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ELSS LEGIéLATIVE UPDATE
FROM ELLYN BOGDANOFF

THE ENDGAME

*Last May, an official from the Fire Marshals union played out a charade choreographed six years
earlier, when the 2010 fire sprinkler opt-out legislation filed by then Statehouse Representative
Ellyn Bogdanoff was on the verge of approval by the legislature. Unable to block Bogdanoff's hill,
Fire Marshals employed by the Fire Sprinkler Associations offered to withdraw opposition to the
legislation if she agreed to remove an Emergency Life Safety System (ELSS) from the opt-out bill.
Since an ELSS is an undefined stew of fire safety elements, the Fire Marshals told Bogdanoff that it
would help associations and their fire safety engineers to frugally comply with local fire codes. Of
course, that was just smoke.

Six years later, Fire Sprinkler Association lobbyists cashed in on the slop they sold to Bogdanoff.
After dispatching an official from the Fire Marshals union to solicit a “friendly” interpretation of the
Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC), they would leverage the resulting Declaratory Statement to de-
mand the installation of an Emergency Life Safety System (ELSS) in thousands of Florida high-rise
associations. Since local Fire Marshals enjoy sole statutory approval authority over any ELSS in their
jurisdiction, the stage was set for a statewide $multi-billion bait and switch. Although barred from
officially requiring sprinklers in associations that opted out, local Fire Marshals could reject any
ELSS that didn't include a Smulti-million sprinkler system. Brazenly exceeding their authority, local
Fire Marshals began ordering associations to immediately install sprinkler systems; others arro-
gantly specified an engineer and contractor for these installations.

At a meeting with Galt Mile officials, Fort Lauderdale Fire Marshal Jeff Lucas disagreed with the
basis for the Declaratory Statement, observing “l would think if you opt out, then you opt out of
all,” and suggested that associations “pursue this with the State". Lucas admonished that an ELSS
would be more expensive than a sprinkler system, and most Galt Mile associations would have to
cough up $millions. To provide the neighborhood association with an opportunity to legislatively
address the Declaratory Statement during the upcoming session, he agreed to temporarily refrain
from enforcing the measure.

Taking his advice, Galt Mile officials met with Statehouse Representative George Moraitis (R - Fort
Lauderdale) and association advocate Donna Berger, who helped Ellyn Bogdanoff draft her 2010
fire sprinkler opt-out bill. Angered by a conspiracy to circumvent the intent of the legislature and
bloodlet Shillions from association homeowners, Moraitis and State Senator Kathleen Passidomo (R
- Naples) filed legislation that would provide associations with the right to opt-out of the costly
ELSS. Given her intimate familiarity with the legislative process, the specific issues at stake and the
slippery tactics of the same opponents she faced in 2010, former Representative and State Senator
Ellyn Bogdanoff also headed to Tallahassee.

Last month Bogdanoff updated Galt Mile officials about the legislation’s progress through the first
half of the session, which was forwarded to thousands of Galt Mile residents facing $multi-million
assessments. By mid-April, Moraitis’ House Bill 653 had been vetted in two committees, and sched-
uled for two more. Passidomo’s Senate Bill 744 survived its first committee, with two to go. Bog-
danoff's reports covering the frenetic second half of the session follow next, including an endgame
that proved a double-edged sword. As Week 7 began on April 18, 2017, Bogdanoff sent the follow-
ing snapshot. - [editor]*

Continued on page 5

WEEK 7
OF SESSION

By Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoff

It was a slow week last week. Between the
holidays and budget, the legislature was only
in Tallahassee 1'2 days. That’s not necessar-
ily a bad thing. | would have written to you on
Friday but | would have nothing to say and
that would be boring. However, we are mak-
ing great progress this week. The House bill
was up in committee yesterday. It seemed
touch and go by the panicked text messages
| was receiving. | ran to the committee room,
heels and all, to testify, only to enter the
room noticing a calm. It was relatively empty
and there was George Moraitis, smiling and
perfectly content with how the bill was mov-
ing. | looked at my fellow lobbyist who repre-
sents another interest on the bill and asked
why he hit the alarm bell. He shrugged. Ugh.
| called leadership to TP the bill.

Continued on page 5




Bogdanoff...Continued

This bill can’t die in committee, | declared. | was assured it was
fine. Not only was it fine, it only got 2 no votes. | wanted to smack
my fellow lobbyist upside the head. Setting their hair on fire is a
well-known pastime of many lobbyists. Session fatigue starts to
set in around the Tth week and every small gesture, comment, or
text sets them off and the issue seems insurmountable. Having
been on the inside has helped me recognize the warning signs of
lobbyists who are about to set their hair on fire. How | missed this
one | will never know. | just hope that | have not been infected
with the syndrome. Maybe it is like the Pod people in that movie...
| digress...

Anyway, you have to love George, he laughed it off and is ready
to push the bill to its next committee and then on to the floor, The
Senate version is up Wednesday at 1PM. There is a strike-all and
the goal appears to be to match up the Senate and House bills.
The strike-all draft | read will require a sign on the building advis-
ing the firefighters that the building does not have sprinklers in
the common areas. It will be up to the Fire Marshall to choose
where the sign goes and how big it will be. | will be speaking to
the Senate sponsor to make sure that it is not a neon, flashing
sign. There are no limitations in the bill and at the very least it
should be placed in a reasonably visible location but not obstruct
the aesthetics of a building. The Fire Marshalls have been testify-
ing against the bill... you know what they say about payback.

After this week, we will have 2 weeks to go. The bills arein a
good place and should hit the House or Senate floor by next
week. | may ask you to start emailing your legislators to encour-
age them to get the bill up and out. | will keep you posted if we
need all hands on deck. The good news is we only have 2%
weeks to go but that is also the bad news. As my law professor
used to say “Mothing is safe when the legislature is in session."

Until next time...

Ellyn

*0n March 28, 2017, just before the bill was approved by the House Civil
Justice and Claims Subcommittee (10 Yeas vs. 4 Nays), Fire Sprinkler Associ-
ation lobbyists Buddy Dewar and William Stander advised the committee to
kill the bill and force homeowners to buy fire sprinklers (dropping any pre-
tense that the bill was about an ELS5). Arguing that the cost was reasonable,
they cited a 2009 DBPR study in which one of six retrofit projects was esti-
mated at 58633 per unit. Warning that retrofit proposals often include
other improvements, they explained that unnecessary aesthetic upgrades
were not required by code, but because "homeowners don't like exposed
pipes in the lobby and along their hallways."

Upon returning to the podium, Moraitis told the Committee that walls and
ceilings must be demolished when retrofitting a structure, and after the
equipment is installed, restoring these walls and ceilings is neither op-
tional, nor an “aesthetic upgrade”. Waving a document he submitted earlier,
Moraitis declared “This is a current vendor proposal for $15,000 per unit."

The panicking lobbyist mentioned by Bogdanoff was Travis Moore, who has
ably supported the bill on behalf of the Community Associations Institute
(CAl). Bogdanoff's encounter with Moore took place on April 17, 2017, in the
House Government Dteratiuns & Technology AJ:dpmpriatiuns Subcommittee,
where a fiscal review had been mandated to address the controversial Con-
dominium Termination issue discussed last month. As expected, Committee
medmhers explored the huge retrofit costs mandated by the Florida fire
code.

Exclaiming that the cost was irrelevant, Rick Butcher from the Fire Marshals
Union told the committee "If they didn’t think it was important, they would-
n't have put it in the code.” Committee Vice Chair Rep. Neil Combee (R - Polk
County) asked Butcher, "Who are 'they’ - these folks who write the code?”

Butcher explained, "It's a technical committee. It's done by a group of
e uiﬁmant experts in their field, and it's passed to the national NFPA,
which puts it into the fire code every 3 years.” Combee then asked “And
these experts are people in the fire equipment business?” "Yes,” said
Butcher, "Manufacturers and installers who want to make their equip-
ment safer.” Combee retorted, "So, the people that make this stuff also
make the rules about what goes into these buildings.” Butcher went
mute. The Committee approved the bill by a vote of 11 Yeas vs. 2 Nays.

Earlier, Bogdanoff met with firefighters to elicit their concerns about the
legislation. In contrast with the Fire Marshals who were paid lobbyists,
they assured her that they had no problem with the bill, but asked if a
sign could be placed on an association property indicating whether the
common areas were sprinklered. Bogdanoff agreed to let the State Fire
Marshall determine the location and size of the sign - although it would-
n't be ostentatious. On April 29, with one week left in the session, Bog-
danoff sent the following update about accelerating events - [editor]*

FINAL WEEK
OF THE SESSION

By Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoft

You will have to forgive me for my short emails but things are
happening fast and if you blink up here, you could lose your
bills and any money you may have in the budget. Last week
we were sweating it. The bill was possibly dead. The Senate
bill was stuck in its last committee of reference and the Chair
of that committee said she was likely done with meetings. The
bill would never get to the Senate floor. On to plan B. Rep.
Moraitis asked another member if he could amend his bill on
the floor and hitch a ride with a bill that was likely to pass.

Not one we are thrilled with but it was going to pass whether
we hitched a ride or not. It is hard enough to find a bill that is
germane to our issues, let alone a member willing to take the
chance that his/her bill will suffer because of our issues.

Our House bill was on the floor on Friday. We were told that
we could amend our bill onto the other member's bill but
needed to get permission from the Senate sponsor. | ran over
to the Senate and met with staff. They said the Senator would
be happy to take the House bill up with our language so we
were safe. Late Thursday night, as we are on a 1 hour notice
for meetings, our Senate Committee Chair noticed anather
meeting for Friday and our Senate bill was on the agenda...
whew. Back to plan A, which was a good thing because Friday
morning the other bill sponsor decided that our bill could sink
his and he was not comfortable putting our language on his
bill. Plan B was dead.

QOur bill passed out of its last committee of reference in the
Senate on Friday and is headed to the Senate floor. Rep.
Moraitis® bill was heard and rolled over to third reading. We
have a tight time line because the Senate or House will not be
an the floor Monday. Assuming the bill is passes out of the
House on Tuesday, it heads to the Senate and Senator Pas-
sidomo is free to pick it up in messages and BOOM, we are
done. Butit ain't over until it is over. With fingers and toes
crossed, you may get a one sentence or one word response
from me when and if it passes because the last week of ses-
sion is nuts. Allin all, we are in good shape heading into the
last week of session.

The moral of the story: A bill is dead until it is not or it is alive
until it is dead.

Until next time...

Ellyn Continued on page 8
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EDITOR'S COMMENTARY

EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
Chip LaMarca’s APRIL 2017 Newsletter

*In his April 2017 constituent update, District 4
Broward Commissioner Chip LaMarca uses a picto-
rial roadmap to demonstrate how the Broward Con-
vention Center will evolve into a full blown
Exposition Community featuring a Headquarters
Hotel surrounded by venues for entertainment,
shopping, dining, and recreation - for both visitors
and residents, announces the precursor to a lucra-
tive long-term agreement between Port Everglades
and Royal Caribbean Cruises, invites constituents to
share in a rebate for promoting water conservation
to friends and neighbors and details how a newly in-
stalled State-of-the-Art Computer-Aided Dispatc
{CAD) system will expedite emergency response
times countywide - benchmarking one of the largest
Emergency 911 consoclidations in the nation.

Racing for Room Nights

Commissioner Chip LaMarca’s campaign to reinvent
the aging Greater Fort Lauderdale / Broward County
Convention Center as a world class exposition
venue may finally bear fruit. Three years ago, in his
June 2014 Newsletter, LaMarca surmised that en-
hancing the County's Convention Center with a ded-
icated hotel and a facelift would plug a fiscal leak
through which the County loses tens of $millions in
new business every year, exclaiming “This has been
a goal of mine since being elected in 2010."

Despite its strategic waterfront location by the Port
Everglades tourism nexus, the snake-bit Convention
Center has been burning cash for years. Consult-
ants have repeatedly tﬂﬂf the County Board that the
Convention Center is unable to compete with similar
venues in other second tier cities because it lacks
an integrated lodging fanﬂ'.-'ct!v. Warehousing thou-
sands of guests who attend the 280 annual Conven-
tion Center events in 50 different local hotels is a
marketing nightmare.

Without an affiliated hotel, Convention Center offi-
cials are precluded from even bidding on more than
one third of the prospective convention opportuni-
ties — those that require dedicated lodging. To com-
pete with other second tier convention cities that
offer onsite lodging, the Center must offset their
lack of a hotel with a laundry list of e#:ensive perks,
further squeezing embattled profits. Three bungled
County initiatives to correct this competitive short-
coming were, in varying proportions, flummoxed by
stupidity, turf protection... and greed.

Early Plans Bungled

When the Greater Fort Lauderdale / Broward County
Convention Center opened in 1991, an initial County
attempt to build a related hotel abutting an Interna-
tional Trade Mart ﬂ‘ip ed. When reconsidered in
1997, threats of an African-American tourist boycott
prompted the County Commission to exclusively
evaluate hotel plans submitted by minority-owned
developers. Shortly after real esfate magnate R.
Donahue Peebles was awarded the hotel contract,
the County learned that it had inadvertently agreed
to cover any of the developer’s defaulted payments.
When partnering hotel management company Wynd-
ham International pulled out along with the National
Baptist Convention — another project é:anner-— Pee-
bles threw in the towel and sued the County for de-
velopment costs. He lost; as the project washed out
for the second time.

On November 1, 2007, the Broward Commission se-
lected a bid winner from two world-class hoteliers
{and their partner developers), each of which pre-

By Eric Berkowitz

sented plans for a 1,000-room Convention Hotel on 17th
Street - next to the Broward Convention Center on
Eisenhower Boulevard off Southeast 17th Street at Port
Everglades. Rejecting a plan submitted by Marriott and
developer Hensel Phelps Construction, a ten-person se-
lection committee chaired by tourism Guru Nicki Gross-
man that included 8 Broward Commissioners instead
awarded the project to Hilton Hotels and their developer
FaulknerUSA by a close six to four vote.

Both bidding teams planned on using hotel revenues to
repay $400 million raised from Broward-authorized tax
exempt bonds. While Marriott declined any public back-
ing, Hilton wanted an annual $6 million pledge of hotel
bed taxes as a guarantee against missed loan pay-
ments. Also, if the hotel took a dive, Broward taxpayers
would pay down the debt service. Hilton's ace-in-the-
hole was former Executive Director Christopher Romer
of JP Morgan Securities, who pledged to purchase all
£398 million of Hilton's bonds, while Marriott would
have to chase investors in a recessionary credit market.

Since Marriott's plan was financially self-sufficient while
Hilton placed every Broward rax!oayer on the hook for
their debt, President Mark Schultz of FaulknerUSA,
Hilton's Partnen‘ng developer, conceded that opponent
Marriott’s deal was far better for the County. When in-
formed that the Commissioners ignored the risk to tax-
payers and selected his team's less favorable project, a
disbelieving Schultz declared, “I'm shocked!"” Most resi-
dents were not surprised. Broward Commissioners had
achieved nationwide notoriety for pilfering the Count
cookie jar while throwing taxpayers under a bus. Opting
for expedience over prudence, our County Commission-
ers were primarily driven by enlightened self-interest as
Hilton lobbyists offered committee members a more in-
triguing buffet of personal and political “incentives”
than their Marriott peers.

Hilton vs. Marriott Backfires

When word got out that Hilton banking partner JP Mor-
gan Chase was suing FaulknerUSA for $6.1 million in
defaulted loans from a similar project in Austin, Texas,
the guestionable County decision became juicy media
fodder. In addition to a $6.6 million court judgment
stemming from a hornet’s nest of litigation over flood-
ing problems in the Austin Hilton Convention Center
Hotel, FaulknerUSA was facing $millions more in liabili-
ties from 17 lawsuits (and 68 liens) by irate condo own-
ers, unpaid subcontractors and project organizer Austin
Convention Enterprises Inc. Despite under-the-table
damage control “agreements" between project lobby-
ists and suspiciously vested public officials, the project
began fo unravel.

After demanding proof of FaulknerUSA's fiscal health in
January of 2008, County Administrator Bertha Henry
stoically announced, “There is nothing that says
Faulkner is dropping out of this deal, but they have to
respond to us that they have the wherewithal to do this
project. We will not enter into a development agreement
with a company that is not stable.” Seeking to hedge
f:gainst anticipated County intentions to sever besieged

aulknerUSA from the project, Hilton brought Hense
Phelps Construction — the partner of rival bidder Mar-
riott — to an emergency meeting with County officials.
With Commissioners circling the wagons in classic
“CYA" formation, Hilton's frantic eleventh hour aftempt
to salvage their project by switching dance partners
proved futile.

Continued on page 7



Editor's Commentary...Conltinued

On December 8, 2009, the County Commission officially
pulled the plug on the $400 million project, but not be-
fore frittering away another $1.6 million in pork payouts
to LMN Architects; Hospitality Real Estate Counselors;
the law firm of Siegel, Lipman, Dunay, Shepard &
Miskel; the engineering firm Craven Thompson & Asso-
ciates; the urban planning firm Hughes Hughes Inc.; the
architectural firm Arch Alliance and the law firm of
Squire Sanders - for no ostensible reason. To avoid
threatened legal action, intimidated Commissioners
also refunded FaulknerUSA's $2 million deposit — with
interest. The after-effects of this fiasco lingered for
years, as deflated County Commissioners tried to dis-
tance themselves from attempts to revive the project.

A dth Bite at the Apple

As the recession faded and tourism spearheaded the
State’s economic recovery, visitors from all over the
planet returned to Florida's coasts — or marched inland
from Orlando to the Everglades. When a 2013 study by
hospitality consultant HVS demonstrated the need for
more hotel space and meeting facilities near the Con-
vention Center, it spurred renewed interest in an ex-
panded convention center complemented by an
affiliated hotel, shops and entertainment. In 2014, the
scales finally tipped in the project’s favor, as even tradi-
tional opponents conceded to an inevitable one-time in-
frastructure enhancement that would inject $hundreds
of millions into the local economy.

The Broward Workshop re-ranked the convention cen-
ter project as a top priority. Spooked by the prospect of
competing with an mte?rate retail space, local busi-
nesses and commercial property owners long opposed
to the ’pmject relented when offered input into the selec-
tion of onsite merchants. Having lodged conventioneers
for decades, even local hoteliers concerned about los-
ing room nights to a dedicated convention center hotel
began supporting the project when the burgeoning
tourist economy created a growing shortage of lodging
around the convention center

Noting how a bond issue that partially funded the con-
vention center in 1991 had expired in 2013, former
tourism Czarina Nikki Grossman asserted that it was
“the appropriate time to bring up convention cenler ex-
pansion,” adding “Then we could compete fairly with
other tier-two convention sites around the country.”

Exploring design concepts at an April 1, 2014 County
Commission Workshop, consultant HVS rolled out four
Master Plan options featuring an expanded convention
center and a headquarters hotel nested in a fully infe-
grated retail space offering nightlife, shops and restau-
rants. Hawnﬂ reviewed the consultant's fiscal impact
study after the Workshop, County Administrator Bertha
Henry exclaimed “Let's do this, let's get it done," and
placed the four design presentations on the County
Commission meeting agenda.

With the procurement process at hand, on May 19, 2015,
the County Board designated itself as the Direct Pro-
curement Authority (DPA) for the Broward County Con-
vention Center Expansion and Headgquarters Hotel
Projects. By June 24, 2015, the County Board had re-
ceived contractor applications from 1) Cohen Brothers
Development Corporation of Florida LLC; 2) Fort Laud-
erdale Convention Center Hotel LLC; 3) Hensel Phelps
Development, L.L.C.; 4) Matthews Southwest Holdings,
Inc.; 5) Omni Hotels Management Corporation; 6) The
Related Companies, L.P. and PRH Investments, LLC. By
April 26, 2016, five contractors had either withdrawn or
were disqualified, leaving only Matthews Southwest
Holdings {MSW) of Lewisville, Texas, and its develop-
ment team. When the County Board learned that MSW's
general contractor for the project was Tutor Perini
Building Corp., they went ballistic and dropped anchor.

Since Tutor Perini was battling with the County over
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cost overruns in two other Broward projects (the new county court-
house and the airport south runway), on A:;;gust 10, 2016, MSW
dumped the GC in favor of Plantation-based Balfour Beatty Con-
struction. Although somewhat cloudy, the issues surrounding the
conflict are consistent with the Broward Board's historically dys-
functional perspective, as the County had filed a legal action
against Tutor Perini for $34 million in damages, which it settled six
months later by paying the company $18.9 million.

Six fgys fater — with Tutor Perini out of the picture — the County
Board finally gave MSW the green light at the August 16, 2016 Com-
mission meeting. They also approved a $30,373,750 Final Purchase
Agreement for the acquisition of the 78-year leasehold interest in
the adjacent Portside Yachting Center, LLC (PYC) - providing MSW
with an additional 4.5 acre design footprint.

On November 1, 2016, the County and the City of Fort Lauderdale
agreed on one of the two design schemes crafted by MSW. Al-
though a County project, the City has final approval over what is
built on the site. On April 4, 2017, MSW released its profect render-
ings for a presentation to the County Commission.

The $550 million project calls for a 400,000 sq. ft. addition to the ex-
isting 600,000 sq. ft. Convention Center, an intermodal transporta-
tion area, a rooftop event site and a Headguarters Hotel with 800
rooms. Unlike the L-shaped hotel demonstrated to stakeholders in
2016, the new oblong design is located on the former portside site
and lines up with the convention center, leaving nothing to block an
open view of the Infracoastal Waterway. The 320-foot height limit
was imposed by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the
iconic Sailfish fountain at front of the center will be relocated under
the supervision of the artist. The presentation also provided a de-
lighted LaMarca with grist for his April 2017 Newsletter — which is
located elsewhere in this edition — [editor]*

Read Chip LaMarca’s Newsletter
on page 12
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Bogdanoff...Continued

*Moraitis’ House bill was approved in the House Commerce Committee - its final committee
stop - on April 24 (23 Yeas vs. 3 Nays) and sent to the House floor. Thanks to a fortunate
scheduling quirk, on April 28, the Senate Bill finally cleared its last stop in the Senate Rules
Committee (12 Yeas vs. 0 Nays). Although Ellyn was pleased that both bills were out of com-
mittee and parked on the floor, in the few remaining days, the legislation still had to be ap-
proved in both chambers. Tick Tock. On May 2, Ellyn squeezed out the following frenzied
message - [editor]*

FINAL DAYS OF THE SESSION

By Eln Setnor Bogdanoff

| am writing you from the 4th floor of the Capitol waiting for the Senate to go
back in after a lunch break. The House is busy working and Rep. Moraitis
passed his bill out and it is on its way to the Senate with a few fleas.

Rep. Diaz was amended onto the ELSS bill, to aveid conflicting statutory lan-
guage.

The Governor signed off on our language, in particular, because we upped the
voting to two-thirds. The Governor's office expressed some concerns about the
Diaz hill, which creates criminal penalties for some acts (that are quite frankly,
criminal) and other provision that carry some costs,

However, none of those provisions are anywhere near the cost of an ELSS sys-
tem. I've attached the bill for your review (link below), and | don't want to set off
any alarm bells, but this just made my job 100 times harder. | may need to solicit
your help in letting the Governor’s office know we will eat the fleas for the
greater good.

Let me know your thoughts on the bill. | may update you if the Senate passes it
out today. It hasn't been received yet but it's only 2PM.

Until next time. ..

Ellyn

*While bouncing between the House, Senate and the Governor's office, Moraitis and
Bogdanoff had to quickly and convincingly resolve obstacles that commonly sink bills in the
home stretch, by negotiating problematic concessions on the fly. Agreeing to sacrifices
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required for the legislation's survival is colorfully char-
acterized as “eating fleas” - [editor]*

BOGDANOFF'S
FLEA MARKET

*In 2006 and 2009, shortly after Fire Sprinkler opt cut
bills were overwhelmingly approved in the House and
Senate, a contingent of fire marshals employed by the
Fire Sprinkler Associations convinced Governors Jeb
Bush (in 2006) and Charlie Crist (in 2009) to veto the
bills. This time, when the Fire Marshalls took a run at
Governor Rick Scott during Week 5 of the session, Sena-
tor Passidomo was hot on their heels, and toughened
the voting standard to deter a veto. To placate Scott, the
bills would be amended to require that associations opt
out of an ELSS by a two-thirds vote of the full member-
ship, not a simple majority.

Not surprisingly, thousands of associations that voted to
0 rt out of the sprinkler retrofit did so with the approval
of 95% - 100% of the membership. As such, resetting the
ELSS opt-out standard at two thirds of the voting inter-
ests shouldn't adversely impact the outcome, given how
a Smulti-million assessment looms as the alternative.

In noting that “Rep. Diaz was amended onto the ELSS
bill,” Bogdanoff is referring to legislation sponsored by
Sen. René Garcia (R - Hialeah), Sen. José Javier Ro-
driguez (D - Miami) and Rep. J José Félix Diaz (R - Miami-
Dade). In the House, Diaz filed House Bill 1237 (HB
1237) while Garcia and Rodriguez co-sponsored com-
panion Senate Bill 1682 (5B 1682) in the other chamber.
According to the DBPR, condos in Miami-Dade recorded
the highest number of complaints of any Florida county
for forged ballots, financial fraud, election irregulari-
ties, missing records, and disappearing funds. Of the
1,908 complaints received statewide, 566 were filed in
Miami-Dade.

Armed with a scathing report by a Miami-Dade Grand
Jury, the three Miami lawmakers hoped to rein in the
criminal abuses by rogue boards and shady manage-
ment companies that permeate their districts. In short,
Board members who are convicted of committing crimes
will be subject to Felony charges. These include forging
election ballot envelopes or voting certificates, the theft
or embezzlement of association funds and destroying or
concealing official records in furtherance of a crime. The
bill also term limits board members after eight consecu-
tive years, unless there are an insufficient number of
candidates or if they are elected by a two-thirds super-
majority of the full membership.

Although aware that certain provisions were problem-
atic, Moraitis hesitantly agreed to incorporate the “Diaz"
language to guarantee survival of the ELS5 opt-out bill.
If Moraitis’ Bill hadn’t passed its final review in the
House Commerce Committee - which Diaz chaired - it
wouldn't have reached the House floor. Additionally, the
stand-alone version of the Miami condo bill (HB 1237)
had already been unanimously approved in the House
and Senate and enrolled by 2 p.m. on May 1, almost 2
hours before Moraitis agreed to add the language to his
bill at 3:49 p.m. Unless it was vetoed by the Governor,
the Miami condo legislation would be enacted whether
or not it was included in the ELSS opt-out bill.

After noting Scott’s concern about criminal penalties for
board members, Bogdanoff mentions other provisions
that “carry some costs. Since the bill will require

Continued on page 9



Bogdanoff...Continued

condo associations with 150 or more units to publish a litany of asso-

ciation documents on a password protected web page, most associa-
tions will have to fund changes to their websites by the July 1, 2018
deadline. Shortly before Bogdanoff sent the above message on May
2, Moraitis' bill was unanimously approved by the full House (119
Yeas vs. 0 Nays).

STEPPING INTO THE
SUNSHINE

Despite daunting odds, the next day brought the silver linings that
Moraitis and Bogdanoff hunted for months. On May 3, 2017, Pas-
sidomo’s Senate Bill 744 was swapped out for the House Bill and laid
on the table (euthanized). After Moraitis' House Bill 653 was ap-
proved by the full Senate (36 Yeas vs. 1 Nay), it was ordered enrolled
at 12:09 p.m. - and packed off to the Governor's desk.

If the bill survives the Governor’s veto pen - which it should - battal-
ions of high rise association homeowners throughout the State will
recover a right to forgo the huge special assessment that's been
hanging over our heads since last May (A detailed analysis of the
legislation's impact is forthcoming). Once armed with the Statutory
ELSS Opt-Out, two issues remain central to avoiding a Smulti-million
assessment.

First, a minimum of two-thirds (%5) of a high-rise association’s unit

owners must cast a vote to opt-out of retrofitting an ELSS. Since this
vote carries a “zero-sum” impact, owners who fail to cast a vote will
be considered to have voted against the opt-out (and for an assess-

ment). Second - and equally important - the vote must be
conducted and subsequently registered according to the
terms specified in the amended Statute. Since one regulatory
misstep will void the vote’s impact - and trigger an assess-
ment - the association’s attorney should organize and over-
see the entire process.

It's also worth noting that a Smulti-billion ambush by the
deep-pocketed sprinkler associations-seemigly conceived
and executed over the past six years - was thwarted by some
sleepy retirees in Northeast Fort Lauderdale (with contribu-
tions from association homeowners across the State). Not too
shabby!

To punctuate the successful Statutory slugfest undertaken to
reinstate of our rights as homeowners, GMCA President Pio
leraci has invited Governor Rick Scott to sign the bill into law
at the Beach Community Center, mirroring a similar ceremo-
nial bill-signing by Charlie Crist when Bogdanoff's 2010
sprinkler retrofit opt-out legislation was enacted. Whether or
not Scott will show up is currently running 6-5 and pick ‘'em.
More to come... - [editor]*
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On Sun Trolley's Galt Link

You're just a trolley ride away from some fun on the last

Fridays of April. May, and June. Simply Wave 'n’ Ride the

Sun Trolley's Galt Link to parficipate!
www.suntrolley.com

954-TROLLEY

Remember to download the Free Sun Trolley
Tracker App to frack our trolleys in real-fime

“Feel Good FRIDAYS"

SCHEDULE

Bingo with Prizes
April 28, 2017

Chair Yoga
May 26, 2017

Live Tunes
June 30, 201/




EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE
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ideas to irlrpru'ui:~Fc-:l Lauderdale

Featured Creatures

Inifi.: wawelbisevents com/events
1 8 Famingo Gardens
9am. tod pm.

Inéo bt/ Ramingogardens.org
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ONE SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

THU FRI SAT ROTS

1 Friday Might Smnd‘.‘.‘a‘ues 3 Lanakila lki Ocean Challenge
F'er‘-:urr'w Fur‘nab Iy Playboy Fort Lauderdale Beach
F1 Lauderdale Beac Hu!) (1100 SeaBreeze Bivd. )
(Las Olas & A1A) Bam. to7 pm.
6 to 9 pm Infa.; 305-213-5802 N T W N '
INTO .
First Friday Food Trucks L.J U I_Y 8
Fiamingo Gardens North Beach Art Wakk Moonlit Movies
e JER Lt s Movie: Storks
iniay: FtpFaaeamingogardens.org SHEL AL Jaco Pastorius Park, 3 p.m
8 9 Friday Might SoundWaves 0 Dig The Beach Volleyball Info.: 954-630-4507
PFtrfnrmEr' 5chcé::ul n!hﬁoc'r-. " P |Tfﬂglughéze
t Lauderdale Beach Hub nchor Park, Delr. ach
(Las Olas & ATA) Fa.rn.ﬁ 7 p.m, JULY B*g
610 9 pum. Info.: 561-241-3801 25th Annual International Mango Festival
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
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ArtStroll Friday Night SoundWaves o e 8am.to1pm.
15 L[] O o anctae | SRS Lt 21 Info.: 954-630-4495
Infa.: 954-909-2200 Ft Lauderdale Beach Hub 9am. o5 pm.
[Las O',!a;’;_l’:‘l]"blil Info.: 954-524-2733 JULY 15
' 6th Annual Boca Burger Battle
Sanborn Square Park (72 N. Federal Hwy.), Boca Raton
6 to 10.p.m.
: Bay P Info.: 561-338-7594
Father's -,-af[: 'JL: Tournament
Royal Palm Park, Cabland Park
R JuLy2530
22 2 3 2 4 # da L,-,;rjmmlgﬂs?;ﬂ-,{ Registration: hitp://www.Ibtsevents.com/bugfest-by-the-sea
Friday Might SoundWaves A RN ER
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Ft Lauderdale Beach Hub L L 'I}Ifmen il Underwater Pier & Beach Cleanu
(Las Olas & ATA) Sem e bl p
6100 pm. nfo.: B88-729-690 IE.,?TS%‘* e
Mio.: - -
Sth Anwial Triceph Sk Run/alk 2017
Vista View Park in Shelter #5, Danvie
o s FOR A COMPLETE
LU
29 IV Savbor Food 30 rdag,-l'tlght SoundWaves 1 LISTlNG OF EVE NTS,
& Wine Exhibition e L::_Irlge ;j' IhFBr;ech'l_.?fh
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Mia t Lauderdale Beach Hub
: J;-IrE:-I:-)r‘ I:L.r.-.lI:,n'ln;;-n Lulntl;rr (Las ﬂéﬁfn ?'agn'"-”'n'l G O TO T H E
2108 pm. 2 103 pm
Infi: 305-358-5968 CALENDAR AT
Friday Night Music in the Square
GMCA Advisory Boand Meeting Angfin's Squere [E| Mar & Commerdial ),
Plane: Nick's lifan Restaurant” 6:30 1o 10:30 pm
1100 am Info; 954-776-5002
onth | & the Beach LB fon), 9 to 9:30 am,, Info.: 954-776-1000

First Saturday of E\rﬁ'j'l"il:ﬂﬂt North Beach ArT Walk, 3280 NE 32nd St, 7 to 11 pum., Info.: 954-537-3370

Second Saturday of Every Month: Beach Sweep, Fort Lauderdale Beach Park, 1100 Seabreeze Bivd,, 7 to 11 am., Info.; 954-593-8501

Second Saturday of Every Month: Burlock Coast Farmer's Markel, Burlock Coast at the The Ritz-Carften, 9 am. to 3 pm., Info.: myfortlauderdalebeach.com

Second Tuesday of Every Month: Orchid Greenhouse Tours, Bonnet House, 11 am. to Noon, Infou: 954-703-2606

Mondays: Food Trucks at Artspark, 5:30 to 10 p.m., You ngs | Circle in Hothy -_;d

Thursdays: BHIF Farmer’s Market, Broward Health Imperial Poi mhf*dﬂl ion (633 N Federal Hwy), 11 am. to & pm,

Sundays: Tour-the River Ghost Tour, Stranahan House & Water Taxi, 7: ,._Ipnr fnc 954-524-4736

Sundays: Las Ofas Sunday Market, 333 East Las Olas Bivd. & SE d4th Ave,, 9 am. to 2 pm,, Info. 954-426-8436

Saturdays: Saturday Night Under the South Florida Stars, Fox Astr anomi ml Observaton y at Markham P-. k, Sunset to Midnight, Info.: 954-384-0442

Daily: Yoga on the Beach, Ocean Manor Resort (4040 Gatt Ocean D), 9:30 am. (weather permitting), Mats supplied, $10 donation, Open o the Public, Info.; 754-701-0197 or 516-840-1
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Dear Broward County Residents,

| am honored to serve as your county
commissioner, representing our coastal
communities from Deerfield Beach to Fort
Lauderdale and all of the amazing communities
in between. Here are some recent highlights
from around Broward County,

Convention Center Expansion and Head-
guarters Hotel Update

The Broward County Commission initiated a
landmark project to expand the existing Con-
vention Center facility and add an on-site head-
quarters hotel. The vision for the project is to
expand the Convention Center by 300,000
square feet and add a headquarters hotel with
at least 800 rooms that takes full advantage of
the services around this great location. The
planned expansion and new on-site hotel at
Broward County's Convention Center is ex-
pected to bring an immediate positive economic
impact not only to the
local community, but
also throughout the
state. This expansion
can generate larger -
events, more meeting -
attendees and increaaed =
overnight stays. With
larger events and more
traveling conferences,
there is also an ex-
pected increase in full
time jobs available for
residents of Broward
County as well as in-
creases in local and
state tax revenues.

Broward County's long-
time vision of expansion B
and an on-site conven- %
tion headquarters hotel
will become a reality in
the near future and while S5
the current 600,000 '
square foot facility is al-

Chip LaMarca's

APRIL 2017 Newsletter

ready the core of a successful meeting and convention location, future growth is on
the harizon to accommodate the numerous inquiries and needs of larger events. The
economic impact analysis of the Convention Center expansion reported over 47 more
events annually, an estimated 50 percent increase in new attendees, and more than
115,000 new annual overnight stays. The report also stated that new annual spend-
ing of $83.1 million (in 2013 dollars) can be made by delegates, exhibitors and event
organizers, providing 721 permanent full-time jobs, more than $96 million in future
annual tax revenues (in present value); more than $70 million to the State of Flonda,
%21 million to Broward County and $1.1 billion in recurring economic impacts over a
20-year period.

Recently, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) was presentad with the con-
ceptual design for the Convention Center Expansion and Headquarters Hotel Project.
These conceptual drawings are based on feedback from the Board, the City of Fort
Lauderdale and the County team (staff and consultants). Many of the features were
discussed and incorporated in the conceptual design. These features include: creat-
ing a synergy between the meeting and event facilities of the Hotel and Convention
Center expansion, connecting to existing facilities, adding a new event courtyard to
create a center of activity on the Port Everglades waterfront, and maximizing eco-
nomic return through flexibility. The location of the Hotel was also very important,
therefore locating the Hotel on the current site of the Portside Yachting Center was
critical to connect directly into the existing Convention Center. The County Commis-
sion unanimously agreed to acquire the Portside Yachting Center property to maxi-
mize the overall project area.

This creates a more efficient and sensible traffic flow and maximizes views of the wa-
terfront for both the community and guests. Also included in the design is the creation
of an iconic place that utilizes a campus approach and connects all facilities with a
public open space system for community recreation and events and creates a pedes-
trian friendly environment that can be supported by retail and entertainment venues,
Additionally, in order to encourage public transportation and significantly improve traf-
fic flow, the location of the intermodal space will be located at the front door providing
space for traffic to be on the property instead of on the street, efficient drop off and
pick up access, and easy access to parking as well as the street.




LaMarca Newsletter...Continued

An updated construction schedule was
also provided that gives the community a
good idea of the major components of the
project. Ground breaking is expected for
late fall 2018 and the entire facility is ex- —
pected to be open to the public by late fall e e
2021. As your Broward County Commis-
sioner, this is a project that | have been
extremely excited about and I'm looking
forward to seeing it come to fruition. This - .
expansion and new headquarters hotel I " “
will not only create an iconic destination in i "]i I '- 1“
Broward County, it will also provide resi- ;
dents with a beautiful public destination
right in our own back yard.
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Port Everglades Update

The Board of County Commissioners re-
cently approved a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between Broward
County's Port Everglades and Royal
Caribbean Cruises. The MOU provides
the framework for a new long-term busi-
ness agreement that includes complete,
customized renovations of Port Ever-
glades’s Cruise Terminal 25, which is
slated for completion by October 31,
2018. The MOU allows negotiations to
move forward toward a final agreement
that must be approved by the Broward
County Board of County Commissioners.
The new agreement will be effective on
January 1, 2018, and expire on Sept. 30,
2026 with options to extend the agree-
ment for four years, followed by another
five years. Royal Caribbean Cruises also
announced that the newest Celebrity
Cruises ship Celebrity Edge will be in Port
Everglades beginning in the fall of 2018.

encouraged to provide feedback on their call
experience through an online feedback form,
or by calling the Broward County Call Center
at 311. Feedback will be used to enhance the
911 experience for future users.

April is Water Conservation Month
Broward Water Partnerships is educating res-
idents about the importance of saving water
with an effort to reward those whose friends
participate in a rebate program. Anyone who
has already received a rebate for trading a
water-guzzling toilet for a WaterSense® High
Efficiency model or is in the application
process, can win an extra $100 by convincing
five friends to take advantage of the program.
All rebates must be processed and completed

State-of-the-Art 911 Technology
Broward County's Regional 911 Consaoli-
Motorola Solutions' PremierOneTM Com- gf “F =n 0o L .
puter-Aded Dispatch (CAD) system o, b, More information viit Conservation
more rapidly and accurately communicale rpo pesident's Guide to Government pro-
critical information with police, firg and vides a convenient resource to help people
gﬂﬁ;gﬁ?éﬁ;@ﬂﬁﬁ L?Snﬁirg :ﬁrﬁenésnaer_ stay connected to their local government, It
gl e stan 9 .~ inciudes contact information for County offi-
g?nn:;l?%f Br:wr;?gcuunt?ry:;ﬂa!sr;ﬂfy ne_ cials and Federal, State, and local agencies.
investment in emergency communication \r“nﬁgg?gssﬁ:rs] spuigggr;b;;g SE’ 2?5 and social
uﬂvi?éﬁt:'?; vseaaq lﬁ%ﬁl??smgﬁﬁeg:gm:% d www.Broward.org/District4 to receive email
Baieie Bash neyﬂf e tastast aiie updates from our office. If there is anything
é’#ﬂ yresa Dn%g ok inethi : ;tmn " that we can do to assist you with your vision
BEncy resp - for a better Broward, please do not hesitate to
contact our office at 954-357-7004 or by
email at clamarca@broward.org.

MNearly 20,000 public safety professionals
are impacted by this rollout along with
Broward's residents. This is the largest
PremierOne CAD cutover in the United

States, involving 150 workstations, 31 in- As always, itis my honor to serve you.

terfaces and 3500 mobile units, Dispatch- EcSt regards,

ers use PremierOne CAD to capture and [ hiki o Jal &
uickly communicate critical information Jo Ay bR EERS B

e i § lnmi mq

sponders access to prioritize mission-criti-
cal information such as the nature of the
emergency, and possible hazards or con-
ditions at the location. 911 customers are

with first responders. While on route to an
incident, the new system gives first re- C .
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« High Rise Balcony Repairs
» Structural Column Repairs = Pool & Pool Decks
« Full Deck Replacement * Stucco Repairs
« Impact Windows & Doors
» Custom Railings * Planter Restoration
« Catwalk Repairs » Spalled Concrete
* Project Management
» Expansion Joint Replacement
« Expoxy Injections
* Garage Deck Restoration
* Painting & Waterproofing

*120 WINES BY THE GLASS
*WINE TASTING EVENTS

*WINE FLIGHTS
“PIANO BAR, LIVE MUSIC

*COMEDY NITES
*OPEN 5PM DAILY

*HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 5-7PM
*CANDACE'S SPECIAL FOR HER GALT NEIGHBORS
BRING THIS AD FOR 1/2 OFF BOTTLES 5-8PM

(954) 566-2111
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BLINDY & SHADES

WE BEAT ALL ESTIMATES
ALL BRANDS, ALL STYLES

Lifetime Warranty On All Blinds & Shades
SHOP MEASURING
FREE oslFREE S
]
WE REPAIR ALL VERTICALS, _-—PAlR :
BLINDS & SHADES & s

VERTICALS & SHADES ——
REPAIRED & CLEANED ——

MOTORIZED SPECIALIST
309-46-8162 » 994-237-4208

«Interior and exterior painting

« Paper hanging and removal

» Drywall repair

» Pressure washing

« Ise only highest quality of materials
= 5 Star rated by our customers

« 15 Years experience

« Family-owned

=100% Satisfaction guaranteed

YOU PICK THE COLOR
LEAVE THE REST TO US

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL ALON:
(01 954-468-3647 917-330-6261
maprofessionalpainting.com

KILL 16,000 BIRDS WITF ON

GALT MILE NEWS
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EVERY AD TELLS A
STORY

OUR 16,000 READERS WANT TO KNOW YOUR

Target the local market with an ad in the Galt Mile
News, the Galt’s most read paper. With a readership of
nearlg 16,000 people, these newsletters can be a valu-
able PR tool for you & your business, either as a supple-
ment to your current area ad campaign, or as the only
advertising that you do on the affluent Galt Ocean Mile.

i "
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”

KILL 16,000 BIRDS WITH ONE STONE.

. 4 s A WELL NOT LITERALLY.

BUT...BY PLACING ONE AD
IN THE GALT MILE NEWS,
YOU'RE TARGETING 16,000
READERS IN ONE SHOT!

REACH ThHE, BEACH
THE GALT MILE NEWS IS A TASTE OF LIFE ON THE GALT.

SECOND

Newsletters | Magazines | Copywriting

Ll 954-292-6553

NTHLY SPECIALS!



NEW OFFIGE LOCATION

Daniela A. Botoman, MD
FAMILY MEDICINE

* Accepting New Patients

* Conveniently Located on Federal Highway (US1)
* Most Insurances Accepted

4750 N. Federal Highway | Suite 301 "*_". BROWARD
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 | 3a® HEALTH

Phone: 954.491.8676 | Fax: 954.491.5994 PHYSICIAN
BrowardHealth.org GROUP




Heart disease is the No. 1 cause of death in

- the United States so make a healthy heart
part of your New Year's resolutions list.

ﬁ',"h. Simple lifestyle changes can reduce all of
I "m}ﬂ’} the modifiable risk factors for heart disease,
‘Q-r " heart attack and stroke.

Here's five heart healthy tips:
@ 1. Quit smoking - Nicotine constricts your

blood vessels, making your heart
work harder

« 2. Getyour nutrients - The food you eat
b affects your weight, cholesterol
and blood pressure

3. Control your cholesterol - Reduce
intake of saturated and trans fat to
maintain healthy arteries

4. Pass on the salt - Shake the salt habit
and keep your blood pressure reading
near the optimal 120/80

5 Get daily exercise - Commit to a

&) physical activity for at least 30 minutes
a day, every day to lower your

risk for obesity

n:sin

Broward Health Imperial Point

now has a new state-of-the-art cardiac
catheterization lab, offering the most
advanced diagnostic treatment options as
we commit to providing life-saving heart
services to the community.

To learn more,
call 954.776.8860
or visit BrowardHealth.org/BHIP

BROWARD HEALTH
“SIMPERIAL POINT



Shred with Conﬁden ce

Take an important step in protecting your identity:
shred old documents and files

united problem solvers* The-UPS-Store **

The UPS Store Bayview The UPS Store Broward Pm e — e = —— == — .
2805 E Oakland Park Bivd 1007 N Federal Hwy :79 ¢ |
(Oakland & Bayview) (Sunrise & Federal) I l
954.568.1990 954.764.6245 . SHREDDING PER POUND:

theupsstore.com/2033 theupsstore.com/0530 iiisablatinnl
Open Sundays! Open Sundays! : ;i:“:‘?:, ';"Z"F':’M"‘ e T

' The UPS Store’ @

Al sheddang and recycling receplacles and services ae provided by lron Mountain indormation Management®, LLC and its suboontiactons (collectively, “Iron Mountain ™). Neither The UPS Store, Ind., nod The UFS Siores Tranchise network

are affiliates of Inon Mowntain, and no sponsorship or endorsement is intended o implied. The UPS Store locations ace independently ovned and operated by anchisees of The UPS Store, Inc. in the USA and by iks master licensee and its
franchisees in Canada. Products, sendces, pricing and hours o operation may vary by location. Valid at participating U5, localions. BY USING THESE SERVICES, YOU AGREE THAT THEY ARE PROVIDED "AS 157 AND WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY OR
REPRESENTATION OF ANY KIND, WHETHER EXPRESS, IMPLED OR STATUTORY, BJCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMETED TO, IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF SATISFACTORY QUALITY, MERCHAMNTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND WITHOUT
AN GLARAMTEE OF COMPLIANCE WITH ANY OBLIGATION, INCLUDING FEDERAL OR STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS. NEITHER THE UPS STORE, INC. MO THES THE UPS STORE LOCATION SHALL BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES OF ANY KIND,
HOWEVER CALISED.

Coprviight © 2006 The UPS Staie. tne,  MSA10 6050415
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