 days or less.
While most associations enforce rental restrictions
mandated in their governing documents, renowned
association advocate Donna Berger observed that
many online listing agreements are fransacted with-
out a formal lease and are extremely shori-term, ren-
dering them unnoticeable or unpreventable. Berger
advises associations to fortify their rental restric-
tions by specifying Airbnb-style rentals, and educate
unit owners about how these rentals expose them to
certain tax liabilities, life safety code violations and
mortgage violations while impairing unit values.

Voted the BEST
WINE BAR in 2012
| 20 wines by the

Noting how listing companies have funded endless

| lawsuits against any City or County with a local ordi-
=== nance that regulates the vacation rental industry, the

,ﬂ.PPEﬂmHG THRUUGH{]U’[ j|'.'1,|i‘|2||_ Jackson Law Group disclosed another threat to as-

NIRRT IBSINRIE 2 cther s Vacation rental company might attempt
JAMIE KING? COLTON™ - it ittt g
E ‘local law, ordinance, or regulation’ under the new
faw." The assessment concludes with an unsettling
ohservation, “Given the economic incentives, such

a challenge would appear to be inevitable.” If actual-
ized, association advocates surmise that Florida as-

ATHONVCORRADD | At | Er e
& ."M PE“.ILLU nr @'  With the State’s primary economic engine in play -

tourism - lawmakers from two key Florida tourist

. markets decided to flip the script. Like Steube and
. LaRosa, Representatives David Richardson (D -
Miami Beach) and George Moraitis (R - Fort Laud-

% EE 3 ¢y erdale) represent districts rife with vacation rentals.
S ATU R D AYS ¢l All four lawmakers have observed how the problems
- g differ significantly in a wide variety of Florida juris-
M I CHAEL RA[] U & R dictions. Unlike Steube and LaRosa, Richardson and
ON THE PIAND .= = Moraitis believe that local governments are better

equipped to address a conflict in their own back
yards than a one-size-fits-all edict from Tallahassee.

On December 2, 2016, Richardson and Moraitis filed
House Bill 6003, which would amend Section
509.032, Florida Statutes, by eliminating the state
preemption completely. On March 2, 2017, Senator
Kevin Rader (D - Boca Raton) filed Senate Bill 1516,

EVERY WEDNESDAY  HAPPY HOUR seu-7eu oay
Sadier Qight

5 companion to the House Bill. If these bills pass, the
FREE CHAMPAGNE: 6 Houst PouRs residents of every Florida community will decide
(PROSECCO & SPARKLING ROSE) 2-4-1 how to balance the needs of local homeowners, visi-
v tors, investors, the hospitality industry and the on-
1/2 OFF ALL OTHER POURS ON ALL OTHER WINES line travel industry. As each of these bills funnel

Tem - GLOSE through a legisfative gauntlet of vetting commitiees,

we will keep you posted. Check out Commissioner
(LOCATED IN THE NORTH BEACH ART DISTRICT OF FORT LAUDERDALE) = 3337 NE 33RD ST. FT LAUDERDALE, FL Roberts' March / April 2017 Newsletter, also in this

edition. — [editor]*s

{4 Printed by The UPS Store: 954-568-1990 @@



Homeless... Confinued

The High Cost of Doing Nothing
For decades, Congressional skeptics shared the
belief that society has no moral obligation to care
for those who fall behind, relegating attempts to
address homelessness to ancillary provisions in
legislation targeting mental health issues, veter-
ans' assistance, the disabled, substance abuse,
and other conditions for which homelessness is a
shared symptom. The 2009 legislation dramatically
cleared this hurdle when unimpeachable studies
repeatedly demonstrated that maintaining a bare-
bones shelter system or doing nothing costs tax-
ayers significantly more than housing the
omeless.

A May 2014 study funded by the Central Florida
Commission on Homelessness tracked public ex-
penses accrued by local chronic homeless individ-
uals, ranging from criminalization and incarceration
costs to medical treatment and uninsured emer-

ency room intakes. |n contrast with the average

31,065 annual public cost for each chronic home-
less person living on the street, Florida taxpayers
would only pay 21{),{]51 to give that person per-
manent housing with case management services,
job training and health care - a 68% savings. A
2013 similar study in Fort Lyon, Colorado clocked
a &2% taxpayer savings. A 2014 analysis by re-
searchers from the University of North Carolina
frﬂved that housing homeless individuals in Char-
otte would save taxpayers 60%.

As observed by Man Roman, president of the
Washington-based National Alliance to End
Homelessness, "Research shows that over 85 per
cent who receive permanent sugpoﬂed housing
stay housed - and numerous published studies in-
dicate the savings in health care and corrections
costs.” Forced to concede that their preferred
do-nothing policies were trebling the tax bite on
constituents, hardline Congressional opponents
relented, and backed the new laws.

Housing our Vets

In 2014, First Lady Michelle Obama tested the
policy’s effectiveness by launching the “Mayors
Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness”. While
Phoenix and some towns had previously housed
veterans considered chronic homeless, no city had
done so for all its homeless veterans.

On January 2, 2015, New Orleans became the
nation’s first city to achieve that goal. America’s
fourth largest city, Houston, Texas, home to the
nation’s largest population of veterans (300,000,
housed its 3,650 of its 300,000 veterans by June
2015, ending veteran homelessness. A month
later, Las Cruces became the first city in New
Mexico to end veteran homelessness. On Veterans
Day, 2015, Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe
announced that his state was the first in the nation
to house all of its homeless veterans, along with
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Schenectady, New
York, Las Vegas, Nevada, Syracuse, New York and
Santa Fe, New Mexico. A week later, Binghamton,
Mew York also housed its homeless veterans.

In February of 2016, Connecticut Governor Dan
Malloy announced that his state was the second in
the nation to end veteran homelessness in all
cities and counties, By May 13, 2016, San Antenio,
Texas housed all its homeless veterans followed by
Long Island, New York in June. On November 11,

2016 - Veterans Day — Governor Jack Markell announced that Delaware had be-
come the third state to functionally end veteran homelessness. In the Sunshine
State, Volusia and Flagler Counties and Daytona Beach also capped veteran home-
lessness. Leveraging streamlined HUD resources, 38 cities and counties have suc-
cessfully housed their homeless veteran Eopulatuons in less than two years — and
announced plans to house their chronic homeless. A similar number of jurisdictions
anticipate housing their homeless veterans by next year,

In 2015, Broward housed every one of its 577 homeless veterans who aspired to
forgo life on the street. According to Broward's Continuum of Care (CoC) Board,
which coordinates funding for homeless services, if the $21.6 million annually alle-
cated to countywide homeless services were increased by $11.8 million, Broward's
remaining homeless could also be housed. The CoC Board proposed that the

Confinued on page 16

33% STREET\WINE!BAR showcasts

CUM :DJ

Show. Don’t miss this one, folks!

Featuring on this show we're also excited to present New
York-based author/musician/comedian Willonius Hatcher, and
Florida's Funniest Comedian finalist Chris Roe. And of course
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Homeless... Confinued

County and its 31 municipalities each fund 50% of the incremen-
tal expense to reduce homelessness to "functional zera” (Fort
Lauderdale’s annual share would be $562,753).

Functional Zero is a bureaucratic benchmark that indicates suffi-
cient resources to relocate any homeless people — whether still
in shelters, on the street or elsewhere in a jurisdiction — into
housing within 30 to 20 days - unless they refuse. In Broward,
about 350 chronic homeless - including some 50 veterans —
have declined participation, a majority of whom are mentally ill,
substance-addicted, or both. Since the CoC funding estimates
exclude significant resources from religion-based and civic non-
profits committed to eliminating homelessness, their ultimate in-
clusion should reduce the projected fiscal burden on City and
County taxpayers.

Spending Race to Block Pork

The statewide success of these programs reached Tallahassee in
2016, when Florida Senator David Simmons (R - Seminole) filed
Senate Bill 1534 during the last legislative session. Following its

KILL 16,000

GALT MILE NEWS

approval by every member of each vetting committee, and its
unanimous approval in both the House and Senate, the bill was en-
acted on July 1, 2016,

While endorsing the rapid rehousing and continuum of care strate-
gies detailed in federal law, the Florida Statute’s two-fold rationale
for expediting the delivery of resources varies slightly from its fed-
eral counterpart. While seeking to quickly move individuals and
families off the street and into homes, the bill also imparts how the
expedited spending timetable precludes beneficiaries from devel-
oping "a dependency on the assistance,” an unusual deterrent
since the “Chronic Homeless” who represent an estimated 15 to 18
percent of the legislation’s beneficiaries will by definition require in-
termittent long-term support.

Congress had another motive for the dwarfed spending windows.
While the Recovery Act and HEARTH were gathering momentum
on the Hill, lawmakers debated how to best deter local govern-
ments from warehousing grant money in budgetary slush funds,
which could later be reallocated to new vending machines in the
Cattleman’s Arena food court, or the Annual Tapeworm festival.
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Signature on file

Available to ALL customers

Available if mail is picked up regularly
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Award-Winning 24/7
Care

* Experienced, board certified ER physicians on staff 24/7
* Comfortable environment
¢ Short wait times

- b

» Compassionate ER nurses trained in critical care
» Offering geriatric-friendly ER rooms

Emergencies can happen at any time. For over forty years,

Broward Health Imperial Point has been providing life-saving

emergency services to the community. Our commitment to

our patients has been nationally recognized by The Joint

Commission and The Women's Choice Awards for Patient BROWARD
Safety in 2017 and Stroke Center in 2016. Broward Health HE AI.TH

Imperial Point offers the expertise and resources of one of the
largest health systems in the country, with the convenience IMPERIAL

of a neighborhood hospital. P 0 I N T

6401 N. Federal Highway, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
954.776.8610 - BrowardHealth.org/BHIP




Comprehensive Medical Care
For Adults and Children

MEDICAL

e Personalized Services for your Primary Care and Urgent Needs
e Extended and Weekend Hours - Open 7 days from 9am to 7pm
e Same Day Appointments and Walk-Ins Welcome

e On-Site Laboratory, X-Ray, Ultrasound, and EKG

e Physician On-Call 24/7 for Health Questions and Concerns

® Most US Insurance and International Traveler’s Plans Accepted

e Specialist referrals and hospital admissions coordinated by staff

Call - 954.568.1818 2985 North Ocean Boulevard
www.statmedclinic.com Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
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