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; Custom Bathrooms & Kitchens, Flooring Experts
A Marble, Porcelain, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood

General Remodeling, Mold Testing and Removal ...
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215 a family owned and operated company that has dedicated
_:_ 1g sure that every detail is taken care of. We treat every customer
;Emich means we look out for you.

ts 4 pmfesslunal services such as Kitchens, Baths, Flooring,

_. umbing, Mold Removal and anything else you desire. We assume all
m ev ...-'_Flradesman and go beyond making the job satisfactory.

@*take pride in our work and guarantee that we will be on top of every
i detail, making sure your every need is taken care of. We believe in

- communication with our customers and promise you that we're not the
confractor you can't get a hold of. We do it right and deliver what
we promise the first time.

Experience is not expensive its priceless.
Peace of mind is our gift to you.

Licensed & Insured: CGC1510546

WWW.NOTHING-GENERAL.COM 961-208-9947
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ELSS 2019 UPDATE:

A NEW PLAN

Mirroring thousands of other Florida high-rise associations, Galt Mile
homeowners voted overwhelmingly to opt-out of a full sprinkler sys-
tem retrofit - in compliance with former State Senator Ellyn Bn%-
danoff's 2010 statutory opt-out amendment. For six years, the fire
sprinkler associations and their minions in the Fire Marshals union
(Florida Fire Marshals and Inspectors Association — or FFMIA) were
prohibited from requiring a fire sprinkler retrofit in associations that
opted out.

Six years after Ellyn Bogdanoff's 2010 OptQOut legislafion enabled
thousands of highﬂa& associafions o gﬁgﬂ retrofitiing a $mulfi-mil-
lion fire sprinkler system, angry Fire Sprinkler association lobbyists
hell bent on recovering the lost windfall dispatched an official from
the Fire Marshal's union to solicit the Office of State Fire Marshal for
a “friendly” interpretation of the Florida Fire Prevention Code
(FFPC).

Milking the Windfall

Many Fire Marshal union officials have been employed in executive
positions by trade associations that promote the sale of fire sprin-
klers, including the American Fire Sprinkler Association and the Na-
tional Fire Sprinkler Association. These frade groups also fund many
of their events and acfivities.

The sprinkler associations had no intention of leaving a $multi-billion
windfall on the table, and with their support, in May of 2016, Fire
Marshals Associafion President David Woodside petitioned an inter-
pretation of the Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC) in the form of a
Declaratory Statement. Deputy Chief Financial Officer Jay Etheridge
interpreted the code to mean that high-rise associations that opted
out of a fire sprinkler retrofit could be required to install an Engi-
neered Life Safety System.

An Erv%ineered Life Safety System (ELSS) is an undefined set of fire
safety features that "might consist of a combination of any or all of
the following systems:

1. Partial automatic sprinkler protection

2. Smoke detecfion alarms

3. Smoke control

4. Compartmentation or other approved systems, or both"

The FFPC also states that an ELSS “shall be developed by a
registered professional engineer experienced in fire and life safety

system design, shall be approved by the authority having jurisdic-
fion."

By Staiute, enforcement is at the discretion of the local fire marshal.

Prior to the Declaratory Statement, Fire Marshals had approved var-

Lf_irus Engineered Life Safety Systems - with and without fire sprin-
ers.

Although the FFPC states that an ELSS must be designed by an en-
gineer working for the property owner, local fire marshals with Statu-
fory approval authority were encouraged o reject any ELSS that

Eric Berkowitz

doesn't include fire sprinklers - functionally usurping the engineers'
design authority.

In the 2017 and 2018 legislative sessions, former Representative

George Morgitis filed legislafion to enable associations to opt-out of
an ELSS as well. In 2017, the legislation was overwhelmingly ap-
proved in the House and Senate, but vetoed by Governor Scott. Al-

though Moraifis was hesitant fo refile in 2018 - an election year -
since campaigning lawmakers are at the mercy of deep-pocketed
special interests, House Speaker Richard Corcoran advised him to
file the bill anyway, which he did.

Like the previous year, the House and Senate bills were each as-
signed to three vetling commitiees. Senator Tom Lee (R - Thonoto-
sassa), a former Senate President, had announced his intenfion to
run a?ajnﬁt Florida CFO (and State Fire Marshal) Jimmy Patronis.
Lee also chaired the Senate Committee on Community Affairs; the
Senate Bill's first commitiee stop. By stonewalling the bill, Lee
planned to split the Fire Marshals' support for Patronis. The bill died
on the calendar. After also considering a run for Congress, Lee ulii-
mately decided to remain in the State Senate.

In a June 2018 post-session meefing with Rep. George Moraifis
and Ellyn B off, they advised inviting pariicipation by the 4337
Florida high-rise associations that had legally opted out of the fire
sprinkler retrofit, and are now under threat by local Fire Marshals to
install an ELSS that contains fire sprinklers. Such an expansion
could potentially inflate the active support base to roughly 4.5 mil-
lion Florida residents. As a last resort, an expanded support base
would also broaden access fo the financial resources required to
file a legal action against local fire marshals that exceeded their
authority.

Florida Statute section 718.112 (2)(l) provides that, “notwithstand-
ing chapter 633 or of any other code, statute, ordinance, adminis-
trative rule, or regulation, or any interpretation of the foregoing, an
association, residential condominium, or unit owner is not obligated
to retrofit the common elements, association property, or units of a
residential condominium with a fire sprinkler system in a building
that has been certified for occupancy by the applicable governmen-
tal entity if the unit owners have voted to forego such retrofitting by
the affirmative vote of a majority of all voting interests in the af-
fected condominium. The local authority having jurisdiction may not
require complefion of retrofitting with a fire sprinkler system before
January 1, 2020. By December 31, 2016, a residential condo-
minium association that is not in compliance with the requirements
for a fire sprinkler system and has not voted o forego refrofitting of
such a system must initiate an application for a building permit for
the required installation with the local government having jurisdic-
tion demonsirating that the association will become compliant by
December 31, 20197

Continued on page 5



ELSS....Continued

While requiring an ELSS may not conflict with State Law,

collusion by the fire marshals to reject any ELSS without a

sprinkler system (that is not required by the Florida Fire

Egvmﬂm Code) is a deliberate attempt to circumvent
Statute.

Litigation attorneys who specialize in this field also ad-
vised that since the code created by an unelected com-
mercial enterprise was never approved by the Legislature,
it dfsg ji:;ﬁihﬂm “the improper delegation of rulemaking
authori

There are several possible consequences to filing a legal
actfion. It might block enforcement or preclude further col-
lusion by the fire marshals and the fire sprinkler associa-
tions to reject any ELSS that lacks a sprinkler sysiem.
More importantly, it might also provide injunctive relief,
and postpone the installation deadline. This would provide
associations with sufficient ime to repeatedly revisit a leg-
islative solution — until an ELSS optout was enacted.
However, given our upcoming opportunity to address this
issue in the legislature, a legal action is not yet warranted.

The code currently provides for two deadlines. By Decem-
ber 31, 2016, associations were s sed to demonstrate
that they are planning to install an ELSS. The deadline for
installing an ELSS is December 31, 2019,

Shortly after the Declaratory Statement was issued, Galt
Mila association officials also met with Fort Lauderdale

Fire Marshal Jeff Lucas, who didn't agree with the basis
for the Declaratory Statement, nbml‘_? “l would think if
you opt out, then you opt out of all,” and suggested that
associations “pursue this issue with the State.” As the
local “authority ha'-.ﬂr? jurisdiction” only Lucas can decide
enforcement issues. Lucas agreed to posipone enforce-
ment of the December 31, 2016 deadline until the recent
legislative session concluded, after which he s ted
that affected associations “should at least begin looki
into an ELSS."

On Wednesday, October 10, 2018, some Regency Tower
residents met with Jeff Lucas to solicit his take on associ-
ation options going forward. Lucas exclaimed that he will
not violate associations that fail fo meet the Statutory
deadlines, which he characterized as unrealistic. How-
ever, Lucas lamented that until this controversy was set
tled in Tallahassee, his inspections would include an
unthreatening inquiry info fulure compliance. Lucas
pgdhbd out h;t m it costs mhi;g. an assuuia:lig; can
solicit proposals engineers with expertise in desi
ing an ELSS — while fighting to overtum the code pn:ng'-
sion. Lucas added that Engineered Life Safety S angs
were conceived to benefit visiting firefighters,
little protection for homeowners in otherwise code mﬂph-
ant buildings.

_Paahng his former recommendation to fight this issue
allahassee, Lucas remarked, “With a new Govemnor,
ﬂ'IEI'B is an excellent chance that an ELSS opt-out bill filed
in 2019 will become State Law, and end this confusion.”
Addressing the nature of such a bill, Lucas added, “I
would rather see this controversy ended than simply de-
ed for another few years.” We agreed. Lucas has been
a s-on Fire Marshal — and we are lucky to have him.

FACTSS Is Born

Since 2002, Galt Mile associations have served as the

tﬂ;{d‘ﬂn of this fight to block a predatory retrofit mandate

rej wt::h?rpﬂah s e
ec every tate in the country. Following the

Declaratory Statement, Florida associafion attorneys were
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ELSS....Continued

swamped with angry client inquiries about opposing this unwarranted and avaricious levy on association homeowners. As observed by for-
mer legislator Ellyn Bogdanoff, transferring this burden to a dedicated statewide organizafion would enable thousands of other impacted as-
sociations to add their voices —and resources — fo ours.

On Friday, October 12, 2018, Galt Mile and Miami associafion officials met with Ellyn Bogdanoff in pre paration for the upcoming legislative
session (March 5 — May 3), and fleshed out her plan for an expanded statewide support base. A newly formed 501(c)(6) corporation — befter
suited to statewide outreach than the neighborhood association — is retaining Ellyn Bogdanoff (as a lobbyist) o enact an ELSS opt-out bill in
2019. lts govermning board will include association leaders from across the siate.

By late October, Broward and Miami-Dade Association officials had formed the “Florida Association of Condominiums to Support Self-Deter-
mination” or FACTSS. Shortly after creating an informational website (www.factss.org), FACTSS officials and staffers embarked on a mas-
ﬁeﬂﬂe&nh -:;ampaign, primarily targeting the 4337 Florida high-rise associations that had legally opted out of the fire sprinkler retrofit by

16 deadline.

Their efforts were rewarded by scores of inquiries as associations from across the State sought membership and committed resources. A
steering committee was formed to better represent participant jurisdictions. A December 29 message to members announced the creafion of
a “key government affairs team” and confirmed a mutual objective: providing associafion homeowners with the right fo decide for them-
selves whether or not to forgo installing a costly ELSS containing fire sprinklers (despite that the Florida Fire Prevention Code does not re-
quire an ELSS to include fire sprinklers). On January 22, members received a second pre-legislative session update from GMCA and
FACTSS official Pio leraci. The following report discloses how some of the players are poised to influence the planned legislation:

FACTSS UPDATE
January 22, 2019

“Legislative Session”

The State Legislature will formally convene on March § and end on May 3, 2019. The legislature meets for a 60-day session, un-
less called back into session by the governor. FACTS5' government relations team, headed by Ellyn Bogdanoff, is meeting with
the House and Senate leadership, along with state representatives and senators, fo educate Hmm on the ELSS issue, solicit their
support, and seek sponsors for both the House and Senate bills. Now that the new governor has been sworn-in and his staff in

place, Ellyn will be meeting with the governor's staff and Governor antis on the ELSS Issue.

The House and Senate have finished appointing committee chairs and committee members. The House subcommittees of inter-
est will be chaired by Representative ther Fitzenhagen (House Business and Professions Subcommittee) and Representative
Bob Rommel (House Civil Justice Subcommittee). Both are from the Southwest Florida area. Rep Fﬂ‘nnwan has served in
the Florida House since 20112 and is well versed In community assoclation issues. Rep. Rommel was elect 2016, replacing
Senator Kathleen Passidomo {Passidomo filed the successful Senate bill in 2017).

During January and February, legislative committees are meeting, bills are being flled, and much preliminary work of the state
legisiature is done before the formal opening on March 5.

Plo leraci, President
Galt Mile Community Association
Fort Lauderdale

=

Continued on page 16
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By Eric Berkowitz

EDITOR'S COMMENTARY

EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
Heather Moraitis’ JANUARY 2019 Newsletter

*In her January 2019 Newsletier, District 1 City Commis-
sioner Heather Moraitis allays concern about the depar-
ture of storied City Manager Lee Feldman and applauds
a Commission decision to dodge the uncertainties that
often plague an extended search for a competent re-
placement. By reaching into the City cupboard and pro-
moting Assistant City Manager Chris Lagerbloom,
Commissioners sidestepped the prospect of a months-
long mistake-ridden learning curve as Lagerbloom hit
the ﬁum:lrtmnf . In a thinly veiled segue from her De-
cember message,

raitis also offers a preparation
primer for a March 12 Special Election soliciting voter
approval for two 30-year general obligation bonds and a
municipal election makeover.

Municipal Ballot Measures

Via a proposed City Charter amendment, Fort Laud-
erdale's electorate will decide the fate of a $100 million
Police Bond (funding the replacement of a heavily
eroded obsolete Police Headguarters) and a $200 million
Parks Bond to salvage aging infrastructure, expand
recreational assels and create some new parks.

Finally, voters will consider using the general elections
as a template for municipal elections, morphing the 3-
year March City elections into a 4- November event,
while scrubbing the need for primaries. The 3-year terms
served by the current Mayor and City Commissioners
would be extended by 8 months through November,
2020 - after which candidates elected fo these seals
would serve 4-year terms.

To harvest political capital for freezing the millage rate,
previous administrations spent decades watching roads,
sewers, structures and other critical infrastructure
liquify, until backflowing drainage lines and 60-year old
bursting water mains turned entire neighborhoods into
salt-water ponds for weeks at a time. As such, the $300
million we need to borrow for police and parks will be
piled onto $1.4 billion for infrastructure improvements,
$125 million for roads, seawalls and sidewalks — and a
31 billion stormwater mortgage. Get used to the idea -
local taxes and rates are going up. Of course, we can
move inland - or sit idly by as the Federal Highway corri-
dor becomes beachfront property.

Assuring constituents that Lagerbloom was the right
man for the job, Moraitis describes an impressive list of
accomplishments and major municipal projects driven
by the former Assistant City Manager since his amival in
2016. However, this is only the most recent chapter of
Lagerbloom’s Bio.

City Manager Chris Lagerbloom

After earning a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal
justice from ia State University and a Master of
Public Administration from Columbus State Uni-
versity, Lagerbloom served in the Police Department in
Alpharetta, Georgia, from 1995 through 2006, working
his way up from Police Officer to Police Captain.

When the City of Milton, Georgia was incorporated in
2006, Lagerbloom helped establish the inaugural City of
Mifton Public Safety rtment while serving as the
city’s first Police and Fire Chief. After acting as Interim
City Manager from 2007 - 2008, Lagerbloom officially
took the reins as City Manager in 2009.

The Milton Test

While the recessionary economy blistered neighboring
towns and cities, Lagerbloom buoyed Milton by leverag-
ing public-private partnerships. Building a progressive
and dynamic city government from the ground up,

Lagerbloom implemented cutling edge service delivery, in-
novative problem solving, and results-driven operational
strategies, saving $millions for city taxpayers. It worked.
In 2011, the Atlanta Business Chronicle ranked Milton as
having the best quality of life in the metro area. The same
year, Milton was awarded the No. 9 spot in the South for
quality of life by The Business Journals. The National Coun-
cil for Home Safety and Security - and Safewise - both
named Milton the second safest city in Georgia. Milton is
El'&sga a Certified Green Community; and a Certified City of
5.

Lagerbloom has staunchly supported Galt Mile efforts to
quash the inequitable water and sewer rates that unfairly
burden Multi-family homeowners in Fort Lauderdale. Al-
though his resume doesn't feature 30 years of experience,
Lagerbloom is “wicked smart”, and is one of the few candi-
dates who built an award-winning, thriving municipal gov-
ernment from scratch. In addition to the ballot guestion
projects, Lagerbloom must now steer the city through a §3
billion maze of tricky infrastructure and stormwater improve-
menis. Read Commissioner Heather Moraitis' January 2019
newsletter elsewhere in this edition. - [editor]*

Follow Commissioner Moraitis on Facebook, Twitter, or Linkedin
{@heathemoraitis



Commissione

Fort Lauderdale is Moving Full Steam Ahead in 2019!

It is fruly an exciting time to be in Fort Lauderdale! We began the
new year by welcoming Chris Lagerbloom as our new City Man-
ager. Chris replaced Lee Feldman effective January 1st. We
thank Lee for the excellent service he provided to our City, and
we look forward to continuing our success under Chris' leader-

ship.

Chris joined the City in 2016 and for the past three years has
served as one of our Assistant City Managers. He has spear-
headed a number of major projects including streamlining opera-
tions, improving technology, and enhancing service delivery in
our Depariment of Sustainable Development; advancing the mas-
sive "Go Big, Go Fasil" water and wastewater infrastructure im-
provement project; working closely with the Police and Parks and
Recreation departments on two bond referendums; and leading
discussions with Broward County on the potential for a future
shared City/County downtown governmental complex.

Having Chris in place ensures a seamless transition as we con-
tinue to work fogether to achieve our goals, fulfill our vision, and
enhance quality of life for our neighbors. We congratulate Chris

on his new role and wish him as he begins this new and ex-
citing chapler in his career.

Finally, as | mentioned last month, on Tuesday, March 12, a Spe-
cial Election will take place for registered voters in the City of Fort
Lauderdale. The ballot will include two bond proposals and
changes to the City Charter. If approved, a public safety bond
would allocate up to $100 million to construct a new police head-
quarters; a parks bond would allocate up to $200 million for major
upgrades and improvements to our City parks; and Charter
Amendments would move City elections from March fo Novem-
ber beginning in 2020; eliminate primary elections; and increase
the terms of the Mayor and Commissioners from three years to
four years to coincide with the new election cycle.

Please be aware of the following important dates related to the
Special Election. Voter registration for the March 12 Special Elec-
tion closes on Fehmajg 11. To register to vote, visit the Broward
County Supervisor of Elections’ website at www browardsoe.org
or call (954) 357-7050. If you prefer to vote by mail, you may re-
quest a vote-by-mail ballot from the Broward County Supervisor
of Elections. The request may be made in person, by mail, by
Elﬁu‘mne, or online. The last day to request a vote-by-mail ballot
is March 6. Again, for more information, visit
www.browardsoe.org.

Please Join Us for a Pre-Agenda Meeting:
3/4: Beach Community Center (3351 NE 33rd Ave.), 6 -7 p.m.

3/18: George English Park Community Center (1101 Bayview
Dr.),6-7p.m.

SaferWatch App
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SEND SOMETHING. School safety
is BSO's top priority, but we need your help.

Bullying, perceived threats, suspicious activity - the SaferWatch
App gives you the power fo record or report non-emergency inci-
dents as they happen in the hallways, classrooms or courtyards
of your school. Students, parents and teachers now have

ability to communicate with law enforcement seamlessly on a
secure network.

"HEATHER MORAITIS

By Heather Moraitis

Apply Today to Serve on a District 1 Advisory Board
Tlp'le f{'dhwing boards are available to serve on for Disfrict 1:

* Cemetery System Board of Trustees

» Community Appearance Board

* Education Advisory Board

* Fire-Rescue Facilities Bond Issue Blue Ribbon Committee

* Northwest Progresso Flagler Heights Redevelopment Board

If you are interested, please apply online,

For More Information

Feel free to contact our office or Erica Franceschi at
EFranceschi@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5288 for any ques-
tions.

Sign-up for Email Updates/Newsletiers o get additional links to im-
portant city information, upcoming events, photos, commission
agendas and meefing reminders for district meetings. Please con-
tact District 1 Assistant Melissa Coningsby, MConingsby@forflaud-
erdale.gov or 954-828-5033, o receive emails or to schedule an
appointment.«
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Health Care
SERVICES, INC.

*» Medicare Certified Home Health Care Services
and Licensed Private Duty Care - Hourly/Live-In

= Customized Private Duty Care Plans to Support
Patient Needs

* Registered Murses
* Psychiatric Nurse Specialist
* Home Health Aides and Live-Ins

*  Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy
» licensed Clinical Social Waorker

ittty 4245 North Faderal Highway, Suite 200
= Fort Louderdale, FL 33308
& Tl B (954) 783-1998
1N : www.unlimitedhealthcareservices.net
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EDITOR'S COMMENTARY

State Rep. Chip LaMarca’s JANUARY 2019 Newsletter ..o

*In his January 2019 update, District 93 Florida House Representative Chip LaMarca provides an insider look at the second week
of Statehouse Committee activity prior to the 2019 legislative session, citing four informative presentations. He opens with an
economic snapshot from the Office of Economic & Demographic Research, reviews Improvements to Florida Springs & the
Eva?}adns offered by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and pulls together several missives from
the Florida Department of Education {DOE). One es how PreK -12 schools are digging out of an educational black hole.
The second DOE message discusses how the College System promotes career readiness through a H!anir of state-funded finan-
cial assistance programs. Read Representative Chip arca's January 2019 Newsletter, elsewhere in this edition. — feditor]*

THE
LaMarca Letter

to drop, decreasing fo 3.3%, which is lower than the national unemployment rate of

3.7%
| believe these siatistics show why Florida's total GDP recently hit the $1 trillion
mark. In order to put that achievement in ctive, if Florida were a country it

would have the 17th ranked economy in the world. In my view, cutting taxes, balanc-
ing our budget, and maintaining a strong environment for job creation, will keep
Florida on the path of prosperity.

Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee Presents on Water Quality
Policies

This week the Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee met to discuss
Florida's current environmental policies related to the Springs and Aquifer Protection
Act, the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, and the most recent update
on Senate Bill 10 (2017), the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) Reservoir Project.

January 2019- Committee Weeks Begin For the past several years, the frequency and intensity of harmful algae blooms in
This week Florida celebrated the inauguration of  Florida have been increasing, especially in central and south Florida. Excess nuiri-
Governor DeSantis and Lt. Governor Nunez. The  ents flowing into the state's water resources have fueled algal bloom. These events
ceremonies shared a vision for a bolder Florida. have negatively affected coastal estuaries, lakes, creeks, springs, wildlife,

The Florida House looks forward o working with ~ economies, health, and tourism. A disruption in Florida's water quality is a disrupfion
the Governor, Lt. Govemnor, and Florida Senatein  in Florida's way of life.

continuing our steadfast progress of lowering

taxes, creafing a favorable regulatory climate, We have been fighting to fix our water quality issues. The Florida Springs and
providing the best education for our children, and  Aquifer Protection Act was passed in 2016 to add additional measures to protect our
protecting our unique and precious natural re- Qutstanding Florida S}Fﬁngs by addressing the quality and quantity of water in our
sources. By working together to accomplish springs and aquifers. This act created a systematic process for assessing all Out-
these goals, | believe Florida will look forward to ~ standing Florida Springs, delineafing priority focus areas, identifying pollution

an even brighter future. sources, and finally adopting basin management action plans for affected areas. Be-

cause of this act, 145 projects have been implemented across our state to protect
House Commerce Committee receives posi- and maintain our natural springs.
tive overview of Florida's Economy
This week, the Commerce Committee received Another way we have fought to combat these issues is through the Comprehensive
an overview of Florida's economy from the Office  Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). CERP is an extensive plan, with 67 ;‘i;r&jents.
of Economic & Demographic Research. that aims to restore, protect, and preserve Florida's water resources in central and
south Florida. A handful of these projects are planned for completion within the next
The presentation highlighted many positives for 5 years. In 2017, Senate Bill 10 expedited the EAA Reservoir Project to store water
Florida’s economic environment. These highlights  south of Lake Okeechobee. Once these projects are complete, Florida's water qual-
include that Florida's gross domestic product, or ity will see significant improvement.
GDP, has been on the rise with posted growth of
4.0% in 2015, 3.2% in 2016, and 22% in 2017, Water quality and environmental issues are critical fo sustaining Florida's great way
and 4.5% in the second quarter of 2018. GDP is of life. The Florida House is committed to addressing water quality issues and we will
the sum of all goods and services produced over  work hard o ensure the citizens of this staie have prisiine water systems for genera-
time and is used to indicate the health and size of tions to come.
an economy. Florida's GDP also confinues to out-
e the nafional average for economic growth. Continued on page 11
lorida’s unemployment rate has also continued



LaMarca....Contimued

House Committee Receives Overview on School Improvement
On Thursday, the PreK-12 Quality subcommittea, to which | have been
appointed, received an overview of Florida's school improvement
process from the Florida Depariment of Education (DOE). The presen-
tation showed that changes to Florida's Differentiated Accountability
system (DA) for low performing schools are working for Florida's stu-
dents.

Education reforms adopted in 2017 require Florida school districts to
respond quickly to schools that receive a D or F grade by implement-
ing a turnaround plan in the first year after receiving the grade. Statis-
tics presented to the subcommittee show that 68% of DA schools
graded D or F in 2017 improved their grade in 2018, 94% of DA
schools graded F in 2017 improved their grade in 2018, and 59% of
the first-year turnaround DA schools improved their 2018 school grade
to a C or better and exited DA. In the two years after HB 7069 reforms
passed, the number of schools in DA have been cut in half.

These encouraging statistics lead me io believe that Florida’s school
improvement systam is working. | look forward to supporting any
measure that will further improve these numbers and will ensure that
all children in Florida receive a high quality education.

Higher Education & Career Readiness Subcommittee talks Career
and Technical Education and State Financial Aid ProgramsOn
This week, the Higher Education & Career Readiness subcommittes
heard presentations from the Florida Department of Education (DOE)
on career and technical education in both the Florida College System
and technical colleges/Centers as well as state financial aid programs.

The Florida College System and the technical colleges/centers in
Florida provide postsecondary access to students of all ages and from
all walks of life. In particular, students can pursue postsecondary cer-
tificates, industry certifications, and associate degrees that lead to
high skill’high wage employment. The committee expressed a strong
desire to strengthen workforce education opportunities for students,
and | support the Governor's sentiment in his inaugural speech that
career education is vital to the state's economy.

In addition, Florida offers many state-funded programs to increase ac-
cess to postsecondary education. The financial aid programs do this
by: rewarding Florida high school graduates for high academic
achievement, providing funds to students who may not otherwise be
able to afford postsecondary education, and offering student's oppor-
tunities to pursue careers in both technical and academic fields. A few
of the state financial aid programs offered include the Florida Bright
Futures Scholarship Programs, the Benacquisto Scholarship Program
Florida Student Assistance Grants, the Florida Work Experience Pro-
gram, the Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program, and
the Access to Better Learning and Education Grant.

| believe through these scholarships, Florida is able to give all stu-
dents a pathway to achieve their goals and pursue higher education. |
will proudly support any measure which ensures a bright future for
Florida's next generation.

It is an honor to serve as your State Representative in Tallahassee for
District 93. As always, if you have any questions, comments, or con-

cems, that my office may be of assistance to you please do not hesi-
tate to reach out.

Best Wishes,
CHIP LAMARCA

Representative Chip LaMarca
Florida House District 93

INJURED?

i
* AUTO ACCIDENTS .l B
- WRONGFUL DEATH ﬂ /]\
+ SLIP & FALL =L e
- WORKERS COMP. =

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
NURSING HOME NEGLECT

FREE CONSULTATION

954-749-3330

WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME OR HOSPITAL

CHARLES COHEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

SE HABLA ESPANOL = NOU PALE KREYOL

*120 WINES BY THE GLASS
*WINE TASTING EVENTS

*"WINE FLIGHTS
*PIANO BAR, LIVE MUSIC
*COMEDY NITES

*OPEN 5PM DAILY

*HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 5-7TPM
*CANDACE'S SPECIAL FOR HER GALT NEIGHBORS

BRING THIS AD FOR 1/2 OFF BOTTLES 5-8PM

(954) 566-2111
3337 NE 33RD ST, FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33308
33RDSTREETWINEBAR.COM
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EASILY REMOVE AND PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE
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MARCH %: The 258 Anuaim Music Fesival, ‘-im Key Beach Park (Key Biscayme), 1pm. o Midnight, Info: 305-665-5379
MARCH 9-10: Delray Beach Wine & Seafood Festival, Ol Schodl Square in Delray, 11 am. fo 6 pan., Info: 561-274-4663
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MARCH 9-10: Dig The Beach Valleyball in Pampano Beach, 7 am. i 6 pm, bnfa: 561-241-3801

WARTH 10 Furry Fun Pestival, The Sanctuary, Roonto 4 pm, Info: 954-270-592

MARCH 10= 5t. Patrick's Day Parade and Fesival in Downfiown Hollwood, Fesivak: Noon to 6 pm., Parade: 1 pm,, Infi: 954-921-3404
MARCH 14-17: Dania Beach Marine Rea Market, Mardi Gras Casing in Halendale, Infi.: 954-761-7073
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THE FUN
CONTINUES !

APRIL 8-7
42th Annual Orchid & Garden Festival at Bonnet House
Bonnet House
9am. tod pm.
Info.; 9 5383

APRIL 6-7

23rd Annual Plywood Regatta

Dania Beach Marina

Sat:8am,tob p.m, Sun: 8am.to 1 pm.
Info.: 561-7 150247

APRIL 6-7

Hatsume Fair

Marikami Museum and Japanese Gardens
10a.m.to 5 pm.

Info.; 561-4950233

APRIL 6-7

3rd Annual Orchid & Plant Festival
Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildiife Hospital
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m

Info.: 954-752-9

APRIL 7

Brew at the Zoo 2019
Palm Beach Zoo, WPB
5:30 to 9pm.

Info.: 561-547-0453

APRIL 12-14

Rock the Ocean - Tortuga Music Festival
Fort Lauderdale Beach Park

11am.to 9 pm.

Info.: 1615-498-7548

APRIL 12-14

57th Annual Delray Affair Arts & Craft Festival

The Intracoastal to NW 2nd Ave. in Downtown Delray Beach
Info.: 561-279-0907

FORA COMPLETE
LISTING OF
EVENTS,

GO TO THE
CALENDAR AT
WWW.GALTMILE.COM

 First Saturday of Every Month: Beach Cleanup, Commerdial Bhvd. & the Beach LBTS (Meet at Paviion), 9 to 9:30 a.m., Info: 954-776-1000
First Saturday of Every Moni: North Beach Art Wak, 3280 NE 32nd 5t, 7 to 11 pm., Info.: 954-537-3370
Second Saturday of Every Month: Beach Sweep, Fort Lauderdale Beach Hub, 300 5 Fort Lauderdale Beach Bhd., 7 to 11 a.m,, Info: 954-709-3197

Second Saturday of Every

Second Tuesday of EveryMonth: Orchid Greenhouse Tours, Bonnet House, 11 am. to Noon, infa: 954-703-2606

FmtlTrul:I:sat
May): Friday Night Music, El Mar Drive between Village

5:30 to 10 pam., Youngs

Gircle in Hollywood
Grille/Pump and 101 Ocean, 6:30 to 10:30 pm., Inf.: wew bbisevents.com

Elntﬁ& Tour-the River Ghost Tour, Stranahan House & Water Tax, 7:30 pm,, Tn:. 954-524-4736
Sundays: Las Olas Sunday Market, 333 East Las Olas Bvd. &SEdm.ﬂnre. 9 am. to 2 pm., Info.: 954-426-5436
Sundays (through May): Farmer's Market at B Prado Park, 9am. to 2 pm., Info: 561-714-2745
at Markham Park, Sunset to Midnight, Info.: 954-384-0442

Tuesday & Thursdays (Through April): Seaside Yoga and Meditation, El Prado Park, 7 to 8 am., Info: 954-850-7361 (weather permitting)

: Satunday Night Under the South Florida Stars, Fox Astronamical 0

Month: Burlock Coast Farmer's Market, Burlock Coast at the The Riz-Carlton, 9 a.m. to 3 pm., Info.: myfor tlaudend alebeach .com



By Erc Berkowitz

EDITOR™S COMMENTARY

EDITOR'S COMMENTARY:
Lamar Fisher's JANUARY 2019 Newsletter

“In his January 2019 Newsletter, District 4 Broward
Commissioner Lamar Fisher opens by advocating for
two bills floated in the legislature. One strengthens
the current ban on texting while driving, while the
other requires mandatory certification for Sober
Homes. Asher also supports a “"Housing First” ap-
proach endorsed by the new Homeless Collaborative
in their plan to end homelessness in Broward; de-
scribes how mooring buoys protect local reefs; offers
a new "l Spy a Manatee” mobile app to help warn
boaters where they must exercise extreme caution;
reviews improvements in Fort Lauderdale / Holly-
wood International Airport that accommodate explo-
sive passenger growth; and cites new vessels and
itineraries at Port Everglades.

TEXTING THE CITY MORGUE

Atthe December 11, 2018 Broward County Commis-
sion meeting, Fisher sought peer approval of two
bills filed in the upcoming 2019 legislative session in
lrallahassee, sponsoring a resolution supportive of a
law that strengthens tepid regulations governing tex-
ting-while-driving and a resolution promoting a bill
mandating the certification of sober homes.

Citing the 3000 deaths due to driver distracted acci-
dents in 2011, the National Transportation Safely
Board (NT5B) had issued a December 13, 2011 alert
directing all states to enact restrictions on the non-
emergency use of portable electronic devices while
driving. 2012 Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon
{whose campaign contributors included AT&T and T-
Mobile) announced that he would not tolerate “gov-
ernment regulating private behavior” and
systematically scuttled such bills filed during the
2012 session.

One popular bill, House Bill 299, was frozen in the
Transportation and Highway Safety Subcommittee
and held through Sine Die, ostensibly because it in-
fringed on personal freedom. When asked why they
would protect such a dangerous activity, the hostage-
takers took refuge in constitutional equanimity, com-
plaining that it unfairly singled out " Texting While
Driving” for criminalization while ignoring compara-
ble distractions such as using a cell phone. With the
departure of Cannon, proponents would try again.

During the 2013 legislative session, the approval of
incoming House Speaker Will Weatherford was so-
licited as Senator Nancy Detert, (R-Venice) filed Sen-
ate Bill 52 in the other chamber, now with the support
of AT&ET and Verizon. A watered-down version of the
NTSB restrictions, her successful bill made texting
while driving a secondary non-criminal infraction,
meaning motorists could be ticketed only if pulled
over for another reason. Violators would pay a $30
fine — unless they were checking a map or the
weather (one of several exemptions). Since then, at-
tempts to plug the elephantine loopholes have been
derailed.

Senate Bill 76 filed in 2019 by Senator Wilton Simp-
son, R-Spring Hill, would impose a broader ban on
use of cell phones by drivers and provide for enforce-
ment as a primary offense. Drivers would be permit-
ted to communicate hands-free on wireless devices
and allowed to use handheld devices for such pur-

poses as getting safety-related information or for naviga-
tion.

RECOVERY: REDEMPTION & RACKETS

Over the past few decades, Recovery has grown from a
niche business into a $billion South Florida industry, as
local treatment centers offering an opportunity to clean up
on a subtropical beach drew addicts from across the
planet. Many decide to remain here after their rehab. The
Recovery industry’s explosive local growth was first fueled
by homegrown addicts, pill mill clientele and later those
who moved on to cheap and plentiful heroin after the DEA,
FBI, and local cops closed the pill pipeline outlets

Most of South Florida's treatment programs and Sober
Homes are well-managed facilities that reclaimed count-
less broken lives. While conceived to provide structure,
rules and a supportive community to newly recovering ad-
dicts, Sober Homes run by unscrupulous operators bro-
kered their tenants to insurance-hungry treatment centers
for kickbacks, while offering free rent, manicures, mopeds,
cash, free cigareftes and other perks (including drugs) to
attract insured tenants they could barter for payoffs.

Crooked Sober Homes place “standing orders” for near-
daily drug screens and send each urine sample to a labo-
ratory that kicks back half of the $5000 fee charged to the
insurance for each test. They also order unnecessary DNA
and allergy tests that cost thousands more. When drug
abuse in a Sober Home is rampant, samples taken from
employees are submitted for lab tests under the names of
patients. Minutes-long counseling sessions are billed at
$1800.

RELAPSE WINDFALLS

scam operators that buy or rent multifamily properties or a
cluster of single-family homes in a depressed residential
neighborhood, and turn the residences into Sober Homes,
will typically reserve one for a cooperative drug dealer.
“¥You have what are so-called 'sober homes' next to
houses that sell drugs,” observed Sgt. Ed McCabe of the
Delray Beach Police Department.

Palm Beach State Attorney Dave Aronberg summarized
why Recovery scammers don’t consider relapse a setback,
but an indis pensable income stream, exclaiming “The in-
centive is to keep them in this relapse system, this gravy
train that doesn’t end until the person leaves in a body bag
or an ambulance. There's no money in sobriely.” Since a
relapse will trigger a new round of benefits for patients
who graduate from a treatment center to a Sober Home,
falling off the wagon can double — or triple — the insurance
payout. To realize additional kickbacks, mercenary Sober
Home managers will allow or provide drugs to their ten-
ants, who are then brokered back to the high-bidding treat-
ment center for another $30,000 round of rehabilitation.
When their insurance runs out, those who aren't pimped
out are dumped on the front lawn.

Unfortunately, shooting galleries masguerading as “Sober
Homes" are notoriously difficult to evict or otherwise regu-
late, as corrupt landlords are shielded by well-intended
federal disability laws. Recovering addicts are protected
by the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the U.5.
supreme Court ruled in 1999 that itis illegal to craft zoning
laws that discriminate against disabled groups.

Continued on page 15



Lamar,..Continuad

The federal Fair Housing Act bars housing discrimination
against the disabled, also trumping local zoning laws that
would otherwise bar busines ses from residential neighbor-
hoods. Although enacted to protect legitimate recovery facili-
ties from malicious local regulations, as an unintended
consequence, the federal laws also shield fraud factories impli-
cated In the overdose deaths of their own patients.

REGULATORY BLACK HOLE

Attempts by cities to regulate Sober Homes have been system-
atically dismis sed in Federal court, after which each municipal-
ity was sum:nssfui"gr sued for discrimination by the targeted
Sober Home. The City of Boca Raton spent $1.3 million in a los-
ing effort to ban sober homes.

While the Feds jalled venal Sober Home operators for insurance
fraud or running recovery brothels, regulatory efforts by State
and local governments have proven i tent. New Ordinances
in Delray Beach, Boynton Beach and Fort Lauderdale are im-
ited to mandating the separation by a standard city block of
Sober Homes with 4 to 10 recovering residents - not exactly a

game-changer.

In 2015, Florida lawmakers enacted a bill establishing a volun-
tary certification program for the state's sober homes. To help
recovery candidates or concerned family members distinguish
legitimate recovery residences from hell-holes, sober homes
that seek certification by the Florida Association of Recovery
Residences (FARR) must meet 37 standards (i.e. staff training,
site inspections) before they are included in a list of approved
facllities. Legitimate facilities signed on. However, given the
voluntary nature of this program - it was business as usual for
the fraud mills.

FLORIDA STATUTES VS. FEDERAL LAWS

Two years later, Senate Bill 788 by Jeff Clemens (D - Lake
Worth) and House Bill 807 by Bill Hagar {R - Delray Beach)
tiptoed around the Federal Laws. The resulting statute bans
false advertising used to lure new patients, forces sober
home telemarketers to register with the state, clarifies exist-
ing laws that make kickbacks th:j' and requires back-
ground screenings for owners, directors and clinical
supervisors of treatment centers that refer patients to Sober
Homes. It also makes patient brokering a crime punishable
under the state's “Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organi-
zation Act”, or RICO. Like its Federal namesake, RICO em-
powers law enforcement to crack down on crimes by

organized groups.

The 2019 bill referenced by Fisher - Senate Bill 102 by Sena-
tor Lauren Book {D - Plantation), will require certification by
Sober Homes and their adminis trators. Along with its com-
panion bill in the Statehouse, House Bill 103 by former
Broward Commissioner Kristin Jacobs (D - Coconut Creek),
the legislation also delimits drug-testing procedures and re-
quirements; provides training for owners, managers, and
staff; sets substance use protocols, a relapse policy and
rules for residents.

If the legislation is successful, bad players will drag it into
court, where it will once again be tested against the two fed-
eral laws. As such, the legisiation may need federal help to
survive. Along with former Senator Bill Nelson, Senator
Marco Rublo has been advocating for the regulation of Sober
Homes, as has Congresswoman Lois Frankel. Despite hav-
ing actively blocked State and local efforts to close the pill
mills, newly elected Senator Rick Scott is likely to perform as
directed by his handlers, and therefore an unknown guantity.
Read Commissioner Lamar Fisher’'s January 2019 Newsletter
elsewhere in this edition. — feditor]*

BROWARD COMMISSIONER

LAMAR FISHER

JANUARY 2019 UPDATE

By Lamar Fisher

Texting While Driving Resolution

According to the National Highway Safety Administration, on average, sending or
reading a text message takes a person's eyes off the road for 5 seconds, which,
driving at a speed of 55 miles per hour, is the equivalent of driving the length of a
football field with one's eyes closed. In December 2018, | sponsored a resolution in
support of House Bill 45 and Senate Bill 76, which seek o prevent crashes related
to the wireless communication devices while driving, improve roadway safety, and
reduce injuries, deaths and property damage resulting from cellphone use. Cur-
rently, Florida has a ban on texting while driving that can only be enforced as a sec-

ondary offence when a law enforcement officer stops a motorist on a suspected

Dear Residents,

violation of a primary offense of the uniform fraffic laws. | am pleased that with my

colleagues support we can show our support for sirengthening road safety in our

It is an honor and privilege to have been
elected to be your voice and to repre-
sent you, the citizens of our coastal
communities from Deerfield Beach to
Fort Lauderdale. As your County Com-
missioner | look forward to continuing to
improve resident's quality of life by fo-
cusing on several key issues in our com-
munity. Here are some recent headlines
from around the county:

community and preventing injury and death by prohibiting the use wireless commu-
nication devices while driving.

Sober Homes Resolution

In December, | also sponsored a resolution supporting Senate Bill 102, which cre-
ates a mandatory certification program for recovery residences, also known as
sober homes, in Florda. In 2017, Broward County treated 1,642 cases of opioid
overdoses and continues to see a dramatic number of opioid-related deaths.

Continued on page 18
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ELSS....Continued

On February 5, 2019, Statehouse Representafive Michael Grieco
(D -Miami Beach), filed House Bill 647, entifled “Community Asso-
ciafion Fire and Life Safety Systems®. On February 13, the bill was
referred for review fo the House Business & Professions Subcom-
mitiee, the House Commerce Committee and the House Govern-
ment Operations & Technology Appropriations Subcommittee.

The salient provision includes the right o opt-out of any obligation
“to retrofit a fire sprinkler system or other engineered life safe
system... if the unit owners have voted fo forego such refrofitting
by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all voiing interests in the af-
fected condominium.” An idenfical provision addresses Cooperative
Associations. On February 18, 2019, Senator Jason Pizzo (D -
Miami-Dade) filed Senate Bill 1152, a companion bill in the other
chamber. Game on.

For associations that fail to opt-out, the December 31, 2016 dead-
line for initiating an application for an ELSS building permit would
be extended to December 31, 2019. The current December 31,
2019 ELSS installation deadline would be revised to achieve com-
pletion before January 1, 2023. Associafions that lack common
area fire sprinklers would be required to post a sign or symbol fo
alert visiting firefighters.

Post Script

This isn't about fire safety — although it should be. It's about the
right of association homeowners to collectively decide for them-
selves how 1o effectively protect their home and loved ones — a
right enjoyed by every other Florida homeowner — while blocking a
mercenary campaign by fire sprinkler associafions to usurp that de-
cision for the sole purpose of realizing a windfall at our expense.
Florida is the only state in the country that requires condominium
homeowners to refrofit fully compliant homes with Fire Sprinklers or
an ELSS.

Why were these special interests only able to unjustifiably mandate
the purchase of their products in Florida? In every other State, law-

makers review new irements before app ir incorpora-
fion into State building and Fire Safety mdeﬂ In rI1;Erf.'v|1t:ia| Fire
Sprinkler associations that represent corporate juggemauts like
Tyco and United Technologies only need the cooperation of a ke
mid-level bureaucrat to circumvent legislative mrerslghl FACT.
secondary objeciives include illuminating — and then closing this
regulatory slop sink. Galt Mile associations have passed every an-
nual fire-safety inspection since their respectwe incepfions. Of
course, anything can happen — either durin islative session
—orin a courtroom, but gwen the unjust a r:.n:s*t y alternative,
both the neighborhood association and FACTSS will continue
striving with our neighbors and affected associafions statewide o
achieve the final objective — while remaining in compliance and
working closely with our local Fire Marshal.

With the bills in play, Bogdanoff will issue regular detailed reports
of their progress, vetting committee amendments, prospective ob-
stades in each chamber — and what we can do to elp. Stay
funed..

Beating Back a Scam

Unless this scam is blocked by our lawmakers in Tallahassee (or
in court), one of the costliest np-offs in Florida history will deep-fry
the family budgets of association homeowners across the State,
including those of almost a million elderly refirees on fixed in-
comes. If you live in an association threatened with a $million as-
sessment because the Fire Sprinkler associations circumvented
State Law by engineering a skewed interpretation of an unvetted
Fire Code provision, you have an opportunity to reclaim a right en-
joyed by every other Florida homeowner — fo decide how to best
protect your home and family. if your local Fire Marshal has or-
dered the retrofitting of an ELSS containing fire sprinklers — de-
spite a legal sprinkler opt-out vote taken by the owners — or
threatened to “Red Tag” your home, please review your opfions on
the FACTSS website - factss.org. You can also call at 1-800-808-
8615. Given the alternative, this is a no-brainer. =

MARLENE KATKIN, PA

REALTOR®, ¢-PRO, SRES, CDPE, TRC, BPO

—YOUR GALT MILE EXPERT—
Resident of the “Mlle” for 30 Years!

A

] ] i I!
i .{ |r :
]

T Wk i . i
F i
- [ .
1 T i) :
i Fi
f L LX
H . w
b el 1 T ¥
= H ks ¥
k = 1.
[ : 1
|
| a b sty 1 E i TR .
| ! EIE N RR ) 1 L ] .
< i
=

JF,
Y
T

i

!
I
L

%I

kit

Fal BN
e Ll
L™

= LO NN

4090 N. Ocean Blvd., Fr. Lauderdale, FL 33308
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Whether Buying or Selling
Contact Me Today!

954.980.6500

marlene@marlenejkatkin.com
www.MarleneKatkin.com
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Fort Lauderdale

xsWaterways

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Ol

=

e i E . : '...-.
AT
LR __ (W ..E Luﬂ.]ﬂll “‘"‘" MR, s

S CTiad 1T

|.._.-.—- | mm—

4 = e e L gy 2
G T =L =

Senior Living with a Water View

Symphony at the Waterways is Fort Lauderdale’s T
newest Supportive Independent Living, Assisted Please join us for a

Livi dM CareC ' d th
uﬁ;;%ezi';encznuqli?gs k?:g t; ;nr;c':g; l1:.!Iiinen:tﬁlyf TA STE 8’ —l_o U R

on the Intracoastal Waterway. But location is not SMALL BITES, COCKTAILS AND ENTERTAINMENT
the only thing that sets us apart. Symphony at Friday, March 15t
the Waterways offers luxury amenities - like our @ }_1.3me

Intracoastal and ocean view restaurant, bar and
lounge - that provide you with a lifestyle far and RSVP to (754) 212-1870

above your greatest expectations.

Learn more at www.symphonywaterways.com

SYMPHONY AT THE WATERWAYS | 3001 E. Oakland Park Blvd | Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

ALF #12940




Lamar., Continued

Curmrently, Florida law provides only for a vol-
untary certification program for sober homes.
Senate Bill 102 creates a mandatory ceriifi-
cation prog ram, which would promote uni-
form regulation and accountability. The
regulation of recovery residences is neces-
sary to create a consistent standard of opera-
tion that provides uniform and safe
procedures, promotes accountability and
lessens abuse. This resolution also gained
the support of my colleagues and I'm pleased
that we can demonstrate unity on this very
important issue.

Homelessness: Home for the Holidays
Initiative

In our community we see homelessness al-
most every day and in Broward County with
housing costs rising and wages staying stag-
nant it is imperative that we find sensible so-
lutions and assists individuals experiencing
homelessness or on the verge of becoming
homeless.

This past year the County embarked on a
mission to end homelessness as we know it
in our community by creating the Homeless-
ness Collaborative with the assistance of the
City of Fort Lauderdale, United Way of
Broward County, the Browand Business
Council on Homelessnes and the Broward
Homeless Confinuum of Care. Beginning
with the encampment in downtown, Fort
Lauderdale, members created a comprehen-
sive plan for helping individuals in the en-
campment find a path to safe, stable,
permanent housing, with supportive services
as needed. Recognizing and adopting the
nafional best practice of "Housing first” on
MNovember 26th, 2018 the collaborative
began to implement its plan. In the first day,
18 individuals experiencing homelessness
left the encampment voluntarily, and nine
tents were taken down with owner consent.
By 4 p.m. Thursday, November 29, all 41 of
the tents had been taken down and all 80 in-
dividuals relocated temporarily to nearby mo-
tels while individual housing plans were
being finalized. Every pre-identified resident
of the encampment who wanted services
was offered services. Some individuals re-
united with family members out of state,
some were eligible for rapid rehousing, and
others were eligible for permanent supportive
housing. While this first step was a great suc-
cess and major milestone in ending home-
lessness in Broward County, itis by no
means the final chapter.

Housing teams continue to move clients for-
ward in the path to permanent housing. Out-
reach teams continue to address the needs
not only of those who formenry stayed in the
encampment, but also those who were not
previously identified as residents of the en-
campment, who came to the encampment
seeking services, and those experiencing
homelessness in Broward County every day.
There are at least 2,300 individuals experi-

18

encing homelessness in Broward County, according to the January 2018 Point-in-
Time count. My hope is that we continue this journey to ending homelessness in
Broward County and continue to collaborate with cities and the business community
in order to provide the needed resources to assisting all individuals experiencing
homelessness in Broward County.

Broward County is gearing up for the 2019 Point-In-Time Homeless Count. Volun-
teers are needed to conduct a survey of the homeless in our community. Collection
of the data will begin from the night of Wednesday, January 23rd through Saturday,
January 26, 2019. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Shira
Fowlkes at pitvolunteers@brhpc.org or for additional information visit the Broward
County Point-in-Time Homeless Count website.

Environmental

* Mooring Buoys: Broward County was recently chosen as a grant recipient by the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to support the installation of ten
mooring buoys in District 4. The installation of these buoys will help protect
Broward's prized reefs by providing a way for boaters to secure their vessels at a
fixed location over the natural coral reef and allow fishers and divers to enjoy our
reefs without harmful effects from potential anchor damage. The installations are
offshore of Deerfield Beach and Hillsboro Beach. Additionally, this investment will
assist the program by also maintaining a fixed number of buoys and relocation ex-
isting ones.

+ Manatees: Manatee season is in full effect in South Florida and runs through
March 31 as hundreds of manatees move south info the warm waters of Broward
County. Unfortunately, the Florida manatee is listed as “threatened” by the US Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS). In order to assist the community, become more aware
of these beautiful creatures in our water ways Broward County encourages resi-
dents and visitors to report manatee sightings to the County's Environmental Plan-
ning and Community Resilience Division by using the ‘| Spy a Manatee' mobile app.
The app can be used to report manatees and their activiies and view manatee pro-
tection and boating safety zones in Broward County.

Broward County Economic Engines Update

* FLL - Broward County's Fort Lauderdale International Airport continues its trans-
formation in order fo accommodate the growing number of visitors flying through
our airport year after year. In 2019, more improvements are coming to Terminal 4
including U.S. Customs and Border Protection functionality, advanced baggage
handling system equipment, a new “meet and greet” area and additional passenger
queuing space. Work is underway now on the final phase of the U.S. Customs Fed-
eral Inspection Services (FIS) Facility Project slated for substantial completion by
September 2019. By next fall, we'll be able to operate all 12 international gates in
Concourse G and process more than 1,800 passengers per hour.

For more information on all the exciting new things at FLL please visit Broward
County Airports.

* PEV - Broward County's Port Everglades recently welcomed Holland America
Line's newest cruise ship, Nieuw Statendam. The Port will welcome 10 Holland
America cruise ships and on February 2nd the Port will have the honor of being the
host Port for the Nieuw Statendam's official naming ceremony. Additionally, the
Celebrity Edge a 2,918- cruise ship and the newest ship to join Celebrity Cruises’
fleet, amrived at her new home in Port Everglades at Celebrity's new Terminal 25.
Celebrity Edge will sail on seven-night itineraries to the Eastern and Western
Caribbean.

For more information on Browand County's Port Everglades please visit Broward
County's Port Everglades.

The Resident's Guide to Government provides a convenient resource to help peo-
ple stay connected to their local government It includes contact information for
County officials and Federal, State and local agencies. Visitors can subscribe to E-
news and social media sites. Please sign up at www.Broward.ong/Commission/Dis-
trict4 to receive email updates from our office. You can also follow me on Twitter
and like my Facebook page.

If there is anything that we can do to assist you with your vision for a better
Broward, please do not hesitate to contact our office at 854-357-7004 or by email at
LFishen@broward.org.
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Fine Homes & Luxury Properties

Edperience LUXURY

OUR EXPERIENCED AGENTS ARE THE BEST IN THE BUSINESS!

WILTON MANORS
1103 NE 26TH 5T, WILTON MANORS, FL 33305 954.541.8441

EAST FT LAUDERDALE
3908 N OCEAN BLVD, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33308 954.563.5340

WWW.EXPERIENCESOUTHFLORIDA.COM




GALT MILE
RESIDENTS

Please Call For Reservations 954.982.2191
Located Inside The Ocean Manor Beach Resort 4040 Galt Ocean Drive,Ft Lauderdale, FL 33308
() Facebook.com/CasaCalabriafFTL (%) Instagram: @CasaCalabriaFTL @ www.CasaCalabriaFTL.com




